: a - , 
oo. x, , #1 fi 
. os - > » b4 \ 46 244 <4! 4 
. "2 Nh : 
%. - 


Ce 


5 VR | 


w oe u_ » 
Ww$ OO. .L 
{3 a 2-5 2 > RES | 
' F _2x : - . v \ A k 


of * 


LONDON'S 


OR,.-:% "2 *& 


A ſerious Diſcourſe conterning that Jate fiefy 
Diſpenſation that turned our ( orice renown- 
ed) City into a ruinous Heap. Alſo the ſeveral 


Houſes have eſcaped the conſuming Flames. 


S. Margarets New-Fiſh-ſtreet, where that Fatal Fire firſt be- 
gan that turned Londgn into a ruinous Heap. 


Lina dies intereſt inter magnim Civitatem& nullam, 


ſaid Seneca when a great City was burnt to Aſhes, 
i . 
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made in the Earth, Plal. 46.8. 
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|. AMENTATIONS||% 


Leſſons that are incumbent upon thoſe whoſe | 


By THOMAS BROOKS, late Preacher of the Word at 


There is but #h+ diſtance of ane day between 4 great City and none, 


Come, bebold the works of 1h& Lord, what Deſatations be bath 5 


TO THE 
Right Honourable 


Sic WILLIAM TURNER Knight, 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. . 


Right Honourable, 

T is not my deſign to blazon your Worth, or write a Pd« 
negyrick, of your Praiſes ; your brighter Name ſtand: 
not in need of ſuch a ſhadow #s mens Applanſe to make 
it more renowned in the World , native Worth is more 
refpefted than adventitious Gloxy : your own worky 
praife you in the gates; It ir London's Honowr 
Happindfl, Tranquility and Proſperity to have ſach « Magiſtrate 


003335633303000408 


that bears not the Sword of Fuſtice in vain, and that bath not 
brandiſhed the Sword ff ice inthe defence of the friends of| 
al, Balaam, or Bacchus, My Lord, ba4 your Sword of Fu. 
ftice been a Sword of Protefion to deſperate Swearers, or to cruel 
Oppreſſors, or t2 deceitful Dealers, or to roaring Drunkgrds, or 
to curſing Monſters,or to-Gefpel-deffiſers, or to Chrift.contemmers, 
&c, might not London have laid in her Aſhes to this very day ? 
jea, might not God have rained Hell owt of Heaven wpon thoſe 
Parts of the City that were ſtanding Monuments of Gods mercy, 
45 once be did upon Sodom and Gomorrah ? Wo to that ſword 
that is a devonring ſword to the righteous, to the meek , tothe 


unter which all ſorts and ranks of men bave __ God in 
peace, and lived in peace, and refled in peace, and traded in 
peace, and built thtir babitations in peate, and bave grown up 


upright, and to the peaccable in the land, O bappy Sword ! 2 


in peace, Sir, every man hath fit under your Sword as under 
Az © bis | 


RE 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Job 31, 


The three 

| things which 
God minds 
moſt, & loyes 
bet below 
Heaven, are 
his Truth, his 
Worſhip, and 


his People, 


Stobeus ſerm, 
42. Þ. 294+ 


—_—— 


/ 


bis own Vine. and Fig-tree in peace, Words are too weak 10 
expreſl how great a mercy ihis bath been to London, yea, 1 
may. ſay.to England: 'T be Ancients ſet forth all their gods with 
Harps in their hands, the Hieroglyphick, of Peace, The Gre- 
cians bad the Statue of Peace with Pluto the Ged of Riches in 
her arms, Some of the Ancients were wont to pgint Peace in the 


Iform of a Woman with «born of plenty in ber hands, viz. all 


bleſſings. The Orator, bit it when he ſaid, Dulce nomen pacis, 
the very name of Peace is ſweet. No (ity ſo happy as that 
wherein 1be chief Magiſtrate bas been as eyes to the blind, legs 
ta the lame, cars to the deaf, a father to the fatherlefi, a bwband 
tothe widow, @ Tower to the righteons, and a Terrour to the 
wicked. 
Certainly Rulers have no better friends than ſncb at make 
conſcience of their ways :' for none can be truly loyal, but ſuch 
as are truly religiow, wimeſi Moſes, Joſeph, Daniel, and the 
three Children, Sincere Chri(tians are as Lambs amongſt 
Lyons, as Sheep amongſt Wolves,as Lillies amongſt Thorns , they 
are expoſed more 10 the rage, wrath, and malice of wicked men, 
by reaſon of their boly Profeſſion, their gracious Principles, and 
Pratiices, than any other men in all the world. . Now did not 
God raiſe up Magiſtrates, and fpirit Magiftrates to owne them, 10 
ftand by them; and to defend them in all honeſt and juſt ways, 
how ſoon wonld they: be devoured and deſtroyed ? Certainly the 
Sword of theMagiſtrate is to be drawn forth for the natural good, 
and civil good and moral good, and ſpiritual good of all that live 
loberly and quietly wnder i 7 StobZus tells us of a.Perfian Law, 
that after the death of their King every man had five days li. 
berty to do what be pleaſed, that by bebolding the wickedneſs 
and diſorder of thoſe few days, they might prize Government 
the better all their days after, . Certainly had ſome hot=beaded, 
and little-witted, and fierce-ſpirited men bad but two or thre; 


| days liberty to have done what they pleaſed in 1his great City 


during your Lordfhips Mayoralty, they would have made ſad 
work inthe midſt of ws, When a righteous Government fails, 
then, 1, Order fails, 2, Religion fails, 3. Trade fails, ,, 
Tuſtice fails, 5, Proſperity fails, 6. Strength and Power fails, 


7. Fame and Honour fails, 8. Wealth and Riches fails, 
| « 9, Peact 


] 


—__x__ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


9. Peace and Quict fails, 10, All bumane Converſe and So- 
ciety fails. To take a righteous Government out of the world, 
is to take the Sun out-of the Firmament, and leave it no more a 
xoeuds, a beautiful Strufure, but a yads, @ confuſed Heap, 
In ſuch Towns, Cities, and Kingdoms where righteous Govern- 
ment fails, there every mans band will be quickly engaged 
againſt bis brother, . O the ſins, the ſorrows, the deſolations and 
deftruGions tbat will unavoidably break in like a Flood mpin 
ſuch a People. 
Publick P.rſan: ſhould have publick, Spirits, their gifts aud 
goodneſs ſhould diffuſe themſelves for the good of the whole, It 
is a baſe and ignoble Spirit to pity Cataline more than to pity 
Rome,. to pity any particular ſort of men more than 10 pity the 
whole, it 15 cr2elty to the good. to jultifie the bad ;. it 14 wrong to 
the Sheep to animate the ylves ; it is danger (if not death ) to 
tbe Lambs not to reſtrain or chain up the Lyons : bnt, Sir, from 
this ignoble Spirit God bas delivered you, The Ancients were 
wont to place the Statues of their Princes bytbeir Fountains, in. 
timating that they were (or at leaſt ſhould be) Fountains of the 


would never bave be n ſo warm for your continuance, "M) 
Lord, the great God bath made you a xarydy dyaNy, a publick 
Good, a publick Bleſſing z and this hath made your Name pre. 
ciows, and your Government deſirable, and your Perſon bonoura- 
ble in the thenghts, bearts, and eyes of all 'people, Many(ma)y 
I not ſay moſt) of the Rulers of this World are as Pliny ſpeaks of 


ters, not men, Murthereri not Magiſtrates : ſuch a Monſter was 
Saul, who bunted David as a Partridge, ſlew the innocent Priefts 
of the Lord, ran 10 aWitch, and who was a man if fo narrow 
2 Soul, that be knew mot how to losk, or live above himſelf, biz 
own intereſts and concernments, Thy preas care: of every Ma- 
giftrate ſhould be to promote the publick, Intereſt more than their 
ewn, as you may ſee by comparing the Scripteres in the Margine 
together, Twas Czfars bigh commendation, that be never had 
himſelf after the World had bim for a Governomr , bis mind ras 
ſo ſet on the Fublick , that that be forgot bis own private Af. 


"oo. The Stars have their brightneſs, not for themſelves, 


but 


publick, Good, Sir, had not you been (uch a Fountain, men 


the Roman Emperors, Nomine Dii, Natura Diaboli z 'Mon- | 


Gen. 26. 12, 


There is a 
great truth in 
that old Ma» 
xim, Magi- |. 
ftratus virum * 
andicat. ' 


ſtle ro my | 


ments to en- 
courage Mas 
giltrares to be] 
men of pubs 
lick Spirits, 


Exod, 32. 10g. 
LI. 32+ 
Nehem, $5.6. 
tO 19, | 
Pſal. 139: $,6:). 
Ads 13.36. | - 


4 


Carneades, A- 
riftotle, Socta 
tes, Kc, 

The Roman 
Ofhtor hath 
long fince 0). 
(crved, thar 
the force of 
Juſtice is ſuch, 
and ſo great, 
thac even 
Thieves and 
Robbers bath 
by Sea and- 

Ind, who 


live upon in-' 


pine, yet can- 
not live 

their Trade 
without ſome 


amorig them 
ſelves. 

Cleobulus one 
of the ſeven 
Sages was 
wont to ſay, 
that medio- 
crity was 
without com- 
pare, 

The very 
Heathen 
could ſet ſo 
much divine 

lory in the 
ace of a Ma- 
giſtrare, thar 
he ſtyled him 
tKevyos 6 
Xx oy bes, rhe 
living Image 
of the ever- 


living God, 


q 


juſticeand ra-, 


praRice of it - 


| wha 15.0 acceptcr of perſonr, Dzut, 1, 19, Levis. 19. Is. 
| 


} 5ut for the aſe of others. The eApplication 15 caſte. 


[/ ſhall ſay us this, the world i5 4 Ring, and juſtice is the Dia- 


| Commonwealth is dead : but if it hath an equal ſtroke, if 


| mortal gods, gods that muſt dye like men ; all the ſons of 1(h 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. 


| 


—_—————— 


HMy. Lord; ſeveral Fhilsſophers have made excellent and 
legam Orations in the praiſe of juſtice : they ſay that all Ver- 
ets are compreiended in the diſtribation of juſtice, TJuſtice,) 
[aith Arittotlz, is a Synopſis «nd Epitome of all Vertuer. All 


mond in that Ring ; the world is a body, and juſtice is the ſoul 
if that body. Ut tr well k nown that theconſtitution of a mans 
body is beſt known by his pulſe if it ſtir not at all, then we 
know he is dead ; if it ſtir violently, then we know hims to be in 
a Fever ; if it keep an equal ſtroke, then we know he is ſound, 
well, and who!e : So the eſtate and conſtitution of a City, King- 
lon, or Commun-weal is beſt kn1wn by the manxer of extcu- 
tung juſtice therem \, for juſtice is the pulſe of a City, King+ 
dom, or Common-weal ; if juſtice be violent, then the City, 
Kingdom, or Conmon-weal 1s'in a Fever, in a very bad) 
eſtate ; if it ſtir not at «ll , then the City, Kingdom, or 


it be juſtly and ducly admin ſtred, gthen the City, Kingdom, or 
Common weal is in 4 700d, 4 Ks and a ſound condition. 
#hen Veſpa'ian a4ked Apollonius what was the canſe of Ne- 
:0e8 rwme de anſwered, that Neto conld rune the Harp well, 
but in Government ke did always winde up the ſtrings too high, 
or let them downteo low, Extreams in Government are the 
ready way 10 rune all. The Ro.n:ns hid their Rods for leſſer 
faults, and their Ax for capital crimes. Extream right often 
proves extream whong 3 hethat will always go tothe mtmoſt f| 
what the Law allows, will too tor often do more than the Law 

requires Arigid ſeverity oftes mars all : Egnity is ftill 
to be preferred before extremity, "To inflitt great penalties and 
heavy cenſures for light «fences, this is to kill a flye upon a 
mans forehead with a Beetle, The great God hath put his own 
Name wpon Mag:ſtrates, Pl. 82.6, I ſaid that yeare gods 

Yet it muſt be granted that you art gods in a ſmaller letter, 


are ſons of Adam. Magiſtraies myſt do juſtice impartially ; 
far as they are called Gods, ſo in this they maſt be i, $ to God, 


% 


| 


— 


Ht 
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1 and honourable 1n the eyes and hearts of all that are true lovers 


| 


ſtrates eyes are to be always upon cauſes, and not upon 


for, or 4 brother 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


He accepts not of the rich man becauſe of his Robes, neither 
doth be rejeft the poor man becauſe of bis Ragr. The Magi 
pwrſens 


Both the Sta'wes of the Theban Judges and the Sterne: of the 
Egyptian Judges were made without hands and without eyes, 
to intimate 10 ms, that as Judges ſhould have no hands to 16+ 
cerve Bribes, ſo they ſhould bave no eyes io ſeen friend from a 
om 4 ftranger im judgment. And ut was 
the Oath of the Heathen Judges, as the Orator relates 2 Audi- 
am accuſatorem, & reum fine :{f:Ribus, & perionirun, 
refpeRione ; I will bear the Plaintiff and the Defendant with 
an equal mind, without affettion and refpett of perſons. 1: 
the twelfth Novel of Juliinian, you may read of an Oath im: 
poſed wpon Fudges ard Juſtices againſt juclining or additting 
themſelves to either party z yea, they put themſelves nnder a 
deep and bitter execration and curſe in caſe of parttaluy, im- 
ploring God in ſuch /anguage as this: Let me have my part 


the trembling of Cain come upon me, and whatſoever elſe may 
aftoniſh and diſmay a man, if 1 am partial in the adminiſtra 
tron of juſtice. The Poet 1n the (Greek) Epigram taught the 
flver Ax of juſtice that was carried before the Roman Mags: 
ſtrates to proclaim, If thou be an off rot the ſilver 
atter thee; if an innocent, let not the A ht thee. The 
Athenian Judges judged in the night, whe faces of men 
could uot be ſeen, that ſo they might be impartial mn judg 
ment, My Lord, jour impartialuy in the adminiſtration of 
jnſtice in that high Orb wherein Divine Provideuce hath p/a 
red you, ws one of thoſe great things that bath made you Pigh- 


of impartial juſtice, Some Writers ſay, that ſome Waters in 
Micedonia be:vg drunk by black ſheep, change their fleece into 
white : Nothing but the pure and cparrioladibin Sreciea of 
juſtice and judgment can transform bleck, month'd, black: 
banded, and black hearted men into white. There is nothing 
that ſweetens, ſatisfies, and filexces all. ſorts of men like the 
adminiſtration of impartial juſtice : the want of this brought 


rare (as Nati- 


mth Judas, and let the Leprofie of Gehizi cleave to me, and| God. heads, 
| Thoſe 


Magiſtrates 


anxen exprel- 
(es) Pidhires 
_—_ ofGod, 
very Magi- 
ftrate, though 
in never {0 
low a place, 
bears the I- 
mage of God 
a Penny bears 
the Image of + 
the Prince as 
well as a Shil- 
ling, Magi- 
ſtrates are not 
immortal Dei- 
ties, neither 


gods, 2s 
they had a be- 
ginning, fo 
they muſt 
have an end. 
Qnicquid ori- 
tur, moritur. 
ThereisaMene 
Meneon them, 
their days are 
numbred, 
their time is 
compured. 
Hercules his 
Pillar ſtands 
in their way. 
Non datur ul- 
tra, 


Ifa. r. 23, 24- 
\ 


: 


deſolation upon Jeruſalem, and the whole Land of | Jury,” and 
| 
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| x Kings 12» 
, 3 Sam, 8. 3» 


p, 
s l 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ' | 


Auguſt. de C1- 
vitate Dei, lib. 
10..cap. 21, 
&c. lb. 4. 
Caps 4 

Liſs de con- 
lan. 1. 2.13. 


See Numb. 
25. I. 


2 Sam. 21,14. | 
| | judgments. - Runye through the #treers of] 2ruſatem;” cn 
[ſeekin the Droad places» thereof if ye can tind a many it; 


= 


God is very 
ſpeedy and 

ſwift in the 
execution of 


Ezra 9.20. 

In.this as in 0+ 
ther things it 
becomr.cs Ma- 


| giſtrates to be 


like ro God, | 


| pon Mavy other flouriſhing K mgdoms and ( ounries, as all 


' (ut lays @ Netion open and obnoxious to the wrath and venorance 


of God, as might eaſily be mad: _ 
e 


. | morrow. - Magiſtrates muſt do juſtice in tbe morning. ; uti her 


know that baur'bat read any ring of Seripture or (Hiſtory, 
S. Aufin plamly denies that ever the Romin Polnie conld be 
called properly'a Common-weal h, upon this ground, that, Ui 
1cn eſt Jultic,nonett R:iſpublica ; be calls Common wealths! 
without juſtice, but magna L:t-ocini! 5 or in Tipſius $1Glans' 
guage, Cong rics, Confulio, Turba : ':#z but a» abuſe of- the 


not be ſo long without impartial juſtice,-partly becauſe injuſtice, 
and oppreſſion makes the mulntude tumaltuon, and fills the; 
peoples heads with dangerous deſigns, as your may ſee by compa» 
ring the Scriptures 1rhe Margine together y' and partly becauſe. 
by ſcorer of S eriptures. 
[mpartial- juſtice is the beſt eftabl ſhment of Kingdoms and, 
Common-wealths, The King by judgfient- eſtiblyſheth the} 
land, 'Prov. 29+ 4. 1t 15 the beſt ſecurity againſt deſotacing | 


chere be any that execaterh judgment; \andÞ'wilt pardomar, 
Jer. 5 1. 
My Lora, 
partially, ſo the Honour:and Glory of a'Magiftratets ds 
ſmſtice ſpeedily. Jer: 28: 121 Ohouſe cf: Davio, ths ſacb 
the Lord, ex:cute- judgmen:."1q the morbing, and deliy-r 
him chit is ſpoiled our of the hind of the oppr. ff >r, left my 
fury go-out like fi'e, zn1{ burn that none cat quenchic, be- 
cauſe Of the evil of your doings, . After examination, execu- 
tron us tebe done with exp: dition. When men cry out for jhftice 
juſtice, Magiſtrates mnſt not cry out ct1s, crt*, to morrow, bo 


noon juſtice, nor afteruoon-juſt ice or evening- juſt ice,nor mg ht- 
Juſtice 15 ſo acveptable to God, or ſo honourable ro Mag iſtrares, 
or ſo advant ag rows to the people, as merning=juſtice 1s: #4 delay 
juſtice 1. worſe ſometimes than yodeny juſtice; "tis a wer) 


dangerexa thing for Magiſtrates to be as loxg a bringing forth 


word Reſpublica,Commox-wealth where the publick Goodb15 worth 
| conſulted by an impartial juſtice and equity, "115 but\a confuſe 
| beap;;a rowt of ntn ; of if wewill call t*ſo.at preſent, it will . 


the Honoar of « Magiftrate.to-do juſtice | 


the i'r 


——— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
their Verditts as the Elephant ber young. Delay of juſtice 


makes many more irreconcileable ; it makes many men go up 
and down this world with _ hearts, empty purſes, -and 
thred bare coats. 1 bave read of a famena paſſage of Teo 
dorick King of the Roinans, who when a Widow came to him 
with a ſad complaint, that ſhe had a ſuit depending in the 
Conrt three years, which might have been md na = days ; 
the King demands of her the Fudges names, ſhe tells him, he\ 
ſends a fpecial Command to them to givye all the Ffredy diſ- | 
patch that was poſſible to the Widows Canſe, which they did ; 
and in two day: determined it to the Widows liking : ihrs be» 
ing done, the = calls for the Fudges, and they [uppoſing that 
they ſhould have both applanſe and reward for their expedition. 
haftned to hims full of joy ; but after the King bad propounded 
ſeveral things to them «bout their former delays, he com 
manded both their heads tobe ſtruck, off, becauſe they bad Fw 
out that Cauſe to a three years length, which two days would 
have end:d. Here was Royal juſtice, and feedy juſtice maeed, 
Pl. tor, 8. I will carly deſtroy all the wicked of the l:nd, 
Summo mane, / will ds morning - juſtice. Feſtinanter, ſo Ge- 
nebrad, I will haſtily do it. Fubice ſhould be on the wing ; 
delays are very dangerous and mjuriom. Prov. 13. 12. Hope 
deferred, maketh the heart (lick ; the Hebrew word Memuſh- 
(hacah that 1s here rendred deferred, 'is from Maſhich that 
ſignifies to draw out at length; Men are ſhort-breatbed and 
7 Firited, and Hopes hours ave full of Eternity, and when 
their hopes are drawn out at length, this makes their hearts 
hick ; and Ab, what aworld of ſuch fick, ſouls lyes 1-nguifh- 
ing at Hopes Hoſpital all the world over, Hope in the Text 
is put for the good things hoped for, Now when the gord 
things men hope for (be it juſticeor a quick diſpatch, a au 
deferred and delayed, this makes the poor Client ſick, at heart, | 
| 4 lingring hope always breeds in the heart alingring ( on- Fulius Coſars 
ſumption ; the harder travel hope hath, and the more ftroxghyyquick diſpatch 
t labours to bring forth, and yet is deferred and delayed, the [Vs red in 
wore Headly fick. the Client grows. The ſpeedy execution kree n_ I 
uſtice 1s the very life and ſoul of juſtice, Amos 5,24. But fp rings 
let judgment run down as Waters, and righteouſ' e's 45 2 |; overcame. 
A mighr y 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


Joſh, 1, 6, 7, 
9. 


Ads I'7. 22: 


mighty Aream.. The Hebrew word Veiiggal that & here ren- 
dred tun down, i from Galal, that ſignifies to row! down free- 
ly, plentifull y, vigorouſly, conſtamily, ſpeedily, as the grea: Bul- 
llows of the Sta, or as waves row! Speedily over the Rocks. 
Judgment and Righteouſneſs like a mighty ftream ſhould bear 
dawn all before it, Fiat juſtitia, ruat orb's, let jſt ice be done, 
whatever come of it, Deut. 16. 20, That which 1s altoge- 
her juſt ſhalt thoufollow, or rather as the Hebrew hath it 
PTS p18, Tiedek, Tiedek, juſtice, juſtice ſhalt thou follow, 
that is, all manier of juſtice thou ſhalt follaw, and nothing but 
'nſtice ſhalt thou follow, and thou ſhalt follow juſtice ſincerely 
| o#t of love to juſtice, 8nd thou ſhalt follow juſtice exaltly with- 

ont turning to the right hand oy the bfes and thou ſhalt follow 
iuſt ice relareſy in ipite of the world, the fleſh, and the Devil ; 
nd thon ſhalt follow juſtice fpeedily without delays or excuſes, 
A Magiſtrate that bas the ſword of juſtice in his band, muſt 
never plead, there is a Lyon in the way. My Lord, this will 
be your Honour-while you live, and your Comfort when jou 
'come to dye, that whilſt the Sword was in your hand, you did 
1mſtice Sþcedily as well as 1mpartially: Yow did juſtice in the 
morning, and juſtice at noon, and juſtice in the afternoon, and 
juf ice at night z what has been your whole Mayoralty, but one 
continued da) of juſtiee ? Who can ſum up the many thouſand 
Cauſes that you bave heard and determined, and the many 
thouſand differences that you have ſweetly and friendly com- 
poſed and ended ? If the Lawyers pleaſe but to ſpeak, out, they 
muſt tmgennouſfly confeſs,that your Lordſhip has eaſed them of a 
great deal of work. 

Cy. Lord, as it ts the Honour ard Glory of a Magiſtrate 
to ds juſtice ſpeedily, ſoit ts the Honour and Glory of a Magi- 
irate todo juſtice reſolutely, conragiouſly, valiamly. It is 
obſervable, that as ſoon as ever ] othua came into the office of 
Magiſtracy, God charges him no leſ\ then three times (ina 
breath 4s it were) to be wery couragiowm, A Magiſtrate| 
*that is tiymoroms, will quickly be treacherow. A. Magiſtrate 


'- "that & fearful, can never be faithful, Solomons Throge was 


ſmpported with Lyons, to ſhew that Magiſtrates ſhould be men 
of metal and courage. The Athenian Zudges ſate in Mits 
ſtreet, 
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ſtreet, to ſhew that they had Martial hearts, and thas they were | 
men of courage and meral. The Grecians placed jmſtice be- 
twixt L20 axd Libra, to ſignifie that as there muſt be undiff ee 
rercy in determining, ſo there ought to be Courage in exten ings | 
Where there is courage without knowledge, there the ee of jw- 
ice uu blind ; and where there is knowledge without courage, 
there the Swordof juſtice is blunts A Ago heart, 4 | 
Judges heart and his Rebes muſt be bath dyed in grain, elſe the, 
colour of the one, and the courage of the other will quickly fade. | 
hy ſhould not the Standard be of ſteel, and the chief poſts of | 
the houſe be heart of Oak,? It hath been long ſince ſaid of Cato, 
Fabricius and Arillides, that it w4s 4s eafie to remove the Suni 
out of the Firmament, as to remove them from juſtice and 
equity ; they were menof ſuch conragions and nagnanmons 
Pirie for juſtice and righteouſneſs. No Scarlet Robe doth ſo 
well become. a Magiſtrate 4s holy courage and (tomneſs doth. 
As bodily Phyſitians, ſoState- Phyſitians ſhould bave an Eagles 
eye, a Ladies hand, and a Lyons heart, Comardly and tio 
row Magiſtrates will never ſet up Monuments of their Vitte- 
ries over fin aud prophaveneſs. Ut 1s very ſad when we nay 
ſay of our Magiſtrates as the Heathen did of Magiftrates tn ; 
bis tine, they were very good, (i audeant que ſentiunt, zf they} Cic, de Mil, - 
durſt but ds what they ought to de, My Lord, bad not the| .*.. 
Lord of Lords put a great ſpirit of courage, boldneſs, andres| ReV-1, 5,6. 
ſolution upon you, you had never bien able to have managed Chap. 13. 14- 
| your Government 44 You have done, counting the variows winds hs 
that have blown upon you, and the ſeveral difficalties and dif* | 
comragements that have riſen up before ytu. | | 
My Lord, once mare give me leave to ſay, that in a Magi | 
ſtrate juſtice and mercy, juſtice and clemency onght to go hand | T;1q1, ir, 5<cri. 
in hand. Prov.20, 28. Mercy and truth preſerve the King, ſpture is fre- 
and his Throne is upholden by mercy. Al! juſtice will not. pony put 
preſerve the King, nor all mercy will not preſerve the King, | Juſtice, 
there muſt be @ mixture both of juſtice and mercy to priſerve | 
the King, and to uphold his Throne ; and to ſhew that mercy 15 | 
more requiſite then juftice, the word Metcy 1s doubled. in the 
Text. Faſtice without mercy turns into rigour, and ſo be» 
comes hateful : Mercy without juſtice turns into fond Ps 
4 2 an 
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frm Fohn 
thought ro 
ſtrengrhen 
himſelf by ga- 
thering a great 
deal of money 
rogether, but 
neglet&ing the 
exerciſe of 
mercyand-ju- 
tice, clemen- 
cy and lenity, 
he- loſt his 
ples affe- 
ions, and ſo 
afrer many 
endleſs tur- 
moyls, he 
came tO an 
unhappy end. 


Pal. 68. 19. 
Pſal. 103, 13z 
=p . 
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wnd ſo becomes contemeptible. Look 4s the Rod of Aaron and 
-he Pot of Manna were by Gods own Command laid up in the 
ſame Ark ; ſv muſt mercy and juſtice be preſerved imiure 
-he boſom of the ſame Magiſtrate : mercy and juſtice, mia- 
neſs and righteouſneſs, lenity ard fidelity are a ſafer ard a 
ſtronger Guard to Princes and people then rich Mines, Mn 
"tions of Recks, mighty Armies, powerful Navies, or an) 
warlike Preparations. It is very obſervable, that Chrift is 
called but once the Lyon of the Tribe of Judah #n the Book of 
the Revelation; and that 18 in Chap. 5. verſ, 5, But he 18 
called a Lamb no leſs then nine and twenty times in that Book, ; 
and what 15 this,but to fhew ws the tranſcendent mercy, clemen- 
£7, lemity, mildnoſs, end ſweetneſs that is in Feſws Chrift ; and 
to ſhew-that he is infinitely more inclined to the exerciſe of mere) 
then he 11-10 the exerciſe of juſtice, It is true, Magiſtrates 
ſhould be Lyons in the execution of juſtice, and it 11 as true that 
hey ſhould be Lambs inthe exerciſe of mercy and clemency, 
mildnefs and ſweetneſs ; and the more ready and inclinable they 
are t#1he exerciſe of mercy, where marcy 1s to be ſhewed, the 
more like to Chriſt the Lamb they are. God 1s ſlow to anger, he 
abounds in pity, though he be great in power. Seneca bath long 
fince obferved that the Cuſtom of anointing Kings was to ſhew 
that Kings above all other men, ſhould be men of the greateſt 
ſweetneſs and mildneſs, their anointing being a ſign of that 
Kungly ſweetneſs and mildneſs that ſhould be mthems,Theodo- 
hus che Emperonr,by bis lovelineſs and elemency, gained many 
Kingdoms. The Goths ( after the death of ther own King ) 
beholding his temperazce , patience, and juftice mixt with 
mercy and clemency, gave themſelves up ts his Government, 
t#hen Cicero would claw Czlar, he tells bim, that bis V.lowr 


"and Vittories were common with the reſt of his Souldiers, but 


his clemency and- goodneſs were wholly his own, N toes 


{Speech bath great praiſe, who' in the beginning of his Reign, 


when he was to ſubſcribe to the death of «ny condemned per/on, 
wonld ſay, U:inam neſcirem literas, / wiſh 7 did ot know how 
'owrite, 1 knowthere are a thouſand thouſand caſes mherein' 
ſeverity is to be uſed: But yet 1 muſt ſa), that "11s much ſafer | 


,0 account for mercy then for craehty; *tis beſt rhiut the. po—_ 
Th 
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furbiſht with the ozl of mercy, My 
be management of your Government you bave been ſ 
affitted and belpt from on bigh, that (ourneſfi and milaneſi, juſtice 
aud mercy, juſtice and clemency bath like # ſilver thred run 
through oll your Mayoralty, and by this means you bave very 
ſignaly ſerved the Intereſt of the Crown, the Intereſt of the City, 
the Intereſt of the Nation, and that which is more then aft t 
reſt, the Intereſt of your own Soul. Rigonr breeds rebellion, 
Rehoboam by his ſeverity, by his cruelty Joſt ten Tribes in one 
day, 1 Kings 12. 16. Lt ; 

My Lord, your prudence, Juſtice, and moderation, your burn= 
ing zeal againſt the borrid, bideow, bead vices of this day, your | 
puniſhing of Oatbs, Drunkgnneſs, and the falſe Ballance, your 
ſingular Sobriety and Temperance in the midſt of all your bigh 
Emertainments, your Fidelity and Activity, your eminent Self- 
denial in refpe& of your Perquiſites, your unwearied Endeavours 
to ſee London raiſed ont of its Ruines, and to ſre rhe Top-ftone 
laid, your great readineſs aud willingneſs to fend and be ſpent 
for the publickGood : theſe are the things that have made your 
Name as a precious Oyniment, and that. have erefled a' 


of juſtice ſhould be always 
Lord, in 1 


A ſelf-ſeeking 

Magiſtrate is | 

one of the 

worſt of 
lagues and 
ud 


gments 
r can befal. 


noble living Monument in the breaſts and hearts of all ſober ſe» 
riow Chriſtian! : theſe are the things that have made you the 
Darling of the people. Let all ſucceeding Lord Mayors but 


have done by divine aſſiſtance, and without 8 ptraduentare they 
will have a proportionable iggereſt in the hearts and affeions of 


of Fuſtice, a Sword of Power, but the well management of that 
Sword that makgs moſt for rhe intereſt both of Frince and Peo. 


and. affefizons of the people, My 'Lard, the. generality. 


be 
opinions in the matters of Religion be what ybey 4vill, \ 

| My Lord, I bave not ſo learned Chriſt, as.20 give. fle 
| | h 


Titles 


manage their own Perſons, Families, and Government as you 


the people. For, my Lord, "tis n:t barely the having of  @ Sword 


this 
| or that Magiſtrate in the mattcrs of Religion, their eyes are wpon 
their Examples, and upon the management-of. their Tra(t and 
Power for publick, Good ; and they that do them moſh good, . ſhall 
ſure to have moſt of their bearts and-poices; 16h their private 


of people 
never concern thersſeluer about the Perticulor a 


ttering | 


people ; he: 
is a Gangrene' 
in the head, 
which brings 

h « more *! 
ſpeedy-anit'a” 
more certain 
ruine, then if 
it were in 
ſome inferior 
and leſs noble 


ple, and tbet gives the Magiſtrate z flanding intereſt intbe hearts \patt of the 


ody. 
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Job 32. 22, 


[ 


{ 


Seneca de vita 
beata, cap. 1. ; 


| ſome that could not ſleep when they thought of the Fl 


[then ever yet our eyes bave ſeen 
bave eminent cauſe to call them the Repairers of the Breaches, | 


| it bas beer buried ſo long in oblivion, are not bere to be inferted , 
| been burnt wp, and t0 all whoſe Houſes have eſcaped the furiow 


| to defend it ſelf 'againft all Gain-ſayers, Veritas vincit, ou! 


Titles to men, tbe little that T have written, I bave written m 
the plainneſi and ingleneſt of my heart, and for your Lordfhips 
comfort and encomagement it all well doing, and t0 provoke all 
þ «thers that ſhall ſacceed in your Chair, to write aſter 1þ4t fair 
{opy that you bave ſit them, which will be their Honour, Lon= 
don's Happineſs, and Englands Intereſt, Plutarch ſaid of 
Demoſthenes, that he wt excellent at praiſing the worthy Atts 
of bis Anceſtors, but not ſo at imitating them,The Lord grant that 
this may never be made good of any that ſhall ſucceed your Lord= 
ſmip.Carus the Emperours Mitto was, Bonus Dux, bonus Comes, 
A good Leader makes a good Follower, The complaint 11 an-| 
cient in Seneca, that commonly men live not ad rationem, but 
ad fimilicudinem, 'Przcepra docent, exemgla movent, Pre- 
cepts may inſtrut, but Examples do perſwade, Stories ſpeak of 
res 
of otber Worthies that went before them : the bigbeſt Examples 
are very quickning and provoking O that by all that ſhall ſucceed 
your Lerdſhip in the Chair, we may yet behold onr City riſing 
more and more ont of its Aſhes, in greater ſplendour and glory 

it, that all ſober Citizens may 


aud Reſtorers of our Gity to dwell in, Concerning Jeruſalem 
burned and laid waſte by the Afſyrians, Daniel foretold that the 
ſtreets and the walls thereof ſhould be rebuilded, even in trow- | 
bleſom times, Thoggh the Afſyrians bave Isid our Jeruſalem! 
waſte, yet even 10 a wonder, bow have the Buildings been carried 
on this laſt year ? 

My Lord,. the following Treatiſe which I humbly dedicate to 
yout Lordſhip, bas been drawn up ſome years : the Reaſons why 


the Diſcourſe is ſober and of _ great importance to all that have 


Flames, Whilft the remembrance of London's Flames are 
kept alive in the thoughts and hearts of men, this Treatiſe will 
be of uſe in the world, My Lord, I do not dedicate this Tra- 
Gate to your Lordſhip, as if it ſtood in need of your Honours Pa- 
tronage ; 1 .judys it to be of Age both to plead for it ſelf, and 


ritas 1 
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{ ritas ſtat in aperto cam Zeno, Socrates, Anaxarchus, 
&*c, ſealed the lean and barren maths 'of Philejophy with tht 
| expence of their deareſt blood, as you may ſee in tbe Heathen 
Martyrologie, O how much more ſhowld we be ready 10 ſeal all 
divine Truths with our deareſt blood, when God ſhall call wm 
forth to ſuch a Service ! My Lord, I bumbly lay this Treatiſe 
at your Lordſhips foot, to teftifie that Love and Honour that | 
have in my heart for you ( both_wpon the account of that imrin- 
ſecal Worth that is in you, and wpon the account of. the many 
good things and great things that have been done by yow) and 
publickjy to teftifie my achnowledgment of ymer Lordſhips wnde- 
ſerved Favours towatds me. My Lord, of right this Treatiſe 
ſhould have been in your hands ſeveral months ſince, aud itn thet 
it was not, it is wholly from others, and not from me, If your 
| Lordſhip pleaſe but ts favour the Author ſo far as to read it onct 
over for bis ſake, he doubts not but that your Lordſhip will 
oftner read. it over for your own Souls ſake, and for Eternities 
ſake, and for London's ſake alſo, Ay Lord, by reaſon of my 
being remote from the City ſeveral weeks, 1 bave had the ad- 
vantage but of reading and correfling two or three ſheets ; and 
therefore muſt beg your Lordſhips pardon 9s 10 all the negledty 
and eſcapes of the Preſi, A ſecoud Impreſſion may ſes all right 
and ftraight, ____.._.. 0s IS He tu 
My Lord, that to ycier dying day you may be famous in your 
Generation, and that your preciow and immortal Soul may vt 
richly adorned with all ſaving Gifts and Graces, and that you 
may daily enjoy a clear, cloſe, high, and ſtanding Communion 
with Ged, and that you may be filled with all the fruits of 
. | Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and that y»nr Soul may be bound up 
in the bundle of Life, and crorned with the bigheſt Glory in 
thay other World, in the free full, conſtant, and uninterrupted 
Enjoyment of that God wha is the Heaven of Heaven, and tht 
Glory of Glory, is, and C by divine Aſſiſtance ) ſhall be the earneſt 
prayers of him who is, | 


4 A A ot es 


; | 
Tour Hunowrs in all hun:ble and duc Obſervance, | 


Thomas Brooks, | 


My Lord,ſomt 


labours to { 
great Mares , 
nas's,that they 
may be a» 
ron'd ro 
ſhield them 
from porenr 
Antagoniſts ;, 
but theſe Ser- 
mons which 
here I preſent 
to your Ho- 
nours peruſal, 
being only 
bleſſed Tru 
of God, I hope 
they need no, 


| defend them. 
[ 


ſacrifice their) 


arm bur his ro { 
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The Fiery Jeſuits Temper and Behaviour, 


Fain would be informed by you what ail: 

Theſe Foxes to wear Fire- brands in their tails, 
What ? did you teach theſe Cubs the orld to burn, 
Or to embottle London in its Urn ? 

Are Hugonots as rank PhiliDins grown 

(With you) «5 dwelt in Gath or Askelon ? 

Bold Wretches ! muſt your Fire thus antedate 
The General Doom, and give the Works its Fate ? 
Muſt Hells Edi (to blend this Globe with Fire ) 
Be done at your grave Nods, when you require ? 


The 


Of ſtrange Apparel, 
Of the Vanity of ſtrange Apparel, Page 56, 574 Thefirlt 
Part of the Book, 
Of Atheiſm. 
Greft Atheiſm, praftical Atheiſm brings deſolating Judgments 
wpon a people, pag, 67, to pag. 70, The firſt Part of the 
ook, 

In a ftrit and proper ſenſe there was never ſilch a Creature in 

the world as an Atheift, pag. 71, 72, 733 74+ The firſt 
Part of the Book. : 
There are the ſeeds of Atheiſm in the beſt and blieft of the ſon: 
of men, pag. 74, 75+ The firſt Part of the Book, 


Of che Ballance of Deccit. 

Such as uſe the Ballance of deceit, ſuch run counter«croff to eight 
things, pag. 89. to92. The firſ Part of the Book, 

Of che Blood of the Juſt. 

Shedding the blood of the juſt brings the judgment of Fire, and 
lays all deſolate, pag. 154, 155, 156, 157. The firlt Part 
of the Book, 

There are nine things that ſpeak ont the preciouſn:ſi of the blood 

b of 
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of the juſt, pag. 157.t0 168, The firſt Part of the Book. 
f the juſt, pag. 157 Of Bribery. 
Bribery brings deſolating and deſtroying judgments both upon 
perſons and- places, pag. 87, 88, 89, The firſt Part of 
the Book, 

C. 


Of a City that hath Foundations, 

Burnt Citizens ſhould make ſwre a City that bath Foundations, 
whoſe Builder and Maker is God, pag. 227, 228. The 
| firſt Part of the Application, 

Heaven is a ( ity that is bailt wpen a fivefold ſonndation, pag, 
228, 229, Thefirſt Part of the Application, 

The reſemblance betwixt Heaven and a City belds in nine parti. 
| culars, pag. 229, 230, 231, The ficlt Part of the Ap. 
| © plication, 

| Es D. 
| Of the Devil. 

Four Reaſons why the impriſonment of the Saints is attributed 
\. ro the Devil, pag. 147, 14S, 149+ The firſt Part of the 
. Application. 

eſt, What are the Duties that are incumbent upon them. 
that have bcen burnt up ? 


Fire; pag. 131, 132, 133+ Thefirſt Part of the Applica-' 
tion. 

Secondly, To juflifie the Lord in all that be bas done, pag.1 33, 
I 34, 135+ The firſt Part of the Application, 

Thirdly, In patience to poſſeſtheir own Souls, pag, 166, 167, 
168, Thefirſt Part of the Application, 

Fourthly, = ſet up the 1 wn y more eminent degree then 
ever 48 the great Objed of their fear, pag. 168, 169. 170. 
The firſt Pareof the or OL 

Fifebly, To be content with their preſent condition, pag, 170, 

171, 172; 173. The firſt Part of the Application, 

Sixthly, To lye low, to kgep bumble under this dreadful judg- 

ment of fire, under the mighty hand of God, pag, 173, 174 
175, 176. Thefirſt Part of the Application. 


Seventh. 


Anſw. Firſt, to ſee the hand of the Lord in this late dreadful | 
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Seventhly, To encourage themſelves in tbe Lord their God, pag, | 
176, 177. The firſt Part of the Application, 

Eighthly, To keep in their hearts a conſtant remembrance of the 
late dreadful Conflagration , eight Arguments to encourage 
10 this, pag, 181, 182, 183, The firſt Part of the Ap-| 
plication, | 

Nimbly, To ſee the vanity, mntability, and uncertainty of all | 
worldly comforts and enjoyments, and accordingly to ſet looſe 
from them, pag, 184, I85, 186, 187, The firſt Part of 
the Application, : | 

Tenthly, To be very importunate with God to take away thoſe 
fins that have laid our City deſolate, pag. 217, 218, 219, 
220, The firſt Part of the Application, 

The eleventh Duty, is to prepare and fit for greater troubles and 
tryalr, pag. 220, 221, 222, The firſt Part of the Appli. 
Cation. 

The twelfth Dnty, is to ſecure the everlaſting welfare of their 
precious and immortal Souls, pag, 222,223, 224, The firſt 
Part of the Application, 

The thirteenth Duty, is to get a God for their portion, pag. 224, 
225, 226, The firſt Part of the Application. 

The fourteenth Duty, is to makg God their babitation, to make 
God their dwelling-place, pag, 226, 227, The firſt Part 
of the Application. 

The fifteenth Duty, is to make ſmre an abiding City, a City that 
bath foundations , whoſe Builder and Maker is God, p, 227. 
ot pag. 232, Thefirſt Part of the Application. 

The ſixteenth Duty, is for the burnt Citizens to ſantlifie the 
Sabbath, end to keep it holy all their days, pag. 232. to 263. 
The firſt Part of the Application, | 
eſt, What are the Duties that are incumbent upon thoſe 

Habitations are yet ſtanding as Monuments of divine 
Wiſdom, Power, and Grace ? Amſw, Theſe cight as 
follow. 

Firſt, To take beed of thoſe ſins which bring the fiery Rod, pag, 
263, 264- The firſt Part of the Application. | 

Secondly, Not to think, thoſe greater ſinners then your ſelves, 
whoſe Habitatins have been = in Aſher, pag. 264, 265 
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The firſt Part of the Application. 

Thirdly, To be much in bleſſing of God, . pag. 265. 

Fourthly, To take beed of ſecurity ; do net ſay the bitternſſ of 
death is paſt, pag. 265, 266, 

Fifthly, To ſhew much love, pity, and compaſſion to thoſe who 
are burnt up and turned out of all, pag. 266, 267. 

Sixthly, To lift up a prayer for all thoſe who are fallen under 
the beavy judgment of fire, pag, 267, 268. 

Seventhly, Seriouſly to conſider that ſome mens eſcaping of. very 
great judgments is not properly a» preſervation, but a reſcrua= 
tion to ſome greater deſtrution, pag. 268, 269, 270, 

Eighthly, Not to rejoyce or glory in your Neighbours ruines, pag, 
270, 271. 


E, 


Eternal, 
Every thing that is conducible 10 the tormepts of the damned is 
eternal : this is proved five ways, pag. 105, 106, 


F, 


Of Fire. 
How the word Fire is uſed in Scripture, pag, 10, 11, 12. The 
firſt Part of the Book. . 
Firſt, Conſider the interiperate beat before the Fire, pag. 5, 6, 
7. The firſt Part of the Application, 
Secondly, Conſider the ſuddenneſs and unexpetedneſs of the 
Fire, pag. 7. to pag. 12, 
T birdly, Conſider the force, violence, vehemency, and-irreſiſt a= 
blenefi of it, pag. 12, 13, 14. 
Fourthly, Conſider the ſwifineſl of it, it flew upon the wings of 
the wind, pag, 14,15, 16, 17. | 
Fifthly, Conſider the extenſiventſ{ of the Fire, pag. 22,23« 
Sixthly, Conſider the impartiality of the Fire, pag, 23, 24. 
Seventhly, Conſider the greatneſs of it, pag. 24, 25,26, 27,28 
Eighthly, Conſider the terriblen:ſi of it, pag. 28, 29, 30, 31, 


. 32, 
Nimtbly, 
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Ninth/y, Conſider the tims when the Fire firſt began, pag.32." 
33, 343 35, 36. Thefirlt Part of the Application. | 

| Tenthly, Conſider the Fire, the burning of London is a Natic= 
nal judgment, pag. 36, 37, 38. 

That the Fire of London was not ſo great nor ſo dreadful s fire 

| as t4at of Sodom and Gomorrah, is proved by five Arga- 

| ments, pag. 88, 89, 90, gies 

Of the fire of Hell, pag. 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 

Four Arguments to prove that "tis very probable that there is 
material Fire in Hell, pag. 106, 107, 168, 

] Objed, If it be material Fire, then it may be quencht, &c, 

Five Anſwers to this Objefion, pag, 108, 109, 110, 113. 

Six differences between our cemmen Fire and Hell-fire, pag. 
T12; fo 125, ; 

Objea, How will it ſtand with the unſpotted Aolineſs, Ju- 
ſtice, and Righteouſneſs of God to puniſh a temporary 
offence with eternal puniſhments, with eternal fire? &c. 

This Objection is anſwered ſeven.ways, pag, 125.10 131, 


F. | 
Of Fornication. 
Fornication is a fin that brings the Judgment of Fire, pag. 
128. to 132. The firſt Part of the Book. 
Several Reaſons to prove. that this ſin of Fornication cannnt 
groundedly be charged mpon any of the precious Servants of the 
Lord that did truly fear bim in the City of London, p. 132. 


Theſe Expreſſions of giving themſelves over to Fornication and 
going after ſtrange fleſh, implies ſix things, pag.134, 135, 
136,137 q 


Of God. 

His God notes three things, pag. 196. The firſt Part of the 
Application. 

There are three things in God to encourage C briſtians under all 
their fiery tryals, pag. 198,179, 

Of the Goſpel. 

The ſlighting of the Goſpel brings deſolating judgments, pag, 
IO, to 104+ The firſt Part of the Book, Six 


The Table. [ 


_—_— 


Six ſorts of ſlighters of the Goſpel, pag. 104. to 108. 

$ gints no ſigbters of the Goſpel of Grace, and of the Graces of the 
$ aimts, proved by ſeven Arguments," pag. 1c8, to 112, 

God by fiery tryals deſigns the reviving, quickning, and recover- 

ing of the decayed Graces of his people, Pag. 41, 42, 43; 

| God by fiery tryals deſigns a further exerciſe of bis Childrens 
Graces, pap, 453 46. 

God by fiery <3; hems the nl" of bis peoples Graces, pag. 
46, 47, 48, 49 | 

God by fiery tryals deſigns the tryal of bis peoples Graces, and the 
diſcovery of their ſincerity and integrity to the world, pag. 


49, 59, $1, 52,53. 


Many C Graces in London were withering before the 
fiery DiSenſation, pag. 61, 62: | 
fg. | 


Of Heaven, | 
Heaven is a (ity that is built upon a fivefold foundation, pag. | 
228, 229, The firſt Part of the Application, 
The reſemblance betwixt Heaven and a City bolds in nine ve-| 


Þedis, pag. 229, 230, 231. 
Hand 


See the Hand of the Lord in this late fiery Diſpenſation, Tex 
Arguments to work you to this, pag. 1, to 38, 
Holineſs. ; 
| [n theſe days of the Goſpel, all Holineſs of places is taken away, | 
pag. 141+ 10 146, ; 


I, 


by f Intemperance. 
| [ntemperance brings deſolating judpments, pag. 6 
Re In 
Six things Imemperance robs men of, pag. 78. to $4, 

Of Judgments. 
In eight riſpefls great judgments are like to fire, 7, 8, 9. 
The ends of God in inflicting the late judgment of Fire in reſpe 
of the wicked, are ſeven, pag. 12 to 31, T be | 


The Table. 


The ends of God in infliting the late judgment of Fire in reſpet 
of the Rightrons, are at large diſcovered, pag. 31 to 53, 
The Sword us a worſe judgment then that of Fire, pag, 91, 92. 
The firit Part of the Application. | 

Famine is a more dreadful judgment then that of Fire, pag. 


92,93, 94, 95s. : , 
Dreadful Earth: quakes are a more terrible judgment then 


that of Fire, pag. 95, 96, 97, 98. 
That judgment that befel Korah, Dathan, and Abiram,a more 
terrible judgment then that which befel the burut Citizens, 


Pag. 98, 99. 


worſe judgment then that was irflifted mpon the burmt ((itt- 
2n5, Pag. 99. 

Eight Arguments to encourage the burnt Citizens to comme- 
morate the late judgment of Fire, pag. 182, 183, 184. 
There are ſeven ſorts of men that have cauſe to fear worſer 
Jndgments then any yet have been inflited on them, pag, 222 


L; 


Lamentation. ” 
Lament and mourn that London # laid in Aſhes, pag. 38, 


Pag. 40.19 57.v 
Of a Little. 
The righteous mans little ts better then the multitude of Riches 
that many wicked men enjoy : this bleſſed truth is made 
good by an indultion of eleven particulars, pag, 197.19212, 
Five ways ſhewing how a righteom man improves bu lutle, 
pag. 203, 24. 
Of Lendon, 
The burning of London was wſhered in by ſad Prodigies ana 
dreadful fore-runners, pag. 40, 41, 42. 
London was an axcient City, a City of great Antiquity, (48. 
42: 43» 
Londen was an honenurable ( ity, a rexowned City, pag. 43, 


9, 40» 
Ten Conſid:r ations to work you to lament over London's aſhes, | 


That jndgment that came upon Socom and Gomortah was «| 


[ 


| 
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Wy was the Bulwark,, the ſtrong Hold of the Nation, 
"8+ 45 6, 1 48. TH + 

Lens - 6H ' a a Santtuary, a City of Refuge to the 

poor, affiitted, and impoveriſhed people of God,. pag. 48, 49. 

London w4s'a City compatt, a City advantegionſly. ſiinared 

for Trade and Commerce, pg. 49, 50. | 

Epglands worſt Enemies rejoyce and triumph in London's 
Aſhes, pag. 50. | 4 

London was once the City of our ſolemn Solemnities, pag. 

5Oz FI, 2» 

Hubert cofeſ the fatt of firing the firſt houſe in London, 

Pa3- 52 53» $42 55 56 $7» 
j Of Lefles. 

Seven great loſſes an inordinate love to the world will expoſe a 

man to. page 59, 60, 61, The firſt Part of the Book, 

Eight ways whereby the burnt Citizens may know whether 1n 
this world God will makes up their loſſes b the late Fire or 
20, Page 76, 7778, 79, 80+ The firſt Pare of che Applica- 
tion. 

There are ten choice Jewels that a Chriſtian can never loſe in 
this world, pag. 156,157,158, 159. 

Of Luke-warmneſs, 

There was much Luke-warmneſs among many Profeſſors un 
London, pag, 57, 58. 

Of Lying, 

A trade or conrſe of Lying brings the judgngent of Fire, pag. 
I12,113, The firii Part ot che Book. 

The School-men reduce all ſorts of Lyes to three, pag. 113, 
I14, Its, I16. 

T he greatneſs of the ſin of Lying expreſt in four particulars, 
Pag. II6. 70 123, 

Eight Arguments to prove that this trade, thi conrſe of Ly- 
ng cannot by any clear evidence be charged upon thoſe that 
truly feared the Lord, whoſe Habitations were once within 
the Walls of London, pag, 123+ to 128, 


O: 


| 0bjeft, I would ſay the Lord is righteous, but by this fiery 


Objea. 1 would juſtifie the Lord, though he bath curned me 
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M. 
| dg nh hat the 3 had 
[t was 4 very great mere)\t0 orts of men'thas the Y 
their lives & 4 prey when London was in flames, pag. 60 
0.70, \ 
- ©. 
ObjeRions: 


Diſpenſation I am turned our of houſe and heme. Anſwv. 
Four ways, pag. 135 to 148. 

Qbjeft, I would juſtific the Lord, but T have loſt my all asto 
' this world, Seven Anſwers you bave from pag. 150to 


PSOe io wp TRITTS ' 1d.wt 
0biah I would juſtific the Lord, though Iam. turned out of 
Efate to do that good which formerly I have done, Foxr 
 An(wers you bave from: pag. 1,52, 160, 161. 
out of all,' but God, hath puniſhedthe righteous with the 


wicked; this fiery Rod hath fallen heavier upon 'many 
Saints then upon many ſinners : How then can I ſay that 


jefzon, p3g. 161 to 166, 
P, 


Las Of Puniſhment. 

Oxeſt, How will ieGand with the unſpotred Holineſs,  Ju- 
tice, and Righteouſneſs of God to puniſh a temporary 
offence withrecernal puniſhments 2 Seven Anſwers to this 


Queſtion, pag. 125 to 131, | 
44 
Queſt 


all, but chis is chat yyhich troubles me, that I baye nor-an | 


the Lord is righteous ? $;x Anſwers are given to this Ob- | 


_— — 
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| Q. | 


Oneſt. What are thoſe ſins that brivg che fiery Diſpenſati-, 
"68, wpok Citien, Nations, evd:Coumries'? Af? From! 
0"pa6754191k8+ "The firſt Parr'of the, Book, © i | 
Oueſt, Wha: fins were there ainong the profeſſing people! 

in Loxdox that might bring down the fiery Rod upon 

them ? Anſw, Seven, pag.J5 to 63. ] 
Queſt, Four Quzltions propoſed, pag..63, 64 | 


b2cet 16d; 


Of the Subbach, 

Prophuntt ion of the Sabbath: brings the judgment of Fire, pag. 

POINT 59%5 07 LEE avec | 

Twelve Argaments to prove that God hath been very juſt and 
righteous in infiting the Tate dreatiful judgmint of Fire 
pon thoſe' that prophancd his Sabbarhs in London, pag, 
129 to 149. 

Six Ar —_—_ prove thatthes abominable fin of groping 
the Sabbath carmotwifth ary clear evidence be charged kpon 

- the people of Gold that did truly fear him within or without 
the Walls of London, pag. 150. 

Burn Citizens ſhould fanttifie the Sabbath all their days, 

| "pag. 232. - Thefirſt Part of the Application, 

Fogrteen ways we ſhould ſanilifie-the Sabbath, pag. 233 to 
263; 

of the Sins of the profeſſing people of London. 

There were ſeven = among the profeſſing people in London 
that ought ro work, them to juſtifie the Lora, though he hath 
burnt them up, and turned them out of all, pag, 551063. 
The fitft Part of che Book. 

Of the ſeveral Sins thar bring che fiery Judgment 
upon Cicies and Corn ris. 

Firſt, Groſs Atheiſm , prattical Atheiſm brings deſolating 
judgments, pg. 67280 75. | 

Secondly, Intemperance, pag. 75 to 84, | 

Thirdly, 


| 


— 


— 
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ls ork A conrſe of Lying, a trade of Lying brings deſolating 


Thirdly, The fins that were to be fonnd in the Citizen} Cellngs, 
PAags 84 f0 92, 

Ponrtbly, 1 -uilY incorrigibleneſt and unreformedneff veer 

| former waſting and deſtroying Fndgments, brings the Judge 

'\" mend of Pirewpon # peopleg' pays 92, 93; 94. 

Fifibly, Inſolent and cruel oppreſſing of the ppor brings Beſolas 
ting Fudyments upon a people, pap. 95 10 100, 

Sixtbly, Rejefling the Goſpel, coutemning the Goſpel, and ſlight. 
ing tbe free and graeitms offers of Chrift intbe G iſþel, brings 
the _ Difenſation wp a people, pag, 100 to 104. 


Nm upon Cities and people, pag. 112 to 128, 
The eighth ſin that brings the Fudgment 0 Fire, is mens giving 


themſelves over to fornication and going fier ſtrange feſh, 

pag. 128 fo 133, 

The ninth fin that brings the yp of Fi ire upon a people, ol 

PR_—_ of the Sabbath, pag. 137 to r51, 

Temb Fo The prophanen'ſl, lewdneſs, b idueſs, and DA 
of the Clergie, brings the Juegaens of Fire, -pag. 151,152, 


Zo 
Elon, Sometimes the ſins of Princes and Rulers bring the 
ment of Fire upon perſons and. plates, pag, 1 53. 
WE ro The abuſing, mocking, and deſpiſing of the Meſſen- 
gers of the Lord, brings the fiery Diſpenſation upon a people, 


Pap. 153, I54- 
Thirteembh, Shedding of the blood of the juſt js a crying fin 


that brings the Judgment of Fire, and lays all deſolate, pag, 
134 to 168; 


Of Sin, and of Gods Peoples Sins: 


By fiery tryals God will make a fuller diſcovery of bis peoples 


fins, pag. 34, 35+ 
By fiery tryals Ged deſigns the preventing of ſin, pag. 35, 
36. 


By fiery tryals God deſigns the imbittering of fin 10 bir people, 
Pag- 36, 37, 38. 
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By fiery tryals God defigns the mortifying and purging away of | 
bis peoples ſins, pap. 38, 39, 40. 41. 
Sin in the general brings 1he judgment of Fire upon a people, 
Pare 64, 653.66, 67- "15 #1y * 
Twelve ob/ervable things «bout ſin, pag. 218, 219, The firft 
' Part of the Application, 


Thirtzen ©opports' to bear up their hearts who have cither 
- | loſt all, or much, or moſt of. what they had in 
E, - - this. World. NU rod 
"be firſt ſupport is this, the great God might have burnt wp all, 
be might not bave left one bowſe ſtinding, pag, 57 to 60. 
The ſecond ſupport is 1his, viz. That God ba given tbem their 
' lives for a prey, pag. 60 to 70. | | 
The third. ſupport is thir,-viz, This has been the Common Lot, 
the common Caſe both of finners and Saints, pag. 70, 71. 
The fourth ſupport is this, viz That though they bave loſt much 
4 they. are men, as they are Citizens , Merchants, Tradeſmen, 
yet they bavc loſt nothing as they are Chriſtians, as they are 
Saints, at they are tbe Called of God, pap. 7I, 72, 73«: 
The fifth ſuppart is .tbis, viz, That the Lord will certainly one 
way or another make up all their loſſes to them,pag.74,75 ,76. 
The fixth ſupport is this, viz, That by fiery Difþenſations the 
' Lord will make way for the new Heavens and the new Earth, 
be will-make way for the glorious deliverance of his people, 
Pag. $0, $1, 82. | . Lau 
The ſeventh ſupport is this, viz, That by fiery Diſpenſations 
God will bring about the ruine and deſtruttion of bis and bis 
peoples enemies, pag, 82, $3, 
The eighth ſupport is this, viz. That all ſhall end well, all 
ſhall work for gcod, pag: $3, 84, $5. 
| The ninth ſepport is this, viz. That there was a preat mixture 
of mercy in that dreadful judgment of Fire that turned Lon- 
don into a ruinous beap, pag. 85, 86, $7, $8, 89, 
90; 9t. 
The tenth ſupport is this, viz, That there are-worſe judgments 


| then the judgment of Fire, which God might but has nat ine 
| flified 
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flifted upon the Citizens of London ; this is made good five 
WaJs, from pag. gI ts 99, 
The eleventh ſupport ts this, Viz, Your outward condition % 
not worſe then Chriſts was, when he was in the world, pag, 
99, 100, 101. i | ay 
The twelfih ſupport s this, viz, That your outward condition 
in thu world 1s not worſe then theirs was of whans. thus wor 
was not worthy, pigs LOI, 102. . 
The thirteemh ſupport 15, viz, There ts. a worſe fire thes that 
'. which has turned London into & ruinexs heap, viz.. the fir 
of Hell, which Chriſt has freed Believers from, pag 102t 
I'25» 


: . 
T. | | 


Of the Text, | 


\The Text opened, pag, 1,2, 3, 4,5» The firſt Parc of the; 
Book, 


| 


Of Thankfulneis. 


| 

|Six Arguments to- encourage Chriſtians to thankfulneſs and 

cheerfulneſs under the lute d-ſolating Judgment of Fire, 
PaS. 179, 180, 181, T.< filii Pail of if applicacion. 


W. 
Of Divine Warnings, 2nd the danger of lighting them, 


Ten Arguments tp work men 10 take bird of ſl'ghting Divine 
Warnings, pag. 231028. The fitli Pac ut the Buck, 


Of che Wicked, 


The Wicked are compared to four things in Scripture, pag. 
82,83, The fic Parr ot the Application, ney 
O:: 

| 
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Of che World, andthe Vanity of ic, and of 
a worldly Spirits 


1 
The Vanity of the World diſcovered, pag. 184, 185;186- 
I 87. ' \ | 
Ten Arguments to prove that a worldly fpirit ftill havgs wpoy | 
the burnt Citizens, pag. 187 to 193. . | 
Ten Maxims for the burat ('uizent ſeriouſly and frequently | 
to dwell upon, as they whnld have their affeftions moderated 
to the things of this World, pag. t93 to 216, by 
How we may lawfully defire the things of the World, expreſt in 
three Particulars, pag. 216, 217. 
There was a great deal of Worldlineſs among the profeſſing pev- | 
ple of London, pag. 58, 59. The firſt Part of the Book, | 
An inordinate lowe to the World will expoſe a man to ſeven 
great loſſes, pag. 59, 60, 61, 


——_ —_ 
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ISatan 42. 24, 25. 


Who gave Jacob to the ſpoil, and Iſrael to 
the Robbers ? did not 1 the Lord ? be againft 


| whom' we have ſinned ; for they would mot. 
walk in his ways, neither were they obedient to, 


bis Law. b 
Therefore he bath*poured upon him the fury 


of his anger, and the ſirength of battel ; and it 
| hath ſet him on fire round about, yet he knew | 
not ; and it burned bim, yet be-laid it not to | 


heart. it 


Fe 
HE Lord in this” Chapter, by che Prophet =j 
2SC2KS Eſay, doth foretel| hw things againſt the 
þ- x" &Þ pcople, and by the way marks the Lords 

$$ - dealings ; he ever gives warnings before he 

by WP ſends any plagues z he lightens before he 
FFEEPLES thonders, that the people mighe not ſay, they 
did not hear of it, and that the wicked might 
be the more inexcuſable, and that the godly might make an 
\rk tg ſave themſelves in. Theſe words contain in them five 
| {-veral things, 1, The Author of this DeftruRtion or Judg- 
"ment, 2, The Cauſes of it. 3, The Judgment it (elf, - 4, 
Who they were on whom this. Judgment was inflited. - 5, 
The Eff: of it. © Nuw by Divine permiſſion 1 will open 
theſe word* in order to you, 
For the firſt, the Author ofit. Now this is laid down by I. 


Q"cſtion and Anſwer, Who gave Facob to the fporl,. and 
B 


Ira 
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Iſrael to the Robhers ? there's the Queſtion : Did not I the 

Lod 2 ther@..the Anſwer, God is.che Author of all the 

Plagues and Judgments that befal a Nation. 
2. Secondly, The Cauſes why the Lord did this to a people 
that he had choſen to be- a ſpecial people unro himſe]f, to. a 
{Deut.-.5. | people upon whom he had (et his love, to a' people that he 
7 8. Deut.32.1 had owned for his portion, and that he had formerly kept 
10, FH, 2+ Jas the Apple of his Eye, and carried as upon Eagles wings. 
Now the cauſes arc ſet down, fi: more generally in theſe 
words, Becauſe they bave ſinned aga'vjt the Lord, Secondly, 
more particularly in theſe words, For th:y would not walk, 
in his ways, neither were they obertient to bes Law, | 
3. The third thing obſervable in the words, is the dreadful 
ſudgments themſclves that God inflited upon his ſinful peo. 
ple, his inning people, and theſe you have in verſ. 25, 

Therefore be bath poured upon him the fury of his anger , | 
not only his anger, but the fury of his anger, to ſhew the 
greatneſs of it, the extremity of it. Mark, he doth not ſay, 
that God did drop down his anger, but he poured down hi: 
anger and indiznation. This Phraſe | þ: poured out | is an 
alluſion to the clouds pouring down of water violently all at 
once, in an inſtant, as they do many times in the LevantSeas, 
Gen, 6.11, | in Egypt, at the Indies, and in ſeveral other parts of -the 
world ; as they did in the Deluge, when the windows of 
Heaven were broke open. Now by this ſimilictude,- the 
| Lord ſhews the dreadfulneſs, the grigvouſncſs, the ſudden- 
| neſs, and'the vechemency of the Judgments that were fallen 
upon ther, 
ih And the firength of Battel, | The Lord appears in Arms 
againſt them in the greatneſs and ficrcencſs of his wrath; he | 
ſent in a very powerful Enemy.vpon.them, that with fire and 
ſword over-ran them and their Country, and :deſtroygd 
them on every fide, as you may ſee by comparing-the 2 Kwgs 
23. 33-#lt, wich the 24: and 25. Chapters following. | 
And bath ſet bim on fire round about | That is (fay ſome) 

all the Countries, Cities, and Towns round about Jeruſalem 
were {ct on fire. | | 
Jet be knew not, | Though God. had. burnt them up on 


every 
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they were not at all aff:&ed with the fiery Diſpenſations of 
God, O thedulnefi, the inſenfiblenels, the fottiſhnefs of the 
| Jews under the molt awakning and amazing Judgments of 
God ! (And it burned bim,) This ſome apply to the City 
of Feruſalem it ſelf: God did not only fire the Cities and 
Towns round about Jeruſalem, but he alſo fer Ferwfalem it 
ſelf into a flame. Feruſalem which was beautiful for ft1tua» 
tion, the Joy of the whole Earth, the Paradiſe and Wonder 
of the world, is turned into aſhes, (Tet be /aid it not to heart ) 
or upon his heart, as the Original runs. O the monſtrous 
ſtupidity, inſenſiblene(s , and blockiſhneſs of this people ! 
Though God had brought them low, though their Crown 
was fallen from their head, though their glorious City was 
eurned into aſhes, and though they were almoſt deſtroyed by 
many ſmarting miſcries and dreadful calamities ; yet they 
were not affected with the ſtupendious Judgments of God, 
they were not awakned by all the flames that God had kind. 


every hand, yet they took nonotice of it,they regarded itnot, | 


Diod orus Sicy- 
las writes, that 
in Athiopia 
there is luch a 
lortiſh inſenfi- 
ble people, 
that if you cut 
them viith a 
drawn ſword, 
or ſlay their 
wives and - 
children be- 
fore their fa- 
CES, they are 
nor at all af- 
fefted with ir, 
nor moved at 
It, Such brures 
were theſe | 
Jews, 


to heart, nor they would not Jay the Judgments of God upon | 
their hearts, | 

The fourth thing obſervable in the words it, the perſons, 
the people that were ſpoiled, deſtroyed, and conſiimed by 
fire, and they were Jacob and Iſrael ; Wby gave F acob for a 
fp9i/, and Ijs ael to the Rubbers ? They were a praying people, 
a profelling people, a faſting people, a peculiar people, a pri- 
vilcdged people, and yet for their fins they became a deſtroy- 
ed pcople, a conſumed people, a ruined people, 

The fifth thing obſervable in the words is,the littleEff:& the 


led about their cars, they did not lay the Judgments of God 


LE. 


By TitudV, eſpa- 


Judgments of God had upon them. Now they were uncer ſuch 
monſtrous ſtupidity, that they were not all awakned, nor af- 
fefted with the Judgments of God, they regarded them nor, 
they laid themnot to heart, And as ſtupid and ſenſeleſs were 
they when Titus Yeſp2ſi an had laid their City deſolate by fire 
and ſword, and fold thicty of them for one piece of falver, as 
Foſephws and other Hiſtorians tell us, O Sirs, fince their cru. 
cifying of the Lord of Glory, they have never laid their fin- 


1an their land | 
became aſtage | 
of blood and 
of all kind of 
barbariſms, 
and now their 
lo renowned 
Ciry, their 
Temple, 


ger upon the right ſore,to this very day they wont acknow- 
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| | 


( and Santum 
1 SaxdForum lo 


world over, 
 -] was turned in- 
:4ro aſhes, and | 


ledge their fin. in erucifying of the Lord of Glory. They 
confeſs they have ſinned more then ever, and" therefore "cis 
that God hath more ſorely afflicd them. then ever ;. but 


aſhered in the total ruine of their City and Country, they 
cannot be brought-to. acknowledge to this very day, though 


2.4 

Son of a Lye, a Baſtard,. and his Goſpel Aven GHaion, the 
Volume of Lyes,,or the Volume of Iniquity, and us Chriſtians 
Joiim, that is, Gentiles, Edomites ; when they ſalute a Chri- 
tian, chey call him Shed, thar i:, Devil. They hate all Chri- 


'Tis true, the length of thoſe heavy Judgm:nts under whicti 
they groan to-this very day, hath often puzlcd the Intelleu- 
als of their Rabbics, and hath many times put them to a 
ſtand, and ſometimes to break out. into a kind of confeſlion, 
That ſurely their Judgments conld 'not laſt fo long, but for 
crucifying of one that was. more then-a man. There was 
rone.Rabbi'S.mnel, who fix hundred years ſince, writ a Trat 


helc long captivity and extream miſcry. And after that he 
nad proved Tc was inflited for ſome grievous ſin, he ſheweth 


{|rhat fin to be'the ſame which Amos ſpeaks of, For three tranſ. 


greſliong of.Ifr4e!, and for four, 1 will not turn away the pu- 
'niſhment thereof, becauſe they fold the righreous for filver, 
The (elling of Joſepb he makes the | ſin, the worſhipping 


tn Ezypr,, for the ſecond, they wandred forty years in the 
wilderneſs ; for the third, they were Captives ſeventy years 


{ivicy, even till this day. *Tis certain, that the body of that 


_ people 


their cruelty eo Chriſt, their. crucifying of Chriſt, which | 


che Lord hath burnt them-ap on-cvery hand, and hath ſcat- | 
'hrered them+as dung all over the-carth.to this = 4 A 
| Learned Wricer-tells us, that they,call Chriſt Bar-choz.h, the 


tians, but none ſo much as thole that are converted from Ju- | 
Jaiſm to Chriſtianity, and all this after ſo great a burning and | 
deſolation that the Lord has made in the midit* of them, | 


in form of an Epiſtle to Rabbi Iſzac, Maſter of the Syhagogoe. 
of the Jews, wherein ke doth excel/ently diſcuſs the cauſe of 


of the Calf in Horeb the ſecond fin, the abuſing and killing of | 
ods Prophets the third fin. and the ſelling of Jeſus Chritl 
the fourth fin, For the firſt they ſerved four Hundred years 


{n Babylon ;, and for the fourth, they arc held in pitiful Cap- | 
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people are under woful blindneſs and hardneſs to this very 
day. And thus much for the opening of the words, 

The'2s, verſe is the Scripture that 1 do intend to ſpeak 
ſomething to,. as the Lord (hall aſſiſt, Now the Propofation 
which 1 only intend to infiſt upon, is this, Viz, 

That God is the Author or Efhcient cauſe of all. the great 
Calamitics and dreadful Judgments that are inflifted upon 
Cities and Coeuntrics, and in particular of that of fire, 

Now that God is the Author or Efficient cauſe of all the 
-Freat Calamitics and dreadful Judgments that are inflifted 
upon Cities and Countries, will evidently appear- to every 


the 26. Chapter of Leviticas, and the'28. Chapter of Dexte. 
ronomy, With that 14. of Ezeki«/, from verſ. 13, to-verſ., 22. 


Judgment of Fire that is at any time inflicted upon Cities and 
Gountrics, will ſufficiently appear-in theſe following Sccri- 
ptures, Amos 3.6. Shall a Trumpet be blown in the City, and 
the people not be afraid ? ſhall there be evil in the City, and the 
Lord bath not-done it # This. is to be underſtood of the evil 
of puniſhment, and not-of the evil of fin. Amos 4. 11:1 
have overthrown ſome - of* you as.God overthrew Sodom and Go- 
morrah, aud ye were as @ fire-brand plucks out of the burnings, 
Jet have ye not- returned unto m6, ſaith the Loxd, HerefT) is 


Amos 1. 14, But I will kindle a. fire in the wall of Rabbah- 
(that is, in the Metropolis or chieF-City of the Ammonites ) 
ind it ſhall devour the palaces thirerf,. Rabbah their head- 
City, was a cruel, bloody, govetous, and ambitious City, 
ver/. 133 And therefore, rather than it ſhould eſcape divine 


from Chal#ea) hear the Word of the Lord. Thus aith the 
Lord God, Behold, Iwill kindica fire in thee, and” it ſhall 
devour every green tree in thee, and: every dry tree; the fla- 
ming flames ſhall not be quenched, and all fuel from the 
Southi.co the North ſhall be burnt therein, verſe 48, And all 


mans underftanding,that will but take the.pains to-read ever |. 


» That Ged is the Author or Efficient cauſe of this d+cadful }- 


emphatical and excluſive, as if he ſhould ſay, I; and I-alone. } 


vengeance, God will kindle a fire in the wall of it, and burn }- 
it wich his own hands, Ezek.-20. 47. And fay to the forret | 
of the South, (thats to- Ferxſa/em, that did Iyc South- wards |: 


Deaf, 


F 


You will figd 
this Scripture 
fully opened 

in the follow- Þ 
ing Diſcourſe. [| 
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fleſh ſhall ſee that I che Lord have kindled it, it ſhall not be 
| quenched, Men ſhall ſee that *twas God that kindled the fire, 
and not man, and therefore 'twas beyond mans «kill or pow- 
{er to quench it, or to over-maſter it. Jer. 7, 20. Therefore, 
thus ſaith the Lord God, Bchold, mine anger and my fury 
(hall be poured 'out upon this place, upon man, and upon! 
beaſt, and upon the trees of the ficld, and upon the fruit of 
the ground, and it ſhall burn, and ſhall not be quenched, 
The Point being thus proved for the further opening of "it, 
premiſe with me theſe things. Z 

1. Firſt, That great afflitions, dreadful Judgments, are 
likened unto fire in the blefſed Scriptures, P/al. 66, 12, We 
went through fire and water, Fer, 4+ 4. Circumcife your 
ſelves to .'the Lord, and take away the fore-skins of your 
heart, ye men of F»dab, and Inhabitants of Jeraſalem , leſt 
my fury come forth like fire, and burn, tharnone can quench 
it, becauſe of the evil of your doings. Jer. 21. 12, O houſe 
of David, thus faith the Lord, execute Judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is ſpoiled ont of che hand of 
the opprefior, leſt my fury go ont like fire, and burn, that 
none can quench it, becauſe of the evil of your doings. Lam. 
2. 3, 4. He hath cut off in his anger all the horn of /ſrael, he 
hath drawn back his right hand from before the enemy, and 
barned againſt Facob like a flaming fire which devcureth 
round about, he- hath bent his bow like an enemy, he ſtood 
with his right hand” as an adverſary, and (ew ajl that was 
pleaſant to the eye'in the Tabernacle of the Daughter of Zion, 
he poured out his fary like - fire, Ezek., 15,7, And I will 
ſet my face againſt them, they ſhall. go out from one fire, and 
another fire-ſhall devonr them, and ye (hall-know that I am 
the Lord, when I ſet my face againſt them, *Ezck, 22, 20, 21, 
22, As they gather Silver and Braſs, and Iron and Lead, and 
Tin into the midſt of the furnace to blow the fire upon it, to 
melt it ; ſo will I gather you in mine anger and in my fury, 
and I will leave you there, and melt you : yea, I will gather 
| you, and blow upon you in the fire of rmy wrath, and ye ſhall 
be melted in the midſt thereof: As falver is melted in the 
midſt of the furnace, ſo ſhall ye be melted in the midſt = 
or, 


© et ee 
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of, and ye (hall know that I the Lord have poured out my 
fury upon you. Thus” you ſce that great afflictions, great 
Judgments are likened unto fire. 
But in what reſpets are great Aﬀlitions, great Judgments Ones 
like unto fire ? oh 
In theſe ſeven reſpeRs they are like unto fire, Anſw, 


Firſt, Fire is very dreadful and terrible to mens thoughts, " 
ſpirits, and apprehenfions z how dreadful was the fire of 
Sodom, and the fire of London to all that were near it, or ſpe- 
FHators of it ! *Tis obſervable, that ſomeare ſet out in the 
bleſſed Scripiures as Monuments of moſt cerrible and dread- 
ful Vengeance, whom the Kings of Babylon roaſted in the fire; Je.s 
of them, *cis ſaid, fhall be taken up a curſe; when any impre= |; TY 
cated ſore vengeance from the Lord upon any one, tis ſaid, 
The Lord make thee like 4hab and Zedekiah , whom the 
Kings of Babylon roaſted in the fire, *Tis very dreadful and, 
terrible for a man to have the leaſt member of his body frying 
in the fire ; but how terrible and dreadful muſt it be 
for a mans whole body to be roaſted in the fire ! {o are the 
Judgments of the Lord . very terrible and dreadful to: the | 
children of men. My fleſh tremblcth for fear of thee, and I |Plal. 119.120, 
am afraid of thy Judgments. Hab, 3. 16. When I heard, my 
belly trembled, -my lips quivered at the voice : rottenneſs 
entred into my bones, and | trembled in my ſelf, that I might 
reſt in the day of trouble, But, | 


Secondly, Fire is very painful and tormenting (in which 2. 
reſpe&s Hell-torments are compared to fire) ſo are great Af. 
fictions and Judgments, they are very painful and rorments | 
ing, they put a Land into fore travel ; next to the pangs of 
Confcience, and the pangs of Hell , there are none to thoſe 
|pangs that are bred and fed by terrible Judgments. Bur, 


Thirdly, Fire is of a diſcovering nature, it enlightens mens 3 
eyes to ſee thoſe things that they did not (ce-betore 3 fo do - 
the terrible Judgments. of God enlighten mens minds and, |. , 
underſtandings ſometimes to know: the Lord, , Hence *tis, xzek. 21.3, 


that after Judgments threatned, God doth ſaoftenell them 4» 5» 6, 7» 
| that | 


Iſa, 26.17, 18; 


_- 
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| chat they ſhal/ know he Lord Sometimes God by his 
Judgments enhighrens mens minds to ſe< ſuch an evil in fin, 
chat they never ſaw before, aid to ſee ſuch a vanity, mutabi- 
ity, imporency, and uncertainty in the Creature, that they 
. never ſaw before; and to ſee ſuch a need of tree-grace, of 
rich mercy, and of infinite favour and goodneſs, that they 
| Pſal. 66,3. 5. [never ſaw before ; and to {ce ſuch Majeſty and terriblene(s 
in God, which they never ſaw before, Fob 37,22, With 
God is terrible Majeſty. But, | 


4. Fourthly, Fire is probatory and refining, and 'fo are the 
<] Judgments of God, they will try what meral men are made 
Ifa. 1. 25; of z they will try whether men are ſound and ſincere, or hy- 
- | Nal. 3.1, 2,3. | Pocritical and hollow , whether men are real Chriſtians, or 
+ 4 58s 26.28, {nominal Chriſtians ; whether they are throughout Chriſti- 
79: = | ans, or almoſt Chriſtians z whether their graces are true or 
| -] counterfeit, and whether they have much, or but a Jitt e 
[-race. Iſa. 1. 9. The Lords fire is in Zion, and his furnace 
in Ferwſalem, Zacha, 13, 9. And:4 will bring the third'fart 
:hroughi the fire, and will refine-them as falver is refined, and 
will ery themas gold is tryed. 1 Pet. 44 12; Beloved, think} 
Jit not-ſtrange concerning the fiery tryal, which is to try you, 
'IStars 'fhine brighteſt in the darkeſt night Torches are the 
[better for beating 5 Grapes come not «tothe proof, till they 
come to-the- preſs-z- Spices ſmell ſweeteſt , when peunded:; 
young, Trees root, the faſter for ſhaking z Vincs are the better 
for bleeding z Gold looks the brighter for ſcouring z and 
Juniper ſmells ſweeteſt in the fire : The Application is cafie, 
But, 
5. 1 F ifchly, Fire is of a.conſuming and devouring nature (as 
|vc have lately found by woful Experience) Pal, 18. 8. 
Ia. 66.15,16, | There went out a ſmoak out of his noſttils, and fire out of his 
__ 9: [mouth devoured, Fer. 15. 14. Afireis kirdlcd in my anger, 
0 _ oe which ſhall bur-upon you. Ezek, 22. 31. Therefore have ] | 
poured out my indignation upo!, ther, I have confumed 
them with the fire of my wrath. Natural fire is a great de- 
A vourer, but myſticatfire;thefire of divine wrath, is infinite: 
'y a greater devourer : -men maytand before a natural fire, 
but | 


120, 
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bur no man has ever bin able to ſtand before the devouring fire 
of divine wrath, The anger and wrath of God againſt wicked 
men is exceeding hot, *cis a burning, fiery, flaming wrath, 
againſt which they are never able to ſtand, 1a. 27. 4. Who 
would (et the bryars and thorns againſt me in batte], | would | 
go through them, 1 would burn them together, Bryars and 
thorns areas well able to ſtand before a devouring fire, as | 
wicked men are able to ſtand before the fmoaking wrath of 
that God which is a conſuming fire, Heb, 12, 29. 


Sixthly, Fire breaks out ſuddenly and unexpectedly, in 6. 
an hour, in a moment, when no man thinks of it, when no 
man looks for it ; as you ſee by that late dreadful fire, that 
in a few days turr'd a glorious City into a ruinous heap: So 
the Judgments of God, they come ſuddenly and unexpe&ed= 
ly upon the ſons of men, witneſs the | 7m of God that 
came upon the old world, Sodow and Gomorrah, Nadgb and | Math: 24: 37, 
Abibn, Corah, Datban, and Abiram. 1 Theſ. 5.3. Forwhen| ol. 
they ſhall ſay, peace and fafety , then ſudden deſtrution 
cometh upon them, as travel upon a woman with child, and 
= ſhall not eſcape, Security is a certain fore-runner of 
deſolation and deſtrution. The Apoſtle by the fimilitude he 
uſes, ſhews that the deftruQion of the wicked is, 1, certain, 
2, ſudden, 3. inevitable. Bur, 


_— 


Seventhly, Fire is impartial, it makes-no difference be-. 7. 
tween rich. and poor, high and low, honourable and baſe, 
bond and free, male and fema ec, &c. So the Judgments of 
God are impartia), they reach all ſorts. and ranks of. perſons. 


ut, 
Eighthly and laftly, Fire is violent and irrcſiſtable z we 8. 
have had as dreadful a proof of this-in the late dreadful Con- | 
flagration of Londox, as ever any people bave had fince the 
Lord Jeſus was on earth : So are the Judgments of God vio. | 
lent and irrefiſtable, witneſs the raging Peſtilence -and the 
bloody Sword, that in- 1665. and 1666, - has ſent ; many 
ſcore thouſands to their, long honges. And thus you' ſee how 
that Metaphorically or Typically great and fore. Judgments 
do reſemble fire, Bur, C Second- 
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2. | ' Secondly, Prerei © this with me, fire is ſometimes attri, 
buted unto God, Heb, 12. 29, Qur God is a conſuming fire 5] 
ſometimes fire is-atiributed to Chriſt, Mal. 3. 2, But who 
Yay abide the day of his coming? and who ſhall ſtand when 
he appeareth ? for he j« !ike a refiners fire,and like fullers ſope. 
And ſometimes firc is attributed ro the Holy Ghoſt, Mu?.3.11, 
[ indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but he that 
cometh afrer me, is mightier then I; whoſe ſhoes I am nor 
worthy to bear, he ſhall baptizc you with the Holy Ghoſt and 
| with fire, .that is, with that fiery Holy Ghoſt, that Spirit of 
| Judgment and of burning wherewith the filth of the Daugh. | . 
ter of Zion is waſhed away; Iſa, 4.4. But, 


3, Thirdly, Premife this with me, the word Fire in Scri- | 
, pture is ſometimes uſed by the Holy Ghoſt to ſet forth fin by, 
Ifo, 9. 18. For wickedneſs burneth as the fire, it ſhall devour 
| the bryars and thorns, and ſball kindle jry he thickeſt of the| 
} forreſt, and they ſhall moant up like the lifting up of ſmoak : 
So the burning luſt of uncleanneſs, Rom, 1. 27, They burned | 
in luſt one towards another : So 1 Cor. 7: 9:- Its better to 
marry then to burn. And ſo Sodom was fr ſt in a flame of burn- 
ing luſts before it was burnt with fire from Heaven « But this 
19 not the fire that is here meant-in the Propolition that we are 
upon. But, 
* Fourthly, Premiſe this with'me ; fire is ſometimes taken 
| for the blefſed Angeh, Pſal. 104 4. Who maketh his An» 
Heb, 1. 7- cls Spirits, his Miniſters a flaming fire. Hence it is, that 
the Angels are called Scraphims, which ſignifies burning or 
Ifa-6:2.. |flaming ones, and they-are (et forth by this name, to note 
their irreſiftable power; for as there is no withſtanding of the 
furious flames,fo there is no withſtanding of theſe burning or 
flaming ones. Ferom,” Muſcular, and feveral others are of 
j2 Kings 19. | opinion; that the Angel that deſtroyed of Sennacberibs Hoſt 
Fe a hundred and fourſcore and five thouſand in one night, that 
he did ic by fice, burning their bodies, their garments being 
untoucht, . But the fire in the Propofition (cannot be under. 
ſtood of the blefled Angels, fos ſeveral reaſons not here to be 


alledged. Bit _ 
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* Fiſchly, Premiſe this with me ; fire in Scripture is ſome-| 
| eimes taken for Wars. The fire of thine enemies (that is, the 
Wars that ſhall be amongſt the Nations) ſhall devony them. 
Thou fhalr be viſited of the Lord with a flame of devouring 
fire ; but the Nations that fight againſt the Altar, ſhall be a! 
dream. Now fire in this ſenſe is not to be excluded out of the 
Propofition, Burt, | 
' Sixthly, Premiſe this with me 4 fire ſometimes notes the 

ſpecial preſence of God in a way of ſpecial love and favour to 
his people in z Zx0d. 3. 2. you read how the Lord 3ppeared 
unto Moſes in a flame of- fire out of the midſt of a Buſh; and 
| he looked, and behold, the buſh burned with fire, and the 
buſh was not conſumed : here was a repreſentation of the. 
Churches afflition that was then in Egypt, a houſe of bon- 
dage, in the midſt of a fiery furnace : But now the Lord was 
in the buſh, while the boſh (the dry buſh, or the Bramblc. 
buſh, as the Hebrew word ſignifies) was in a flamingire. In 
that Det, 33.16, you read of the good will of him that 
dwelt in the buſh, God was there in a way of merciful prote. 
&ion and preſervation ; they were in the fire, but the Lord 
was with them in the fire, in all their fiery tryals God did 


bear them company. But, 


Seventhly, Premiſe this with me ; in the bleſſed Scripeures 
we read of ſupernal fire,of fire that came down from above, 


Heaven on Sodom and Gomorrah, Gen. 19, 24+ Alſo fire 
came down from Hgaven on them that offcred incenſe in the 
_——— of Kerab, And (6 fire came down from Heaven 
on the two Captains and their Fifties. -+Secondly, we read 
{of fire that came down from Heaven as a. fign and token of 
Gods favour. And ſo*fire came down from Heaven on. the 
| Sacrifice of Solomor, and on the Sacrifice of F/iab. God in 
thoſe times did delight to ſhew his ſpecial love and favour to 


and that, x. asa fign of Gods anger : ſo fire came down from| 


Ifa.25, t1,t2, 
Chap. 29.6,7. 


4 
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Numb, 16. 35. | 


2 Kings 1, x0, | 
11,12, ; 
2 Chron. 9. 2, |: 


2 Kings 18, 
38. ' 


his precious ſervants by fire from Heaven ; But in the Pro- 
—_— weare to underſtand not ſupernal, but material fire, 
t, 


ſome= 
times 


Eighthly and laftly, Premiſe this with me ; fire is 
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Sce 2 Chron, I taken literally for that material fire that conſumes, Hou» 
| _ io 18, | (es, Towns, Cities, and the moſt ftatcly Struftures, Fer. 21.10, 
Clues 7+ {For Lhave (et my face againſt this City for evil, and nor for 
Pfal. 74. 7, | £00d, faith the Lord, it ſhall be given into the hand of the 
JDeur, 13, 16.;f King of Babylon, and he ſhall burn it with fire, 2 Chron, 35- 
| 113. And they roaftcd the Paſſover with fire, Nebem. 1. 3. 
And they ſaid unto me, the remnant that arc left of the Cap- 
| tivity there in the-Province, arc in great afflition and re-| 
proach, . the. Wall of Fernſalem alſo is broken down, and the 
| Gates thereof are burnt with fice, Ch.p. 2,2, 3-. Wherefore 
{ the King (aid unto me, why is thy countenance ſad, ſecing 
{chou art not fick ? this is nothing but ſorrow of heart : then 
pl was. very fore afraid, and (aid unto the King, Let the| 
King live for ever, why ſhould not my countenance be ſad, 
when the City, the place of my fathers ſepulebres lyeth walte, 
and the gates thereof are conſumed with fire > Now this ma- 
terial fire is the fire that is meant in the Propofition. , O Sirs / 
{God is as much the Author or Efficient cauſe of this Judg- 
- ment of fire, as he is the Auchor or Efficient cauſe of Sword, 
Famine,and Pcftilence. This I-bave in part proved already 5 
| but ſha[l more abundantly make it good in that which 
follows. : 

But you will ſay, Sir, we know very well that God is the| 
Author or Efficienc cauſe of this dreadful Judgment of Fire, 
as well as he is the Author or | fhcient cauſe of any other | 
} Judgment that we have cither felt or feared : But we-carneſt: 
y defire to know-what the ends of God ſhould: be in inflift- | 
ing this ſore and heavy Judgment of Fire upon his-poor pev- 
ple, and in turning their glorious City into aſhes, *Fliis we 

|. are ſure of, that whoever kindled the fire, God did blow the 

= coal, and therefore we (hall not now conſider what there was 

Jof mans treachery concurring with Gods ſeverity -in that}. 

dreadful Calamggy by Fire ; but rather inquire !after 'the' 

, grounds, reaſons,” or -ends that God'aims- at by that fiery 
Diſpenfation that has latcly paſt upon us, 

Now here give me Icave toſay, that fofar as the late Fire | 
"was a heavy Judgment of God upon the City, yea, upon the 
men ent God i-ioflidting that Judgment Ire |; 
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doubtleſs: ſuch as. reſpe& both finners and Sainte, the righ. 
reous and the wicked, the: prophane and the holy, the good 
and the bad. . Now (ich as reſpeftthe wicked and ungodly, 
[ take to be theſe that follow; 


Firſt, That he may evidence his Soveraignty,and that they 
may know that there is a God; The prophane Atheiſt ſaith 
in his hearc, there is no God , but God by his terrible Judg- 
ments ſtartles and awakens the Atheiſt, and makes him unſay 
what he had faid in his heart. When God appears in flames 
of fire, devouring, and deſtroying all before him, then the 
proudeſt and the ftouteſt Atheiſts in the world will confeſs, 
that:there i+a Cod yea, then they will bow and tremble 
under a ſenſe of the Soveraignty of God. The Soveraignty 
of God is that golden Scepter in his'/hand, which he will 
make all bow to, cither by his Word or by his Works, by his 
Mercies or by his Judgments. This Scepter muſt be kiſt and 
ſubmitted to, or elſe fire and ſword, deſolation and deſtru- 
&ion w'll . certainly follow. Fer. 18. 2, 3, 4. 6. Ariſe, and 
go down-to the potters houſe, and there will I cauſe thee' to | 
hear my word.» Then I went-down to the potters houſe, and | 
bchold, he wrought a work on the wheels. And the veſſel that | 
he-made of clay was marred inthe hand of the potter, fo he | 
made it again another veſſel that ſeemed good' to the potter | 
to make it, Ohouſe of Iſrae/, canmot I do with you as the 
ome ? ſaith the Lord. - Behold, as the clay is in the potters 


were ſo (tupid and fottiſh, that verbal-teaching without ſigns 


Feremiab to the potters houſe, that he might ſee by what the 
potter did , that though-he had made them. a People, a 


bad made. God would have this people to know, that he 
had as much power over them, and all they had, as the pat- 
ter had power over the clay thathe works upon; and that he 


as 
he 


| his plzaſure, as the potter had over his clay to diſpoſe of it 


* 


tt. 


UE 


and, ſoare ye in my hand, O houſe of T/rae/,. The Jews | 


would not work upon them, and therefore the Lord ſem |: 


Nation, a Church, a State; yet he could as-eafily' unmake|. 
them and mar themn,' as che porter marred the- veffel that he | 


had as much both might and rightalfo to diſpoſe of them at} 


I, 


Pſal. 14. I. 
Pſal. 10. 4, 5- 
Pſal. 5o. 21. 
Eccle. 8.11, 
Pſal, 24. 1. 
Dan. 6.25, 
26, 27. 

Iſa. 45. 9. 
Pſal. 2. 5, 10, 
In, 12, 

Hol. 2.8, 9, 
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God hath j#s he judged meet, Nay, Beloved, the potter has nor ſuch an 
F 14 omnia, jus | abſolute power over his pots and clay, as the, Lord has over 
| Ce the Sons of men, to make them, andbreak them at his plea- 
|chings, a right |ſure z and that partly, becauſe that the clay. is none of his 
| Kin all things, |creature; and partly, becauſewithout God give him ſtrength 
| he has no power to-make or break one vefſe!. God by the 
Prophet would have the Jews to know that *twas meerly by 
his good pleaſure and grace, that they came to be ſo glorious 
and flouriſhing a Nation as they were at this time ; yea; 
and further to know, that they were not ſo, great, and rich, 
and flouriſhing, and ſetled, and builr, but that he could as 
Iſa. 64.8, [cafily break them and mar them, as the potter could the 
| vefſe]-that was under his hand. Ah, Sirs, God, by that 
{dreadful fire thathas deſtroyed our houſes, and burnt up our 
(ubſtance, and baniſhed us from our habitation, and levelled 
| our ſtately Monuments of Antiquity and Glory cven with the 
ground, has given usa very high evidence of his Soveraignty 
both over our .perſons and all our concernments in this 
world, * Ah, London | London ! were there none within nor 
without thy: Walls that did deny the Soveraignty of. God, 
that did belye the Soveraignty of God, that did flight the 
| Soveraignty of God, that did make head againſt the Sove- 

raignty of God ? Were there none. within nor without thy 
Walls that did ſay, We are Lords, and we will come no 
=_ 31. [moreunto thee? [That did ſay,:Is notthis great Bobylcn (is 


Lam 4 3%" [not this great, London) that ,we have- built ? That did ſay, 


the Kings of . the Earth , and all the Inhabitants of che 
| World would not have believed, that the adverſary and the 
Exod. 5. 2 enemy (the flaming and.conſuming fire ) ſhould have centred 
* Jinto the gates of Fersſalem (into the Gates of Lenden,) That 

did ſay, Who is the Lord, chat we ſhould obey his voice 
That did advance a worldly Soveraignty above and againſt 
the Soveraignty of ,God and. Chriſt? 'Ah, London! London | 
if there were any ſuch. within or without thy Walls, then 
never wonder, that God:has in a. flaming and conſuming fire, 
proclaimed his Soveraignty.over thee, and that he hath given 
fuch' Atheiſts to. know frony woful cxperience , that both 
themſelves avd alli cheirconcernments arc in the hands of 7 
Lord, 


Tea om 
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ſore Judgments that any City cart fall under, are but the 
demonſtrations of his Soveraign Prerogative. Fſal. 9. 16. 
The Lord is known by the-Jadgments which he executeth 
the Power, Juſtice, and Soveraignty of God ſhines moſt glo. 
ciouſly in the exccution of his Jadgments upon the world, 


Secondly, God inflitts great and fore Jadgments vporr the 
Son« of men, that the world may ftand in awe of him, and 
that they may learn to fear and tremble before him : when'he 
appears as a conſuming fire, he expeRts that the Nation ſhould 
tremble, and that the. Inhabicants ſhould fear before him. 
1 Sam, 16; 4c. And Samnel did that which' the Lord ſpake, 
and came to Bethlehem, and the Elders of the Town trembled 
at his coming, and ſaid, comeſt thou peaceable > Shall the 
Elders of Betb/ebem tremble for fear that Samwel came to de- 
lnounce ſomepricyous Fadgment againſt them ? and ſhall not 
we tremble when God has executed his terrible Judgments 
upon u3 2” Shall Ahab tremble and humble himſelf, and faſt 
and lye in ſackcloth, -when ents are but threatned ?: 
and ſhall not we tremble and fear before the great God, who 
has a&ually inflifted upon us his three great Judgments, 
Peſtilence, Sword, and Fire ? Shall the Ninevites, both Prin- 
ces, Nobles, and people tremble and bumble themfelves in 
fackclothand aſhes, when God doth but threaten to over. 
throw their great, their rich, their populous City ? 'and ſhall 
not we tremble and lye low before the Lord, when we [ce 
great London, rich and populous London laid in aſhes before 
our eyes ? When the han of the Lord 'was ftretched out 
againſt the Egyptians, the Dukes of Edom were amazed, and 
che mighty men of Jeb trembled. Ah, how ſeverely has 
the hand of the Lord been ſtretched out againſt London and 
all her Inbabitants ! and therefore what cauſe have we to be 
amazed, and to tremble before that God who has appeared 
in flames of fire againſt us !: Lam, 2. 3, 4. He hath cut off 
in his fierce anger all the horn of /-ael, he hath drawn back 
his right hand before the enemy, and he burned againſt 7a- 
cob like a flaming fire, which devoureth' round about. He 
bent hisbow like an enemy, and poured out his fury like fite. 

God 


Lord, as theclay is in the hands of the potter and that the| 


Ia. 5. 16, 


24 


Conſult theſe 
Scriptures, 
Exod. 15. 14, 
Is, 16: 


Joſh.2. 10,11. | 


Rev. 15-4. 


1 Kings 24.20, 
21, 22, 23,24 
27, 28, 29, 


Jonah 3. 3, 4, 
5» 6,7, 8, 9, 
10, 


Exod. 15. 1g, | 
16 


See 2 Kings 6, 


30. and Chap. |, 


7. 6,7. 15, 


Jer. 4+-72 8,9. | | 


m_ 
—— 
I : 
” 
——_——__ 


p 


—c 


16 


London's Lamentations on | 


_— _ _ 


1 Weare wor- 
thy ( faith 
Chryſoftom ) of 
Hell, if for no 
other cauſe 
yerfſor fearing 
Hell and the 
evil.of puniſh- 
ment more 
_ Chriſt. 
Chryſ. Hom. $. 
| Epift. ad 
Rom, 


God burnt down their City, their Temple, their Gares, 
cheir Princely Habizarions, their glorious Strutures in the 


 ficrceneſs of his anger, and in the greatneſs of his wrath 


O, Sirs, when God falls upon burning work, when he pours 
out his fury like fire, when like a flaming fire he devours all 
our pleaſant things, and lays all our glory in duft and aſhes, 
we may ſafely conclude, that his _ is fierce, and that his 
wrath is great againſt us ; and therefore what eminent cauſe 
have we to fear and tremble before. him. ! God 13s a great 
and dreadful God, Dan. 9.4. A mighty God and terrible, 
Deat.7. 21, A great and terrible God, Nehem, 1.5. He is 
ſo in himſelf, and he has been ſo in his fiery Diſpenſations 
towards us, that the world by ſuch remarkable ſeverities, 
may be kept in awe of him. Generally fear doth more in the 
world then love, As there is little fincerity, fo there is but 
lictle ingenuity in the world ; and that is the reaſon why 
many very rarcly think of God, but when they are afraid of 
bim, Many timcs Judgments work where Mercics do not 
win. That famous Thomas Waldo of Lions, the Father of the 
Waldenſes, ſecing among many met together to be merry, 


| one ſuddenly fall down dead inthe ftreet.z it firuck fo to his 


heart, that he went home a penitent : it wrought-to a ſevere 
and pious reformation of his life, and he lived and dyed a 


| precious man. Though Pharaoh was not a pin the better for 


all the heavy Judgments that God inflited upon him ; yet 
Jetbro taking notice of thoſe dreadful Plagues and Pl g- 
ments that fell upon Pharsob and upon his people, and like- 
wiſc upon the Amalekites, was thereby converted and became 
a Proſclyte ; as Rabbi Solomon noteth upon that 19. cf Prov. 
25. The world is ſo untraftable, that frowns will do more 


| with them then ſmiles, That God.may keep wicked men in 


awe and in ſubj<Aian to him, he ſees it very needtu] tobring 


|common, and general, and over-{preading Judgments upon 
chem, Rev, 15. 4. Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and 
\x&orifie thy Name? for thon only art holy ; for a!l Nations 


(hall come and worſhip before thee ; for_ thy Judgments are 
magle manifeſt 'O, Sirs,, when the Judgments of the Lord 
come to be made maniteſt, then ir highly concerns all ranks 


»,. and 


— _ 
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and ſorts of men to fear the Lord, and to glorific his Name. 
How manifeft, how viſible has the raging Peſtilence and the 
bloody Sword, and the devouring Flames of London been in 
the midſt of us ! and, O that our fear, and dread, and awe of 
God were as manifeſt and as viſible as his udgments have 
been and ftill arc ! for his hand to this very hour is ſtretched 


out againſt us, Iſs. 9,12, But, 


Thirdly, God infli&s great and fore Judgments upon the 
Sons of men, and upon Cities and Countrice, to expreſs and 
make known his Power, Juſtice, Anger, Severity, and In- 
dignation againſt finners and their finfu] courſes, by which 
he has been provoked, Det. 32, 19, And when the Lord 
aw it,he abhorred them, becauſe of the provoking of his ſons 
and of his daughters. Yerſ. 21. They have provoked me to 
anger with their vanities, and I will provoke them to anger 
with a fooliſh Nation. Verſ. 22. For a fire is kindled in my 
anger, and ſhall burn unto the loweſt Hell, and (ball conſume 
the carth with her increaſe, and ſer on fire the foundations of 
the mountains. Verſ, 24. They ſhall be burnt with hunger 
and deyoured with burning heat (or with burning coals) and 
with bitter deftru&ion. There is a knowledge of God by 
his Works as well as by his Word, and by his Judgments as 
well as by his mercies. In his dreadful Judgments every one 
may run and read his Power, his Juſtice, his Anger, his Seve- 
rity, and his Indignation againſt fin and ſinners : 'Tis irrevo- 
cable fins that bring irrevocable Judgments upon finners , 
whilſt men hold on in committing great iniquities, God wil] 
hold on in infliging anſwerable ſeverities. When God can- 
not prevail with men to defiſt from ſinning, men ſhall not 
prevail with God to defift from deſtroying of them, their 
habitations, and all their pleaſant things. Fer. 2, 15. The 
young Lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made 
his Land waſte z his Cities are burnt without Inhabitant. 
Verſ. 17. Haſt thou not procured this unto thy ſelf, in that 
thoy haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, when he led thee by 
the ET ICED Nicepborws Phocas had built a mighty ftrang 


Wall about his Palace for his own ſecurity, in the night wn 
| D c 
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Herodotus. 


he heard a voice crying out unto him, & Gaciae? viliers 74+ 
Tax#; &c, O Emperour, though thou buildeſt the wall as 
high as the clouds ; yet if fin be within, it will overthrow 
all. Sin, like thoſe Traitors in the Troja# Horſe, will do 
Cities & Countries morc hurt in one night, then ten thouſand 
open enemies could do. in ten years. Cities and Countries 
might flouriſh, and continue as the days of Heaven, and be 
as the Sun before the Almighty, it his wrath be not provoked 
by their prophaneneſs and wickedne(s 7 $o that it is not any 
divine Aſpe& of the Heavens,nour any malignant ConjunQion 
of the Stars and Planets, but the looſe manners, the ungracious 
lives, and the enormous fins of men 4hat Jay Cities and 
Countries deſolate Fer, 13. 22. '414 if. thou ſay in thine 
heart, wherefore come theſe things upon me ? wherefore haib the 
Lord ſent plague, (word, famine, and fire to devour , and 
deſtroy, and to lay all in aſhes ? The Anſwer is, For the greatneſs 
of thine iniquity, God will in flames of fire diſcover his an» 
ger and indignation againſt fin and finners. The Hcathen 
Hiſtorian obſerves in the ruine of Troy, that the ſparkles 
and afhes of burnt Troy ſerved for: a. laſting monument of 
Gods great anger and diſpleaſure againſt great ſinners. The 
burning of Troy ſerved to teach men, that God puniſheth 
great ſinner« with great plagues : and certainly Londons be» 
ing laid in aſhes, is a high evidence that God knows how to 
be angry with finners, and how to puniſh fin with the foreſt 
of Judgments, The Gods of the Gentiles were ſenſcleſs 
ſtocks and ſtones, not able to apprehend, much. leſs torevenge 
any injury done unto them, Well therefore might the Philo» 


{ſopher be bold with Hercules to put him to: his thirteenth 


labour, in ſecthing of his dinner; and Martial with Priapts, 
in threatning him to throw him into the fire, if he looked 
not well'to his Trees. A child may play at the hole of a 


who dare play with a living Serpent ? who dare take a roar- 
ing Lyon by the beard ? Othat Ch iftian* then would take, 


{heed 'how they provoke the living God, for he is a conſuming 


fire, ind with a word of hi« mouth, yea, with the breath of 


iFmonth, he is able-to throw down, ard to burnup the 


— —— 
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dead Afp, anda filly woman may ftrike a dead Lyon , but 


whole | 
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\face of the Earth. Some Heathen Philoſophers thought anger 
aw ariſeemly Attribute to aſcribe ro God, And ſome Here- 
ticks conceived the God of the New Teſtament void of all 
"anger. They imagined two Gods; the God of the Old 
Tettement was in their account Dezs juſtus, a Deity ſevere 
and revengeſul : But the God of the New Teſtament was 
Dexs bonus, the good God, a God madeup all of mercy, they 
would have no anger in him :'but Chriſtians do know, that 
God proclaims this Attribute among his Titles of Honour, 
Nehem, 1. 2. God is jealow, and '#he Lord revengath, and i 
furious, he reſerveth wrath for bis enemies, *Tis the bigh-way 
to Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs, to fancy to our ſelves a God 
made up all of mercy, to think that God cannot tell how to 
be angry and wroth with the ſons of men. Surely they that 
have ſeen London in flames, or believe that 'tis now laid in 
aſhes, they will believe that God knows how to be angry, 
and how to fix the tokens of his wrath upon us, But, 
Fourthly, God inflifts great and fore Judgments u 
the ſons of men, and upon Cities and Countries, that they 
may ceaſe from fin, receive inſtru&tion, and reform and re- 
turn tothe moſt High ; as you may evidently ſee by compa- 
ring the Scriptures in the Margine together, Gods corrcRti. 
ons ſhould be our inftrufions, his laſhes ſhould be our lef- 
ſong, his ſcourges (hould be our School-maſters, his chaſtiſe- 
ments ſhould be our advertiſements: And to note this, the 
Hebrews and the Grecks both expreſs chaſtifing and teaching 
by one & the ſame word("D10 Maſar, waihda Paideia)becauſc 
the Jatter is the true end of the former, according to that in! 
the Proverb, Smart makes wit, and vexation gives #nderftinding, 
Whence Luther fitly calls afii&ion, Theologiam Chriftianorum, 
The Chriſtian mans Divinity; Fer, 6. 8; Be thow inftrutted, O 
Jeruſalem, leſt my ſin] depart from thee , leſt I make thee deſ0- 
late, a land ni inhabited, Zeph. 3. 6, 7.” 1 have ent off the 
nations, their towers are deſolate, I made-their ſtreets walte, 
that none paſſed by : their cities are deftiroyed, ſo that' there is n1 
man, that there is no inhabitant, "TI ſaid, Surely thou wilt 
fear me-; thou wilt receive inſtrudiion, fo their dwellings ſhow!d 
D 2 


not 


| whole frame of Nature, and to deſtroy all Creatures from the | 
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Ifa, 26. 9. 
Plal. 94. 12, 
Prov.3.12,13- 
Chap. 6. 23. 


Job 36.8, 9, 
10, and Chap. 
33-19, 20, 


Levit. 26, 
Deur, 28. 

2 Chron, 7. 
13, 14» 

Amos 4. 6, to 
verſe 12, 

Ifa. 9.13, 

Jer. 5. 3 

Jer. 6, 294 304 
Ezek. 23, 25g 
26, 27. | 
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[Deur, 32. 14, 
15,16, 17. 
Jer, $ 7, 8, 9, 


10. 
Pſal, 73. 1-10. 


Judg. 8.16. 


Mich. 6. 8. 


tam. 3.32.33-+ 
Ifa. 28. 21+ 


Schils eric, 
ſehola lucy P 


Iſa, $5.15, 


ht. 
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not be cut off, However [ puniſhed them , but they roſe early, 
and _ all their doings, By all the fon Bon that 
God had made before their eyes, he deſigned their inftruRti- 
on and reformation. From thoſe words, Fwadg. 3. 20. 1. 
bave a meſſage from God wnto thee, O-King, (laid Ehnd) Lo, 
his Ponyard was Gods meflage : from whence one well ob- 
ſerves, That not only the vocal admonitions, but the real 


world. God delights to win men to himſelf by favours and 
mercies ; but *tis rare that God this way makes a conqueſt 
won thew, Jer. 22. 21, I fake wnto thee in thy proſperity 
{faith God).but thou ſaidſt, I will not bear :: and therefore *tis 
that he delivers them over into the hands of ſevere Judg- 
ments, as into the hands of ſo many curſt School-maſters (a+ 
Baſil ſpeaks ) that ſo they may learn obedience by.the things 
:hey ſuffer, as the Apoſtle An 4 It is aid of Gideon, he took 
'ryars and thorns, and with them he caught the men of 
Fuccoth, - Ah poor London ) how has God tauyht theewith 
aryar* and thorns, with Sword, Peſtilence, and Fire, and 
a'] becauſe thou wouldſt not be rau-he by proſperity and 
nerey, to do Juftice, to love mr rey, and to wa!k humbly with 
"ly God. God delights in the Reformation of a Nation ; 
2ut he doth. not delight in the defolation of any Natien, 


If God will but mak< Londons deſtruftion, Englands inſtru» 
ion, It may fave the Land from a total defolation, Ah 
London! London | I. would willingly hope, that this fiery 
Rod that has been upon thy back, has bcen only to awaken 
thee, and to inſtruCt thee, and to refine thee, and ro reform 
thee, . that after this ſore deſolation, God may delight to 


cellency, a joy of many generations, But, 
Fifthly, God inflits: ſore'and- great Judgments upon the 


ſons of men, that he may try them, and m:ke a more full dif-+ 
covery of themſelves to chemſelves, Wicked men will never 


judgments of God are his Errands and infirutions- to the | 


(304s greateſt ſeverity, is to prevent utter ruince and miſery, }- 


build thee, and beautifie thee, and make thee an cternal cx- | 


believe that their luſts are ſo ſtrong, and that their hearts are |: 
| fo baſe, as indeed they are, 2 Kings 8. 12, 13, And Hizael 


—_— 


ſaid, | 
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ſaid, Why weepeth my Lord ? and be anſwered, Becauſe 1 
knows the evil that thow wilt do unts the Children of Iſrael , 
_| their ſtrong bolds wilt thow ſet on fire, and their young men wilt 
thou ſlry with the ſword, and wilt daſh their children, and rip 
bs their women with child, And Hazael ſaid, But what, »| 
thy ſervant'a dog, that be ſhould do this great thing ? And 
Eliſhn anſwered, The Lord hath ſhewed me that thou ſhalt be. 
King over Syria. Hazael could not imagine that he ſhould: 
be as fierce, crac}, murderous, and mercileſs as a dog, that 
will tear all in pieces that he can come at. It could never 
enter into his thoughts, that cveg, he ſhould do ſuch cruel, 
barbarous, horrid, and inhuman@aQte, as the Prophet ſpoke 
of ; buthe did ro: know the depth of bis own corruption,nor 
the deſperatenchs, nor deceirfu'neſs of his own heart. //a. |Jer. 17. 9. 
$: 21, And they ſhall paſi through it bardly beſtead and bungyy : 
and it ſhall come to paſt, 1h :t when they ſhall be bun;ry, they ſhall 
frit themſelves, and curſe their King, and their God, and look 
| »pw.ird, When Judgments are upon them, then their wicked. | 
nefs appears rampant. They ſhall curſe their own King for not 
defending, proteQing, or relieving of them ; they (hall look 
upon him as the cauſe of all their wants, ſorrows, and ſuf- 
ferings ; and as men'overwhelm:d with miſery, and full of 
indignation, they ſhall tall a curſing of him. And they ſhall 
curſe their God, as well as theis King, that is, ſay ſome, the 
true God, who deſervedly brovght theſe plagues upon them. 
þ Their God, that is, ſay others, their Me!ch»m to whom they 
had ſacrificed, and in whom they ſee now that they vainly | 
truſted, So thoſe deſperate wretches under the Beaſt, Rez, 
16.8, 9. And the fourth Angel poured int his vial mpon th: | 09- 
Sun, and power was given unto bir to ſcorch men with fire, ge oe _ 
4nd the men were ſcorched with zreat beat, and blaſphemed tbe | of T7, = ”_ 
Name of God whith hath poxeer over theſe plagues : and they [grow mad, and 
rep-nted not, to give bem glory, Verſ, 10, And tbe fifib Angel | ear them- | 
»oxred out bis via! upon the ſcent of the Beaſt ; and bis. King- _— _ 
lom-mas ' full of darkniſi, and they gnawed their tongues for Fan 2 
pain, and bh] ifhbemed the Gad of Heaven, becauſe of their pains | or Tabers to 
and their ſores, and regented not of their deeds, The top of, ſound abour 


- . reehie | them, Lb. de |: 
| the Judgment that is, and ſhall be upon the wicked, —_ Wy v Nay 


—— 
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This will be 
the caſe of all 
the worſhip- 
ers of the 
Beaſt one 
day. 
Deur. 8, 2, 
15,16, 


upon them, they ſhall not repent, nar give glory to God ; 


grcat heat z and they ſha!l gnaw their congues for pain z .but 


hand that ſmites them. The fierce and fiery Diſpenſations of 
God upon the followers and worſhippers of the Beaſt, ſhall 
draw out their fins ; but they ſhall never reform their lives, 
nor better their ſouls. God kept the _ forty years in the 
Wilderneſs, and exerciſed them with many ſore and ſmart 
afflitions, that he mightprove them, and make a more full! 
diſcovery of themſelves to themſelves : and did not the hea» 
vy tryals that they met with in their wilderneſs condition, 
\make a very great diſcovery of that pride, that unbelict, that 
hypocrific, that impatience, that diſcontent, that ſelf-love, 
that murmuring, &c. that was wrapt up eloſe in all thcir 
ſouls ? O Sirs ! fince God has turned our renowned City 
into afhes, what diſcoveries has he made of that pride, that 
unbelicf, that worldlineſs, that carthlincſs, that ſelf>love, 
that inordinate affc&ion to "relations, and to the good 
things of the, world, that diſcontent, that diſquietneſs, that 
faint-heartedneſs, that has been cloſely wrapt up in the ſpi- 
rits of many thouſands whoſe habitations are now laid in 
alles! We try metals by fire and by knocking ; and God 
has tryed many thouſands this day by his ficry Diſpenſations 
and knocking Judgments that have been in the midſt of us. 
[ believe there are many thouſands, who have been deep ſuf- 
ferers by the late dreadful Fire, who never did think that 
there had been ſo much fin, and fo little grace; ſo much of the 
Creature, and ſo little of God ; ſo much carth , and ſo lit- 
tle of Heaven in their hearts, as they now find - by woful cx. 


have more blaſphemed God, and diſhonoured Chriſt, and 
provoked divine Juſtice, and abuſcd their beſt mercies, and 
debaſed and be.beafted themſelves ſince the late Fire, then 


| they have done in many years before 2 Bur, 


perience : and, how many wretched finners are there, who} 


that under the foreſt and heavicft Judgments that ſhall come 


they ſhall not repent of their deeds, nor give glory to that | 


— — 


— — 


Sixthly. | 


, 


they ſhall blaſpheme the Name of God, and they (hall blaſ- | 
pheme the God of Heaven : and they ſhall be ſcorched with) 


—_ — 


Ty Eo 


1 


forſaken the Covenant of the Lord their God, and worſhipped 


the late fiery Diſpenſ ation. 
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Sixthly, God inflias great and fore Judgments upon 
Perſons, Cities, and Countries, that others may be warned 
by his ſeverities to break off their fins, and to return to the 
moſt High. Gods Judgments upon one City, ſhould be ad. 
vertiſements to all other Cities to look about them, and to 
tremble before him, who is a conſurning fire, The flaming 
Rod of corre&ion that is laid upon one City, ſhould be a 
Rod of inſtruction to all other Cities, Fer. 22, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
I will make thee a wilderneſi, and cities which are not inhabit. 
ted, wnd many nations ſhall paſſ by this city, and they ſhall ſay 
every man to his neighbour, Wherefore hath the Lord donethis 
unto this great City ? Then ſhall they anſwer, Becauſe they have 


other gods, and ſerved them, God puniſheth one City, that all 
others Cities may take warning. There is no Judgment of 
God, be it Sword, Peſtilence, Famine, or Fire upon any Peo- 
ple, Ciry, Nation, or Country, but what is ſpeaking 'and 
teaching to all others, had they but cyes to ſee, cars to hear, 
and hearts to' underſtand, Thus Tyrws fhall be devourcd 
with fire, faith the Prophet z Aſpkelen ſhall ee it and fear, 
Gaza and Ebron ſhall be very forrowful, When Aſhkelon, 
Gazs, and Eky:n (ſhall ſee the deftruftion of Tyre by fire, -it 
ſhall make them afraid of the like Judgment : they ſhall be' 
a little more concerned then ſome were at the Sicpe of 
Rhodes, and then others were at the Ruine and Deſolation 
of Troy by fire. London's ſufferings ſhould warn others to 
take heed of London's fins, London's Conflagration ſhould 
warn others to take heed of London's abominations ; it 
fhould warn others to ſtand and wonder at the patience, 
long- ſuffering, gentleneſs, and goodneſs of God towards 
them who have deſerved as hard things from the hand of 
God, as London have fe't in 1665, and 1666. It ſhould 
warn others to ſearch their hearts, and try their ways, and 
break off their fins, and turn to the Lord, left his anver 
ſhould break forth in flames of fire againſt them, and none 
ſhould be able to deliver them. Ir ſhould warn others ro 
fear and tremble beforz that Power, Toſtice, Severity,. and 


Heb. 12, 29, 


Mich, 6. 9. 


Zach. 9. 4, 5+ 


Lan, 3. 40» 


 — 
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Exod. IF. I4, 
15, 16, 

Iſa. 13: 6, 7, 
8. 


_ 26.8, 9. 


{themſelves at the flames of London, ſaying, Aha, ſo would 
{we-have it; yet Ict all that. have the Name of God upon 


us. Ezek, 3o. 7, 8, 9. And they ſpall be deſolate in #be-midſt 
F the countries that are deſolate, and ber Cities ( meaning 
Egypt) ſhall be inthe midſt of the Cities that are waſted, And 
they ſhall know that I am the Lord, wil en 1 have ſet a fire in 
Eg ypt. Inthbat day ſhall meſſengers go forth from me in ſhips, to 
make the careleſi Xabiopians afraid, and great pain ſhall « me 
upon them, as in the day of Egypt, for lo, it cometh, God by 
his ſecret Inſtin& and Providence would fo order the matter, 
as that the news of the Cha/deans inrode into Egypt ( layi 
all their Cities and Towns waſte by fire and (word ) foul 
be carricd over into -Xthiopiaz and hereupon the ſecure 
Fithiopians ſhould fear and tremble, and be in pain as a wo- 
man is«that is in travel; or as the Egyptians were, when they 
were deſtroyed at the-Red-ſea , or as they were, when» the 
Lord ſmote their firſt-born throughout the Land of Eyypt. 
Now ſhall the A:tbiopians, the poor blind Heathens fear.and 


waſte by fire and (word ? and ſhall not Chriſtians all the 
world over fear and tremble, and be in pain, when they 
(hall hear chat London is laid waſte, that London is deſtroyed 
by fire? What though Papiſts and Atheiſts have warmed 


them, fear and tremble, and take warning, and learn righte- 
oufneſs by his righteous Judgments upon deſolate London, 
London's — ſhould be Englands warning-piece 
to awaken them, and to work them to bethink themſelves, 
and ro turn tohim, who is able by a flaming fire quickly to 
curn them out of all. The Jews havea ſaying, That if war 
be begun in another Country, yet they ſhould faſt and mourn 
becauſe the war is begun, and becauſe they do not know how 
ſoon-God may bring it to their doors, O Sirs ! London is 
burnt, and it highly concerns you to faſt and mourn, and 
pray, and to take the Alarm, for you do not know how 


ſoon a fire may be kindled in your own habitations. Now 
God has made the (once famous) City of London a flaming 
Beacon before your eyes, he expeQts and looks that you ſhould 


all fear before him. Secure your intereſt in him , walk | 


tremble, and be in pain, when they hear that Egypt is laid]. 


humbly 


- © 
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fear of the Lord, and yet by the wind and fire from Heaven 
on the one hand, and by the Sabeans and Chaldeans on the 
other hand, he is ſtript of all his children and of a fair eſtate 
in one day : fo that in the morning it might-have been ſaid, 


humbly with him, and no more provoke the eyes of his jea« 
loulie and glory. The deſign of Heaven by this late dread- 


ful Fire, is not to be confined to thoſe particular perſons up- 
on whom ic bath fallen heavieſt ; but *cis to awaken all, and ' 
warn all, When a Beacon is fired, it gives warning as much 
to the whole Country, as to him who ſets it on fire z or as it 
does to him on whoſe ground the Beacon ftands. We can 
neither upon the foot of Reaſon or Religion, conclude them 
tO be the greateſt ſinners, who have been the greateſt ſuffer. 
er'; for many times we find, that the greateſt Saints have 
been the greateſt ſufferers both from God and men. Fob 


was a non-ſuch in his day for holineſs, uprightneſs, and the 


Who fo rich as Fcv t and in the evening, Who fo poor as 
Job? Job was poor even to a Proverb, Look as wicked 
men are very incompetent Judges of divine favours and mer. 
cic*, ſo they are very incompetent Judges of divine tryals 
and ſeveritics ; and whatever they may think or ſay, I dare 
conclude, that they who have drank deepeſt of this Cup of 
ſorrows (of this Cup of defolation and fire in London ) are 
not greater ſinners then all others in England, who yet have 
not taſted of this bitter Cup. But more of this when I come 
to the Application of the Point. O Sirs ! I beg upon the 
knee of my ſoul, that you will not ſlight this dreadful warn- 
ing of God, that he has given to the whole Nation in turning 
London into aſhes : To that purpoſe ſeriouſly confider, 
Firſt, Divine warnings {lighted and negle&ed, will rertain- 
'y bring down the greater wrath and vengeance upon you, 


Vargine together. Secondly, Slighting of Judgments is the 


to flight divine warningy, is a ſpiritual Judgment,and there- 


given 


Job. 1. x, 2, 
3» 4+ 


Levit. 26, 16,4 
4s you may clearly ſce by comparing the Scriptures in the 44 = hs 
bl 4 /» 

28, 


greateſt Judgment that can beta] a people ; it ſpeaks out | amos 4.9. 8, 
- | "much Pride, Atheiſm, Hardneſs, Blindneſs, and deſperate ? 
Security, and Contempt of the great God, To be given up hg 


fore muſt of all Judgments be the greateſt Judgment ro be = EP 
E 


3 IO, I I, 
er. 25. 4.t0 
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Prov. F. 24. to 
yerl. 32, 


Dan, 5.5. 
x Sam. 31. 4. 
Mar. 26, 21, 


Mat, 27. 5. 
Irenaw. 


Same report 

of Judas, that 
he flew his fa- 
ther, married 


his morher, 
S berrayed 


his taſter. 


Joh. 6. 50,71. 


22> 23,24,25- 


Aug.de Hereſi. 


given up to Sword, Famine, Fire, Pcſtilence, burning 
Agues, and Fevers, is nothing ſo great a Judgment as to be 
given up to (light divine warnings ; for in the one youare 
but paſlive, but in the other you arc ative, Thirdly, Hea. 
thens have trembled, and mended, and reformed at divire 
warnings ; and therefore for you to light them, is to a& be- 
low the Heathens, yea, 'ris to do worſe then the Heathengs, 
who will certainly one day riſe up in Judgment againſt al] 
ſuch who have been (lighters of the dreadful warnings of 
Heaven,  Fourthly, Slighting of divine warnings, lays men 
open to ſuch anger and wrath, as all the Angels in Heaven 
are not able to expreſs, nor all the men on earth able to con. 
ceive. Fifthly, Slighting and negle&ing of divine warn» 
ings, ſpeaks out the greateſt diſ-ingenuity, ſtoutnels, and 
[tubbornne(s that is imaginable. The ingenuous child eaſily 
takes warning, and to an ingenuous Chriſtian every divine 
warning is as the hand-writing upon the wall. Sixthly , 
Slighring of divine warnings, provokes God many times to 
give up men to be their own Executioners, their own de. 
ſtroyers, Saul had many warnings, but he {lighted and ne- 
gleacd them all ; and at laſt God leaves him to fall on his 
own ſword, Chriſt caſt Hell-fire often into Judas his face. 
Thou haſt a Devil; and wo to that man by whom the Son 
of Man (hall be betrayed; it had been good for that man 
that he had never been born : But J#4as (lights all _theſc 
warnings, and betrays his Lord and Maſter, and then goes 
forth and hangs himſe f. It was a ſtrange conceit of the 
Cerinthians that honoured. F#das the Traitor as fome divine 
and ſuper.humane power, and called his Treaſon a bleſſed 
piece of Service, and that he knowing how much the death 
of Chriſt wou'd profic mankind, did therefore betray bim 
to death to ſave the race of mankind, and to do a thing 
pleaſing to God. Judas withſtood all divine warnings 
from within and without, and you know how the Tragedy 
ended ; hedved a miſerable death, he periſhed by his own 
hands, which were the moſt infamous hands in all the 
world : he went and*hanged himſclt. And as Lake hath it, 
he fell head-long and burſt aſunder in the mid(t, and all his 
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bowels guſh:d out; In every paſſage of his death we may 
take notice of divine Juſtice, and accordingly take heed of 
lighting divine warnings, It was but juſt that he ſhould 
hang in the air, who for his ſin was hated both of Heaven 
and Earth, and that he ſhould fall down head-long, who 
was fallen from ſuch a height of honour, as he was fallen 
from; and that the halter ſhould ftrangle that throar, 


his bowels ſhould be loſt, who had loft the bowels of all 
pity, picty, and compaſſion ; and that his Ghoſt ſhould have 
his paſſage out of his midſt (He burſt aſunder in the midſt, 
faith the Text ) and nor out of his lips, becauſe with a kifs of 
his lips he had betrayed our Lord ue But ſeventhly, 
By {lighting divine warnings, you will arm both viſible and 
invifible Creatures againſt you, Pharaob (lights divine warn- 
ings, and God arms the winds againſt him to his deſtruion 
Siſera flights divine warnings, and theStars in their Courſe 
fought againſt Siſera, Sennacberib, flights divine warnings, 
and an Angel of the Lord deſtroyed a hundred fourſcore and 
five thouſand of his Army in one night. Eighthly, By 
ſlighting of divine warnings, you will tempt Satan to tempt 
your ſoule : he that dares ſlight divine warnings, will ſtick 
at nothing that Satan ſhall tempt him to ; yea, he does to 
the urmoſt what lyes in him to provoke Satan to follow him 
widgghe blackcſt and foreſt temptations. Ninthly, He that 
flights divine warnings, dams up all the ſprings of mercy, 
and turns the ſtreams of Joving-kindne(s and' favour ano. 
ther way. Tenthly and laſtly, Slighting of divine warn- 
ings, will be the Sword that will wound you, and the Ser- 
pznt that will ſting ri the Worm that will be il] 
gnawing upon you ; eſpecMy, 1. When your conſciences 
are awakned, 2. When you ſhall Iye upun a dying bed, 
3- When you ſhall ſtand before a Judgment-ſeat. Fourthly 
and laſtly, When you ſhall awake with everlaſting flames 
about your ears, Upon all theſe con{iderations, take heed 
- fighting the warnings of God that you are under this day, 
ut, 
Seventhly and laſtly, God inflifts great and fore Jud». 
E 3 


men! 


through which the voice of Treaſon had ſounded ; and that | 
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Eccle, 12+ 13, 


I 4+ 
Exod. 20, 18. 
Heb. 12.18, 
I9, 20, 21. 


Rev.6.,15,16, 
17. 
Jer. 5.14» 


ments upon Perſons, Citics, and Countries, to put the world 

in mind of the General Judgment, Who can think upon 
the Conflagration of our late glorious City, and not call to 
mind the great and terrible day of the Lord ? Pſ/, go. 3 

Our Ged ſhall corite, and ſhall not keep ſilence ; a fire ſpall devour 
before him, and it ſhall be very tcmp:ſtuaus round about bim, 
As God gave his Law in fiic, ſo when he comes to Judg- 
ment, in tirc he will require it, ro ſhew himſelf a Judge and 
Revenger of it, and to bring the world to a ſtrit account for 
their breaking of it. In the promulgation of the Law a 
flaming fire was only on Mount Siz42i ; but when Chriſt (ha!] 
come to execute vengeance on the tranſgreſſors of it, al the 
world ſhall become a Bonfire. In the promulgaticn of the 
Law there was fire, ſmoak, thunder, and an carthquake ; 
but when Chriſt ſhall come .in flaming fire to revenge the 
breaches of ir, the Heavens ſhall be diffolved, and the Ele» 
ments ſhall melt with fervent heat, ſo that not only a few 
Citics and Kingdecms, but all this lower World ſhall be of a 
flame ; and therefore if any of the wicked ſhould be fo weak 
25 to think to ſecure themſelves by creeping behind the Lord, 
they will but deceive themſelves ; for the fire ſhall not only 
devour before him, but it ſhall allo devour round about 
him, When an unquenchable fire fhall be kindled above the 
linner, and below the ſinner, and round about the ſinner, 
how is it poſſible that he ſhould eſcape, though he ſhouldycry 
ut tothe Rocks ard the Mountains to fall uponhim, aW to 
cover him from the wrath of the Lamb? Iſa. 66. 15, 16, 
For behold, the Lord will come with fire, and with bis charicts 
like a whir/wind, to render bis anger with ſury, and his rebuke 
with flames of fire. For by fire bis ſword will the Lord 
plead with all fleſh : andthe ſlai he Lord ſhall be many, 
| There is nothing more feartul or formidable cither to man 
or beaſt then fire. Now when God comes to execute his 

| Judgments, and to take vengeance on the wicked in this life 

Cas ſome curry the words) or in the other life (as others cure) 
ry the words ) he will ccme inthe moſt terrible and dreadful 


manner imaginable, he wi!] come with fire, and he will ren. 
der bis rebuke with flames of fire, or with fizry flames, as 
ſome * 
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ſome ſay z or with flaming fice, as others ſay. 2 The, 1: 7,8, 
And to you who are troubled, reft with w, when the Lord Jeſu 
hall be revealed from beaven, with hs mighty Angels in fl uming 
fire, taking vengean:e in them that know not God, and that obey 
not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Beloved, that Chriſt 
will come to Judgment in flaming fire, is no Politick inven. 
tion found out to fright men from their pleaſures 5 nor no 
Engine of State deviſed to keep men tame and quiet under 
the Civil powers ; nor no Plot of the Miniſter to make men 
melancholy, or to hurry them into a blind obedience ; but it 
{is the conſt int voice of God in the bleſſed Scriptures, 2 Per. 
3- Io- 12, But the day if the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in the which the bexvens ſhall paſi away with a great 


noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent beat, the earth 
ſo and the workg that are therein ſhall be burnt up, Looking 
for and haſting unto the coming of the day of God , wherein | 
the heavens being en fire, ſhall be diſſolved, and the elements 
ſhall melt with fervent beat, Parews is of opinion, that that 
fire that ſhall ſet all the world in a flame, at laſt will be kind. 
led and cheriſhed by lightning from Heaven. The Earth 
being (micten with lightning from Heaven, ſhall be ſhaken 
and torn into ten thuuſand pieces, and by fire utterly conſu- 
med ; now the Earth (hall quake, the Seca roar, the Air ring, 
and the World burn. Now you ſhall Icok no way, but you 
(hall ſee fire z you ſhall ſee fire above you, and fire below 
you, and fire round about you. Chriſt« fi-{t coming was at 

tended with a general peace, and with Carvu!s of Angels ; he 
came as rain upon the mown grafs, ſilently, ſweetly into the 
world ; then a babe crycd inthe manger, but now 7 «dab, 
Lyon will roar and thunder in the Heavens : Then he came 
riding on an Afl:s Colt, but now on t'1e Clouds : Then he 
was attended with twelve poor defpiled Apoltles, but now 
he. ſhall be waited on with many ſcore millions of Angels, 
At his, firſt coming he freely «ft:red gracs, and mercy, and 
pardon to finners ; but now he will came in flames of fire 
'0 execute wrath and v-nzeance upon {inners, and *twill be 
no ſmall honour to C hriſt, nor no ſmall c& mfort to the 
[32ints, nor no ſmall torment to the wicked for Chiiſt to! 
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come in flames of fire when he comes to Judgment. Saul 
was aſtoniſhed when he heard Jeſus of Nazareth but calling 
unto him out of Heaven, Herod was affrighted when he 
thought that John Baptiſt was riſcn again. The Philiſtines 


were ſtartled when they ſaw Aarons Rod : And Jude was 


ſhazzar was amazed when he ſaw the hand- writing upon the 
Wall. The Carthaginians were troubled when they ſaw 
Scipio's Sepulchre : and the Saxons were terrified when they 


Chriſt whom they have reje&ed, betrayed, crucified, ſcorn- 
ed, oppoſed, and perſecuted, come in flames of fire to pals an 
eternal Doom upcn them ! I have read a ſtory of two Soul- 
diers, tfat coming to the Valley of Feþoſaphat in Fudea, and 
one ſaying to the other, Here in this place ſhall be the gene. 
ra] Judgment, wherefore I will now take up my place where 
[ will then fit ; and fo liſting up a ſtone, he fate down vpon 
it, as taking pcſſ:flion before hand : but being fate, and 
1ooking up to Heaven, ſuch a quaking and trembling fell up- 
cn him, that falling to the carth, he remembred the day of 
Jadgment with horrour and amazzment ever after. The 
caſe of this Souldier wil! be the caſe of every wicked man, 
when Chriſt ſhall appear in flames of fire to paſs an eternal 


found on the left hand. {t is ſtrange in this ſo ſerious a bu- 
linefs of the day of Judgment, and of Chriſts appearing in 


mens wits will buſic them'clves in many nice inquiries ( ye 
may meet with many ſuch queſtions in the School-men )) as, 
1, How long is it to the day of Judgment? 2. In what 
place of the world ſhall the Judgment-day be held ? 3. 
What kind of fire ſhall then be burning ? 4. Whether 
Chriſt ſball come with a Croſs carried before him ? As if 
ValcfaRors in the Gaol ſhould fall a reaſoning and debating 
what weather it would be at the day of Aſſiſes ? or of the 
ſudges habit and retinue, and never bethink themſelves how 
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were afraid when they ſaw Davids Sword. The !ſraelites 


aſhamed when he ſaw 7hamars fignet and ſtaff : and Bel." 


ſaw Cadwallon's Image. Oh how terrified, amazed, and | 
confounded will wicked men be when they ſhall ſee that* 


Sentence of Condemnation upon all the Goats that ſhall be | 


flaming fire, which ſo nearly concerns the ſons of men, how | 


| the late frery Diſpenſation. 
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to anſwer their Indimeni, that they may eſcape condemna- 
tion, Londows flames ſhould put us in mind of Chriſts co- 
ming in flames of fire; and the burning ot London ſhould pur 
us in mind of the burning of the world, when Chriſt ſhall 
come to Judge the ſons of men according to their works; and 
the terror and dread of that fire, and mens endeavours to 
eſcape ir, ſhoud put us upon all thoſe holy ways and means 
whereby we may eſcape the fury of thoſe dreadful flames 
that ſhall never be quenched : And the Houſes and Efates 
that were conſumed by the devouring fire in London-ftreets, 
ſhould put us upon ſecuring a houſe not made with hands, 
but one eternal in the Heavens, and upon ſecuring durable 
riches, and an inheritance that fadeth not away, and upon 
laying up for our ſelves treaſures in Heaven, where neither 
moth nor ruſt, nor thieves (and Jet me adde, nor flames ) can 
break through, corrupt, or (teal, or burn, The more gene. 
ral any Judgment is, the more it ſhculd put us in mind of the 
General day of Judgment. Now the burning of Lendon 
was a general Jud; ment, a Judgment that reaches from one 
end of the Land to another ( as I ſhall more fully evidence 
before Icloſe up this Diſcourſe ) and therefore it ſhould re- 
mind us of the univerſal Conflagration of the whole World, 
and the works thereof. And thus you ſee the ends that God 
has ( in reſpec of the wicked ) in infliting great and fore 
Judgments upon Perſcns, Citics, and Countric:, 


Bat pray, Sir, what are "IS" and holy ends, in re. 
(pc& of the people of God, 1 d aims at by his inflict. 
ing of great and ſore Judgments upon Perſons, Cities, and 
Countries? I ſuppoſe they are ſuch as follow, 


Firſt, To bring about thoſe ſpecja' favours and mercies 
thatGod intends them.By the dreadful Judgments that God 
inflicted upon Ph.ar.ob, and upon his people, and upon his 
Country, God brought about the freedom and liberty of 
his people to worſhip him according to his own preſcriptions. 
The great diffcrence and conteſt between God and Pharach 
was, who ſhould have their wills; God wou!d have his peo- 


2 Cor. $g. 1,2. 
Prov. $8.18. 
xi Pet. 1. 4- 
Mar. 6. 19, 
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32 London's Lamentations on 
Exod. 5,1, 2-| ple to worſhip him according to his oyn mind ; but Pha- 
_ Je - raob was reſolved to venture his all before they ſhould have 
_ 5.27. 29. | hicir freedom and liberty to ſerve their God, Upon this 
Exod. 9.1.13. | God follows him with: plague upon plague, and never leaves 
Exod. 10-3. [ſpending of his plagues upon him, till he had overthrown 
7-8.11.24- him, and through his ruine brought about the freedom and 
Exod. 12. 31: liberty of his poor people. The Babylonians were cruel cnc- 
Jer. 11. 4+ - _— : , 
Dan, 9.12. | Mics to Gods poor 1/rael, and kept them in bohdage, yea, in 
a fiery furnace ſeventy years : Art laſt God firs up the ſpirir 
of Cyrus for his Churches ſake, and he by fiic and ſword 
lays Babylon waſte, and takes th:m Captive, who had heid 
his people in a long Captivity: Now he by breaking the 
Babyloniant in pieces like a potters vc{lcl, brought about ( as 
as inſtrument in the hand of God) the freedom and liberty 
of Gods poor people, as you may {ce by comparing chat 45. 
of Iſa. 1, 2,3, 4, 5, 6, with that 1. Chapter of Ezrs, God 
ſtirs up the ſpirit of Cyras to put forth a Proclamation tor 
Liberty for the Jews to goto their own Land, and to +: 
RR . the Houſe of the Lord God of Iſrael ; and then he graci-: ily 
Jab and reaq | {175 0p the ſpirics of the people wiſely and ſobct ly to 3:17rove 
from verſ. 11. |'Þe liberty he had proclaimed. Fer. 49. 1. Concer! 1: the 
tothe endof | Ammonites, thus ſaith the Lord, Hath Iſrael no (ns ? bath 
the Chapter. | be no heir ? why then doth their King inherit Gad, and 144 
people dwell in bis Cities ? When the ten Tribes were carried 
away Captive, the Ammonites who dwelt near the Tribe of 
Gad, intruded into ic, and the Cities of it 5 but mark what 
God faith in verſe 2. Ther behold the days come, ſatih |' 
the Lord, that 7 will cauſe W.. of war to be heard in Kab. 
bah of th: Ammanites (that was their chief City ) and it ſhall 
be a deſolate heap, and ber danghters (that is lefſcr Towns ) 
ſhall be burnt with fire, then ſhall Iſrael be beir unto them that 
mtr ag were bis heirs, ſaith the Lord, God by fire and ſword 
ved; they that would lay deſolate the chicf Ciry of the Ammonites, and her 
invaded the | Towns and Villages that did belong to her: and by theſe 
mherirance of | dreadful Diſpenſations he would make way for his people, 
_ had [not only to poſſe their own Land, but the Ammonites Land | 
> why dy 7 [alſo.l will leave the prudentReader to make theApplication 
them, We have been under greater and dreadfuller Judgments then 
_ ever 
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fings then any yet we do enjoy ? The Robins lay of Civil 
Liberty, that if the Heavens were Parckment,. the Sea Ink, 
and every pile of Graſs a Pen, the praiſes of it could not be 
cotnpriſed nor expreſſed : May we not ſay more of a holy 
Liberty? Liberty to ſerve and worſhip theLocd according t0 
his own preſcriptions and direFtions laid down in his blefied 
Word ( by which all werſhip and worſhippers muſt be tryed 
atlaſt ) is a pearl of price that none can ſufficiently value. 
Juſtinus the ſecond Emperors Motto was, Libertas res ineſti. 
mabilis, Liberty is unvaluable/ | The Lord give. his people 
holy, wiſe, prudent, fober, : humble , - and; pnderſtanding 
hearcs;"that they may know both how to prize and how to 
improve thoſe libertics and mercies that he has handed to 
them through terrible Diſpenſations, .; But, 


{ Secondly, : God | inflits great Tryals.and fore Judgments 
upon Perſons and Places, ; rhat he :may awaken) his own peo- 
ple out: of that deep ſecurity :that\dftentimes deixeth upon 
them;” * What deep ſcourity:had ſeized upon David, fo that 


ſweeping / Peſtilehce 16 awaken: him) 2. Jonah, was. a Pro. 
pher, he'was a Serrantof ahcLord} he wasa T ype, of ; 


be was'd good'imari g bis: name -F hes, a. Dc 


chouph he had but litthe of the Dovein bim,being as pa ma 
ic 
Luther, Now Fonah having contrafted guilt upon his cons 


mw w 


aman'of an honeft mai, as- you have/lightly heard 


deſperate, (fenfolclsſtupidicy-and Tecywfity had ſeized, ppon 
him! what a ſpiritual lethargy! was, poor ;JavoÞ.jin 1;por 
muchwunlike that:of the Smiths whom ncnrncr | 

mers above him, nor the (parks of fire falling round about 
himcan awake. '; Forab was notin.aflumber, bur in aſound, 
bravy,:drcpy anddcad (liepy} 2nd wha among: 66 


ever this poor Nation hath groancd under in former times ; |: 
and who can'rell but that the Lord by theſc amazing Judg-| 
ments may bring about greater and beter mercics and ble(- þ 


God was forced-to make uſeof the bloody Sword and of the - 


ſcience by aRing quite contrary to Gods royal Call, what a 3. 


17. 
2'Kings 14.28, 
Marth, —_ 


Jonah 12 1, 2, 
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prddygie was Henry that In albyhiaſtivy and twp Karhs ans 
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nts? 
| and will more and more graciouſly and cffeftually awaken 


co Hell Cas the Pfalmi 


lation has paſt. And therefore, 


ging, ſwelling, frothing, foaming, and boiling like a pot, 
the A — ing up roHeaven, and: {inking down 
ſpeaks) che ſhip tumbling and 

like a Tennis-ball, the Mariners as tout fellows-as they 
were, ſurprized with fear, and running up -and down like 
men at their wits-end, like men that could not look pale 
death in the face with bloed in their cheeks, that yet, Foueb 
ſhould {leep, and be as ſecure in that dreadful denger, as if 
he had been in his own houſe Tleeping on a bed of doune | 
Oh the deſperate ſecurity that .may ſeize upon the beſt of 
Saints ! but this ſecuriry God will cure in' his Fonas's by 
ſome ſmart Tryal, or by ſome beavy Judgment or other. 
The Letharey is beſt cured by a burning Ague: Abjolon 
ſends once or twice to Foah to come and ſpeak with him; 
but whenhe ſaw that Job would: not cone, he commands 
his corn-ficlds to be et onfire, and (this awakens him, and 
fetches him with a witneſs : Se.God by ficry affli&tions, and 
by burning up our comforts round-about us, awakens us,and | 
brings es to himſelf with a witneſs. When Iron grows ruſty, 
we put it into there to purific-it ; and {o when the people 
of-God grow ruſty andiſecure, then the Lord brings them 
ander fiery tryals to-awaken them, and to puriftie ther If 
Nero was ſo angry with V+ AY ſlept at his Mu- 
fick z how much more may the-Lord be angry wich all fwch 
a> {lcep and aro ſecure under the moſt amazing and awakning 
Judgments? But «ny hope and prayer ir, 'ehatche Lord/has, 


all the wife fumbring Virgins wpon whom this ficry.Diſpens 


Thirdly, In refpe& of hispeoples fins, God has ſeveral 
ſpecial ends that heaims at by all the : Tryalsand (mart 
Providences that he exerciſes chem and with, As, - 


Firft, God by thefe means defigns a further and a fuller 
diſcovery of their fins, -I7 ſtanding waters you cannot fee 
the mid that Tyes at the bottom of #he Poot or Pond 4 but 


when once the water is drawn away, then/it-appears, In 


times 
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of Acheiln, unbelief, diſconterit, rmurmaring,. impaticnce, 
paſſion, pride, &c. that lycs' at the botcom of mens hearts 
undiſcovered, Oh but when God ſhall once empty them 
of their Eſtates, and burn up all their outward comforts, and 
ſet them with Job upon the dunghil, then the mud appears, 
then a whole army of lufts diſcover themſelves, as we ſec in 
many this day, hom you ſhall rarely find without tears in 
their eyes, fighs in their hearts, and complaints in their 
mouths; Severe Providences are pills made purpoſely to 
clear the cyc-fight, n Kings 17, 18, And ſhe ſaid unto E. 
lijab, What bave 1 to do with thee, O thou man of God ? art 
thow come unto me to call my fin to remembrance, and to ſlay my 
ſon ? If God had not taken away her fon, her fin had not 
been brought to remembrance. O Sirs ! if God by this 
late dreadful Fire had not taken away your houſes, your 
goods, your eſtates, your trades, many of your fins had not 
been brought to your remembrance, though now 'you have 
loſt moſt or all, You may fay with the Plalmift, 24 
fins are ever before me ; my pride is ever before me, my un- 
belief js ever before me, my frowardnefſs is ever before me, 
my murmuring is ever before me, my diſcontent is ever be- 
fore me, and my impatience is ever before me, &c, Good 
men never come to know how bad they are, till they come 
to be exerciſed with ſevere Providences and ſmart Tryals 

ft was the ſpeech of- a Holy man in a great fickneſs, In thi: 
diſcaſe I have learned how great God is, and whar the 
evil of (in is ; I never knew to purpoſe what God was be. 
fore, nor what fin was before. Affiitions are a Chriftians 
Glaſs, in which they may run and read the greatneſs of God, 

and the vileneſs of fin, Bur, 


Secondly, By ſevere Providences and fiery Tryals, God 


of ge ment bmarmmyy er nang 


Plal. 51. 3. 
Turn to the 
$criptures, 
Gen. 42. 21. 
= 4- 8, 9. 
er. 9. 7. alt, 


dettgns the preventing of fin. Pazt was one of the holieſt | 
men on carth, called by ſome an carthly Angel, and yet he 
nceded a thorn in the fleſh to prevent pride. 2 Cor, 14. 7. 
And left I ſhould be exalted above meaſure through the abun- 
tance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in be 


F'2 | fleſh, 


mm 


| 36 London's Lamentations on 
fleſh, the meſſenger-of. Satan to bufſet me, leſt 1 ſhquld be exalted 


above meaſure, 'Pawl was in yery. great danger. of being ex- | 
alted above meaſure, witneſs the doubling of thoſe words in}, 
one verſe, | Le/t-I ſhogld berexaJted; Let1 ſppnld be exalted, 
Prudent Phylirians ſometimes give Phylick to prevent dilca- 
ſes; and ſo does the Phytirian of Souls, as you may ſte, by 
comparing; the Scripturcs,in;the Margine together, The 


Job 33.19-17- . OP = 
burnt child. dreadsthe fire... pas but a buter-ſweet, *tis 


Chap. 34. 31, 
$7 an- evil: wor(t::4hen! Hell. ,it . felf; © Salt brine prelerve: 
—" 4 5" [from parncfattion, and (alt Marſhes keep the [ſheep from rot- 
(2. 20" 1}.tings'and ſolhbarp Tryals,. ſevere Providences preſerve the 
Saints from ſpiritual purcetying, and from ſpiritual rotting. 
The Rabbims, to keep their Scholars from fin, were wont to 
.tellthem), that fn made Gods head ake ; and Saints under 
'hery tryaſs do find by expericnce, that fin makes not only 
their/heads, but alſotheir hearts akez and by this means 
God preſerves his people from:many fins, which otherwiſe 
they would certainly fall into, Beloved, God by his fiery 
|\Diſpenſations has deſtroyed many, or moſt of your vutward 
[comforts ;- but little do you know the horrible fins that by 
this means the Lord has preſerved you from. A full fate 
lays men-moſt open to the greateſt fins, the worſt of ſnares, 
and the deadlieſt temptations. The beſt of men have fallen 
'fouleſt under their bigheſt worldly cnjoyments, witneſs Da 
vid, Solomon, Hezekiah,&c,Lnder your outward fulneſs, how 
[ow was your:communion with God 2 how Janguiſbing were 
your(Graces ? how lean were your Souls ? and how was your 
| .(pring of inward Comforts dryed up ? How little had God 
| of your thoughts, your hearts, your time, your ſtrength ? 
| 'Sics:! how bad. would you have been by this time, if God | 
had not removed thoſe things' that were but fucl' to: your 
luſts, and quench-coals to your grace ? Well, often think of 
thisz *tiva: gfeater-mercy to be preſerved from fin, yea from 
(the leaſt fin, then*cis to enjoy the whole world, Burt, 


3s | - Thirdly, By ſevere Providences, and by fiery Tryals,| 
God defigns the imbittcring of fin to his people. When 


| 
\God ſhall come: and burn up mens comforts round _—_ 
them, 
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char puts God: upon burning work; then they will ſpeak 


{pake ro-the Jews, Fer, 2. 15. They made his land waſtc : bi 
citier are burnt with fire, Verſ, 17, Haſt thow not procured 
theſe things to thy ſelf * Verſ, 19. Thine own wick;aneſi ſhall 
correft thee, and thy back-ſlidings ſhall reprove thee : know there. 
fore and ſee, that it tz an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt 
forſaken the Lird thy God, and that my fear is not - in thee, 
ſaith 1b+ Lord God of Hoſts, So Chap. 4. 18. Thy way an« 
thy doings bave procured theſe things unto thee; this is 1h) 
wickedneff, becauſe it i bitter, becauſe it reacheth unto thy beart 
Yea, now they will ſay,that fin is birtterneflcs in the abſtratt, 
and in the plural number alſo, according to that of the Pro 
phet Hoſes, Hof. 12, 14. Ephraim provoked him to anger moſ} 
bitterly, or with bitterneſſes, as the Hebrew has it, Relations 
and friends may tell us, that fin is a bitter thing, and con 
[(cience may tell us, that fin is a bitter thing, and good books 
may tell us, that fin is a bitter thing, and men under terrours 
ud horrours of ſpirit may tell as, that fin.isa bitter thing, 


cell us, that finjis a bitter thing, and the Spirit by his ſecret 
whiſpers may tell us, that fin is a bitter thing, and Miniſters 
may teil us, that (in is a bitter thing ; they. may tell you. 


the Being of God, the Glory of God, and the grand Deſigns 
of God, They may tell you, that *tis bitter w Chriſt, wir. 
neſs his crying out in the bitterneſs of his Soul, My God, my 
God, why. baſt thou forſaken me ? and. witneſs the farrows 
'and heavineſs of his Soul, and his ſweating clods of blood. 
When he hung upon the Croſs, they gave him gall and vine- 
zar to drink ; but no gall was ſo bitter to him as your fins, 
They may tell you, that fin is bitter to the Spirit of. Gad ; 
for nothing grieves him, and provokes him, -and vexes him 
but fin,” They may tell you, thay fin is bicter to the good! 
Angels : every fin that. you commit. is as a dagger at heir! 


them, then.they will cry out, Ah, whata bitter thing is ſin !| 


and the ſore and heavy Judgments of Gud upon others may | 


py —_ 


chat *cis bitter to God, it being the only thing in all the | 
world that he has revealed his wrath from Heaven againſt, | 
and that is contrary to the Nature of God, the Law of God, } 


hearts: 
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London's Lamentations on 


hearts : there is nothing in all che world ſo bitter to them, 


by finners fins. They may tell you, that fin is bitter to the 
evil Angels, it being the only thing for which they were ba- 
nifhed the Court of Heaven, and turned down to the loweſt 
Hell, where they are kept in chains of darkncfs to the Judg- 
ment of the great day, They may tell you, that fin is bitter 
to the worſt of men, witneſs 4d:mr hiding of himſelf, and 
Pa his hanging of himſelf, and Cains crying out, My 

werden is greater then I am able to bear, They may tell you, 
that 'tisbirter to the Creatures, who groan under their bur 
dens, and who long to be delivered from that bondage 
that the fin of man hath ſubje&ed themito ; and yet for all 
this, we will not feelingly, affe&ionately, experimentally 
ſay, that fin is bitter, till God comes and burns us up. Lam, 
4- 11. And gives ts gall and wormwood to drink, Chap. 3 19, 


and the gall, My ſoul hath them ftill in remembrance, and is 
bumble in me.  QSirs! how bitter ſhould fin be to you, 
who have ſeenLondon all in lames?CertainlyGod by burning 
up your ſweet, pleaſant, and delightful things, would teach 
you to taſte a greater bitterneſs in ſin then ever. O happy 
Fire, thac ſhall render God and Chriſt, and H:aven, and 
/Promiſes, and Ordinances more (weet, and fin more bitter 
to poor ſinners Souls ! 'Doubtleſs one of Gods great de- 
figns by this late Judgment of. Fire, is to imbitter fin to all 
forts of men. . When Judgments imbitter our fins to us, then 


conclude, tht chere was a hand of love in thoſe Judgments, 
and then we ſhall juſtific the Lord, and fay with the Church, 
Lam. 1.18. The Lord is righteous ,, for I have rebelled againſt 


be is righteons.in all the ſore judgments that be hath inflified up. 
on me ; for I have imbittered him again(t me by my moſt bitter 
ſins, Bur, 

Fourthly, By ſevere Providences and fiery Tryals, Cod 
defigns the mortifying and purging away of his peoples fins. 
[ſa. 1, 25, And I will turn my band wpon thee (to wit to a 

rect | 


_ 


as to ſee their Lord and Maſter daily, yea hourly crucified | 


120. Remembring mine affliftion, and my miſery, the wormwood | 


they work kindly, powerfully, effe&ually, and then we may | . 


bim : or as the Hebrew-runs, Becanſe 1 bave-imbittered bim, |. 


[quity of Facob be purged ; and this is all the fruit,to take _ 


| brought into the Ciry. At their lamentation-who were ip 


' Tof the ficlds adjoyning, and they went preſently to Pilare, 
' [then at Ceſarea, beſeech 
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re& or chaſtiſe thee) and parely purge away thy (or drol- 
{cs) and takg away all thy tin ( ortins inthe rs fan] 
Some'by droſs underſtand grofs iniquity ; andby tin, glit- 
tering hypoerific, For as tinis very like unto filver;fo is hypo« 
crifie very like unto piety.Others by drofs underſtand perſons 
that are openly prophane ; and by tin ſuch as are inwardly 
unſound, The words arc a Metaphor taken from-them the 
try metals inthe fire, ng from precious :{tlver all dr 
and tin, The Jews who were once falver, were now turn 
intodrofs and tin ; but God by fiery tryals.-would burn up 
their drofs and tin, their enormitics and wickednefſes, and 
make them as ſhining Chriſtians in grace -and holineſs, as 
ever they were. So Iſa. 27.9. By this therefore ſhall the ini- 


bis fin, 'God 'by the B i, Captivity would. as by fir 
ge away the iniquity of Faceb z and to ſhew the certainty 
Fir, he inſtanceth in their darling-fin, viz. Idolatry :when 
he maketh all the tones of the Alear as chalk-ftones, that are 
beaten in ſunder, the Groves-and the Images ſhall nor ftand 
. Idolarry was the great fin for which God 'ſent ther 
into Captivity, Now how they-were [purged from this fin 


Pilate 
Governor over the Jews, cauſed in the night- 
of Ceſar ro be brought into Feraſalem covered, which thing 
within three days after cauſed a great tumule among the 
Jews; forthey who beheld it, wereaftoniſhed and moved, 
as though now the Law of their Country were prophaned ; 
For they bold it not lawful for any Pifture or Image to be 


the City, there was gathered together a great mulrigude out 


ing him -earneſfly, that the Images 
might be taken away ont of Ferwſolem, and thatthe Laws of 
[cheir Country might remain inviolated. When Pitare de- 
nitd cheir Suit, they proftrated "themſelves before 'his boolt, 
and there temaitied lying vporythelt faces for five thays 


[4iþ is never moving. Aſter Pilmwefiging in ro 


bunal- 


617. The 
hated and 
feared Idola- 
try as much as 
the burner 
child dreads 
the fire. 
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| Dan. 3. 23,24- 


' |bunal-ſcat; was very careful to'call all the Jews together be» 
| fore him, 'as though'there/he would have given them an An- 


: | fre, and will'refine them, as ſilver is refined, and will try them 


"4>clind them. - Look what the fire is to the gold,: thefile.to 


| what ſhall be the fruit of their refining ?. 4nſw. They ſhall 


(wer. ; when'upon the ſudden a Company of armed Souldiers 
(for fo it was provided ) 'compaſied the Jews about with a 


they expeRted not ; then Pilate told them, that cxcept they 
would recoive the mages of Ceſar, he would kill them all : 
and tothat end made a fign to the Souldicrs to draw their 
Swords. 'The Jews, as though they had agreed thereto, fe. 
all downat once, and offered their necks to the ſtroke of the 
Sword, crying out, that they would rather. loſe thcir lives, 
chen ſuffer their Religion to be prophaned. Then Pilate 
admiring the conſtancy of the-people in their Religion, pre- 
ſently commanded the Statues to be. taken out of the City of 


rather Champions) was to burn off their cords. Our luſts 
are cords of vanity, but by fiery tryals God will burn them 
up. ' Zecha, 13.9. And 1 will bring the third part through the 


45 gold-is tryed.” Thebeſt of men are but men at the beſt, 
they have much corruption and drofs in them, and they need 
| cfining ; andtherefore God by fiery tryals will refine them, 
2utnot as droſs or chaff which are burnt up in the fire, but 
is filver and gold which are purificd in the fire : he will fo 
cefine them, . as-that they ſhall leave their dregs, and droſs 


the Iron, :the fan tothe wheat, 'the ſope: ro the.cloaths, the 
lr tothe fleſh, that ſhall fiery tryals be to the Saints : But 


call on my Name, and Iwill hearthem,, Lyill lay, is is my 
peoplez and: they ſhall ſay, the Lord .is my,God. By. ficry 
| cryals God will purge out-gur droſs, and, make yertue ſhine. 
All the fiery tryalsthatbefal che Saints, ſhall be.as a potion 
to-carry away ill humors,: and as co!d froſts to deſtroy the: 
vermine, and as a tempeftuous Scea-to-purge the wine from its 


[purgesthe ÞJood, and that quickens the ſpirits, avd asa 


criple rank :the Jews were hereat amazed, ſecing that which | 


Fernſateni, All the hurt the fice did the three Children (or| 


= and as the North windijtbatdrycth.up the Japourrs that 


{Corrofive to-cat,out the dead fleſh. The, great thing that 
: ED ould 
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ſhould be moſt in every burnt Citizens eye, and hearr, and 
prayers, and deſires, is,, that the Fire of London may be fo 
ſanRified, as to ifſue in the burning up of their luſts, and in 
the purging away of the filth of the Daughter of Zion, 1{2.4.4. 
Jerom reports of Plato, how he left that famous City of 7, on 
Athens, and choſe to live in a little ancient Village almoſt | tra Fwwinian, 
overturned with tempeſts and carth-quakes, that being often , 4b. 2. 
minded thercin of his approaching deſolation, he might get 
more power over his ſtrong luſts, and learn «o live a more 
vertuous life then ever he had lived before. O Sirs ! it God 
by this fiery Diſpenſation fhall make you more viftorious over 
your ſtrong luſts, and help you to live more vertuous lives, 
you will have cauſe to bleſs him all your days, though he has 
turned you out of houſe and home, and burnt up all your 
comforts round about you, But, 


Fourthly, By ſevere Providences and fiery Tryals, God 4. 
deſigns theſe four things, in reſpeft of his Childrens Graces. 


Firſt, He deſigns the reviving, quickning, and recovering = 
of their decayed graces : By fiery tryals he will inflame that 
love that was even key. cold, and raiſe that faith that was |, ., 4. 
fallen aſleep, and quicken up thoſe hopes that were larguiſh- Jam, 2-12, 
ing, and put life and ſpirits into thoſe joys and comforts that | 2 Cor. 12,10. |. 
were withering and dying. God under fiery tryals lets his 
poor children ſee how that by their ſpiritual decays he has 
been diſhonoured, his Spirit grieved, Religion ſhamed, the 
mouths of the wicked opened, weak Saints ſtaggered, ſtrong 
Saints troubled, Conſcience wounded, and their Souls and 
Graces impaired ; and by theſe diſcoveries he engages them 
to the ule of all choſe holy and heavenly helps, whereby thcir 
decayed graces may be revived and recovered.., Many crea- 
tures that have been frozen, and cven dead with cold, have 
been revived and recovered by being brovght to the fire. 
God by fiery tryals will unfreeze the frozen graces of his 
people, and put new life and (pirits into them. 1As the Air 
is ſometimes clear, and ſometimes cloudy z and as the Sea is 


| ſometimes ebbing, and ſometimes Bowing:z, and as the ror | 
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| of the field are ſomtimes flowering, green, and growing, and 


ſometimes naked, withered, and as-it were even dead : SO 
ris lometimes with the graces of the Saints ; . but the Lord by 
one fiery tryal or another will revive, and recover, and railc 
their graces again. Epiphanius makes mention of thoſe that | + 
travel by the Deſarts of Syria, where arc nothing but milc« 
rable Marſhes and Sands, deſtitute of all Commodities, no- 
thing to be had for love cx money. Now if it (6 happen, 
that their fire go out by the way, then they light it again at 
the heat of the Sun, by the means of a Burning-glaſs : and 
thus if the fire of zeal, if the ſparks.of divine grace, by the 
prevalency of ſome ftrong corruption, or by the violence of |- 
ſcme dreadful temptation, ſhould be put out, or dye as to its 
lively operations, by a Burning-glaſs, or by.cne fiery Dil- 
penſation or another, God will inflame the zeal, and enliven 
the dying graces of his poor people. I know the ſaving gra- 
ces of the Spirit, viz, ſuch as Faith, Love, Hope, &c, can» 
not be finally and totally extinguiſhed in the Souls, when | 
they are once wrought there by the Spirit ; yet their luſtre, | 
their radiancy, their aQivity, their ſhine and flame may be 
clouded and. covered, whilſt the ſeaſon of temptation Jaſteth; 
as living coals may be fo covered with aſhes, that neith:r | 
light, nor (moak, nor heat may appear; and yet when the 
embers, the afhes arc ſtirred to the bottom, then live coals 
appear, and by a little blowing, a flame breaks forth. There 
are ſeveral caſes wherein grace in a Chriſtians breaſt may 
ſcem tobe hid, cold, dead; and covered over; as ſap in the 
winter is hid in the roots of trees, or as flowers and fruits are 
hid in the ſeeds, or roots in the carth, or as ſparks of fire arc 
hid in the aſhes, or as bits of gold are hid in a duſt heap, or 
| as pearls may be hid in the mire. I, but God by one ſevere 
providence -or another, by one fiery tryal or another, will 
blow that heavenly grace , that divine frre into a perfe& 
flame; he will cauſe their hid praces to revive as the Corn, 
and grow as the Vine, and bloſſom as the Lilly, and ſmell as], 
the Wine of Lebaxon, Hoſ.14 5, 6,97, O Sirs ! how many 
Chriſtians were there amongſt us, who were much decayed [ 
and Withered in their graces, in their dutics, in there _ 
verſes, 


" 


| 
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verſes,in their comforts,in their ſpiritual enjoyments, in their 
communions with God, and with one another , and yet 
were not ſenſible of their decays, nor hutnbled under their 
decays, nor induſtrious to recover themſelves out of their 
withering and dying condition ? and therefore no wonder, 
if the Lord to recover them and raiſe them, hath brought 


fiery tryals upon them, Bur, 


Secondly, God by fevere Providences and by fiery Try- 
als, deſigns a further exerciſe of his Childrens graces ; ſleepy 
habits bring him no glory, nor do us no good, All the ho- 
nour he has, and all the advamage we have in this world, is 
from the aRive part of grace : conſult the Scriptures in the 
Margine, There is little difference => to the comfort and 
ſweet of grace ) between grace ont of exerciſe, and no grace 
at all, A man that has millions,but has no heart to uſe what he 
has, whercin is he better (as to the comfort and ſweetneſs of 
his life) then a man that hath but a few mites in the world ? 
Eccle, 6, 1, 2--4, Mark 4o. How is it that you have no faith 
(ſaith Chriſt :> his Diſciples ) when they were in a dreadful 
ſtorm, and in danger of drowning, and fo ſtood in moſt need 
of their faith ? yet they kad then their faith to ſeck, they 
had faith in the habit, but not in the exerciſe, and thereforc 
Chriſt looks upon their faich as no faith ; How is it that you 
have no faich ? what is the ſheath without the knife ? the 
ſcabbard without the ſword ? the Musket withoue the"match ? 
the Cannon without the bullet ? the Granado without 
powder ? no more are all your graces when not in exerciſc. 
The ſtrongeſt Creature the Lyon, and the ſubtleſt Creature 
the Serpent, if they are dormant, are as cafily ſurpriſed and 
deſtroyed as the weakeſt worm : So the ſtrongeſt Saints, it 
grace be not in exerciſe, are as cafily ſurpriſed and captivated 
by Sin, Satan, and the World, as the weakeſt Saintsare, O 
Strs ! if Chriſtians will not tir up the grace of God that is in 
them, if they will not look to 'the daily exerciſe of grace, 
God by ſome ſevere providence or other, by ſome fiery Dil 
penſation or other, will tir up their graces for them. Ah 
ſluggiſh, lumbering Chriſtians, who are careleſs as to the 
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| know of it, 


As a man may 
take infeRi- 
on, or get 
ſome inward 
bruiſe, or 
ſpringa vein, 
and yer not 
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Lam. 1, 16. 


Hoſ.5. 12-14: 


Levit, 6.13. 


exerciſe of your graces, how ſadly, how ſorcly.do you pro- 
voke the Lord to let Satan looſe to tempt you, and corrupti- 
ons grow ſtrong to weary you, and the world grow- croſs 
to vex you, and friends turn enemies to plague you, and tfie 
ſpirit withdraw to diſcomfit you, and fiery tryals to break in 


to awaken you ! And all this to bring you to live in a daily 


exerciſe of grace, God was fain to be a Moth, a Worm, a 
[.yon, yea, a young Lyon to Epbraim and J#dab, before he 
could bring themup to an exerciſe of grace, but when he 
was all this to-them, then they fall roundly upon a lively cx- 
-rciſe of grace. Hy. 6. 1, 2,3, Come, let us return unto th. 
Lord ,; for he bath torn, and be will beal ws ; be bath ſmitten, 
ind be will bind w up. After two days be will revive w, in the 
hird day be will raiſe w-up, and we ſhall live in his ſight. Then 
hall we knoro if we follow on to know the Lord : bis going forth 
#4 prepared a4s4he morning, and he ſhall come unto us 4s the rain, 
4 the latter and former rain unto the earth; Here you ſee 
'hcir faith, rheir repentance, their love, their hope, all in 
2-erciſe, When a Souldiers courage, metal, and gallantry 
{yes as it were hid, his Captain will put him upon ſuch hard- 
'hips, hazards, and dangers, as ſhall rouſe up his courage, 
mcral, and pgallantry,. If a Scholar has excellent acquired 
parts and abilities, and will not uſc them nor improve them, 
his Maſter will put him upon ſuch Tacks, as ſhall draw out 
all his parts and abilities to the height : So when the Lord 
has laid into the ſouls of his people a ſtcck of grace, and they 
grow idlc and carelc{, and will not improve that ſtock for 
his glory, and their own good, he will then exerciſe them 
with fach ſevere providences and fiery tryals, as ſhall put 
chem to a full improvement of that b)efſed ſtock of grace that 
he has intruſted them with. The fire that came from Heaven 
'was to be kept continually burning, that it might never go 


nual exerciſe : Negle& of our graces is the ground of their 


decreaſe and decay. Wells are the ſweeter for drawing, anc 

graces the ſtronger for aRing ; we. get nothing by dead and} 
ſcleſs habits. Talents hid in a napkin gather ruſt; the no. 

bleſtfaculcics arc imbaſed, when not Improved in exerciſe. 


qut,., God loves to ſee the graces of his Children in conti- 


2 Tim, | 
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2 Tim. 1. 6. Stir up tbe gift of God which is inthee, "Tis an 
Alluſion to the fire in the Temple, which was always to be 
kept burning. All the praiſe that God has frum us in- this 
life, is from the aRings of grace. *Twas Abrahams atting 
of faith that ſet the Crown of Glory upon the Lords Head. 
OSirs! look narrowly to it, that you fail not in the aCtivity 
and lively vigo: of your graces : Look to it, that your graces 
be ſtill aRed, cxercifed, and blown up, that ſo they may be 
till Aaming and ſhining : the more you exerciſe grace, thc 
more you ſtrengthen it, the more you increaſe it. Repeat- 
cd afts ſtrengthen habits ;- ris ſo in fin, and *cis (© in grace 
alſo, Fhe more the little child goes, the more ſtrong it 
grows by going. Money is not increaſed by lying in a 
Cheſt, but by crading; The more any member is uſed, the 
ſtronger *tis. +, As the right hand is moſt uſed, ſo "cis com- 
monly ſtr-ngeſt. The diligent hand wakes rich. A lierlc 


{tock negle&ed, ſhall decay, and come to nothiny, The ex- 
erciſe of grace will beſt teſtific both the truth and the life of 
your graces, Grace isnever more evident then when 'tis in 
exerciſe. Whenlſcea man riſc, and walx, and work, and 
exerciſe his arms, 1 know he is a real man, a living man. The 
more the tice is blown up, the ſooner *tis ſeen to be fire. There 
are many precious Chriſtians who are full of fears anc 
doubts, that they have no love to God, no faith in Cod, no 
hope of Glory, &c. but the beſt way urder Heaven to put an 
end to theſe fears and doubts, is to be fervent in exerting aQts 
ot love, of faith, of hope, &c, The non-exerciſe of grace 
caſt Adam ont of Paradiſe ; it ſhut Moſes, and Aaron out 0' 
Caanzn ; it brought Facob into fourteen years hard ſervic: 
and bondage ; for had he cxerciſed faith, hope, patience, &c, 


118 he ſhov!d have done, he would never have gor the bleſſing 


by indirc& means as he did y it provoked the Lord to ftrike 
Zacharias dumb ; it ſhut thouſands of the Jews out of the 


'|Lind of Caanan. 1 dare not be fo harſh, ſo'raſk, and ſo uns 


Wildcrneſ®had the habits of faith, the ſeeds of grace in thei 


'{charitab'e as co think,” that none. of. thoſe that dicd in cl 


fouls ; but *twas their non-a&Ring, of faith that, kepy the 


cur 


(tock well husbanded, will daily increaſe ; when a greater. 
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| Auſtin write 
upon thar day 
wherein he 
tſhewed no 
afts of grace, 
have loſt a 
day, Oh how 
many days 
have we 
then for which 
God might 


quſtly viſit us ! 
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|JRod, Grace uſvally is in the greateſt flouriſh, when the 


out ofthe holy Land, as it did Moſes and Aaron, according} 
to what I hinted but now. Bcloved, by theſe inſtances,' 
among many others that might be produced, you ſce that; 


Servants for thcir not exerciling of their graces as they ought 


counts) ſay that for the Saints not exerciſing and improving 
their graces, God has turned London into a heap of Aſhes ; 
yet | dare ſay, that this negle& of theirs may be one thing 
that added fucl to that Fire, Well, Sirs, you had not long 
fince many outward comforts to liveupon, but the Lord has 
now burnt them up, that ſo he might lead you forth to live 
in a daily exerciſe of grace upon himſelf, upon his power, 
upen his all-ſufticiency, his goodneſs, his faithfulneſs, his 
fulneſs, his graciouſneſs, his unchangcableneſs, his promiſes, 
And if this fiery Diſpenſation ſhall be ſo ſanRified to us, as 
io Work us toa further aAivity of grace, and to a further 
growth and-increaſe of. grace, we (hall be happy Citizens, 
though we are burnt Citizens; Bur, 

Thirdly, By ſevere Providences and by fiery Tryals, God 
defigns the growth of his people in grace. Utlually the gra- 
ces of the Saints thrive beſt when they arc under a ſmarting 


Saints arc under the ſoreſt tryals, The ſnuffing of the Can- 
dle makes it burn the brighter. God beats and bruiſes his 
links to make them burn the brighter ; he bruiſcs his ſpices 
to make them ſend forth the greater aromatical ſavour. 
Fiery tryals are like the Tezel, which though it be ſharp and 
ſcratching, it is to make the cloth more pure and fine. God 
would not rub ſo hard, were it not to fetch out the dirt and 


. cya 


you that be in his people, The Jews were always beſt when 
:hey were in their loweſt condition, Well-waters arifing from 
deep Springs, arc hotter in the Winter then they are inthe 
ummer.Stars ſhine brighteſt in the darkeſt nights; and ſo do 
the graces of the Saints ſhine brighteſt in the darkeſt nights 

affliction and tribulation. God will ſometimes more car- 

on the growth of grace by a Croſs then by an Ordinance ; 
ca, the Lord will firſt or laſt, more or A turn all fiery 


God hath dealt very ſmartly and ſeverely with his choiceſt! 


to have done, And though I dare not (upon many ac-' 
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grace in his peoples ſouls, Look as in the lopping of atree, 
there ſeems to be a kind of diminution and deftruion z- yer 
the end and iflue of it is better growth : And as the weak- 
ning of the body by Phyfick, ſeems to tend to death ; yet it 


ball by falling downward, riſeth upward; and as water in 
pipes deſcends, that it may aſcend : So the Saints ſpiritual 
growth in grace is carried on by ſuch divine methods, and in 
ſuch ways as might ſeem to deaden grace, and weaken it ra- 
ther then any ways to augment and increaſe it, We know 
that winter is as neceſſary to bring on harveſt, as the ſpring : 
and fo fiery tryals are as neceflary to bring on the harveſt of 
prace, as the ſpring of mercy is. Though fiery tryals are 
grievous z yet they ſhall make us more gracious. Though 
for the preſent we cannot ſee but that ſuch and ſuch ſevere 
providences and fiery trya!s, as the Joſs of houſe, eſtate , 
trade, friends, will redound much to our prejudice and 
damage ; yet in the iſſue we ſkall find, that God will turn 
them to the internal and eternal advantage of our precious 
ſouls, We may ina pang of paſſion ſay as Facohb, Joſeph is 
no*, and Simeon is not, All theſe are againſt me, children 
are not, honours are not, riches are not, habitations are nor, 
creditis not. All theſe are againſt us; but in the cloſe we 
(hall find that promiſe made good in power upon us,- Rom. 

8, 28, We know that all things ſhall work together for good to 
them that Iove God, to them that are calfed according to his pur- 

poſe. O Sics! all the power of Heaven ſtands ingaged co 

mafte good this promiſe to you : And if yoa would but Jive 
in the daily aCtings of faith upon this bleſſed promiſe, you 
would then be able to bear up bravely under all the troubles 
and tryals, ' croſſes and loſſes thar you meer with in this 
world; and you would then experience the truth of Sam- 
ſons Riddle, Ont of the eater came meat, and ont of the frong 
ſweern. ff, What Paul (aid of his fiery tryals, viz. I know that 
this ſhall turn tomy ſalvation ; that may you ſafely ſay of all 
your fiery eryals, We know that they thall work for our 


produceth better health; and more ſtrength : And as the| 


pals into Ordinances for the helping on the growth of | Heb. 12. 10, 


am. 1, 3, 4- 
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Gen. 42. 36, 
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Pſal. 10g. 17, 
18, 


Gen. $0, 20. 
Chap. 41. 40. 


wicked inſtruments might deſign our deſtruRtion ; yet the 
wiſe God that fits at the Helm, will turn all into our Salva» 
tion; Thoſe ſevere Providences which for the preſent may 
ſcem very prejudicial, in the iflue ſhall prove very beneficial. 

oſephs. Brethren threw him into. a pit, after wards they ſell 

im,then he is falſely accuſed ,and as unjuſtly caſt into priſon, 
and laid in. cold Iron ; Yct all this iflued in his good ; his 
abaſement made way for his advancement ; for his thirteen 
years impriſonment he raigned fourſcore-years like a King, 
David you know had ſevenyears baniſhment, yer it ended in 
a gloripus Raign of forty years continuance, Fob loſt all that 
ever. he had in one day, he was a man under great calamity, 
he was a ſpe&acle of the higheſt miſery, he abounded only 
in boils and ores, and rags ; bur all this iflucd in the tryal 
of his grace, in the diſcovery of his grace, and in the improve- 
ment of his grace, and in the cloſe God did compenſate his 
_y great loſſes, by giving him twice as much as ever he 
had before, Dear friends, that by all ſevere Provi- 
dences and fiery. Tryals, God will turn your ſpark of grace 
into a flame, your mites into millions, and your drops into 
Seas, is, and ſhall be the hearty deſire of my Soul. O Sirs! 
if Chriſt be even raviſhed with one of his Spouſes eyes, and 
with one chain of her neck, with the leaſt grains and 
drams of true grace ; how will he be taken with abundance 


of grace ? how will he be raviſhed with the flouriſhing eſtate 


of your Souls in grace ? Well, remember tkis, the more under 
all your fiery tryals grace is increaſed, the more God is ho- 
noured, Religion adorned, -the mouths of the wicked ſtop. 
ped , the hands and hearts of weak Saints ſtrengthned 


4nd encouraged, the ſmarting Rod ſweetned, and threatned 


Jargeng prevented, O that thuſe two Prophehhes might 
made good in power upon all the burnt Citizens of Lon- 
don ! That 32, T7 15. Until the Spirit be poured upon ns 
from on bigh, and the wildernfi be a fruitful field, And chat 
35: 1ſa. 1, 2. The wilderneſs and the ſolitary place ſhall be glad 
for them : and the deſart ſhall rejoyce, and blſſom as the roſe, 
I: ſhall bloſſom abmnganily, and rejoyce even with joy and ſing. 


ing ; the glory of Lebanon ſhall be given unto it, the excek 
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lency of Carmel and Sharon , they ſhall ſee the glory of the 
Lord, and the excellency of our God, Thrice happy will the 
burnt Citizens of Londoz be, if under all their crofics and lof- 
ſes they grow into a more deep acquaintance with God, the 


the world and its vanity, mutability, impotency, and uncer- 
tainty z and with their own hearts, and the deccitfulneſs, 
vileneſs, baſenefs, and wretchedneſs of them, If under fiery 
Diſpenſations we grow morc holy then ever, and more hum- 
ble then ever, ans. more heavenly then ever, and more meck 
and lowly then ever, and more tender and compaſſionate 
then ever, and more faithful and fruitful then ever, and more 
patient and contented then ever, then we may be confident 
that the grand defign of Cod in bringing all that evil that 
he has brought upon us, was his glory and our own internal 


& eternal good,and accordingly we may rejoyce in the Lord, 


—_— we have nothing elſe to rejoyce in, Hb, 3. 17, 18, 
t 

4- Fourthly and laſtly, By ſevere Providences and by fiery 
Tryals, God doth defign the tryal of his peoples graces, and 
the diſcovery of their fincerity and integrity to the world, 
Dent, 8. 2. And thow ſyalt remember all the way which the 
Lord thy Ged led thee theſe forty years in the wildernefi, to bum- 
ble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine veart, 
whether tbou would(t keep bis Commandments or nay, God 


| |knew them well cnough before, without any experimental 


[tryal of them z but that he might the better make a diſcovery 
of themſelves to themſelves and to others, he led them up 
and down in the Wilderncf forty years. Fſal, 66. 10,11,12, 
For thou, O God, baft proved ws, theu baſt tryed uw 45 ſilver 1s 
tried , thou haſt brought ws into the net , thou haſt laid affliti. 
on upon our loyns ;, thou haſt cauſed men to ride over our heads : 
we went through fire and through water.God proves his people, 
not thereby to better his own knowledge of them, but to 
bring them to a better knowledge both of their own vices 
and graces. It isnot known what Corn will yield tiil it ccme 
to:the flail, nor what Grapes will yield till, they come to the 


leaves; 


preſs. Grace is hid in Nature: as ſweet water in Roſc- 
H 


world, and their own hearts; with God and his holineſs, with | 
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leaves; but fiery tryals will fetch it out, .Fire and water 
arc mercileſs Elements, and they note varicty of ſharpeſt try. 
als, Now -throvgh theſe Cod led his = le, that ſo he 
might diſcover to them and others both the ſtrength of their 
graces, and the ſtrength of their fins. God many times cxer- 
ciles his deareſt Children with fiery tryal?, that he may diſ- 
cover the ſincerity and integrity of his people to the world. 
The prophaneAtheiſtical world are apt very boldly and con- 
fidently to conclude, that the people of God are a pack of 
Hypocrites and Difſemblers, and that they ſerve God for a 
Livery, for loaves, and not for love ; and that they are Merce- 
nary in all they do, having more in their eyc, the hedge 
that he has made about'them, and the gold and filver that he 
has beſtowed upon them, then the honour and glory of the 
great God, Juſt as the Devil obje&ed againſt Fob. Now God 
toconvince theſe men, theſe monſters, of the integrity and 
fincerity of his people, he breaks down the hedge that he had 
made about them, and turns the wheel upon them, and 
breaks them with breach upon breach, he ftripes them of all, 
and turns them out of houſe and home, as he did Fob ; and | 
yet this people, with Fob, will Rill worſbip the Lord, and 
bleſs a taking God, as well as a giving God : They will Rill 
keep cloſe to the Lord and his ways, whatever God doth 
with themor againſt them, Pſal, 44. 17, 18, 19, All this 
is come pon us (*tis a terrible All, as you may ſee from the 9. 
to the.17. verſe) yet have we net forgotten thee, neither bave we 
dealr falſely in thy Govenamt , our beart is not turned back, 
neither bave eur ſteps declined from thy way, though thou baſt 
ſore broken us in the place of dragons, and covered us with the 
ſhadow of death, In fpite of all the wrath and rage of Antio- 
chus Epipbanes, that cruel and bloody Perſecutor of the 
Saints, theſe Servants of the Lord ſhew their fincerity by their 
conſtancy in keeping cloſe to the Lord and his ways in the| 
face of the greateſt oppoſition and hotteſt perſecution that 
they met withal, When the Emperor fent to Baſil to ſub- 
ſcribe tothe Arrian Herefic, the Meſfenger at firſt gave him 
good languape, and promiſed him great preferment, if he 


would turn Arrian; to which Befi/ replied , Alas, theſe 
| ſpeeches 
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ſpeeches are fic ro catch little children withal chat look after 
uch things ; but we that are nouriſhed and caught by the 
holy Scriptures, are readier to ſuffer a thouſand deaths, then 
to ſuffer one ſyllable or tittle of the Scripture to be altered. 
The ſame Bzfil affirms, that many of the Heathens ſeeing the 
Heroick zcal, courage, and conſtancy of the primitive Chri 
Rians in the face of all oppoſitions and perſecutions, turned 
Chriſtians, Fuftin Martyr confeſſcth, that the conftancy of 
the Chriſtians in their ſufferings, was the chief motive thai 
converted him to Chriſtianity : for I my ſelf (ich he) was 
once a Platoniſt, and did gladly hear the Chriftians reviled ; 
but when I ſaw they feared not death, nor any of thoſe milc- 
ries which moſt frighten all other men, I began to contider 
with my felf, that it was impoſſible for ſuch men to be lovers 
of yh more then loyers of picty, and that made me fi: ſt 
think of turning Chriſtian, Now by theſe means and me- 
thods, God convinceth the blind world of the integrity and 
lincerity of his people, When they ſee that thoſe whom 
they have ſevercly judged for Hypocrites, ſhall owne the 
Lord and his ways, and cleave to the Lord and his ways, 
and continue to follow the Lord and his ways, and hold on 
in a high honouring of the Lord and his ways, when their 
hedge is broken down, and God has ftript them as naked as 
i the day wherein they were born 3 O now they begin to 
change their note, and to conclude, ſurely theſe are the Ser- 
vants of the moſt high God z theſe are no Hypocrites nor 
Diſſemblers, but true Nathanaels in whom there is no guile, 
How have the people of God in London been judged Hypo- 
crites, Diſſemblers, Deccivers, Fa&ious, and what not ? Now 
God by burning up their ſubſtance, and by turning them out 
of houſe and home, and deſtroying all their pleaſant things, 
doth certainly defign to give thoſe that have ſo deeply cen- 
ſured them, a proof of their integrity and fincerity, by letting 
them ſee, that all the changes that have paſt upon them, can 
never work them to change their Mafter Chriſt, nor to 
change his ways for the ways of fin, nor to change his Wor 
(hip for the Worſhip of the world, nor to change their Reli. 
gion for the Religion of Rome, Certainly thoſe that love 
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the Lord, that delight in the Lord, and that bighly prize the 
Lord for thoſe infinite PerfeRions, Beautics, Glories, and 
Excellencies that are in him, they will owne him, and 
cleave to him, and follow after him when they have little, as 
when they had much, yea, when they have nothing of the 
world, as when they had all the world ; and by fo doing, 
they put a Pad-lock upon the lying lips of ſuch, they buttun 
up the mouths of ſuch who aſperſe and calumniate them as a 
Generation that only ſerve God upon the account of a 
worldly intereſt, There is nothing that doth more amulc, 
amaze, and aſtoniſh wicked men, then to ſce the people of 
God keep cloſe to him and his ways, when they arc ina ſuf- 
fering eſtate ; yea, when they have loſt all but their God 
and their integrity. 'The fire trys the golds as well as the 
touch ſtone, and diſcaſes try the £kill of the Phyfitian, and 
cempeſts try the skill of the Pilot; and fo do fiery tryals try 
both the truth and the ſtrength of a Chriſtians graces. Pau- 
linus Nolanzs, when his City was taken by the Barbarians 
prayed thus to God; Lord, let me not be troubled at the loſs 
of my Gold, Si.ver, Honour, City, &c, for thou art all, and 
much more then all theſe to me, Here was an Hereick $Spi- 
rit, here was grace in ſtrength, yea, in triumph. The ſpirits 
of the men of the world uſually fink under their loſſes. Me- 
nippus of Phenicia having loſt his goods, ſtrangled himſelf, 


the charge of a Halter, Another being turned out of his 
Eſtate, ran out of his wits. And another for the death of his 
Son, threw himſelf head-long into the Seca, Angnſins Ceſar 
(in whoſe time Chriſt was born) was ſo troubled and aſto- 
niſhed at the relation of a Foyl and Overthrow from Varws, 
thor for certain months together he let the hair of his beard 
and head grow ſtill, and worc it long ; yea, and other- 
whiles he would run his head againſt the doors, crying out, 
Quintilins Varus, deliver up my Legions again ; @vintilius 
Varus, deliver up my Legions again. Henry the II. (who 
was none of the belt of Princes ) hearing that his City Mentz 


was taken, uſed this blaſphemous ſpeech, 1 ſhall never (faith 
ſe) love God any more, that ſuffered a City ſo dear to me, 


Dinarcus Phiton at a certain loſs cut his own throat to ſavel 
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to be taken from me, Now by all theſe inſtances you may 
clearly and plainly ſee the different temper and carriage of 
wicked men under their loſſes, crofles, tryals, and ſufferings, 
from the people of God. When they are under fiery tryals, 
what an evil ſpirit, what a deſperate ſpirie, what a ſullen 


ſpirit, what a proud ſpirit, what a Satanical ſpirit, what a 


helliſk ſpiric do they diſcover ! they tell] all the world, that 
they arc under the power and dominion of the God of this 
World. But when the people of God are under fiery tryals, 
they make conſcience of carrying of it fo as that they may 
convince the world, that God is in them of a trath, and 
that they are fincerc and upright before the Lord, however 


[they arc judged and cenſured as Hypocrites, Deceivers, 


Difſemblers, and what not,  O that all that are ſufferers by 
this fiery Diſpenſation, would make it their buſineſs, their 
work, their Heaven, ſo to carry it under their preſent try. 
als, as to convince all gain-ſayers of the ſincerity, integrity, 
and uprightneſs of their hearts, both towards the Lord, his 
people, his ways, his Ordinances, his intereſt, and all his 
concernments in this world. And thus much for the graci- 
ous Ends that God aims at in all thoſe ſevere Pragdences 
and fiery Tryals, that of late he has exerciſed his people with. 


The next thing we are to inquire after, is, thoſe fins for 
which the Lord inflits fo heavy a Judgment as this of Fire 
upon the Sons of men. Now for the opening of this, give 
me leave to propoſe this Queſtion. Viz, 


What are thoſe ſins that bring the fiery Diſpenſation, that 
bring the Judgment of Fire upon Cities, Nations, and 
Countries 2 Now that I may give a full and fair Anſwer to 
this neceſſary and important Q 'eſtion, will you pleaſe 'to 
premiſe with me theſe four things ? 


Firſt, We need not queſtion but that ſome of all ſorts, 


ranks, and degrees of men (in and about that once'great and 
glorious City ) did eminently contribute to the- bringing 
down of that dreadful Judgment of Firc that has turned that 


renowned | 
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renowned City into Afhes ; doubtleſs Superiors and Infe- 
riors, Miniſters and Pcople, Husbands and Wives, Parents 
and Children, Maſters and Servants, Rich and Poor, Ho- 
nourable and Baſe, Bond and Free, have all. had a hand in 
the bringing down that Judgment of Fire that has turned 
London into a ruinous heap. Bur, 


Secondly, Premiſe this with me, viz. That *isa greater 


{Argument of humility, integrity, and holy ingenuity, to fear 


our ſelves, and to be jealous of our ſelves rather then others, 
as the Diſciples of Chriſt did, Mat. 26, 21, 22, And a they 
did eat, he ſaid, Verily I ſay unto you , that one of you ſhall 
betray me, And they were exceeding ſorrowful, and began eve- 
ry one of them to ſay unto him, Lord, is it I ? 'Tis better for 
every man to do his beſt to ranſack and ſearch his own Soul, 
and to find out the Achan, the accurſed thing in his own bo. 
ſom that has brought that dreadful Judgment of Fire upon 
us, then for men (without any Scripture- warrant) to fix it 
upon this party and that, this ſort of men and that, There 
is no Chrittian to him that ſmites upon his own heart, his 
own eaſt , his own thigh, ſaying, What have I done? 
The negle& of this duty the Prophet long fince has com- 
plained of, No man repents himſelf of bis wickedneff, ſaying, 
What bave T done ? that is, none comparatively : So how 
rare is it to find a burnt Citizen repenting himſelf of his 
wickedneſs, and ſaying, What have I done ? Moſt men arc 
ready to blame others more then themſelves, and to judge 
others rather then themſelves to be the perſons that have 
brought down this Judgment of Fire upon us, 'Twas a 


| good Saying of one of the Ancients : Amar Deus ſeipſos ju. 


dicantes, non judicare ; God loves to judge them that judge 
— raſhly,bat not thoſe that judge themſelves religiouſly, 
ut, 

Thirdly, Premiſe this with me; in times of common 
Judgments, common Calamitics, and Miſerics, other of the 
Saints and Servants of God have lookt upon their own fans 
a the procuring-cauſes of the common Calamity : Thus 


David did in that 2 Sam. 24.15. So the Lord ſemt @ pefti- 
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lence upon [ſracl from the morning even to the time appointed, | 


ty thouſand men : but mark the 17. verſe, And David fpake 
unto the Lord, when he ſaw the Angel that [mote the peaple,and 
ſaid, Lo, I have finned, and I have done wixhedly ; but theſe 
ſheep, what bave they done ? let thy band, I pray thee, be againft 
me and againſt my fathers bouſe, And thus did good Nebe- 
miah, Nebem., 1.3 6, 7. And they ſaid unto me, The renmant 
that are left of the captivity there in the province, are in great 
afflition and reproach, the wall of Jeruſalem alſo is broken Ta 
and the gates thereof burnt with fire, Both I and my fathers 
houſe bave ſinned, we have dealt very corruptly againſt thee, and 
bave not kept thy commandments, nor ey nor the judg- 
ments which thou commandeſt thy ſervant Moſes, Now cer- 
tainly tis as much our glory as our duty to write after theſe 
bleſſed Copies, that theſe Worthies have ſet before us. Alex. 
#nder had ſomewhat a wry neck, and his Souldiers thought it 
an honour to be like him : How much more ſhould we count 
it an honour to be like to David and Nebemiab in ſuch a 
praice as is honourable to the Lord, and advantagious to 
our ſelves > But what Plutarch (aid of Demoſthenes, That he 
was excellent at praiſing the worthy AAﬀs of his Anceſtors, 
but not ſo at imitating them, is applicable to the preſent caſe, 
and to many who have been burnt up in our day. But, 


Fourthly and laſtly, Premiſe this with me z there were 
many fins amongſt them that did profeſs to fear God in that 
great City, which may and ought to work them to juſtifie 
the Lord, and to ſay, that he is righteous in bis fiery Diſpen- 


ations, I may well fay to the burnt Citizens of London, || 
what the Prophet Oded to them in that 2 Chron, 28, 10, But || 


are there not with you, even with you, ſins againſt the Lord your 
God ? 

But you will ſay, What fins were there among the pro- 
feſſing people in London, that may and ought to work them 
to jultific the Lord, and to ſay, that he is Juſt and righteous, | 
and that he has done them no wrong, though he has burnt 
them up, and turned them out of all? ; 


E anſwer, | 


Oe 


and there dyed of the people from Dan even 10 Beer-ſhtha ſevens | 
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I anſwer, That there were theſe ſeven fins, among others, 
to be found amongſt many of them ( 1 ſay not amongſt all of 
them.) all which call aloud upon them to lye low at the 
foot of God, and to ſubſcribe to the Righteouſneſs of God, 
though he has turned them out of houſe and home, and 
burnt up their ſubſtance on every hand, 


Firſt, There was among many Profeflors of the Goſpel in 
London,too great a conformity to the faſhions of the world ; 
how many profeſſing men in that great City were dreſt up 
like fantaſtical Anticks, and women like Bartholomew-babics, 
to the diſhonour of God, the ſhame of Religion, the hard. 
ning of the wicked, the grieving of the weak, and the pro» 
voking of divine Juſtice > When Dariws changed the faſhion 
of his Scabbard from the Perſian manner into the Mode of 
the Grecks, the Chaldean Aſtrologers prognoſticated that the 
Perſian Monarchy ſhould be tranſlated to them whoſe faſhion 
he counterfeited. Certainly that Nation may fear a ſcourge 
from that Nation or Nations whoſe faſhions they follow. 
Zepha; 1. $. And it ſhall come to paſt in the day of the Lords 
Sacrifice, that I will puniſh the Princts and the Kings children, 
and all ſuch as are cloathed with ſtrange apparel, This is a 
ſtinging and a flaming check againſt all Faſhion-mongers, 
againſt all ſuch as ſeem to have conſulted with French, Ita. 
lian, Perfian, and all Outlandiſh Monſters to adviſc them of 
all their ſeveral modes and faſhions of vice, and that are (o 
dextrous at following of them, that they are more compleat 
in them then their pattern, Certainly, if ever ſuch 
Wantons be ſaved, *twill be by fire: Strange apparel is part 
of the Old man, that muſt be put off, if ever men or women 
intend- to go to Heaven. » What dreadful things are thun- 
dred out againſt thoſe proud curious Dames of Fernſalem,by 
the Prophet Iſaiab, who being himſelf a Courtier, inveighs 
as puntoally againſt the noble vanity of Appare), as if he 
had even then viewed theLadiesWard-robes ? And thoſe va- 
nitics of theirs brought deſolating and deſtroying Judgments 


inſtead 


upon them. And it ſhall come to paſs, that inſtead of ſweet | 


ou there ſhall be s tink, and inſtead of a girdle @ rent, and | 
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inflead of wellsſet bair baldnefi, and inſtead of a ſtomacher a 
girding of ſackcloth, and burning of inſtead beauty, Thy men 
ſhol foll by the ſword, and thy mighty in the war And ber gates 
_ { ſhall lament and mourn, and ſhe == deſolate, ſhall fit mpon | 
the ground, As light and ſlight as many make of vain Ape 
| parel ; yer Cyrian and Auguſtine draw oP this Concluhon,, 
{ That ſuperfluous Apparel is worſe then Whoredom, becauſe 
Whorcdom only corrupets Chaitity, but this corruprs Nature. 
Seneca complained, that many in his time were more (ollici- 
rous of their attire then of their good behaviour, and that 
they had rather that the Common-wealth ſhould be troubled 
then their Locks and ſet looks, 1 haveread of the Grecians, 
that when they wiſhed a curſe upon their enemies, it was 
this, That they ſhould plcaſe themſelves in bad cuſtoms, 
There are many who life their hicads high, who ſeem to be 
under this curſe this day. Why doth the Apoſtle ſay (faith| , _. 
one of the Ancients) Above all things ſwear not ? Is it worſe _ 
toſwear then to ſteal, worſe to ſwear then to commit adul. |” **',*** | 
tery, worſe to ſwear then to kill a man > No, But the Apo. 
ſle would fortific us as much as he could againſt a pcſtilent 
cuſtom, to puniſh the gms cuſtoms and faſhions that were 
amongſt us, God ſent the Pcftilence in 1665, and the 
fiery Judgment in 1666. And the Lord grant that the| 
bloody. Sword ( in the hands of cruel Cut-throats that arc 
brutiſh and +kilful to deſtroy) be not ſent amoneſt' us ſome | EZ*k- 21. 31. 
other year to puniſh the ſame iniquity, O Sirs ! what was 
more common among many Profeffors in London then to be 
cloathed in ſtrange Apparel, 4 la mode de France, Mark 
thoſe that affe&ed the Babylonizn Habit, were ſent Captives 
to Babylon, They that borrowed the. faſhions of the Egypt 
ns may get their boils and botches. Certainly ſuch as fear 
the Lord ſhould goin ng Apparel, but, Firſt ſuch as they are 
willing to dyc in, Secondly, to appear before the Ancient of |1is. 26. 8, g, 
days in, when his Jndgments are abroad iii che'carth, Third- = 


4 f , 


ly, to ſtand before a Judgment-ſcat.” | Bur, . 


Ezek, 23. 15, 


Secondly, There was among many Profeffors of the Goſ. | 2. 


pel in L-ndon much lyuke-warmnecfs and coldnefs in the things | 
| | of 


— 
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of God, the City was full of tuke-warm Laodireonr, The 
fove of many to God, to his people, 'to-his ways, and to his 
| inftttured Worſhip, was cold, very cold, ffark cold. God 
deftroyed the old World by water for the heat of their luſts, 
and God has deſtroyed the City of Londorr by fire for the 
coldnefs of their love that dwelt therein. EF have rcad of| 
Anaſtatiw the Emperor, how God ſhot him to death with a | 
CO Ps becauſe of his luke-warmneſs and formality. 
ar, 

Thirdly, There was a great deal of worldlineſs and 
carthly.mindednelſs, and coyerouſnefs amoneſt the profeſling | 
people of London. OSirs ! the world is all ſhadow an 
vanity, *tis filia nottis, like Fonabs Gourd, a man may et 
under its ſhadow for a time, but it ſoon decays and dyes, 
The main reaſon why many Profefſors dote upon the world, 
is, becauſe they are not acquainted with a er glory, 
Ven ate Acorns till they were acquainted with the uſe of 
Wheat; The Load-ftone cannot draw the Iron when the 
Diamond js in preſence; and ſhall earthly vanitics drawthe 
Soul when Chrift the Peat! of price is in preſence ? Many 
of the Profeſſors of Lindon were great Worſhippers of the 
golden Calf, and therefore God is juſt in turning their gold- 
'en Calf into aſhes. The world may well be reſembled to 
the fruit that undid us all, which was fair to the fight,ſmoorh 
in handling, ſweet in taſte, but deadly in cftc& and opera- 
tion. The world in all its bravery is no better then the 
Cities which Solomon gave to Hiram, which he called Cabal, 
that is, diſpleaſing or dirty, The whole world is circular, 
the heart of man triangular, and we know a Circle cannor 
£11 a Triangle. If the heart of man be. not filled with the 
three Perſons in Trinity, it will be filled with the world, 
the fleſh, and the Devil. Riches, like bad ſervants, never 
ſtay long with one maſter ; what certainty is there in that 
which one ſform at Seca, one treacherous friend, one fale 
bath, one ball of fire, yea, one ſpark of fire may ftrip us of ? 
1O Sirs ! if-you can gather grapes of thorns, and figs of 
thiſtles, then go on, and dore upon the world till. All the 
things of this world are vain things, they are vanity of vani- 

ties 
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tie?, all in Heaven coupt them vain, and all in Hell count 
them vain: a CR piece is but as a chip to them, Pearls 
are but as pebbles in their eyes. Lozarw was a Preacher,as 
ſome conceive, and Dives a Lawyer : ſure 1am, that Laza- 
ra in Heaven is now rich enough, and happy encugh ; and 
Diver in Hell is now poor enough, and miſerable enough. H: 
who makes his world his God while he is in the world 

what will he do for a God whew he goes out of this world ? 
Well, Sirs, remember this inordinate love to the world will 


expoſe a man to ſeven great loſſes, Yiz. 


Firſt, To the loſs of many precious opportunities of grace. 
Rich Felix had no leiſure to hear poor Pax/, and Martha | A&ts 24. 
bufied about many things, had notime to hear Chriſt preach, Ho "uy 
though never man preache as he preacht, Men inordinatecly . 
in love with the world, have ſo much to do on earth, that 


they have no time #o look up to Heaven, 


Secondly, To the loſs of all heavenly benefit and profii .. 

by the Miniftry of the World : nothing will grow whereſpzc, ,2. 4: 
old grows z where the love of the world prevails, there the| 32, 23; n 
Miniftry of the Word will not prevail. If the love of the h 
world be too hard for our hearts, then the Miniſtry of the 
Word will work but little vpon our hearts. 


Thirdly, To the oſs of the face and favour of God, God| 3. 
doth not Jove to ſmile upon thoſe who-are (till ſmiling upon 
the world, and fill ranning after the world. The face and| 19. 57. 15. 
favour of God are Pearls of price that God beftows upon 
none but ſuch whoſe eonverſation is Heaven, and who have | Phil. 2. 20, 
the Moon (viz, all things that arc changeable as the Moon))| rey, 12, x. + 
under their feer, God never loves to life up the light of his TY 
| countenance upon a dunghil-fpirized mar,(: od hides his face |. 
fo none ſo much and ſo long, as from thoſe who are ſtil} 
nging aſter more and more of the world, 


| Fourthly, Totheiloſs of Relipion,; andthe true Worſhip | 
and Scrvice of Gd, as you may ſee - by xomparing of the | | 
of = 


Scriptures 


ee ee my 


| 60 


- London's Lamentations on 


1 Tim, 6. 10, 
« $. 7 
Deur. 32. 15. 
Hol. 4 7. 
Hol. I3. bo 


; 


; J- 
| Deur, 8, 10, 
In. 

Jer. 2.31» 


Adam. in vit, 
Regn, Þ. 78. 


= 


6, 


i Tim. 6.9, 


2 Tim. 4. 10. 


Chap. 22.21. 
Pſal, 144. 15: 


Math. 16. 26. 


Scriptures in the Margine together, Many Worldings deal 
with Religion as Maſons deal with their Ladders, when they 
have work to do, and to.climb, &, O then how they huy 
and embrace the Ladder, and carry it on thcir arms and on 
their ſhoulders ! but then when they have done climbing, 
they hang the Ladder on the Wall, or throw it into a cor. 
ner. O Sirs! there is noloſs to the loſs of Religion ; a 
man were better loſe his name, his cltate, his limbs, his li. 
herty, his life, his all, then loſe his Religion, 


Fifthly, To the loſs of Communion with God, and Ac. 
quaintance with God, A man whoſe Soul is converſant 
with God, ſhall find more pleaſure, delight, and content in a 
defart, in a den, in a dungeon, and in dcath, then inthe Pa» 
lace ofa Prince, Mans ſammym bonum ſtands in his Com. 
munion with God, as Scripture and Experience evidences , 
nay, God and I arc good company, ſaid famous Door. Sibs 
Macedenius the Hermit, retiring into the Wilderneſs, that 
he might with more freedom enjoy God, and have his Con- 
yerfation in Heaven'z upon time there came a young Gen. 
tlewan'*into the Wilderneſs to hunt wild beaſts, and ſceing 

he Hermit, he rode to bim, a+king him, why he came into 
that ſolitary place ? he deſired he might have leave to ask 
him che ſame queſtion, why he came thither ? I came hither 
to hunt, ſaid the young Gallant, and ſo do I, ſaith the Her. 
mit, Deam venor mexm, 1 hunt aſtcy my God : they hunt 
beſt who hunt moſt after Communion with God. Urbanus 


one of the ſweeteſt days that ever he had in all his life , but 


one hours converſe with God ? Now an inordinate love of 


Sixthly, To the loſs of his precions and immortal Soul 
Shemez by ſecking his ſervant, loſt bis, life;z, and many by 


fan eager ſecking after this world, loſe their precious and 


Regizs having one days converſe with Lmtber, ſaid, it was |' 
what was one days, yea, one years converſe with Lmther, to|' 
the world will cat out all a. mans Communjon with God. || 


A man cannot Jook.up to Heaven, and look, down upon the | 
{Ear th at the ſame time, Bur, 
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immortal Souls, Many have ſo much to do © Earth, that 


God, to ſecure their Intereſt in Chriſt, or to make ſure work 
for their Souls. But, 


Seventhly, To the loſs of the world , for by their inor- 
- [dinate love of the world, they highly provoke God to ſtrip 
them of the world, Ah, how rich might many a man have 
been, had he minded Heaven more, and the world leſs! 
When men ſet their hearts ſo greedily upon the world, *tis 
juſt with God to blaft, and curſe, and burn up all their 
worldly comforts round about chem, 


comforts, in their communions,and in their ſpiricual ftrength, 
They are fallen from their firſt love, The flame of divine 
love being blown out, God ſends a flaming fice in tie midſt 
of them, Many Londoners were fallen into a ſpiritual Con- 


amoneſt them, Many in Lindon were withered intheir = 
Profeſſion : where was that vifble forwardnefs, that zeal, 
that diligence in waiting upon the Lord in his Ordinances, 
that once was to be found amongſt the Citizens of London ? 
And many Citizens were withered in their Converſations 
and Converſe one with another. There was not that al 
ciouſneſs, that holincſ*, that ſpiricualneſs, that heavenlineſs, 
that fruitfulneſs, that examplarineſs, that ſeriouſneſs, and 
that profitablenefs ſparkling and ſhining in their Converſa- 
tions and Convet Fs one with another, as once was to be found 
Imongſt them, And many were withered in their aff:Qi 

ons. Ah, what a flame of love, what a flame of joy, what #' 
_ . Jflame of defires, what a flame of dclig.he, what a flame'of 
zeal as to the beſt things, was once to be feund amongſt the 


iff-Fion reduced to a few coals and cinders ? and therefore 
Jn wonder, if God fent a flaming fire inthemidſtof thern ; 


and many were withered in their very Dutics and Services, 
| how 


* [they have no time to lock up to Heaven to honour their | | 


—  — 


Fourthly, Many in London were fallen under ſpiritual de- | 
|cays, witherings, and languiſhings in their graces, in their |: 


ſumption, and to recover them out of it, .God 'ſent-a' fire |8 


[Cirizens of Londen ) but how were thoſe mighty flames of || 
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Rev. 2. 4» 
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how ſlight, how formal, how cold, how carcJeſs, how re- 
| miſs, how negle&ive were many in their Familiee, in their 
| 1 Cloſets, and in their Church-communions, who heretofore 
were mighty in praying and wreſtling with God , and 
mighty in lamenting and mourning over {tn, and mighty in 
their groanings and longings after the Lord ; and who of old 
Math. 11, x2, | 99vld have. taken the Kingdom of Heaven: by violence? 
* 1 1] There were many in that great City that had loſt their (pi- 
& Sam. 19. 35 | ritual taſte, they could not taſte that ſweetneſs in Promiles, 
| in Ordinances, in Sabbaths, and in the Communion ot 
Saints, that once they had taſted and found, In fpiritual 


7 þ 6.6 things many Citizens could taſte no more ſweetneſs then in 
_ row the white of an Egg. Many in that great City had loſt their 
| ſpiritual appetite, they had loſt their ſtomachs, they did not 


hunger and thirſt after God and Chriſt, and the Spirit and 
Grace, and the Light of Gods Countenance, and purc Ordi. ! 
| nances, and the Fellowſhip of the people of God, as once 
Jthey did. Nowis there any thing more contrary to the 
| Nature of God, the Works of God, the Word of God, the 
| Glory of God,then (piritual decays? Oh, the prayers and the 

' praiſes that God loſes by decayed Chriſtians! Ah, how do 
| decayed Chriſtians grieve the ſtrong, and ſtumble the weak, 
and ſtrengthen the hands of the wicked, and lay theraſclves 
| | open to divine diſpleaſure! Many in London did like Mandro- 
bulws in Lacian, who offered to his God the fiſt year gold, 
| the ſecond year filver,and the third year nothing; and there- 
fore no wonder, if God ſent a fire amongft them. But, 


Fiſthly, Their non-improvement of the mercies and pri-! 
| viledges that they were ſurrounded with , and their non-! 
| improvement of leffer and greater Judgments that God had 
| | __ inflicted on.them, and thei: non improvement of | 

their Eſtates to that height they ſhould have done, for the: 
| ſupply of them whoſe wante, bonds, neceflitics, and milcries 
did call aloud for ſupplics : many did ſomething, a few did 
much, but all ſhould have done more. 


| | | 

| 6, || Sixthly, Thoſe unnatural heats, fiery conteſts, violent 
3 paſſions, and fore diviſions that have been amongſt them, 
_ maj!” 
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may well work them to Juſtific the Lord in his fiery Diſpen- 
ations towards them : for a Wolf to worry a Lamb, is 
aſual ; but for one Lamb to worry another, is annatural : 
for Chriſts Iillies to be among thorns, is common ; bur for 
theſe lillies to become thorns, and to tear and rend, and fetch 
blood of one another, is monſtrous and ſtrange. The Con- 
teſt that was between the Birds, abuut the Roſe that was 
found in the way, was fatal to many of them, and iflued in 
the loſs of the Roſe at laſt, 


Seventhly and laſtly, There were many in London, who 
were (o very ſecure, and fo exceſſively taken up with their 


did not lay the afflifions of Joſeph, 1, fo kindly, 2. 
ſeriouſly, 3. ſo aftc&ionately, 4. fo readily, 5. fo fre- 
quently, 6. ſo lamentingly, and 7. fo conſtantly to heart 


Lord is righteous, the Lord is righteous in all his fizry DIC. 
penſations towards us ? 
But to prevent miftakes, and that Imay lay no heavier a 


had and have a ſaving intereſt in him, then is meet; and 
that I may give no advantage to prophane perſons to father 
the burning of the City of London wholly, mainly, or only 
upon the fins of the people of God : give me leave therefore 
to/propound theſe four Queries, 


Firſt, Whether all theſe ſeven fins laſt cited, or moſt of 
them, can be juſtly charged upon the body of thoſe fincere 
Chriſtians, who lived then in London, and whoſe habitations 
are now burnt up ? 

Secondly, Whether thoſe of the people of God, upon 
whom any of the fore-mentionct fins are chargeable, bayc 


and mourned over thoſe fins that might have been charge 
upon them, either by their own conſciences or others ? - 
| Thirdly, Where and how it doth-appear by the blefſed, 


Scriptures, 


————— — — 


worldly comforts, contentments, and enjoyments, that they | 
Q 


as they ought to have done, Upon all theſe accounts, how | 
well does ic become the Citiz:ns of London to cry out, the | 


load upon the people of God, that truly feared him, and that} 


not before the City was burnt, daily lamented, ovalles, 


Cant. 2. 16. 


| 
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[have been alrcady ſpecified, or any others that can be now 


heavy Judgment of Fire may be more clearly, ſafely, and 


aid of the man that was born blind. But general Judg- 


ſprings imo dry ground, a fruitful land into barrenneſl,, for the | 


Scriptures, that ever God ſent ſogreat a Judgment of Fire 
(as was poured out upon London ) upon the account of the 
fins of thoſe that truly feared him , be it thoſe ſeven that 


clearly and juſtly proved againſt them ? 
Faurthly, Whether there are not ſome other mens fins, 


upon. whom in the clear evidence of Scripruce-light, this 


fairly fixt, then upon the fins of thoſe, who had ſet up God| 
as the great Objc of their fear ? 

. Now in Anſwer to this laſt Query , give me leave to 
ay : 
Firſt, , That fin in the general brings the dreadful Judg. 
ment of Fire upon a people; marks, perſonal affliftions, and 
ryals may come upon the people of God for tryal, and to 
lhew the Soveraignty. of God, as in the caſe of Job, whoſe 
affli tions were for tryal, and not for.fin : the ſame may be 


ments, ſuch as this ficry Diſpenſation was, never comes upon 
a people, but upon the account of fin. This is evident in 
my Text, Iſa, 42. 24, 25. God, ſet Facob and Iſrael on fire, 
and burnt them round about, but "twas becanſe they would not 

walk in bis ways, neither were they obedient uno bis Low,| 
Jer, 4. 4; Cirewmciſe your ſelves to the Lord, and take away 
the fore=rkin of your beart, ye men of Fudab, and inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, leſt my fury come forth like fire, and burn, that 
none can quench it, becauſe of the evil of your doings, $o Plal, 
[07. 33, 34+ He turneth rivers into a wi'derneff, and the waters 


wickedneſs of them that dwell therein, The very Country of 
Fury, as Travellers report, which fl»>wed once with milk 
and honey, is now for fiftecn miles about Ferwſalem, like a 
Deſarr,, without graſs, tree, or ſhrub, Ah, what ruines 
Joth fin bring upon the moſt renowned Countries and Ci- 
ies that have becn in the world ! ſuch is the deftruftive na- 
cure of fin, ' that it will firſt or Taft level the richeft, the 
ſtrongeſt, and the moſt glorious Citics in the world. So 


[bc Prophet 4mer tells us, that *cis fin that brings Gods 


ſoreſt 
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ſoreſt puniſhments upon his people, Amos 1, 3. For three 
tranſgreſſions of Damaſews (by which we' are to underſtand 
the greatneſs of their iniquities) and far four ( by which we 
are to underſtand the multitude ef their tranſgreſſions) I 
will not turn away the puniſhment thereof : the "ſame is ſaid of 
Gaza, verſe 6. and of Trw, verſe g, and of Edom, verſe 11, 
and of Ammon, verſe 13. and of Moab, Chap, 2.1, and of 
Tudab, verſe 4. and of /ſrael, verſe 6. Now 'tis very ob- 
ſervable of every one of theſe, that when God threatens to 
puniſh them for the greatneſs of their iniquitics, and for the 
mulcitude of their tranſgreſſions, he doth particularly threat. 
ento ſend a fire among them, to conſume the houſes and the 
Palaces of their Cities ; ſo he doth to Damaſcus, Amos 1, 4, 
ButT will ſend a fire into the honſe of Hazael, which ſhall de. 
voury the Palaces of Ben-hadad : So he doth to Gaza, verſe 7. 
But I will ſend @ fire on the Wall of Gaza, which ſhall devour 
the Palaces thereof : So he doth to Tyrws, verſe 10. But I 
will ſend a fire on the Wall of Tyrus, which ſhall devour the 
Palaces thereof : So he doth to Edom, verſe 12. But T will 
ſend a fire upon Teman, which ſhall devonr the Palaces of Boz- 
rab : So he doth to Ammon, verſe 14, But I will kindle 2 
fire in the Wall of Rsbbah, and it ſhall devour the Palaces there. 
of, with ſhouting in the day of battel, with a tempeſt in the day of 
the whirlwind : $o he doth to Moab, Chap. 2, verſ, 2. But 
I will ſend a fire upon Moab, and it ſhall devour the Palaces 
of Kirioth, and Mab ſhall dye with tumult, with ſhouting 
and with the ſound of a trumpet : So he doth to Fudab, verl, 
5- But Twill ſend a fire upon Fudah, and it ſhall devonr the 
Palaces of Feruſilem, By all theſe remarkable Inſtances tis 
evident, that God by his ficry Diſpenſations tells all the 
world, that the fins of that people are great and many, upon 
whom the dreadful Judgment of Fire is inflited in ics fury, 
| and therefore *ts high folly and madneſs in many men that 
i, on them impure this heavy Judgment of Fire to any thing 
rather then to their fins, O Sirs ! *cis fi that barns vp our 
habitations, and that turns flames of love into a conſuming 
fire, And this the Parliament in their A& for theRebuild- 


| ing 0 ſthe Ciryof London, well obſerves : the Clauſe of the 
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AR isthis ;. * And that the ſaid Cirizens, and their Succeflors 
* for all the time te come, may retain the Memorial of fo fad 
© 2 defolation, and reflc& ſeriouſly upon their manifold ini- 
© quities, which are the unhappy cauſes of ſuch Judgments, 
jo Be it further Enaftcd, That the Second-of September (un- 
© lefs the ſame happen to be Sunday z and if ſo. then the next 
* day following,) be yearly for ever hercatter obſcrvcd as a 
day of publick Faſting and Humiliation within the ſaid 


: mighty God upon the ſaid City, to make devout |'rayers 
* and Supplications unto him, to divert the like Calamity for 
© the time to come. So Sir Edward Twrnor Knight, in his 
Speech to the King upon the Prorogation of the Parliament, 
© We muſt (ſaith hc) for ever with humility acknowledge the 
F Juſtice of God in puniſhing this whole Nation by the Tate 


© not the greateſt ſinners on whom the Tower of Siloam fell, 
© and doubtleſs all our fins did contribute to the —_—_ 
© that meaſure, which being full, drew down the wrath of 
© God upon that City. So much the King in his Proclama. 
tion for a General Faſt on the Tenth of Otober obſerves, The 
Words of the Proclamation are theſe, * His Majeſty there- 
* fore of out a deep and pious ſenſe of what Himſelf and all 


* what may yet be feared, unleſs it ſhall pleaſe Almight 
© God to turn away his anger from us, doth hereby Publi 
* and Declare His Royal Will and Pleaſure, That Wedneſday 
© being the Tenth of Ofober next enſuing, ſhall be ſet apart, 
© and kept, and obſerved by all His Majeſties Subje&s of 
© England, and Wales, and the Town of Berwick upon Tweed, 


* the mercies of God, that it would pleaſe him to pardon the 
* crying fins of this Nation, thofe eſpecially which have 
* drawn down this laſt and heavy Judgment upon us,-and to 
© removefrom usall other his Judgments which our fins hate 
© deſerved, and which we now cither feel or fear. Thus you 


ſee that not only, the bleſſed Scriptures, but alſo King and 
Parliament do roundly conclude, that *cwas for our fins, 
our 


* City and Liberties thercof, to implore the mercies of Al. | 


© dreadful Conflagration of Londen, We know they were | 


* as a day of ſolemn Faſting and Humiliation, to implore | 


—— 


© His People now ſuffer, and with a Religious care to prevent | 


_ Y 
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our manifold iniquities, our crying fins, that God has ſent 
this heavy Judgment upon ue. His Majeſty alſo well ob: 
ſerves, that there are ſome ſpecial crying fins that bring 
down the fiery Judgment upon us. Now this Royal Hint 
leads me by the hand to fay : 


| Secondly, That though fin in the general, lays peop'e un- 
der the ficry Diſpenſations of God ; yet if we will but dili- 


fins that brings the heavy Judgment of Fire upon Cities and 
Countries, As, 

Firſt, Groſs Atheiſm, praRtical Atheiſm, is a fin that 
brings deſolating and deſtroying Judgments upon a people, 
Zeph, 1.12, And it ſhall come to paſi, at that time that 1 will 
ſearch Feruſalem with candles, and puniſh the men that are 
ſetled non their lees, that ſay intheir beart, the Lord will not 
da good, neither will be do evil, What horrid Blaſphemy, 
what groſs Atheiſm is here > How do theſe Atheiſts ungod 
the great God ? How do they deny his Omnipotency and 
Omniſciency ? What a God of Clouts, what an Idol-god do 
they make the great God to be, when they make him to be 
ſuch a God as will neither do good nor hurt ? Epicurizs de- 
nied not Gods Effence,, but only his Providence ; for he 
granted that there was a God, though he thought him to be 
luch an one as did neicher good nor evil; but certainly God 
fits not idle in Heaven, but has a ſharp and ſerions Eye upon 
all that is done on the Earth ; and this both Saints and fin- 
ners ſhall find by expericnce, when in the great day he ſhal] 


what they have done in the fleſh, Atheiſm is the main dil- 
caſe of the Soul, not only peſtilent to the perſon in whom it i: 
harboured, but alſo ro the whole Land where *cis praiſed 
and permiites, Atheiſm is worſe then Idolatry ; for Ido- 
latry only robs God of his Worſhip, but Athciſm robs God 
both of his Attributes and Rzing, a1 therefore mark what 
follows, verſe 13. Therefore bir Gou ſþ ill B.come a booty. 


gently ſea: ch into the bleſſed Book of God, which never ſpoke| 
Treaſon nor Sedition, we fhall find that there are ſeveral |' 


diſtribute both his rewards and puniſhments according 'tc| 


2 


and their hyſos a d ſolation, they ſhell alſo build bewſes, but 
l —— Ak 


Atheiſm denj- 


eth God in ei- | ' 


ther, 1. ino- 
pinion, ſaying, 
there is no 


_ 3 Or, 2. 
n 


affe&ion, 


wiſhing there 
were no God 


OC, 3. in con- 
verſation, li- 


ving as if there 
were no God, 
Rev. 22.12, 


. 


Ee eee ee 


—” 7” 0 oo. - . 


_ 


| 


68 


London's Lamentations on 
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Pfal. 14, 1+ 


ja univerſal fire, an unquenchable fire, an inextinguiſhable 


mot inbabit therh ; and they ſhall plant vineyard, but not drink 
the wine , thereof, So Ezck. 20. 47, 48, 49. 4nd ſay to the 
foreſt of the South, Hear the Word of the Lord, thus ſaith the 
Lord God, Behold, I will kindle @ fire in thee, and it ſhall ae. 
vour every green tree in thee, and every dry tree, the flining 
flime ſhall not be quenched, and all faces from the South to the 
North ſhall be burnt therein, And all flih ſhall ſee that I the 
Lord have kindled it, it ſhall not be quenched Then ſaid /, 
Ab, Lord God, they ſay of me, doth be not fpcak parables, Here 
[was a pack of Arhciſts that did mock and ſcoff at the Pro- 
phet aud his Parables ; they told him, that he ta'kr like a 
mad man, and that he ſpoke of ſuch things that neither 


and of the foreſt of the South, and of fire, and of flaming 
fire, and of green and dry trees, and that all theſe things 
were dark and of obſcure to them : they put off all the Pro- 
pher ſpoke as Allegorical, as Myſtical, and as Xnigmatical, 
and as dark viſions, and as dreams, and imaginations, and 
divinations of his own brain, and therefore they needed 
not much mind what he ſaid. Now mark theſe Arhcifts, 
what do they do ? they provoke-the Lord to kindle a fire, 


fire in the midſt of Jerwſalem, which is here termed a Forcft, 
by reaſon of its barrenneſs and unfruitfulneſs, and the mul:i- 
tudesthat werein it ; and becauſe it was fit for nothing but 
the Ax and the fire. Atheiim is a fin that has brought the 
greateſt woes, miſeries , deſtrutions, and dcfolation: 
imaginable upon the mcſt Aouriſhing Kingdoms, and moſt 


to ſay, that he feared rather Atheiſm then Pgpery would be 
Englands ruine. O Sirs ! were there none within the Walls 
of London that (aid in their hearts with Dorids Athciſtical 
fool, There is no God ? Caligula the Emperor was iuch a 
one : and C/audixs thouzht himſelf a Gcd, till the loud 
Thunder affrighted him, and then he hid himſcIf,and crycd, 
Clandins nin elf Des, Claudius is not a God, Leo the X, 
Hilderbrand the Magician, and Alexander the vI. and 7u/1w 
the Il, were all moſt wretched Atheiſts, and thought i! a 


himſelf nor others underſtood ; for he talke of the South, | 


glorious Cities in the World, Holy Mr. Greenbam was wont | 


, what. 


| 
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whacever was ſaid of Chriſt, of Heaven, of Hell, of the day 
of Judgment, and of the immortality of the Soul, were but 
dreams, impoſtures, toys, and old wivcs fables. Pope Bawl 
the 111. at the time of his death, (aid, he ſhould now be re- 
folved of three Queſtions that he had doubted of all his life. 
1. Whether the >0u] was immortal or no 2 2, Whether there 
were a Hell orno? 3. Whether there were a God or no? 
And anuther grand Atheiſt iaid, I know what 1 have here, 
bat I know not what 1 ſhall have hereafter. Now were there 
no ſuch Atheiſts within the Walls of London before it was 
tarned in aſhes, The Athcift in Pſal, to. 11.fay, He will never 
ſee: and in Pſal. g4. 7. they riſc higher, they ſay, The Lord 
ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall the God. of Jacob regard u, They 
labour to lay a Law of reſtraint upon God, and to caſt a. milt 
before the Eye of his Providence : And in Ja. 29. 15. they 
ay, Who ſeeth w? who knoweth ur? And in Ezeh, 9. 9. 
they Gay, the Lord bath forſaken the carth, and the Lord 
feeth not. Theſe Atheiſts (bur up God in Heaven as a blind 
and ignorant God, not knowing, or not jregarding what i: 
done on the Earth, they imagine him to be a forgetfulGod, 
cr a God that ſceth not. P[#l. 73, 11, they. fay, How doth 
God know ? and is there knowledge in the moſt High ? Thus 
they deny Gods Omniſciency, and Gods Omnipreſency, 
_ todo, is to ungod the great God: as-much as in them 
"Now were there no ſuch Atheifts within the Walls of Loz- 
don before- it was deſtroyed by fire? O how did prafticai 
Atheiſm abound in London ! How many within thy Walls, 
O-Lmdonl. did profeſs they knew God, but in their works 
did deny him, being abominable and diſobedicnt, and unto | 
every good work reprobate ? O Sirs! ſome there are that | 
live looſely under the Goſpel, that run into a!l exc-(s of | 
riot, and that in the face of all promiſes and threatnings, 
mercies and Judgments, yea, in the very face of life and 
death, of Heaven and H:11: and others there-are that ſin | 
freely in ſecret, that can be drunk and. filthy in the. dark, | 
when the eye of man is not yo them. . Certainly thoſe | 
mens hearts are very Atheiſtical, that dare do that in. the | 
lzht of God, which they tremble to do before the eyes of | 


men. 
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London's Lamentations on 


Gen. 4 


x Sam. 18, 6. 


IO, 
Job 31. 24- 
Phil, 3. 19. 


Amos 6. 
Math, 23. 


| Atheiſts, that uſe no prayer, nor Bible, but make Lucian 


JcheDrunkards to their cups, or with the'Gameſters to their 


men, How many are there that put the evil day far from 
chem, that flarter themſelves in their fins, that with Apgage 
conclude, ſurely the bitterneſs of death is paſt, and that Hell 
and wrath is paſt, and that they are in a fair way for Heaven, 
when every ſtep they take, is towards the bottomleſs pic ? 
And divine vengeance hangs over. their heads, read _ 
moment to fall upon them, Are there not many that ſcl- 
dom pray, and when they do, howcold, how careleſs, how 
dull, how dead; how heartlefs, how irreverent are they in all 
their addreffcs to the great God ? Are there not many ſuch 


their Old Teſtament, and Machiavel their New? Are there 
not many that grant there is a God, but then *tis ſuch a God 
as is made up all of mercy, and thereupon they think, and 
ſpeak, and do as wickedly as they pleaſe ? And are there not 
ome that look upon God as a fin-revenging God, and there» 
= wiſh that there were no God, or elſe that they were 
above him, as Spira did ? And are there not others that 
have very odd and fooliſh conceptions of God, as if he were 
an old man, fitting in Heaven with royal Robes upon his 
back, a glorious Crown upon his head, and a Kingiy Scep- 
ter in his hand, and as if he had all the parts and proportion 
of a man, as the Papiſts are pleaſed to pifture him? Some 
chere are that are ſo Jrowned inſenſual pleaſures, that they 
ſcarce remember that they have a, God to honour, a Hell to 
eſcape, a Heaven to ſecure, Souls to fave, and an Account to 
give up. And others there are, who when they find conſci- 
ence begin to accuſeand terrific them, then with Cain, they 
go to their building*, or with Saw/ to their muſick, or with 


ſports, Some there are that make their gold their, God, as 
the Covetous ; others make their bellies gheir God, as the 
Drunkard and the Glutton. Some make Honours their 
God, as the Ambitious ; and others make pleaſures their 
God, asthe Voluptuous. Some make religious Dutiestheir 
30d, as the carnal Goſpcllers ; and others make their moral 


_ their God, as the civil honeſt man. Now what 
bundance of ſuch Atheiſts were ,there within and "_ 
the 


————____ 
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the Wallis of London betore the fiery Ju''gment paſt upon ir. | 
The Scripcure attributes the ruine of ihe old world to Gen. 6, 
atheiſm and Prophancne(s ; and why may not I attribute 
the ruine and deſolation of Loxdon to the ſame, Pradtical 
Acheiſts arc enough to overthrow the moſt flouriſhing Na» 
_ and the moſt flouriſhing Cities that are in all che 
World. | 
But to prevent all miſtakes in a buſineſs of fo great a con- 
cernment, give me leave to ſay, That if we ſpeak of Atheiſts L 
in a ſtrift and proper ſenſe, as meaning ſuch as have fimply 
and conſtantly denied all Deity, then | muſt ſay, that there 
was never any ſuch creature in the world as fimply and con» 
ſtantly to deny that there is a God, - It is an inviolable 
principle, and indelebly ftampe upon mans nature, that therc 
isa God. They that ſhall deny that there is a God, muſt 
extinguiſh the very Light of Nature, by which the very 
Heathen inall the Ages of the World, have acknowledged a 
ſupream divine Being, Bion of Boriſteneſs was a very great | Laert, 
Atheiſt all his life time, he denied the Gods, deſpiſed their 
Temples, and derided _their Worſhip z yet when death mo | 
came, he would rather have endured the greateſt torment, |.,., os 
then to have dyed, and that not ſo much for fear of a natural |cannor reſo. 
death, but for fear of what followed after, leſt God whom |Jurely and | 
he had denied, ſhould give himup into the hand of the De- hier antly be- 


vil whom he had ſerved; and therefore at the time of his mT ae | 


death he put forth his hand, crying, Salve, Plnte, ſalve, [yea 
Welcome, Devil, welcome, fooliſhly Thinking to pacific the — | 
Devil by this flattering ſalutation, And Twlly obſerves of |{ome to death 
Epicurias, that though nom:n ſeemed more to contemn both _ denied 
God and dcath ; yet no man feared more both the one and God. Re | 
the other. The Philoſophers did with one conſent affirm, | 
That there is a God,and they called him, Nomine Dexm, na- | 
turs Spiritum, ordine Motorem primum, but knew him not, 
He that ſhall deny there is a God, fins with a very bigh hand 
againſt the light -of Nature; for. everyCreature, yea, the 
leaſt GnatandFly, and the mcaneſt worm that crawls upon 
the ground, will confute and confound that man that diſputes || 
'whether there be a God or no, The Name of God is writ: | 
ten 
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James 2. 19, 


i 


ten in ſach full, fair, and ſhining CharaRers upon the whole 


| Creation, that all men may run and read, that there is a 


God. - The Notion of a Deity is fo ſtrongly and deeply im- 
reſt npon the tables of all mens hearts, that to deny a God, 
is to quench the very Principles of common Nature , yea, 


*tis formally Deicidizm, a killing of God as much as in the 


Creature lyes. There are none of theſe Athcifts in Hell ; for 
the Devils believe and tremble. The Greck word gelaruer, 
that is here uſed, fignifies properly the roaring of che Sca, it 
implics ſuch an extream fear, as cauſeth not only trembling, 
but alſo a roaring and ſcrecking out, Hark 6. 49. Ads 16, 
29. The Devils believe and acknowledge four Articles of 
our Faith, at. 8, 29. Firſt, they acknowledge God, 2, 
Chriſt. 3, The day of Judgment. 4. That they ſhall be 
cormented then ; Sothat he that doth not belicve that there 
is a God, is more vile then a Devilz to deny there is a 
God, is a ſort of Atheiſm that is not to be found in Hell, : 


On Earth are Atheifts many, 
In Hell there is not any. 


Auguſtine ſpeaking of Atheiſts, ſaith, That albeit there be 
ſome who think, or would perſwade themſelves that there is 
no God, yet the moſt vile and deſperate Wretch that cver 
lived would not ſay, there was no God, Senecs hath a re- 
markable ſpeech, Mentiuntar qui dicunt ſe non ſentire Deum 
eſſe : nam eifi tibi affirmant imterdi, nofiu tamen dubitan : 
They lye, faith he, who ſay they perceive not there is a God 
for although they affirm it to thee in the day-time, yet by 
night they doubt of it. Further (faith the ſame Author ) I 
have heard of ſome that have denied that there was a God 
yet never knew the man, but when he was fick he would ſeek 
unto God for help : therefore they do but ly= that ſay, there 
is no God ; they fin againſt the light of their own conſcicn- 
ces, they who moſt ftudioufly go about to deny God, yet 
cannot doit, but ſome check of conſcience will flye in their 
faces, Tx/ly would ſay, That there was never any Nation 
under Heaven ſo barbarous as to deny that there was a God, 


have ſcen a City without Walls, but never any City but 


acknow. 


| 
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acknowledged a God, ®nxicquid vides, & quicquid non vides, | 
Dew eff : Whatſoever thou ſeeſt, and whatſoever thou feſt 
not, is God; that is, all things vifable and invifible do ex- | 
preſs unto thee a Deity, and lead thee as by the hand tocon- 
cemplate heavenly, ſpiritual, and eternal things. God is . 
known by his cff=&s, though not by his Efſence. The Crea- | 
tion of the World is a glaſs wherein ( faith Paz!) we mayſ, 
behold his eternal Power and God-head, which that divineſ * 
Poet hath well obſerved, P Bart. 


The World's a School, where in a general ſtory 
God alway reads dumb Lefinres of bis glory. 


Auſtin having gone round all the Creatures, and (ceing in| $4litoguize. 
them the CharaRers of the God-head imprinted, and ſcrioul- 
ly inquiring of them for God, not one or two, but all made 
him this Anſwer with an audible voice, Now ſmns ego, ſed per 
ipſum ſum ego quem queris in me ;, Lam not he, but by him 1 
am whom thou ſcckeſt in me.l have heard(faith my Author?| Mr. Francis 
of ſome learned Atheiſts, met together to diſcourſe of the | Taylor on Pro, 
power of Nature, to prove there was no-God ; a poor ſhep-| +7: 
herd preſent, asked how the rain came then ? chey bid him 
look upon a i I, and he might know , that vapours were 
drawn up by the Sun, and let fall again,as moiſture in a till : 
he replied, I never yet could ſee aftill work, unleſs ſome 
man put fireto it, This ſo wrought on one in the company, 
that he gave glory to God, and forſook his Companions, | 
think Zeno hit the mark, when he ſaid, to hear and ſee an 
Atheiſt dye, will more demonſtrate that there is a God, then | 
all the Learned can do by all their Arguments. That Epi- | 
taph which was written upon Sernacheribs Tomb, may well | xrerodur, 
be written upon every Atheiſt ; He that looks mpon us, let bim 
believe there tz a God, and learn to fear him, In all the Ages 
of the World God has given a molt ſevere teſtimony againſt. 
Atheiſts. That Aſrian that bragged at a Feaſt, that he did 
never offer Sacrifice to a God, was caten up of Lice. . And 
Lucian a great Athcift, going to Supper abroad , lefc his | 
Hounds faſt when he went, and as he returned home, having 
railed againſt God and _—_— his dogs fell mad , 0 : 

| im, 


ew. » 
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"|form? Ar-laft -ir- iſſued thus z they remembred that they 


him, and tore him in pieces. I have read of ſome Heathene, 
who bring at Sca in a very dangerous ſtorm, where they 
were like to be caſt away, they began every one apart tO cx- 
amine themſclves, what ſhould be the reaſon of ſo dreadful 
a ſtorm ; and after that they bad allcaft up their acco. nts by 

uerying with themſelves, What have I done, ſaid one, and, 
What have I done, ſaid another, that has occaſioned this| . 


had Diagorss the Atheiſt on Board, and rather then they 
would all periſh for that Atheiſts ſake, they took him by the 
heels, and hurled him over-boarg, and then the ſtorm ceaſed, 
and the Sea was quicr, It will be hard to name an Atheift, 
cither in the holy Scripture, or in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories, or 
in Heathen Writings, which came not to ſome fearful end, 
and therefore no wonder, if Aſtin would not be an Atheift 
for half an hour for the gain of a million of worlds, becauſe 
he knew not but God might in that time make an end of 
him. I have been the Jonger upon this Head, becauſe Atheilt | 
and Achciſm did never fo abound in this Land as it hath | 
done theſe laſt years, And that you may the clearer ſce 
who they are that have brought that ſad Judgment of Fire 
upon that once glorious City of London; Ah Londou, Lon. 
don ! *(was the groſs Atheiſm and the praical Atheiſt that 
was within and without thy Walls, that has turned thee into | 
a ruinous heap. S | 
Mark, F readily grant, that there is the ſeeds, reliques, 
ſtirring, and moving of Atheiſm in the beſt and holicſt of the 
Sons of men ; but then, 1. They difallow of it, and dif- 
countenance it. 2. 'Tis lamented and bewailed by them, { 
3. They oppoſe it, and conflift with it, 4. They uſe all 
toly and conſcientious means and endeayours to be rid of it. 
EY degrees they get ground againſt it, and therefore 
never did, nor never will turn Cities or Kingdoms into 
flames, for thoſe ſeeds and remains of Atheiſm that are to 
be found in the beft of Saints: "ris that Atheiſm that is ram- 
pant, that raignsin the hearts and lives of fanners, as a Prince! 


raigns his Throne, that brinesdefolating and deftroy- 
bog ln , Je. 


gments upon the moſt. flouriſhing Kingdoms = 
| the 
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the moſt glorious Cities that are in the World, But, 

Secondly, Luxury and Intemperance bring deſolating and 
deſtroying Judgments upon Places and Perſons, Joel 1. 5, 
Awake, ye drunkards, and weep and howl all ye- drink2rs of 
wine, becanſe of the new wine, for it is cut off from your) 
month, Verſe 19. O Lord, to thee will I cry, for the fire hath 
devoured the paſtmres of the wildernefl, and the flames have 
burnt all the trees of the field, Verſe 20, The beafts of the 
field cry wnto thee , for the rivers of the water are dryed wp, and 
the fire bath devoured the _ of the wildernefl, Luxury is 
a fin that brings both famine and fire upon a people z ir 
brought the Chaldeans upon the Jews, who by fire and ſword 
laid all waſte. The Horſes of the Caldees deſtroyed their 
Paſtures, Vines, Fig-trees, Pomegranates, &c, which grew 
in many places of the Land, and their Souldiers fer their hou« 
ſes on fire, and ſo brought all to ruine, Amos 6, 1. Wo to 
them that are at eaſe in Zion. Verſe 3, That put far away the 
evil day. Verſe 4. That lye upon beds of ivory , and ſtretch 
themſelves upon their conches, and eat the lambs ont of the flock, 
and the calves out of the midſt sf the ſill, Verſe 5. That chant 
to the ſound of the vial, and invent to themſelves inſtruments of 
muſick like David, Verſe 6. That drink wine in bowls, and 


grieved for the affliction of Foſ-ph. Verſe 7. Therefore now 
ſhall they go captive with the firſt that go captive, and the banquet 
of them that ſtretched themſelves, ſhall be removed, Verſe 8, 
The Lord God bath ſworn by bimfelf, | ſaith the Lord God of 
Hoſts, 1 abhoy the excellency of Facob, and hate bis palaces, 
therefore will T deliver up the city with all that i therein 
Verſe 11. For, behold, the Lord commandeth, and he will 
ſwite the great houſe with breaches, and the little houſe with 
cleftr, Luxury is a fin that forfeits all a mans enjoyments, 
that turns him out of houſe and home, Samaria was a very 
glorious City, and a very ſtrong City, and a very rich City, 
and a very populous City, and a very ancient City, &c, and 
yet Luxury and Intemperance turned it into aſhes, it brought 


angint themſelves with the chief ozntments, but they are nat | 


defolating and deſtroying Judgments. upon it. The rich 
Citizens of Semaria were given up to mirth and muſick, to|: 


L 2 [Lyxariee, 


In Eccleſiaſti- | 
cal Hiſtory 
you may read 
of one Drunk- 
ard, who be- 
ing touche 
with his ſin, 
wepr himſelf 
blind ; bur 
the Drunkards 
of our days 
are more apr 
to drinkthem- 
ſelves blind, 
then ro weep 
themſelves 
blind, 
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Luxuries and exceſſes, to riotouſneſs and drunkennel*, to | 
feaſting and carouling, and by theſe vanities and debauche- 
ries, they provoked the Lord to command the Chaldeans to 
fall on, and toſpoil them of their riches, and to lay their 
glorious City in aſhes: So *twas Luxury and Intemperance 
| that provoked the Lord to rain Hell out of Heaven upon 

Gen. 1%: Sodom and Gomorrah, Luxury turncd thoſe rich and populous 
Cities into ruinous heaps. Ah, London! London ! the Lu. 
xuries and exceſſes, the riotouſnels and drunkennel*, the 
mad feaſting and caroufing that have been within and with- 
out thy Walls, that have been within thy great Halls, Ta- 
verns, and other great Houſes, hath turned thee into aſhes, 
| and laid thy glory in the duſt, O you burnt Citizens of 
Londen | what ſhameful ſpewing hath been in ſome of your 
Feafts,. as if Sardanapalas, Apicims, and Heliogabalus were 
Rillakve ! How often have many of you poured into your 
bodies ſuch intoxicating drinks, as hath many times laid you 
aſlcep, ſtripe you of your reaſon, took away your hearts, 
robbed you of your Glees, and laid a bcaſt in your room ? 
Drunkenne(s is fo baſe, fo vile a fin, that ir transforms che 
| Soul, deforms the body.. bereaves the brain , betrays the 
ſtrength , defiles the aftcQions , and metamorphoſeth the 
Xenophon, whole man ; yea, it unwans the man Cyriws the Perſian 
Monarch, being demanded of his Grandfather Aſtyages, why} 
he would drink no wine, anſwered, For fear Iclt they give 
me poyſon ; for ( faith he ) yeſterday when you celebrated 
your Nativity, I judged that ſome body bad poyſoncd all 
the wine they drunk, becauſe at the taking away of the 
Cloth, not one of all thoſe that were preſent at the Feaſt, 
l aroſe in his right mind, Hath i not becn thus with many of 
you Þ if it hath, Jay your hands upon your mouths , and 
(ay, the Lord is righteous, though he hath laid your houſe: 
inaſhes.. Amnacharſes uſed to ſay, that the firſt cup of wine 
was for thirſt, the ſecond for nourifkment, the third for 
mirth, and the fourth for madneſs ; but what would he have 
faid, had he lived within- or without the Walls of Londen 
Hab. 2. 19, [theſe lait fix years > Ah, London ! Londow | were there none 
within nor without thy Walls, that were ſtrong to drink, 

and 
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and that gave their neighbour drink, and that put the bottle 
to them to make them drunk, that they might look on their 
nakedneſs > Were there none within nor without thy Walls 
that with Marcus Antonins, Darias, Alexander the Great, 
&c. did boaſt, and glory, and pride themſelves in their 

great abilities, to drink down any that ſhould come into their 
Company ? Were there none within nor without thy Walls, 
O London ! that crycd out, if you take away our liquor, you 


Malle ſe vitam qn4n vinnm eripi z He had rather loſe his lite 
{then his wine. And Ambroſe ſpeaks of one Theotimus, who 
being told by his Phylicians, that much quaffing would make 
him blind, anſwered then , Vale /umen amicum, farewe| 
(weer light, farewel ſweet eyes.;. if ye will not bear wine, ye 
are nocyes for me. Were there none within nor without 


of God fo profuſcly, ſo prodiga'ly, ſo prodigiouſly, as if they 


abuſe themſelves, reproach their Maker, and deftroy thoſe 
choice bleſſings which God had given for more noble ends, 


drunken health (like the concluſion in a Syllogifm) muſt nor 
upon any terms be denied, eſpecially in the company of- ſuch 
Grandees, whoſe age, whoſe place, whoſe office ſhould have 
_ them better things ; yea, the caftom-.of high drink. 
ing hath been theſe laſt (3x years ſo great within and without 
thy Walls, O. London !. that *tis no wonder, if the Lord for 


fu ſpewing is upon all thy glory, confidering. what ſhame- 
ful ſpewing have been ia thy Sereets, Taverns, Ha'ls, Ale- 
houſes, and other great Men+ huuſes, where Temperance, 
Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, and Holineſs: ſhould have dwelt in 
glory.and triumph. Ah, London ! how many within and 
without thy Walls have been drinking wine in bowls, when 
they ſhould have been mourning over their fins, and gricving 
for the affli&tions of Foſeph, and fighing over thoſe 6iftrefſed 
Chriſtians, whoſe drink. was nothing but ſorrow, and blood, 
and tears ? Theſe arc the men that have kindled a burning 


take away ou lives ? Auſtin brings in the Drunkard, ſaying, | 


thy Walls, O. London ! thatdid abuſe the good Creatures | 
had been ſent into the world for no other end, but thus to] - 


then to be ſpewed againſt the walls for theſe laſt fix years : a | 


that alone has laid thy glory in the dult x yea,and that ſhame-- 


Hab. 2. 16, 


upenall thy glory, O Sirs! 


London's Lamentations on 


I Cor. 6, I 9, 


2. 


When Igna- 
tis heard a 
clock ſtrike, 
he would ſay, 
I have one 
hour more to 
anſwer for : (o 
precious a Je- 
wel was time 
in his eye. 


2 Cor. 6. 2, 
Ua. 49. 8. 


purchaſe. That Doom paſſed upon Adam, In the day thou 


O Sirs ! that you would for ever remember, that Intem. 
perance, Luxury is a fin, an cnemy that 
Firſt, Robs God of his glory, it denies him all ſervice and 
obedience, Intemperate perſons are neither fic for praying 
to God, nor praifing of God, nor receiving from God. In. 
temperance turns the Temple of the holy Ghoſt into a Sepul-+ 
chre, a'Kitchin, a Hog -ſtye ; and what glory then can God 
have from an intemperate perſon ? But, 


Secondly, It robs both God and man of much precious 
cime z- time is - mm ers more worth then all the 
world, One called his friends Thieves, becauſe they ftole 
time from him ; and certainly there are no worſe thieves 
then Interperance ; for that robs men of "their hearing-; 
times,” and their praying-times , and their reading-times. 
There is ſo much precious time ſpent in the Tavern and in 
the Tipling-houfe, that the intemperate perſon cannot be at 
leiſure to ſpend any time in his Family or in his Cloſer, &c 
to (ave his own or others Souls : but there will come a time, 
either in this or the other world, wherein all intemperate 
perſons will wiſh that they had ſpent that precious time in 
ſerving of God, and in Caving their own and others Souls, 
which they have ſpent in Luxury and exceſs, caroufing and 
drinking z but all too late, all roolate. Time is not only 
the fruit of Gods mdulgence, but alſo the fruit of Chriſts 


eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt dye the death (or dying, thou ſhalt dye ) 
had been put in” execution immediately, had not Chriſt in- 
terpoled immediately between mans fin and Gods wrath. 
What canthere be of more weight and moment then Eter- 
nity ? It is-the Heaven of Heaven, and the very Hell of Hell, 
without which neither would Heaven be fo defirable, nor 
Hell fo formidable. Now this depends upon time. Time 
is the Prologue to Eternity , the great weight of Eternity 
hangs upon the ſmall wire of time : our time, whether it be 
longer or ſhorter, is given us by God to provide for our 


everlaſting condition : we have Souls to ſave, a Hell to 
eſcape, 
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eſcape, a Heaven to make ſure, our pardon to ſue out, our 
intereſt in Chriſt tomake good ; and all this muſt be quick- 
ly done,” or we undone, and that for ever. Mans eternal 
weal or wo depends upon his well or ill improvement of that 
inch of time that is allotted to him. Now what a dreadful 
account will ſuch give up at laſt, who have waſted away their 
precious time in Luxury and Exceſs, Bur, 


Thirdly, Luxury, Intemperance , it robs men of their 
names. Bonoſws, a beaſtly drunken Emperor, was called a 
Tankard, and 7 iberizs was firnamed Biberins for his tipling, 
and Eraſmes called Eccins Feccins for the ſame cauſe, and 
Diotimus of Athens was called a Tun-diſh, and young Cicers 
a Hogs-head, - But, > etch, 
| Fourthly, Luxury, Intemperance;, it robs men of their 
health z for how many are there, that by drinking other 
mens hcalths, have deſtroyed their own ? Many more periſh. 

Intemperance then by violence. Intemperance is the 
ource and nurſe of all diſcaſes ; more periſh by ſurfeiting 


then by ſuffering : every intemperate perſon digs his own | 


grave with his own mouth and teeth, and is certainly a (elf 
tormenter, a ſclf-deſtroycr, a ſelf-murtherer, I have-read 
fa Monk at Prague, who having hcard at (lirife the Con- 
ſeſſions of many Drunkards, wondred at it, and for an cxpe- 
riment he would nceds try his brain with this fin, fo accord» 
ingly he ſtole bimſelf drunk, Now after: the vexation of 
three days fickneſs, to all that confeſſed that fin, he enjoyned 
no other penance but this, Go and be drunk again g intima- 
ting thereby, that there-was no puniſhment, no torment that 
could be inflifted upon a Drunkard, ſo great: as that, Go 
and bedrunk again. Befides all other plagues that attend 
this fin, drunkenneſs is a wo to it ſelf. Temperance is the 
belt and nobleſt Phylick, and they that uſe it, commonly are 
moſt. long-liv'd. Bur, 
Fifthly, Intemperance robs mien of their Eftates, it robs 
the Wile many times of her Dowry, and the Children of 
their Portion, and the Husband of his Inheritance, his Trade, 


Radulph, 
Fornerims, 


ſele#, lib. Z* 


his all. The very word aowrie Luxury, properly fignifies | 


the!” 
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| che not-preventing or kceping of the good which at t he pre- 
ſent we enjoy. Solomon hit the mark, when he ſaid, The 
drunkard and the glntton ſhall come to poverty, The full cup 
makes an empty purſe, and a fatdiſh makes a lean bag ; he 
that draws thee wine out of the Pipe, puts thy money into his 
own pocket ; and this Diogenes the Philoſopher well under- 
ſtood, when he askt of the frugal Citizen but a penny, but 
| begged of the Prodigal a Talent; and being askt the reaſon 

of his raRice, he anſwered, Becauſe of the one he thought 
he mipht beg often, but of the other who ſpent ſo faſt, he was 
like to receive but once. Mr. Livins, when he had ſpent a 
great Eftate inJuxurious living, jcſting at-his ownfolly, he] 
faid, that he had left nothing for his Hcir more then air and 
mirc, uy King of Macedon making War upon the Perſians, 
underſtood that they were a luxurious people, he preſent. 
ly withdrew his Army, ſaying, it was needleſs tomake War 
upon them, who by their Luxury would ſhortly overthrow 
themſelves. Bute, - - 

6. {1 Sixthly, Intemperance robs men of everlaſting happineſs 
| and bleflcdneſs ; it ſhurs them out from all the glory of that 
Gal. 5.19,20,[upper world, and tumbles them down to the loweſt Hell, as 
Loke you may fee in that great inſtance of luxurious Dives, The 

16.19. |: . 
lo the 26. intemperate mans table proves a ſnare to his Soul , fulneſs 
breeds forgetfulneſs, wantonneſs blockiſhneſs and ſtupidity ;' 
and therefore no wonder, if God ſhuts the gates of glory 


Prov. 23. 21. 


'Numb. 5. againſt intemperate perſons. Look as no Leper might be in 
Judg. 12. the Camp of /ſrael, and as no Gi/eadite might pals over For. 
Cup 7 dan, and as no fearful man might enter into the wars of Ai- 

a dian, and as no baftard might enter into the Sanftuary : So 


[no luxurious perſon ſhall enter into Heaven, - Of all forts of 
ſinners, the luxurious finner is moſt rarcly reformed ; the 
Adulterer may become chaſt, the Thief may become an ho. 
neſt man, the Swearer may obtain a anRificd tongue : But 
howrare's it to ſee a luxurious perſon repent, break off his 
Math. 21, 31, | fins, cloſe with Chiriſt, and walk to Heaven ? Luxurious per. 
32, ſons cat and:drink away their Chriſt ; yeazthey cat-and drink 

© 23: 43* [away their Souls, nay, they eat and drink away their own 
Rom. 16. 10. | Salvation. They that ſerve their own bellies, ſerve — | 

ts or 


4 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore they ſhall never raign with| 

him in the other world. Certainly that man that makes, Phil. 3, rg, 
his belly his God, ſhall be for ever ſeparated from God. 

1 All Belly-gods ſhall at laſt be found inthe belly of Hell : the 
intemperate perſon hath his Heaven here, his Hell is to come. 

Now he has his ſweet cups, bis merry cups, his pleaſant cups : 

O, but there is a cup of ſhame and ſorrow, and this ſhall be Plan 

their portion for ever and ever ! The intemperate perſon | *'*'* 1146 
hath been a gulf to devour many mercics, and therefore he 
ſhall ac laſt be caſt into a gulf of endleſs miſcries. In a word, 
intemperance is another fin, a breeding fin, *tis a fin that is| 

an inlet to all other fins ; we may well call ic Gad,. for be-|,** 32+ 17. 
hold, a Troop cometh, .O the pride, the oppreſſion, the|jer,,., g . 
crudley, the ſecurity, the uncleanneſs, the filthinefs, the pro. 7 * 
phanenefs that comes trooping after Intemperance ! And p 
therefore Ariſtotle concludes, that double punifhments are 
due to Drunkards ; firſt for their tad and then for 
other fins committed in and by their drunkenneſs. Now 
ſeeing that Intemperance and Lexury is ſo great. a fin, is it 
any wonder to ſee divine Juſtice turn the m« {| glorious Ci. 
tics in the world into a ruinous heap, when this fin of Intem. 
perance is rampant in the midſt of them ? Ah, London! Lon- 
don | the Intemperance and Luxury that has been within and 
without thy Walls, has brought the defolating Judgment of 
Fire upon thee, that has laid all thy glory in aſhes and Rub. 
biſh. How many great houſes where there once within and 
[without thy Walls, that ſhould have been publick Schools of |. 

Piety and Vertue, but were turned into meer Nurſerics of | * l. 6,7. 
Luxury and Debauchery > How have thevles of the Perſian 
Civility been forgotten in the midſt of thee > How many 
within and without thy Walls did make their belly their 
God, their Kitchin their Religion, their Drefler their Altar, 
and their Cook their Miniſter, whoſe whole felicity did lye 
in eating and drinking, whoſe bodics were as ſponges, and 
whoſe throats were as open ſepulchres to rake in all precious 
Liquors, and whoſe bellies were as graves to bury a!l Gods 

Creatures in ? And how have many men been forced: to un- ; 
man themſelves, either to pleaſe ſome, or to avoid the anger | | 
a M 
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or wrath of others, or clſc to gain the honourable CharaQer 
of being a high Boy, or of one that was ſtrong to drink 
among 0: hers, or to drink down others ? O the drunken 
Matches that have becn wichin and wichout thy Walls, O 
London ! the Lord has ſecn them, and been provoked by 
them to kindle a fire in the midſt of chee.Luxary is a fin that 
never goes alone, it hath mary other great fins aitcnding and 
waiting on it ; it is as the Nave In the whee!, wiiich turn- 
ing about, all the Spokes turn with it, Idlencſs, fighting, 
quarrelling, jewling, whoring, cheating, ſtealing, robbing, | 
are the hand- maids that wait on Luxury z and theretore no 
wonder, if God has appeared in flames of fi-e again(t it. I 
have been the longer upon this Head, becauſe Luxury, In. 
eemperance is one of the great Darling-fins of our Age and 
day, *tis grown to Epidemica], not only in the City, but in 
che Countries allo, and *cis a very God-diſhonouring, and a 
God-provoking, and a Soul-damning, and a Land-deſtroy- 
ing fin : and, O that what I have wric, might be fo bleſt, as 
to put ſome effcAtual ſtop to thoſe notorious publick Exceſles | 
and Luxuries that hayc been, and ſtill are rampant in moſt 
Parts of the Land, 


But now, Beloved, this fin of I. uxury and Intemperance 
[ cannot charge with clear and fall evidence upon the people 
of the Lord, that did truly fear him, and fincerely ſerve him, | 
whoſe habitations were once within'or wichout the Walls of 
London ; nay,this I know,that for this very finamong others, 
their Souls did ofren mourn before the Lord in ſecret. And 
truly of ſuch Chriſhjans that live and wallow in Luxury and 
Intemperance,if we compare their lives and Chriſts Laws to- 
gether, I think we may confidently;conclude, Aut bac non eft 
Lex Chrifti, aut nos non ſummws Cbriftiani , Either this js not 
Chriſtianity, or we are not Chriſtians, And thus Tirtallian, 
Cyprian, Fuſtin Martyr, and others concluded againſt the lu- 
xurious and intemperate Chriſtians of their times. Salrian re- 
lates how the Heathen did reproach fuch luxurious Chrifſti- 
ane, who' by their lewd-lives made the Goſpel of Chriſt to 
bea reproach: Where ({aid the Heathen ) is that good Low | 

whic 
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which they do believe ? where are thoſe Rules of Godlineſ* 
which they do learn? They read the holy Goſpel, and yet 
arc unclean : they hear the Apoſtles Writings, and yet are 
drunk : they follow Chriſt, and yet diſobey Chriſt : they 
profeſs a holy Law, and yet do lead impure lives. And Pe. 
normitax having read the 5, 6, and - Chapters of Mathew, 
and comparing, the looſe and luxurious liveSof Chriſtians 
with thoſe Rules of Chriſt, concluded, that either that was 
no Goſpel, or the people no Chriſtians. The looſe and lu- 
xurious lives of many Chriſtians, was ( as Latiantine de- 
clares) made by the Heathen, the reproach of Chriſt himſelt 
(Quomodo bonus magiſter. cujus tam pravos videmus diſeipmlos ? 
How can we think the Maſter to be good, whoſe Diſci; les we 
ſee to be ſo bad ? Epiphanizs (aich, that inhis days many 
ſhin? the ſociety of the Chriſtians, becauſe of the looſneſs 
and luxuriouſneſs of their lives, And Auzzitin confefferh, that 
in his time the looſe and luxurious lives of many who profeſt 


chees to reproach the whole Church of God, and the ways of 
God. The Manichees were a ſort of people who affirmed, 
that there were two principles or beginnings of things,viz. a 
ſummum bonum, and a ſummum malum, A ſummum bounm, 
from whence ſprang all good ; and a ſnmmanm malum, from 
whence ifſued forth all evil, Now the looſe and luxarious 
lives of ſuch as had a profeſſion upon them, hardned theſe in 
their errours, and cauſed them with open mouth greatly to 
reprozch and deeply to cenſure the ſincereſt Saints. * And 
Chryſoftom preferred brute beaſts before luxurious perſons ; 
for they go from belly to labour, when the luxurious perſon 
goes from belly to bed, or from belly to Cards or Dice ; if 
not, to ſomething that is worſe. And Arguſtine well ob: 


rent and tear in pieces, as to Bears and Leopards ; nor horns 
to puſh, as to Bulls and Unicorns ; nora ſting toprick, as to 
Waſps, and Bees, and Serpents ; nor a bill to ſtrike, as to 
Eagles and Oſtriches z nora wide mouth to devour, as to 


the Chriſtian Religion, gave a great advantage tothe Mani. [© 34- 


ſerves, that God hath not given to man talons and claws to|, 


Auguft. de ma- 
ribus Eccleſee, 


Dogs and Lyons, but a little mouth; toſhew that man ſhou'd 
yery temperate, both in his cating and drinking. How 
br M 2 applica- 


_ 
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Prov, 28. 20. 


22, 
Sce Joſh. 7. 
IS. 21, 24425. 


þ 


He(ſaith Chry- 
foftom ) that 
locks up ill» 
-gorten riches 
-m his count- 
ing-houſe, 
locks up a 
Thief in his 
countenance, 
which will 
carryall away, 
and if he look 
= the berre 
ro it, his pre- 
cious Soul al- 
ſo, 


applicable theſe things are to the luxurious perſons that li- 


'ved within and without the Walls of London before it was 


crurnced irito aſhes, I ſhall leave the wiſe in heart co judge. 
Bur, * . 


found in mafty mens Callings, viz, exceſſive worldlineſs, 
extorrion, deceir, bribery, &c, theſe brought the ſore Judg- 
ment of Fire upon us, When men are ſo greedy and. mad 


devices and curicd praftices, no wonder if Cod burns up 


home. 
fice, and carried it to her neſt, ſet all on fire 2. So that Eltate 
chat men get by ſinful ways and unwarrantablc courſes, firſt 
or laſt will ſet all they have on fire. He that reſolves to: be 
cvil, may ſoon be rich, when the ſpring of conſcience is ſcrew. 
£d up to the higheſt pin, that it is ready tocrack, when Re- 
ligion is lock'd up in an out-room, and forbidden upon pain 


och men thrive and grow great in the world ; but all the 
riches ſuch men ſtore up, is but fuel for the fire, Hab.2 9g. 
Wo to bim that coveteth an evil covetouſnſi to bis houſe, that be 


of evil, Verſe 1. For the ſtone fhall cry out of the wall, the 
beam ont of the timber ſhall anſwer it, Verſe 13. Behold, @ it 
not of the Lord of Hiſts that 1be people ſhall laboxr in the very 


had got great Eftates by an evil cuvetouſneſs, and God was 
goods z -and though. they ſhould venture their lives to- ſave 
heir goods, and quench the flames ; yee all ſhould be but 


labour in vain, according to that word, Fer, 


terly broken, and ber high gates ſhall be burnt with fire, and the 
peeple ſhall labonr in.ugin, and the folk in the fire, and they ſhall 


h weary, Though Babylon:was a City of great. fame, and 


of the 


ate, and riches, and deſcrvedly accounted. one 
| worlds 


Thirdly, Thoſe great and horrid fins that were to be 


upon the world, that they make haſte to be rich-by all ſinful | 


their ſubſtance, and turns their perſons out of houſe and/| 
The coal-the Eagle got trom the Altar, the Sacri- | 


of death to look into the Shop or Ware-houſe ; no wonder | 


may. ſet bis neſt on higb, that bs may be delivered from the poxer || 


fire, and the people ſhall weary themſelves for very vanity. They | 


reſolved that he would make a bon- fire of all their ill gotten |. 


20 58. Thu , 
ſaith the Lord of Heſts, the broad walls of Babylon ſhall be ut. |. 
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worlds nine wonders ; though the compaſs of the Walls was 


6s furlongs (or 46 miles ) according to the number of the 
; A in che year, and the heighth 50 cubits, and of lo great 
a bredth, rhat Carts and Carriages might meet on the top of 


Ariſtotle faith, that it ought rather to be called a Country 
then a City, adding withal, that when the City was taken, 
it was three days before the furtheſt part of the City could 
take notice of it. Yet at laſt (according to the Word of the 


weary and tire out tifemſelves to quench the flames, and to 
fave their ſtately houſes and iIl-gotten riches z yet all was 
labour in vain, and to no purpoſe. In the days of Pliny it 
was an utter deſolatiun, and in the time of Hierom it was 
turned into a Park, in which the King of Perſia did uſe to 
hunt, So Ezek, 28. 18. Thou baſt defiled thy Sandluaries by 
the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; 
therefore will T bring forth a fire from. 1he midjt of thee, it ſhall 


fight of all them that behold thee. Verſe 19, All they that 
know thee among the people ſhall be aſtoniſhed at thee, thow ſhalt 
be a terrour, and never ſhalt thou be any more, Tyrw among 
the Sea-bordering Cities, was moſt famousand renowned for 
Merchandiſe and Trade ;. for thither reſorted the Merchants 
of all Countrics for Traffick of Paleſtina, Syria, Egypt, Perſia, 
and, Aſhris, - They of Tarſpis brought thither Iron, Lead, 
Braſs, and Silver. The Syrians brought. thither Carbun- 
cles, Purple, broidered Work, fine Linnen, Coral, and Pearl. 
The Jews brought thither their Honey, Oyl, Treacle, Caflia, 
| and Calamu*, The Arabian: brought thither Lambs, Mut- 

tons, and Goats, The Sabeans brought thither their cxqui- 


Stones. Now by fraud and deceit they grew exceeding rich 
and wealthy, which in the cloſe iſfucd in ahcir toral ruine, 
according to that of the Prophet, Zacha. g. 3, 4, And Tyrus 
did build ber ſelf a firong hold, and beaped up ſilver as the duſt, 
and fine gold as the mire of 1he- ſtreets, Behold, the Lord will 


them ; yea, though it was ſo great and vaſt a City, that | 


Lord) it was fet on fire : and though the Inhabitants did | 


devour thee, and I will bring thee to aſhes wpon the. earth in the | 


fire Spices and Apothecary-ſtuff, with. Gold and precious | 


caſt ber out, and be will ſmite ber power in the ſea, and ſhe | 


ſhall 


_ 
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Curtius, bib. 4, 
<& Diod. Sicu- 
lus, lib. 17. 


Ezck. 27. 
Iſa. 23+ 5, 6, 


1»$, 9. 


{Jonah 3. 


- # 
by —— 


| 


{ 


ſhall be devonred with fire, The 7 yri-ns did hold themſclves 
invincible, 'becauſe of their ſirvaticr, bring reund about en» 
vifoned by: the Seca z but yet the Prophet tells them, that 
though they were compaſſcd abunt with deep waters, yet. 
they ſhould be deſtroyed by firs, which was executed by, 
Alexander the Great, as Hiſtorians tcſtifie, *Tis not the 
ftrength, nor riches, nor ſituation, nor trade, nor honour, 
nor fame, nor antiquity of a City that can preſerve it, when 
God before-hand has by fire determined the deſtruQion of 
its Tyrus was a City of the greateſt Merchanditing, 'twas a 
City of mighty Trade, they were ſet upon heaping up of 
riches by hook or by crook : So riches came in, thouph it 
xere at the door of oppreſſion, violence, or injuſtice, all was 
well, The Traffick of Tyrxs was great, and the fins that at- 
rended that Traffick were very great, and for theſe God ſent} 
a devo.:ring fire amongſt them, which deſtroyed their Palaces 
and Treaſuries, and reduced their glorious City to aſhes, By 
the iniquity of their Traffick they had built Palaces and ſtate. 
ly Houſes, and filled their Shops, and Ware-houſes, and Cele| 
lars with rich and. choice Commodities ; but when God 
brought Nebxachadnezzar upon them, what the Chaldeans 
could not deſtroy by the Sword, they conſumed by fire, 
curning all their gloriousPalaces, and ſtately Buildings, and 
coſtly Shops and Ware-houſes into aſhes, as Hiſtorians teſti» 
fie : So Ninive for greatneſs, riches, and antiquity, was one 
of the'nobleſt Cities in'the world, *twas the Capital and chicf 
City of the AſſrianEmpire:and thoughGod upon their repen- 
tance & humiliation did ſpare them for a time;yet afterwards 
ſhe returning to her old trade of robberics, covetouſneſs, ex- 
cortions, fraud, deceitful dealings, &c, God delivered her 
up as a prey into the hands of many of her encmics, who 
wonderfully ſpoiled and pillaged her ; and at Iaſt God gave 
her into the hands of the JZeder, who brought her to a final 
and irrecoverable deſolation, according to the Propheſic of 
the Prophet Nahum, Nubum 2. 10, She is empty, and void, |, 
ind waſte, and the beart melteth, and the knees [mite together, 


md much painis in all loyns, and the faces of them all gather 
lacknſi ( that is, ſuch blackneſs as is on the fides of a por. ): 
Verſe 


the late frery Diſpenſation. 
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( 


Verſe 13 Bebold, I am againjt thee, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
and | will burn ber chariots in the ſmsak, The like Judgment 
fell pon Sidon, and upon that rich- and renowned City of 
Corinth, which through the commodiouſneſs of the Haven, 
was the moſt frequented place in the world for the Enter- 
courſe of Merchants out of 4fiz and Exrope, and great and 
many.were their fins about their Trade and Traffick ; and 
for theſe ſhe was finally deſtroyed, and turned into cinders 
and aſbes by ihe Romans. 


So Bribery is a fin that brings deſolating and deſtroying 
Judgments both upon Perſons and Places, Amor 5. 10, 11, 
For 4s much therefore as your treading #4 upon the poor, and ye 
take from him burdens of wheat ; ye have built bouſes of hewen 


vineyards, but ye ſhall not drink, wine of them , for I know your 
manifold tranſgreſſions and your mighty ſins : they afflift the juſt, 
they take « bribe, and they = the poor in the gate from 


their right. Bribery is one of thoſe mighty ſins, or one of | 


thoſe bony or big-boned fins, as the Hebrew hath it ,, for 
which God threatens to turn them out of houſe and home. 
pridery isa bony lin, a huge fn, a hainors fin, a monſtrous 
lin, a 


their Tabernacles by pilling and polling, by bribery, cheat- 
ine, defrauding, or over-reaching others, 'tis a righteous 
thing withGod toſer their houſes on fire about their cars. Thus 


anes, but je ſhall not dwell in them , ye bave planted pleaſant | 


n that is capable of all manner of aggravations ; and | 
therefore the Lord puniſheth ir with deſolating Judgments, | 

ob 15. 34, And fire ſhall conſume the tabernacles of bribery | 
"> the reccivers of gifts, as both the Hebrew and the Septuas | 
gint may be read.) When wicked men build their heuſes, | 


Sabel, 
Thucyd, 


Diocleſian had his houſe wholly conſumed by Lightning and 
a flam: of fire that fell from Heaven upon it, as Exſebiue tells. 
us, Upon ſuch a generation. of mcn as bnild their houſes by 
bribery, or oppreſſion, or deceit, 8c. God many times makes 
good that word, Job 18. 15, Brimiſtone ſhall be ſcattered wp. 
(8 bis habitation, and that word, Micha. 3,11, 12. The 
Heads thereof judge for reward, and the Priifts thereof teach} 
for bire, aud the. Prophets thereof divine for money, Therefore 


— PE 


ſhall! 


Ds vita Con- 


ſtan, lid, S, 


See allo Chap. 


. 
4 


3+ 12, 13--15.| 
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PR — 


Jer. 7. 4, 5. 


Luke 19. 43, 
44» 


a Sam, 8. z, 


Hoſ, 4.18, 
Micha, 7. 3. 


Prov. 19, 23. ; 
Pal, 26. 10. 


Prov. 28. 21. 


—_ 30.15. 


| throw? it. | 


FS. 


* [ers nor others within nor without thy Walls, that did love 


| out thy Walls, that did take a gift out of the boſom, to' per. 


| children, and all his poſterity after him, becauſe be brought 


| London, that received bribes, and run after rewards, had a 


hall Zion for your ſakg be plowed as a field, and Jernſalem 
hall become heaps, and the mountain of the bouſe as the bigh 
places of the foreft, Bribery and Covetouſneſs had over-ru 

all forts of ſuch as were in Power and Authoricy, whether! 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, and for this Ziom muſt be plowed as a 
ficld, and Ferw/a/em become heaps, and the Mountain of the 
Houſe as the high places of the Foreſt. By theſe exquikte| 
cerms the total and* diſmal deſolation and deſtruction of 
Zion, Feruſalem, and the Temple, that famous Houſe that 
was once worthily reckoned one of the ſeven Wonders of the 
World, is ſet forth unto_ us. That Ferzſalem, y_ Gods 
Houſe, and Temple wherein they fo much truſted and glo- 
ried, ſhould become as a mountainous Foreſt and Wilderneſs, 
was incredible to them ; as the jumbling of Heaven and 
Earth together z or the dethroning of God, by taking the 
Crown from his Head, and thruſting of him from his Chair 
of State ; and yet allthis was made good according to that 
dreadful Prophefie of Chriſt :,T here ſhall net be left one ſtone 
upon another, Thele are the ſad effc&s of Bribery, Cove- 
touſneſs, &c, So Prov. 29. 4. The King by judgment eſta. 
bliſheth the Land 3 bnt he 1hat feceiverb gifts (or bribes) over. 


Ah, London! London) were there none within nor with- 


vert the ways of Judgment ? were there none whole right 
hands were full of bribes ? were there none like Samuels 
Sons, who turned afide after lucre, and rook bribes, and per- 
verted Judgment in the midſt of thee? were here no Ru. 


to ſay with ſhame, Give ye ? or that asked for a reward ? or 
that with Gebazi, run after rewards ? or that were not ready 
to tranſgreſs for a picce of bread ? or that were not like the 
Horſlecches daughter, ſtill crying out, give, give ? Themiſto. 
eles cauſed a brand of infamy to be ſet upon Athmiw his 


gold from the King of Perſia to corrupt, bribe, and win the 
Grecians, If all that were within and without the Walls of 


brand 


_ 


——_ 
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So [| 


brand of infarny ſet upon them, I am apt to think many of} 
them would be aſhamed to walk the ftreets, who have once 
carried it with a very high hand. 

Ah, London! London ! were there none within nor with- 
out thy Walls, that had the ballance of deceic in their hands, 
and that loved to oppreſs ; fallifying the ballances by deccir, 
and that had intheir bags divers weights, that did ell by 
one meaſure, and-buy by another, that had wicked ballances, 
-|and the bag of deceitful weights in their hands, their Houſes, 
their Shops, their Ware-houſes > Well, ſuppoſe there were 
many ſuch within and without the Walls of London, what of 


chat? why, then I would ay, 


Firſt, Such run counter-croſs to divine Commands, Levie. 
19. 35, 36. Te ſhall do no unrighteouſneſi in judgment, in mete- 
yard, in weight, or in meaſure, Juſt ballances, juſt weights, a 
juft Ephab, and a juſt bin ſhall ye bave, Ezck. 45. 10. Te 
ſhall bave juſt ballances, and a juſt Ephab, anda juſt bath, 
Deut, 25.13, 14, 15. Thow ſhalt not bave in thy bag divers 
weights, a great and a ſmall, But thou ſhalt bave a perfef 

juft weight, a perfe@ and juſt meaſure ſhalt 1bou bave, that 
thy days may be lengthned in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, We havea common Saying, Weight and mea- 
ſureis Heavens treaſure, But, 

Secondly, Such perſons and ſuch praftices are an abomi. 
nation to the Lord, Demt. 25, 16. For all that do ſuch things, 
and all that do unrighteonſnef, are an abomination unto the Lord 
thy God, Prov, 11. x. A falſe ballance is abomination to the 
Lord, Prov. 20. 10. Divers weights and divers meaſures, 
both of them are alike abomination to the Lord, and a falſe bal. 
lance is not good, Now mark, the very weights and meaſures 
arean abomination to the Lord, how much more the men 
that make uſe of them ? Bur, 

Thirdly, Such a& counter-croſs to Gods delight , Prov, 
I.1.'4 juſt weight is bir delizht, Prov. 16. 11, A juſt 
weight and ballence are the Lords, Thtey are made 
the Lord, and commended by the Lord, and they are the de- 


light of the Lord, Burt, 7 
Fourthly, 


Hol. 12. 9. 
Amos8. g. 
Deut, 25, 13. 


Micha. 6. 11. 


Levit. 19. 13+ 
Mark 10. 19, 
1 Cor. 9. $- 
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4- 
Ezck, 18, and 
Chap. 23. 17. 
20. 29+, 


JL 
Math. 7. 12. 


Te 


[his hands.at their diſhoneſt gain, to note the greatneſs of his |. 


Fourthly, Such a counter-croſs to his Nature , which 
is holy, juſt, and righteous, and co all his adminiftratiuns, 
which are full of rightcouſneſs, juſtice, and cquity, But, 


Fifthly , Such-a& counter-crofs to the very Light and 
Law of Nature, by not dealing by others, as they wou.d have 
others deal by them. They are the very butchcs of the 
Land, and enemics to all Civil Society, But, 


Sixthly, Such tir up the anger and indignation of God 
againft themſelves, Ezek. 22. 13- Bebold, therefore I bave|+ 
ſmitten mine hand at tby diſhoneſt gain which thou baſt made, or 
at thy covetouſmfi (as ſome render the Hebrew word) or at thy 
money gotten by fraud and force, and ovet-reaching and cbeat. 
ing of others (as others render it. ) God is here aid to [mite 


anger, wrath, and indignation againſt them; and his rcadi- 
neſs and reſulvedneſs to take vengeance on them, by anima., 
ting, i: Rigating, encouraging, and (ſtirring up the Chaldeani | 
to deſtroy their perſons by the Sword, and to conſume their 
riches,and houſes by fire, Gy 21.17. God'has no hand 
to ſmite z but this is ſpoken' after the manner of men, who 
oftentimes expreſs the greatnes of their wrath and rage by 
ſmiting their hands one againſt anorher, God to ſhew the 
greatneſs of his ſpleen and rage gn a holy ſcnſc) againit them 
for their diſhoneſt gain, exprefices ir by the ſmiting of his 
hands. 't Theſ; 4. 6. That no man go beyond or difrand bu 
brother in any matter, becauſe tht the Lord is the avenger of al 
fucb , firſt or laſt vengeance will reach them, who make it their 
buſineſs, their trade to ov.r-reach thers, , But, 


Seventhly , Such a& counter<croſs. to. the Examples of 
the moſt eminent Saint', To che Example of Moſes, Numb, 
16. 15. 1 have nt takn an aff from them, neither have 1 bart 
one of th-m, Of Sammel, 1 Sam. 12, 3, 4,5. Of Zacharias 
and Elizaberb, Luke 15, 6. Ot Pani, As 24. 16, yea, 
to the Examples of all the Apoſtles ( Fardas excepted) 2 Cor.| 


I. £2. Chop, 7. 2, Receive w, we have mronged no man, 'we' 
| bave 
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bave corrupted ns man, we have defrauded no man. But, 

Eighchly and laſtly, Such a counter=croſs ro their own 
everlaſting happincſs and ble{I:dnefs, a Cor. 6.8, 9, Nay, 
you do wrong and defraud, and that your brethren : Knon 
ye not, that the unrigbteow ſhall nat inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven? Unrighteous perſons may hear much of Heaven. 
and talk much of Heaven, and ſet their faces towards Heaven . 
but they ſha]l never inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, Cod 
himſelf has Iockt faſt the gate of blefſednefs again the un 
righteous z and therefore all the world ſhall never be able to 
open it. Heaven would be no Heaven, but a Hell, if the un- 
righteous ſhould inhabit there. To ſum up all; If ſuch 
perſons run counter-crols to Gods commands, if their perſons 
and prattices are an abomination to the Lord, if they a& 
counter-croſs ro Go1s delight and to his Nature ; yea, to the 
very Light and Law of Nature, to the beſt Examples, and to 
[their own happineſs and blcflednefs, is it any wonder then to 
ſeedivine Juftice ſet ſuch mens houſes on fire about their cars, 
and to fee the flames conſume ſuch Eftages as were got cither 
by fraud or force, by craft or crhelty, &c, 


Now the gaining of the things of this world by hook or 
by crook, or by ſuch wicked courſes and curſed pratices that 
we have been diſcourfing on, I cannot charge upon the peopl: 


pratices would neirher ſtand with Grace, nor with the Ho- 
nour of God, nor with the Credit of Religion, nor wich the 
Law of God, nor with the Law of Nature, nor with thc 
Peace of a Saints Soul. Beſides, *cis very obſervable to me, 
that thoſe thar have the ballance* of deceit in their hand, arc 
called Caananites in that 12. of Hoſ, 7, He is a merchant, th 

ballancer of deceit are in his hand, be loveth to oppreſs, Heb 
He i« Canaan, that is, a meer natural man, that hath nocom 

mon honeſty in him, a money-merchant, one that cares no! 


200d fiſh that com*s to hi* ner, though it be through cunniny 


contrivances or violent praftices. Bur, 
N 2 Fourthly, 


of God, that did truly fear him, whoſe habications were{/ 
o"ce within or without the Walls of London, becauſe ſuch{' 


how he comes by ir, ſo he may have it z one that counts all 


_ - _ 
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Deut: 29; 
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Jer, 30, 23, 
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' Fourthly, Deſperate incorrigibleneſs and unreformedneſs 
under waſting and deſtroying Judgments, brings the deſola. 
ting Judgment of Fire upon a people, 1ſs. 42+ 24, 25» Who 
gave Facob for a fpoil, and Iſrael 10 the robbers # did not the 
Lord,be egainft whom we bave ſinned ? For they would not walk 
in bis ways, neither Were they obedient unto bis Law. 7 berefore 
be bath- poured upon bim- the. fury of bis anger , and the 
ſtrength of battel, and it hath ſet\bim on fire round about, yet 
he knew not , and it burned bim, yet be laid it not to beart, 
Levit, 26. 27, 28. 31,32, 33: And if ye will not for all this 
hearken unto me but walk, contrary unto me, thert will / walk, con. 
trary wnto you alſo in fury, and 1, even I, wil chaſtiſe you ſeven 
times for your fins, And I will make your Cities waſte, and 
bring your S anfiuaries unto deſolations. And I will bring the} 
Land imo duſolation, and your enemies which dwell therein, 
ſhall be aftoniſtied at iz, And I will ſcatter you among the Hes 

then, and will draw out a ſword after you; and your Land 
ſhall be diſolate, and your Cities waſte, Ia. 1, 5.7, 8. Why 
ſhould you be ftricken any more 7+ ye will revolt more and more , 
the whole bead is fith,, and vhe whole beart faint z your 
Country is deſolate, your Cities are burnt with fire'; your Land. 
firangers devour it in your preſence, and it is deſolate, as over. 
thrown by ftrangers, And the danghter of Zion is left as a cot. 
tage in a vinejard, «s @ lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as @ be- 
fieged City. Amos 4. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,11: AndI alſo bave gi- 
ven you cleanneſs of teeth in all your Cities, and want of bread 
in all your places ; yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the 
Lord, And alſo I have withbolden the rain from you, when 
there were yet three months to the harveſt, and I cauſed it to-rain 
upon one City, and eauſed it not 10 rain wpon- another City, 
one piece was rained wpon, and the piece whereupon it rained not 
withered. So two or three Cities wandred unto one City to drink, 
water, but they were not ſatisfied z yet have ye not returned unto 
me, ſaith the Lord, T have ſmitten you with blaſting and mil- 
dew, when your gardens, and your vineyards, and your fig-trees, 
and your oltve«trees increaſed, tbe palmer.worm devoured them : 
yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord. IT have ſent 


fomong you.the peſtilence after the manner of Egypt ;, your young | 


men 
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mens | bave I ſlain with the ſword, and bave taken away your 
horſes, and I have made the ſtink, of your camps to come mp unto 


Gomorraþ, and ye were «4s a fire-brand plucks ous of the burning: 
y0 have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord, By all theſe 
Scriptures *tis moſt evident, that deſperate incorrigiblencfs 
and unreformedneſs under waſting and deftroying- Judg- 
ments, brings the fiery Diſpenſations of God upon a people. 
Ah, London ! London ! how long has the Lord been ftriving 
wich thee by his Spirit, by his Word,. by his Mcfengers, by 


his Mercics, and by Icfler Jadgments, and yet thou haft been| 


incorrigible, . incurable, and irrecoverable under all > God 


want of Trade, & Poverty that was coming on like an armed 
man upon thee, with all the lefſer Fires that have been kind- 
led in the midft of thee, ſhould have awakned thee to repen- 
tance z and yetunder all, how proud, how ſtout, how hard, 
how obdurate haft thou been 2 God looke that the bloody 
Sword that the Nations round hath drawn againſt thee, 
ſhould have humbled thee, and brought thee to his foot ; 
and yet thou haft rcjo&ed the remedy of thy recovery, G 


ſroyed ſo manyten thouſands of thy Inhabitants, ſhonld 


to have aff-ighted thee out of thy fins, and to have turned 
thee co the moſt High : Burt yet after ſo ſtupendious and 
amazing Judgments, thou waſt bardned in thy fins, and re. 
fuſeſt to return. By all theſe divers kinds of Judgmenry, 
how little did God prevail with thy Magiſtracy, Miniftry, or 
Commonalty to break off their fins, to repent, and to abhor 
themſelves in duft and aſhes > Hath not (God ſpent all his 
Rods in-vain upon thee ? were not all ſorts of men generally 
ſeven times worſe after thoſe waſting Judgments-then they 
were before ? and therefore thou haſt cauſe to fear-that _ 
isthat which hath kindled ſuch a devouring Fire in the midſt 
of thee, .and that hath: «urned thy glory into ſhame, thy | 
129 thy Palaces, and ſtately Houſes into aſhes. When-after 
the. 


our noſtils : yet bave ye not returned unto me, ſaith-tbe Lord, | 
[ have overthrown ſome of you, 4s God" overtbrew Sodom and | 


looke that the Agues, Fevers, ſmall Pox, ſtrange Sickneſſes, | 


lookt that the raging. devouring Peſtilence that in 1 665. des |. 
have aſtoniſhed thee, and have been as a Prodigy unto thee, | 


Jer. 24+ 23 3+ 


— 
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Hol. 5. 12.14. 


the raging Peſtilence men returned to the C ity, and'to their 


fins, and as many fo/lowed the world more greedily then 
ever z ſo many followed their lufts, their finful courſes more 
violently then ever : and this has uſhered in thy deſolation, 
O Log4on. The Phyfitian when he findeth that: the po- 
tion which he hath given his Patient will not work, he (c- 


Jconds it with one'more violent : and thus doth-the Chi- 


rurgion too; if a gentle plaiſter will not ſerve, then he applics 
that which is more corroding ; and to prevent a gangrenc, he 
makes uſe of his cauterizing knife, and takes off the joynt or 
member that is ſo ill affected : So doth the great God ;z when 
men are/not-bettered by lefſer Judgments, he ſends greater 
[Judgments upon them, God was firſt as a moth to Epbraim, 
which conſumed him by little and little 3 but when that 
would not better him, and reform him, then the Lord comes 
a%a Lyon upon him, and tore him all to picces.If the droſs of 
mens fins will not come off, he will throw them into the 
melting-pot again and again, he will cruſh them harder 
and harder- in the preſs of his Judgments, and lay on ſuch 


and they grieve not ; if he ſtrikes again, and they tremble 
not z if he wounds, and they return not, then*tis a righteous 
;hing with God to turn men out of houſe and home, and to 
Durn up their comforts round about them. Now this has 
becn thy caſe, O Z9nd4om, and therefore God: has laid thee 


[4c{olarc in the eyes of the Nations. 


Now this deſperate incorrigibleneſs and unreformedneſs 
under waſting and deſtroying Judgments, I cannot grounded. 
l, fix upon thoſe who did truly fcar the Lord within and 
without the Walls of London, becauſe they made it their bu- 
ancls: ( according to the different meaſures of grace. they had 


"eceived) to mourn under waſting Judgments, and to lament 
a'ter the Lord under waſting Judgments, and to be bet- 
.cred and reformed under waſting Judgments, and not only 
ounderſtand, but alſo to obey the voice of the Rod. Their 
arneſt prayers, trong crys, bitter tears, ſad fighe, and hea» 
vy groans undey waſting Judgments, may ſufficiently evi- 


ii(tates, and Trades, &c. they returned alfo to their old! 


[rons as ſhall enter more deep into their Souls, If he ſtrike:, | 


dencc 
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= that they were not incortigible under waſting Judg- 
ments, Bur, ; 
Fifthly, Inſolent and cruel oppreſling of the Poor, is a fin 
that brings defolating and deſtroying Judgments upon a 
le. God fent ten waſting Judgments one after another 
upon Pharaoh his People and Land, to revenge the cruel op- 
preſſion of his poor people , Prov, 22. 22, 23, Rob not the 
poor becanſe be 25 poor, neither oppreſs the afflici-d in the gare, 
For the Lord will plead thetr cauſe, To rob and oppreſs the 
rich isa great fin ; but to rob and oppreſs the poor is a great- 
er; butto rob and oporeſs the poor, b:cauſe he is poor, and 
wants money to buy juſtice, is the top of all inhumanity and 
impiety : To oppreſs any one is a fin ; but to oppreſs the op- 
ed, is the heighth of fin. Poverty, and want, and mi- 
hey ſhould be motives to pity ; but oppreflors make them 
the whet-ftones of their cruelty and feverity, -and therefore 
the Lord will plead the cauſe of his poor oppreſſed. people 
inſt their oppreſfors without fee or fear; yea, he will 
plead their cauſe wirh peftilence, blood, and fire. Gog was 
2 great oppreſſor of the poor, Ezek, 38: 3; 9; 10,'1 1, 12. 
13, 14. And God pleads againſt bim with peftilence, blood, and 
fire, Verſe 22 And [ will plead againſt bim with pettilence 
md with blood, an4 I-will rain upon bim, and upon bis bands, 
d wpm the many people that are with bim; an overfl,wing rain, 
d gveat hath-flones,; firg and . brimftone, Such 'as oppreſs a 
man and his houſe, even a man and. his heritage, they take 


houſes, Ja. 5.8. Wo wnto them that joyn houſe to houſe, and 
field to field, till there be no place, that thty may be placed alone 
in the midſt of #he earth, Put mark what follows, verſe g, 
In mine ears, ſaid the Lord of Hoſts, of 8. trath many houſes 


wth many bouſer ſhall be deſolate, This is an Emphatical| 
form of ſwearing, tis as if the Lord had aid, Let me not 
live, or let' me never be owned or accounted aGod,or let me 
never be/looked uponas a God of truth, a God of my word 


the ſureſt & the readicſt way to bring ruine upon their own || 
= be deſolate; evei great and fair without inbabitaits, of a| 


fer re -hever be believed nor” ectifted} more fora God-,' if} 


Exod, 3. 9. 


Mich, 2.1,2 
' 


pr. not ly deſolate the houſes of opprefiers, the'great hou 
"dei her le 
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1 


| chat they ſhould not hear. Well now, mark what follows, 


Jall Lands ; God had made it as his Paradiſe, and enriched 
1ic withall plenty and pleaſure, and above all with his pre- 
ſence and ence in his City and —_— but they by 
laid all 


ſes of oppreflors, the fair houſes of oppreſſors ; yea, the mul- 
ticude and varicty of the houſes of opprefiors. So Amos 3, g, 
10, It» Publiſh ts the palaces at Aſhdod, and in the palaces 
'n the Land of Egypt, and ſay, Aſſemble your ſelves upon the 
mountains of Samaria : and behold the great tumults wm the 
midſt thereof, and the oppreſſed ( or oppreſſions ) in the midi 
thereof. For they know not to do right, jaith the Lord, who 
ſtore up violence and robbery in their palaces, Therefore, this 
ſaith the Lord God, an adverſary there ſhall be, even round as 
bout the Land, and be ſhall bring doxrn thy ſtrength from thee, 
nd thy palaces ſhall be ſpoiled, Now mark the 15, verſc, 
And I will ſmite the winter-bouſe, with the [ummer- bouſe, and 
the houſes of ivory ſhall periſh, and the great houſes ſhall bave an 
end, ſaith the Lord. In their Palaccs, and in their Winter 
and Summer-houſes they ſtored up all the riches, preys and 
ſpoils that they had got by oppreſſion, Bur God tells them, 
that their Palaces ſhould be ſpoiled, and that he would (mite 
the Winter-houſe upon the Summer-houſe ( fo the Hebrew 
runs) God was reſolved that he would daſh one houſe 
againſt the-other, and lay them all on heaps. Though their 
Palaces and houſes were never ſo rich, and ſtrong, and ſtate- 
ly, and pompous, and glorious, and decked, and adorned, 
and enamelled, and checkered ; yet they ſhould all down to- | 
gether. So Zach, 7.10,11.14. Opprefi not the widow nor 
the fatherleſ, the ſtranger, nor the por, and let none of you imas- 
ma evil againſt bis brother in your beart, But they refuſed to 
earken, and pulled away the ſhoulder, and ſtopped their ears, 


verſc 14. But I ſcattered them with a whirlwind among all the 
nations whom they knero not : thus the land was deſolate after 
them, that no man paſſed thorow, nor returned ; for they laid the 
pleaſant land(or as the Hebrew has it,the ſecond Land of des 
hre)deſolate, Paleſtine was a very pleaſant Land, aLand which | 
flowed with milk and honey, a Land which was the glory of 


crleſs, 


oppreſling the poor, the widow, and the 
deſolate. | 
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deſolate, Fer, 12. 12. O bowſe of David, thus ſaith the 
Lord, execute judgment in the morning, and deliver bim that is 
ſpoiled ont of the band of the oppreſſor, left my fury go ont like 
fire, and burn that none can quench it, Oppreſſion lays a peo- 
ple open to Gods fury, it provokes the Lord to turn their all 
into unquenchable flames. Pſal. 12. 5. For the oppreſſion of 
the poor, for the ſighing of the needy : now will I ariſe (ſaith the 
Lord ) I will ſet bim in ſafety from him that paſſeth at bim, Up» 
on theſe words, Chryſoftom ſaith; Timete SR pauperen | op, in Pſal, 
injuria afficitis ; habetis vos potentiam Of opes, & judicum be- | 12, 

nevelentiam ; ſed habent illi arma omnium validiſiima, lufiu & | 
ejulatas, que 4 calis auxilinm attrebunt, Hec arma domus 
efodiunt, fundamenta evertunt, hec integras nationes ſubmere 
2unt ; Fear ye, whoſoever ye be, that do wrong the poor, 
you have power and wealth, and the favour of the Judges ; 
but they have the trongeſt weapons of all, fighings and 
groanings, which fetch help from Heaven for them. Theſe 
_—_—_ dig down houſes, throw up foundations, overthrow 
whole Nations. Thus you ſee by all theſe clear Scriptures, 
that oppreſſion is a ſin that brings waſting and deſtroying 


Judgments upon a people. 


Ah, London ! London! was there ho oppreſſion and cru- 
elty to be found within and without thy Walls ? Eccle, 4- 1. 
$ I reterned, and conſidered all the oppreſſions that are done mn- 
der the Sun, and behold, the tears of ſuch as were oppreſſed, and 
they bad no comforter : and on the fide of their oppreſſors there 
was power z but they had no comforter, And bebold the tears 
of ſuch as were oppreſſed, The original word ſignifies lachry- 
mam, non lachrymas, a tear, not tears z as if the oppreſſed 
had wept ſo long, and wept ſo much, that they could weep 
no longer, nor weep no more, having but only one tear letr 
them. Were there not, O London | many of thy poor op- 
prefled Inhabitants that wept ſo long, that they could 
weep no longer ; and that wept ſo much, that they had but 
one tear left ? O thecrys and tears of the opprefſed within 
and without thy Walls, did fo pierce Gods ears , and fo 
work upon his heart, that at laft he comes down in _ of | 

O re 
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Were there 
ncne within 
nor without 
thy Walls, O 
London ! that 
uſed his neigh- 
bour without 
wages, and 
gave him 

no reward 

for his work, 
that kept back 
the hire of the 
bourer, and 


{1 that were the 


poor labouy- 
ers purſe. 
bearers, and 
Cofferers, 
whether they 
would or no, 
that fleeced 
the poer to 
feather their 
own neſts ? 
Deut. 24.14, 
Lf 


$». 
Exod, 22,22, 


23. 
|Zeph. 3.2, 


fire torevenge the oppreſſed, Were there no rich Citizens 
that did wrack their Tenants,and grind the faccs of the poor, 


that took an advantage from their neceſſities to beat down 
the price of their Commodities , that fo they might raiſe 
themſelves on the poors ruine ? Were there no fal'e weights, 
falſe wares, falſe lights, falſe meaſures to be found within and 
without thy Walls, by which the poor has bcen cheated, 
cozened, and oppreſſed ? O how did the rich work upon the 
neceffitics of the poor, bringing them to ſuch under. prizes, as 
hath undone both them and their making good that word, 
Amor 8 4. They ſwallow up the needy, and make the poor of 
the land to fail, O the heavy burdens that have been laid 
upon the poor by their Agyptian Task-maſters ! what over. 
reaching of the poor , and what over-rating of the poor 
have been within and without thy Walls, O London ! Thy 
poor, O Londen ! did riſe carly, and go to bed late z they 
did farce hard, and Iyc hard, and work hard ; and yet by 
reaſon of the cruelty, oppreſhon, and unmercifulneſs of many 
of thy wealthy Citizens, they were hardly able to make any 
convenient ſupplics for themſelves and their families, Op. 
preſſion turns Princes into roaring Lyons, and Judges into 
evening Wolves : *cis an unnatural fin, is a fin againſt the 
light of Nature, No creatures do oppreſs them of their own 
kind, _ Look upon the Birds of prey, as upon Fagles, Vul- 
tures, Hawks, and you ſhall never find them preying upon 
their own kind, Look upon the wild Beafts of the Force, as 
upon the Lyon, the Tyger, the Wolf, the Bear, &c. and you 
ſball find them favourable to them of their ovn kind ; and 
yet men unnaturally prey upon one another, like the fiſh in 


| the Sea, the great ſwallowing up the (mal), *Tis a fin againſt 


that great and common Rule of Equity, Math, 7.12. Al 
things whatſoever ye evould that men ſhould do wnto you, do ye 
even ſo to them, Now no man in his wits would have ano- 


\ther' to wrong and oppreſs him in his Eſtate, Name, or Con- 


ſcience ; and therefore he ſhould not wrong or oppreſs others 
m their Eſtates, Names, or Conſciences : and therefore no 
wonder, if God puniſhes this ſm wich Rames.of fire, *11s 


R020 Wy that has turncd thy glory into 
ev. 


Now 


| 


| 
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Now this inſolent opprefſing of the poor, is a fin that 1 
cannot make good againſt the people of God, that did truly 
fear him in that great City. *Tis a {in they have often be 
wailed and lamented before the Lord in their ſolemn Ad- 
dreſſes to God, 
as a Prince upon the Throne, *cis a clear evidence that thc 
fear of the Lord is not in ſuch mens hearts, Levit, 25. 17. 
Te ſhall not oppreſs cne another, but thou ſhalt fear thy God, Now 
this Iyes fair in the words, viz. That fuch as do oppref* 
others, they do not fear God : and ſuch as do fear God. 
they will not oppreſs others, Amaleck was a great Opprel- 
for of the poor people of God, and the Holy Ghoſt hath ſer 
this black brand of infamy upon him, that he feared no! 
God. Had Amaleck feared the Lord, he would have been 
ſo far from oppreſling the poor people of God, that he would 
have comforted them, and ſuccoured them , and relieved 
them in the midſt of their neceſſities, miſeries, and diftceſles, 
The Jews oppreſling one another, is attributed to their not 
feariag of God, Nebem, 5. 9. Oppreſſion is fo crying a fin 
againſt the Law of God, the Law of Grace, the Law of Na- 
ture, and the Law of Nations; that certainly it cannot be 
juſtly charged upon ſuch, as have ſct up God in their hearts 
as the great Objc of their fear, The word for oppreſſion 
in the Hebrew is Miſpach, which fignifies a Scab, a Wound, 
a Leprofie,. Now oppreſſion is ſuch a ſcab, a wound, a leprofic, 
as is not to be found upon thoſe that have fellowſhip with the 
Father and the Son. Opprefſors may boaſt of their profeſ- 
hon, and call themſelves Saints or the people of God ; 
but God accounts them worſe then Scythians, witneſs thoſe 
dreadful woes that God has denounced againſt them in the 
blefſed Scriptures, Zeph. 3. 1. Wo to the oppreſſing City, Jer. 
22+ 13 Womwnto bimtbat buildeth bis bouſe by unrigbteonf- 
neſs, and bis chambers by wrong : that uſeth bis neighboners ſer- 
vice without wages, and givetb bim not for his work, If. 10. 
I-.3. Wo unto them that decree unrighteons decrees, To tmwrn | 
aſide the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from 
the poor of mPpeople, that widows may be their prey, and that 


Where this ſin is rampant, where it rules} 


Deur, 25. 18. 
Oppreſlors are 
perſons deſti- 
rure of the 
fear of God, 
and the want 
of the fear of 
theLord is the 
ſpring and 
fountainof the 
worſt of fins, 
and that a- 
gainſc which 
the Lord will 
come near in 
Judgment. 
Mala, 3. 5. 


they may rob the fatberleſs, And what will ye do in the day of 
5 E OQ 2 viſita- 


- 
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| 3ſc2a0zen, aud-in the diſelation which ſhall come from far, 1, 
whom will ye flee for belp,? and where will ye leave your glory 3 
Mich. 2. 1, 2. Wo to them that deviſe iniquity, and work, evil 
upon their beds : when the morning is light they pradiiſe it, be. 
-_ x it is in the power of thiir band, And they covet fieldg, 
and take them by violence : and houſes, and take them away ; ( 
they oppreſs a man and bis bouſe, even a man and bis beritage, 
Now by all cheſe dreadful woes 'tis further evident, that this 
horrid fin of inſolent oppreſſton cannot be charged upon the 
Called and Choſen of God ; for where do you find in all 
he Scriptures the Veſlcls of Glory under thoſe woes that are 
denounced againſt the ungodly 2: Bur, 


6 Sixthly, RejcAing thee: Goſpel; contemning the Coſpel, 
and {lighting the free and gracious offers of Chriſt in the} 
Goſpel, brings the ficry Diſpenſation upon a people, and cau-| 
{cs the Lord to lay their Cities deſolate. Math. 22. 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7. The kingdom of beaven is like unto @ certain King, 
which made a marriage for his Sow, And be ſent forth: bu 
ſervants to call them that were bidden to the wedding t and thy 
would not come, Again be ſent forth other ſervams, ſaying, 
tell them which are bidden, Behold, I bave prepared my din- 
ner : my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are| 
ready ;. come unto the marriage, Bnt they made ſlight of i, 
md went their ways, one t) bis farm, another to his merchan« 
dize, And the remnant took, his lervants, and intreated them 
fpiteſally, and ſlr» them, But when the King beard thereof, he | 
was wroth ; and ſent forth bis armies, and deſtroyed thoſe mui» 
derers, and burnt xp their City,In this Parable the Vocation of 
Calvin, Chry- [the Gentiles, and the RejeRion of the Jews, is ſet for. h. The 
ſoftom. Jews have the honour to be firſt called to the Marriage-fcaſt; 
they are invitcd by the Prophets, and afterwards by- the 
3, 425, 6, |Apoftles to partake of Chriftand of all hisroyal Benefirs and 
Ia. 55.1, 2,3- Favours which are diſplayed in the Goſpel, God the Fa- 
g therwas very willing and defirous to make vp a match be» 
o eween Chriſt and the Jews, and between Ghriſt and the Gen- 
tiles : and he isherecallcd a King, to declare hisdivine Ma- 
| 

, 


[jcſty, and to ſet forth the ftatelineſs and 'magnificence of = | 
Feaſt, || 


 —w”” 
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Feaft, Marriage-fcaſts that arc uſually made by Kings, arc 
full of joy, and full of ſtate, full of ſplendor and glory z who 
can ſumup the variety of diſhes and daintics that then the 
Gueſts are feaſted with > The'varicty of the glorious cxcel- 
lencies, favours, and mercies of Chriſt that are diſcovered 
and tendered by God in Gofpel-offers, in Goſpel-ordinan- 
ces, is the Wedding-fcaft ro which all ſorts of fanners are in- 
vited ; but here you ſee they (light, and ſcorn, and contemn 
both Maſter of the feaft, and the matter of the feaſt, and all 
thoſe ſervants that were ſent to invite them to the feaſt z and 
hereupon the King was wroth, and ſent forth his armics 
( the Romanr, as moſt Interpreters do agree) and deſtroyed 
- [thoſe murderers, and burnt ap their City. About farty 
rs after the death of Chriſt, the Lord to revenge the 
lood of his Son, the blood of his fervants, and the contenfpt 
of his Gofpel upon the Jews, brought his Armics,the Romans 
againſt Feruſalem, who by fire demoliſhed their Temple and 
City, and by ſword and famine deſtroyed eleven millions of 
men, women, and children ; and thoſe that eſcaped five, 
ſword, and famine,were (old for {laves, and (ſcattered among 
all the Nations. Chriſt and the way of Salvation by him, 
is the ſubjet matter of the Goſpel : The word *Evayi 
atoy- that is rendered Goſpel, ſignifies glad Tydings, good 
News ;. and certainly Salvation by Chriſt is the beſt news, *ris 
the greateſt and the gladeſt tydings that ever was: brought 
to finners cars. What the Pſalmiſt had long before ſaid of the 
Ciry of -God, Glorious things are fpoken of thee, that I may 
truly-ſay of the blefſed Goſpel, Glorious things are ſpoken 
of thee, O thou Goſpel of God, The Goſpel is called- the 
glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God. The Golpet is a-glori- 
ous Goſpel-in reſpe& of the Author of it, and: in reſpe& of 
the Pen-merr of-it, and in reſpe& of the glorious diſcoveries 
that it makes of God, of Chriſt, of che $; iric, of Hoaven, and 
in reſpc& of its glorious eff:&*, in turning of poor ſinners 
from darkneſs to light, and from the pcwer of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of fins, and inhetis 
tance among them wich are ſanitied. Certainly Solomons 
13% darn. in which he creatcd of a.] Trecs, frcm the 


| 


oephins de 
i Fxidaic, 


bib. 7. 


Plal.'87. 3. 


rTim. 1-11. 


ARs 25.18; 
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1 Kings 4. 33: 
Some are of 


he Temple : 
thers think 


r, as they did 
he Brazen 


x Theſ, x. 5; 


Luther com. in 
en. Cap. 19, 


_ — 


Cedar to the Hyſop , of all Beaſts, Fowls, and creeping 
things, was a very rare and incomparable piece inits kind ; 


it | yer one leaf, yea, one linc of the Goſpel is infinitely more 


worth, and of greater importance to us, then all that large 
Volume would have been, For what is the knowledge of 
Trees, and Birds, and Beaſts, and Worms, and Fiſhes to the 
knowledge of God in Chriſt; to the knowledge of the great 


_ | things of Eternity, to the knowledge of a mans fintul cftate 


by Nature, or to the knowledge of his happy eſtate by Grace? 


- | doubtleſs to a Soul that hath rafted that the Lord is gracious, 


there is no Book to this; of the Bible, Ads 19.19. When 
the Lord had made it the day of his glorious Power to their 
Conviftion, Converſion, and Salvation, they burnt their 
coftly Books of curious Arts. And no wonder , for they had 
found the power and the ſweet of a better Book , even of 
Gods Bookrupon their hearts. Luther ſpeaking of 'the Goſ- 
pel, faith, That the ſhorteſt line, and the leaſt letter thereof, 
is more worth then all Heaven andEarth: he taſted ſo much of 
che (weetneſs of the Goſpel, and ſaw ſo much of the glory 
and cxcellency of the Goſpel, that he would often ſay to his 
friends, that he would not take all the world for one Jeaf of 
che Bible, Rab, Chiis (in the Fernſalem Talmud ) faith, 


| chat in his account all the world is not of equal value with 


one word out of the Law. | Iſrael had three Crowns (as the 
Talmud obſerves) 1. of the King, 2. of the Pricſt, 3. of 
the Law ; but the Crown of the Law was counted by them 
the chicfeſt of the three : then what is the Crown of the 
Goſpel to all thoſe upon whom the Goſpel is come in power? 
How divincly did that Poet ſpeak, who ſaid, He could read 
God in every leaf on the Tree, and that he found his Name 
written on every green herb, and ſhall not we read God, 
and Chrift, and Grace, and Mercy in every leaf, yea, in every 
line of the Goſpel ? The Bible, ſaith Luther, is the only 
Book, all the books in the world are but waſte paper to it : 
{o highly did hepriz: it, and (o dearly did he love it, Con. 
tempt of the Goſpel is a great indigniry caſt upon the great 


God, and a preat indignity caſt uron Jeſus Chriſt ; for 


*chough the Law was delivered by Moſes, yet the Goſpel was 


deliver- 


—_ 


* 
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delivered by Jeſus Chriſt. And if they eſcaped not who de- 
ſpiſed him that ſpake from carth, of how much ſorer puniſh- 


ment are they worthy that contemn him that ſpeaks from|* 


Heaven ? If the Book of the Law happen to fall upon the 
ground, the Jews cuſtom is preſently to proclaim a Faſt. O 
Sirs ! what cauſe then have we to faſt and mcurn when we 
ſee the glorious Goſpel of God fallen to the ground, ſcorned, 
deſpiſed, contemned, and tramp'ed vpon by all ſorts of ſin- 
ners ? Contempt of the Goſpel is a fin of the greateſt ingra- 
titude. In the Goſpel God offers himſelf, his Son, his Spi- 
rit, his Grace, his Kingdom, and all the Glory of another 
World, Now for men to deſpiſe and contemn theſe offers, 
is the higheſt ingratitude and unthankfulneſs imaginable ; 
d therefore no wonder, it God burn ſuch men up, and 
turn them out of houſe and home ; Such juſtly deſerve the 
worſt of Judgments, who deſpiſe the beſt of mercies. The 
ſtrongeſt and the ſweeteſt wine always makes the ſharpeſt vi- 

ar ; the freeſt, the richicſt,and the choiceſt offers of mercy, 
if lighted and contemned, turn into the greateſt fury and 


ercely, as it doth againſt thoſe who are defpifers of Goſpel- 
mercies, When gold is offered, men care not how great 
how baſe he is that offers it : neither is it material by 
whom the Goſpel is brought unto us, whether it be brought 
unto us by 1ſaiah, as ſome think, a Prophet of the blood 
Royal, or by 
Let the hand be more-noble or more mean that brings it, if 
it be lighted and contemned, provoked Juſtice will revenge 
it. - Such asflight the Goſpel, and contemn the Goſpel, they 
fin with a high hand againſt the remedy, againſt the means 
of their recovery. This is the condemnation, this is that 
deſperate fin that haftens Judgments upon Cities and Coun- 
tries, as Fury, Afia, Bobemia, and, orher patts of the world 
have ſadly experienced, He that harh eat'poyſon, and {hall 
dcſpiſe the means of his recovery, muſt certainly dye for it. 
He who when he hath committed Treaſon againſt his Prince, 
thallnotonly refuſe, but ſcorn and flight his Princesfavour 


| 


everity, Divine wrath ſmoaks and burns againſt none fo i. 


Amos from amongſt the Herdmen' of Tekoa. | 


Hieromreports 
of V3zah,thar 
his ſhoulder 

was ſhrunk up 
and withercd 


Ark when he 
ſhould have 
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therefore that 
art was 
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Math. 23.37» 
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paſt all help and hope, Sins againſt the Goſpel are fins of a 
greater fize, of a louder cry, and of a deeper dyc, then fins 
igainſt theLaw arc,and accordinglyGod (uits his Judgments, 

here the Goſpel ſhines in power, it will cither mend a peo. 
ple, or mar a people : it will cither better them, or worſen 
chem ; it will either fit them for the greateſt good, or ic will 
bring upon them the greateſt evils : Where it doth not re. 
form, there it will deſtroy. And this London hath found by 
woful experience. Slighting and contemning of the offers of 
gracc inthe Goſpel, is a fin that is not chargeable upon the 
greateſt part of the world, who lyeth in wickedneſs, and who 
it in darkneſs, and in the region and ſhadow of death ; yea, 
'tis a fin that is not chargeable upon the Devils themſelves, 
and therefore the more ſeverely will God deal with thoſe 
that are guilty of it. The Goſpel hath for above this hun. 
dred years ſhined forth out of the dark and thick clouds of 
Popery and Antichriſtianiſm which had over-ſ{pread the Na- 
tion, And in no part of the Land hath the Goſpel been 
preached with more clearne(s, ſpiritualneſs, life, power, and 
purity then in London, And Oh that 1 had not cauſe to fay, 
that there was no part of the Nation where the Goſpel was 
more undervalued, lighted, and contemncd by many then 
in London ! For, 

Firft, Where the faithful and painful Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are {lighted and contemned as Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel, there the Goſpel is ſlighted and contemned. Now were 
there none within nor wichout thy Walls, O London ! that 
did flight, ſcorn, reproach, and contemn the Embaſſadors of 
Chriſt, who were faithful co their Light, their Lord, their 
Conſciences, and the Souls of their Hearers ? But, 


Secondly, Where the Miniſtrations of the Goſpel, where 
the Ordinances of the Goſpel arc {lighted and -contemned, 
there the Goſpel is {lighted and contemned ; yea, where any 
oneOrdinance of cheGoſpe! is {lighted and contemned,there 
the Goſpel is flighted and contemned. Where Baptiſm is 
(lighted and contemned, there the Goſpel is ſlighted and 


|<ontemned, Where the Lords Supper is lighted and con- 


temned, 
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there the Goſpel is {lighted and contemned ; where the offers 4 man upon 
of the Goſpel are {lighted and contemned, there @c Golpel _ _ 
is {lighted and contemned ; where the commands of the Gol- | weſt [an 
pel are (lighted and contemned, there the Goſpel is (lighted ' vingly, he will, 
and contemned ; where the threatnings of the Goſpel arc 1. prizeall 
'ghted and contemned, there the Goſpel is {lighted and con= *Þ< Ordinan- 
remned z where the promiſes of the Goſpel are lighted and 72. 7; Pt” 
contemned, there the Goſpel is {lighted and contemned ; and  orqinances, 
where the comforts of the Goſpel are {lighted and contemn- | 3. praiſe the 
ed, there the Goſpel is{lighted and contemned. Now were | Lord for all 
there none within nor without thy Walls, O London, that Re Ordinan- 
did flight and contemn the Miniſtrations ot the Golpel, the |x,xe 1. 5. 6. 
Ordigances of the Goſpel > When old B:rzilas had loſt his | 2 Sam 19.35. 
tate and hearing, he cared not for Davids Feaſts and Mu- 
kick, There were many within and wichout the Walls of 
London that had Joſt their ſpiritual taſte and —_— and (0 
cared not for Goſpel-miniftrations, for Goſpel-ordinances, 
There were many, who under a pretence of living above Or- 
dinances, lived below Ordinances, and made light of Ocdi- 
nances ; yea, who ſcorned, vilified, -and contemned the pre- 
cious O-dinances of Chrift, Thou art to them as @ lovely ſong, | EX. 33 31, 
faith the Prophet : in the Hebrew it runs thus, Thow art to |5*' 
them 4s one that breaky jefts. The Sole:rnity and Majeſty of 
the Word, was but as a dry jeſt unto them Ordinances were 
but as dry jcſts tro many within and without the Walls of 
London, and therefore no wonder if God hath been in ſuch 
gocd carneſt with them who have made but a jeſt of thoſe 
—_ Ordinances, that are more worth then Heaven and 
hy Many came to the Ordinances too much like the Egyp- 
tian Dog, which Japs a little as he runs by the fide'of Nilas, 
dut ſtays not todrink, Bur, 
Thirdly, Such as are weary of the Goſpel, ſuch flight theſ 2, 
Goſpel, ſuch contemn the Goſpel. Never were the 1/raelates 
more weary of Manna, then many within and without the | Numb. 11. 6, 
Walls of Lindon were weary of the plain and powerful 
preaching of the Goſpe], We were better have a biting Gcf | * 
pel then a toothleſs Maſs, Gid blefled Bradford, But were 
there not ſome that had ns have a toothleſs Maſs han a, 
| iting 
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biting Goſpel ? Were there not many that were willing to 
let God go, and Goſpel go, and Ordinances go, and all go, 
ſo they might be caſed of their burdens and taxes, and 
greaten their relations, and have peace with all Nations, and 
cnjoy a ſweeping trade, and every one fit under his vine and | 
under his fi2-tree, cating the fat, and drinking the ſweet, 
and enjoy liberty to diſhonour the Lord, to gratific their 
luſts, ro damn their own Souls, and to bring others under 
their feet, ſo weary were they of the bleſſed Goſpel? 


OC 


Fourthly, Such as have but a low and mean cpinion of the 
| 4+ | Goſpel, ſuch areſlightcrs and contemners of the Goſpe), ſuch 
1 Cor, 1. 2g. |48 prefer every toy, and trifle, and faſhion, and finfli] cu- 
ſtom, and baſe luſt above the light of the Goſpel, the power 
of the Goſpel,the purity and ſimplicity of theGoſpel,the ho- 
lineſs and ſweetneſs of the Goſpel, ſuch are lighters and 
contemners of the-Goſpel, Though it be better to preſent 
truth in 'her native plainneſs, then to hang her cars with 
counterfeit Pearls ; yet there were many that ſet a preater 
price upon the arts, the parts, the gifts, the ſtudied notions 
and Seraphical expreſſtons of their Minifters, then they did 
upon the Goſpel it ſelf :. and what was this but to prefer the 
Handmajd before the Miſtreſs, the Servant before his Lord, 
the flowers about the diſk before the meat that was in the | 
diſh, the chaff before the Wheat, and Pebbles before the | 
richeſtPcarls ?* The Goſpel is the field, and Chriſt is the | 
Treaſure that is hid in that fizld ; the Goſpel is a Ring of 
gold, and Chrift is the Pearl in that Ring of gold : and yet 
how many were there within and without the Walls of Len- | 
4on, that put no confiderable price or valuc upon the Goſpel ?| 
But, | | 
$. Fifthly, Such as wilfully diſobey the Goſpel, and live and | 
walk in ways quite croſs and contrary to.the Goſpel, ſuch | 
are flighters and contemners of the Goſpel, and accordingly} 
the Lord will deal with them : Take one Text for all, | 
2.T beſ. 1; 7,8, 9. And to you who are trowbled reſt with us | 
when the Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed from beaven with bi 
mighty Angels in- flanmg fire, taking vengeance on them hows | 
 IY wow | 


_—_—_——__ 


_—_ A r— 


& thelate fiery Diſpenſation. 


107 | 


know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord "eſis. 
Who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſiruGion from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power, This is a 
more terrible Text againſt all ſuch as are cither ignorant of 
the Goſpel, or that diſobey the Goſpel, then any is to be 
found in all the Old Teftament, In the laſt day Chriſt will 
take vengeance in flaming fire on them that diſobey his Gol- 
pel, and that walk contrary to the Rules of his Goſpel ; and 
therefore no wonder, if before that day he lays their habita- 
tions deſolate by a flaming fire, whoſe lives give the lye to 
his glorious Goſpel, Theſe men above all others, expoſe 
the Goſpel to the derifion and contempt of the baſeſt and 
vileſt men, When ſome of the Heathens have looke upon 
the looſe lives of Profeſſors, they have ſaid, Ant hoc non eft 
Evamgelium, aut bi non ſunt Chriſtiani , Either this is not 
the Goſpel, in which there is ſo much goodneſs, or theſe are 
not Chriftians, in whom there is none at all. Did you never 
hear nor read of one, who eying the looſe converſations of 
Profeſſors, cryed out, Sit anima mea cxm Philoſophir, Let 
my Soul be rather with the honeſt Philoſophers ( who were 
Heathen ) then with theſe wicked lewd men that are called 
Chriſtians ? Now were there none within nor without the 
Walls of London that did wilful:y diſobey the Goſpel , and 
that walkt in ways quite croſs and contrary to the Goſpel ? 
forely there were,and therefore at their dours we may ſafely 
lay the burning of London, But, 


Sixthly and laſtly, Such as (lighted, ſcorned, and con- 
temned the faithful, Cncere, fcrious, gracious, and conſcien- 
tious Profefiors of the Goſpel, ſuch {Iighted, ſcorned, and 
conternned the Goſpel it ſelf. When the Jews were in pro- 
herity, it was the manner of the Samaritans torepute them- 
elves their reareſt Couſins. When the Jews were in a thri 

ving and fluuciſhing condition, then the Samaritans could 
derive their Pedigree from Ephraim and Manaſſes, the Sons 
of Foſeph : but when the Jews were in any ercat afflition, 
or under perfecution, they they would deny all acquaintandc 
with them, and al! relation to them, When Profeſſion was 


Foſeph. Antig. 
lib. 11, Cap. 8 
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in faſhion, and Rcligion was in credit, how many were 
there within and without che Walls of London, that did 
pretend to be kin, ro be Couſins to the ſerious, conſcientious, 
and fincere Profeſſors of the Goſpel, who fince the day of 
their afli&ion, have not only denicd all acquaintance with 


cd ſlizhters, ſcorners, and contemners of them ? if theſe may 
[nor be reckoned among the (lighters, ſcorners, and contem= 
ners of the Goſpel, I do not know who may. To ſum up all, 
| have ſhewed you that (lighting, ſcorning, and contemning 
of the Goſpel, i* a fin of that high nature, that it provokes 
:he Lord to lay Citics deſolaze, I have ſhewed you the 
greatneſs of that ſin, and the perſons that are guilty of it ; 6 


have Iaid Londen in aſhce, 


That this fin of 1lighting, ſcorning, and contemning of the 
Goſpel, I dare not charge upon thoſe that truly fear the 


power upon their own Souls, turning them from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan to Jeſus Chriſt, An1 ] 
thall freely give you my Reaſons, that you may be the better 
atizfied, that 'cwas not ſo much their 0 as your own, that 
has brought down that heavy Judgment of Fire upon the 


tations, My Reaſons arc theſe. 


their own Souls, they did frequently before the Lord be» 
wail and mcurn over ( both together and apart ) that hai. 


which many were guilty of, whoſe habications were then 
ſome within, and others without the Walls of Londen, The 
Jews have a Law which cJoyns them to take up any paper 
which they ſee lying on the ground, and the reaſon is, leſt 


Lord, and that have found the Goſpel ro be a Goſpel of| 


City, wherein once you and they had your reſpeCQive habi- | 


Firſt, Thoſe that did truly fear the Lord, and that had 
experienced the power of the Goſpel in a (ſaving way upon | 


nous lin of flighting, ſcorning, and contemning of the Goſpel] 


chem, and renounced all relation to them, but alſo arc turn- |. 


that now you may point with a finger to thoſe perſons that| 


But before 1 cloſe vp this Particular, give me leave to (ay, | - 


y 


rantly 


- ” ” 


| happily the Name of God be written in the paper, and igno- | 
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rantly rrodden under foor, Though Chriſtians ought to be 
free from ſuch ſuperſtitious curioſities ; yer they ought to be 
very carefu}, that the Jeaft eictle of the Goſpel, the leaft com. 
mand of the Goſpel be not trod under foot, Now the 
Saints who once lived within and without the Walls of 
London, who through grace have cxpericnced the ſaving 
power of the Goſpel] upon their own Souls, how have they 
mourned and lamented to fee that glorious Goſpel of Chriſt 
trod under foot, which they have laycn fo near their hearts ! 
and therefore I cannor fairly charge this fin upon them, But, 


Secondly, Slighting , ſcorning, and contemning of the 
Goſpel,is a great ſtep towards the (in againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
and a fin of ſogreat a cry, and ſo deep a dye, that I cannot 
at preſent find where 'cis in Scripture charged upon ſuch as 
truly fear the Lord, and that have really experienced the 
power of the Goſpel in a ſaving way vpon their own Souls ; 
and therefore I cannot fairly charge this fin upon them. 


Thirdly, Next to God, the Goſpel is the moſt ſweet and 
delightful thing in all the world to gracious Souls, who have 
experienced the ſaving power of it upon themſelves, Lather 
found ſo much ſweetneſs in ir, that it made him fay, that hc 
would not live in Paradiſe if he might without the Word 
(at cum Verbo etiam in inferno facile eft vivere ) but with thc 
Word he could live in Hell it ſelf. Dolphins, they ſay, love 
Mufick, and fo do gracious Souls love the Muſick of the Gol- 
pel. The Gofpel is like the ſtone Garamantides, that hath 
drops of gold within it ſelf, enriching all that will embrace 
it, and conform to it : end this the Saints bave found by 
experience, and therefore they cannot but delight inir, and 
draw ſweetneſs from it. Aglutwizas never reliſhed any diſh 
better then what was diſtaſted by others : $o do the Saints 
reliſh that Goſpel beſt that others diſtaſte molt z and there. 
fore I cannot charge this fin fairly upon them, Bur, 
Fourthly, There arc none that do fo highly 


rize. the 
Goſpel, and that ſet (6 high a value upon the Colvel, 
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br” do who have experienced the ſaving power of the Goſpel up- 
| on their own Souls, ſuch prefer the Goſpel before all their 

Rey. 12.11, [neareſt and deareſt concernments and enjoyments that they 


Rev, 2.12,13-+ 
Heb. 11. 33, 
8 


Feder ſpeak- 
ing of the Goſ- 
pel, ſaith, that 
the ſhorteſt 
line and the 
leaſt letter 
thereof is 
more then all 
Heaven and 
Earth. 
Tertul. Apol, 


cap. 5. 


| 6. 


[the Goſpel upon their own Souls, They like well of Reli- 


have in this world : As might be made evident from their 
pratice in the primitive times, and in the Marian days, and 
in thoſc late years that arc now paſt over our heads. The) 
Tabernacle was covered over with red (and the purple Fea» 
thers tell us, they take that habit for the ſame intent.) to 
note, that we muſt defend the truth of the Goſpel, even to 
che effuſion of blood:and this they have made good in all the 
Apes of the World, who have found the ſaving power of the 
Goſpel upon their own Souls, Tertallian concludes, that 
the Goſpel muſt needs be a precious thing, becauſe Nero hated 
it ; and indeed it was fo precious to the Saints in his days, 
that they very willingly and chearfully Jaid down their lives 
for the Goſpel ſake, Now the ſame Spirit reſts upon the 
Saints in our days, and therefore upon this ground I cannot 
charge that horrid fin of (lighting, ſcorning, and contemning 
of the Goſpel upon them. 1/rael had three Crowns ( as the 
Talmud obſerves): 1. of the King, 2. of the Prieft, 3. of 
:he Law; but the Crown of the Law, that was the chicf of 
the three, 

Fifthly, Who were fo ready and free to countenance 
the Goſpel, and to maintain the Goſpe), and toencourage the 
faithful and painful Preachers of the Goſpel, as thoſe that 
had found the ſweet of the Goſpel, and the ſaving power of 


gion without expence in Baſil, and a Goſpel without cha 

in Nazianzene ; but if it grow coſtly, *tis no commodity for 
their money, Now this was the very frame and temper of 
many thouſands in London, who never experienced the ſaving 
work of the Goſpel upon their poor Souls : but they were of 
another frame and temper of ſpirit in London, upon whom 
:he Goſpel was fallen in power ; and therefore I may not 
charge upon them this odious fin of lighting, ſcorning, and 
:ontemning the Goſpel. But, 


1 Sixthly, Who were there within or without the Walls of 


London, 


__m_—__.. 
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London, that were ſo much in a hearty and fcrious bleſling, 
prailing, and admiring of the Lord and his goodneſs, for 
bringing them forth in Goſpel-times, as thoſe that had a ſa- 
ving work of the Goſpel upon their own Sou's } When Alex- 
der wa: born, his Father Philip blefſed ſuch Gods as he 
had, not ſo much that he had a Son, as that he had him in 
Ariſtotles days : he was thankful for natural and moraldif- 
coveries. The cleareſt, the choiceſt, the fulleſt, and the 
ſweeteſt viſions and diſcoveries that we have of God on this 
fide Eternity; we have in the Goſpel, and this they frequent- 
ly experience, who have found the Goſpel falling in power 
upon their Souls z and therefore they cannut but always 
have Harps in their hands, and Halklujahs in their mouths 
upon this very account, that they have lived under the warm 
ſhine of the Goſpel z and therefore I/ſhall not charge 
his vile fin of (lighting, ſcorni'ng, and contemnin2 the Goſ- 
| upon them who above all o:her men were moſt exerciſed 
ina ſcrious and hearty bleſſing and praifing of God for his 
glorious Goſpel, Some there were that bleft Cod for their 
yearly incomes ; and others there were that bleſt God for 
their proſperous relations and friends : and many there were 
that bl:{ God for their deliverance from various perils and 
dangers, But thoſe that had the Goſpel working in power 
upon then, they made it their buſineſs and work above all to 
bleſs the Lord for the Goſpel ; and therefore who dare 
charge upon them the contempt of the Goſpel ? Bur, 


Seventhly and laſtly, There were none within nor with- 
out the Walls of London, that have ſufftred ſo many things, 
and ſuch hard things for the enjoyment of the Goſpel in its 
power and purity, as they have done who have found the 
powerful and ſaving work of the Goſpel upon their own 
Souls: fuch have been as ſigns and wonders in 1/rael, in 
Linden, Now what folly and vanity would'it be tocharge 
them with (lighting, ſcorning, and contemning of the Gol 
v who have been the only ſufferers for the Goſpel ſake. 
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| Judah deſolave, without an inbabitant, Verſe 12. Who is the 


| contrafts, or in her publick tranſaRions and capitulations 


The (in that beings the fizry Diſpenfation upon a People, 
and that provokes the Lord to lay their Cities deſolate, isa 
courſe, a trade of lying, Nahm 3. 1. Wo to the bloody City, 
it is all fall of lyes, Verſe 9. And it ſhall come 16 pſd, that al 
they that look upon thee, fhall flee from thee, and ſay Nineveb i 
laid waſte, who will bemoan her ? whence ſhall I ſeek comforter, 
fer thee # Verſe 13. Bebold, thy people in the midſt of thee arc, 
women : the gates of thy land ſhall be ſet wide open to thine 
enemies : the fire ſhall devonr thy bars, that is, thy ſtrong holds , 
for ſo the word bars is frequently taken, as you may (ee by 
comparing the <criptures in the Margine together, Nineveb 
was a great City, a rich City, a populous City, a trading 
City ; *ewas a City that was wholly made up of fraud and 
falſhood z it was all full of lyes, or it was full of all ſorts of 
lyes : there was notruth to * found cither in her private 


with other Nations ; and therefore the Lord reſolves to lay 
her deſolate, and to conſume her with fire, So Fer. 9. 3. 
And they bend their tongues like their bow for lyes, Verſe 5, 
And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not ſpeak 
the trath :; they have taught their tougne to ſpeak les, and weary 
themſelves to commit iniquity, Verſe 9. Shall I not viſit for 
theſe things ? ſaith the Lord ; Shall not my ſoul be avenged on 
ſuch a nation as thu ? Verſe 10. For the mountains will I take 
up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilder. 
neſi a lamentation, becauſe they are burnt up : ſo that none can 
vaſi throwgh them, neither can men bear the voice of the cattel 

both the fowl of the beavens, and the beaſts are fled, they are 
gone. Verſe 11. And 1 will make Fernſalem beaps(as Lendon is 
this day) and a den of dragons, and 1 will make the cities of 


wiſe man that may underſtand this ? and who is be to whom 
the mouth of tbe Lord hath foken, that be may declare it, for 
what the land periſheth, and is burnt up like a wildernefi that 
none paſſeth through ? The Jews had ſo inured and accuſtom- 
ed their tongues to ſpeak Iyes, they had got ſuch a haunt, a 


habit, and cuſtom of lying, that they could not leave it : And] 
chis was the procuring cauſe of that dreadful and utter deya-| 


— —— —— 


+ . 


 fation| 
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ſtation that befel their City and Country, Hy. 4. 1, 2, 3.| 
Hear the Word of the Lord, ye children of Iſrael, for the Lord 
hath a controverſie with the inbabitants of tbe land, becawſe 
there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land, 
By ſwearin 1, and lying, and killing, and ſtealing, and commu- 
ting a4ultery, they break ont, and blood touch:th blood, There. 
fore ſhall the land mourn, and every ene that dwelleth therein 
ſhall lanzuiſh, with the beaſts of the field, and with the fowl: of 
beaven ; yea, the fiſhes of the ſea alſo ſhall be taken away. This 
people made it their common praQice to lye, they were gi- 
ven up toa courſe, a trade of Iying, which God here threat- 
ens to puniſh with an extream and univerſal deſolation, A 
lye is a voluntary and wilful telling of an untruth, with a 
purpoſe to deceive ; fo that three things are required to the 
nature of a lye. 1. There muſt be an untruth and falſeneſs 
inthe thing, 2. This untruth muſt be known to be ſo, he 
muſt be conſcious to himſelf that ir is falſe, 3. He muſt have 
an intent and purpoſe to utter this falſhood with a defire'or 
deſign to deceive another by it. Auguſtine makes eight ſorts 
of Lyes ; bur the School-men reduce all to three. 1. Is joco- 
{«m, the porting Lye. 2; Is officioſwm, the helpful Lye. 3. 
[s pernicioſam, the pernicious and hurtful Lye, 


Firſt, There is mend.cium joeoſum, the ſporting Lye ; and = 
this is when men will lyc and tell untruths tro make men 
(port, to make men merry, Of this fin the Prophet Hoſea | 
complains, Chap. 7. 3. They make the King glad with their 
wickedneſs, and the Princes with their lyes, Courtiers frame |1,;,, ....: 
tions, and tell ridiculons ſtories to delight Princes, Among | ved opinion 
many Courtiers loud lyes: are eſteemed ornaments and ele- | in theſe days, 
gancies of ſpeech ; and none arc accounted ſoſweet and pleas | 'hat, 24i ne- 
ant in their diſcourſe, as thoſe that can tell the moſt pleafing - . _ > 
Iyes: but ſuch Mirth-mongers and Mirth-makers may do| yg 
well to remember, that ſuch kind of mirth will bring bitter. 
neſs in the end, If for every idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, | Math. 12. 36, 
they muſt give an account in the'day of Judgment. then ſure. Phil. 5. 4. 
ly much more for every lying word. Andiif fooliſh talking 
and jeſting be condemned, then ſurely lying talking, and 
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Exod, 1. 15: 
ro the 20. 
Joſh. 2. 1. to 
verl. 9, 

1 Kings 13. 
14.t0 27. 


| Gen. 29. 19+ 


Rom. 3.8, 


Job 13. 7+ 


jcſting ſhall be much more condemned, if not here, yer in 
the great day, when all lying Jeſters ſhall hold up their 
hands ac Chriſts Bar. Now were there none within nor | 
without the Walls of London, that were guilty of merry lyer, 
of ſporting lyes 2 Bur, | 


| Secondly, There is mendacium officioſwm, the officious lye, 
the helpful lyc ; and that is when a man lyes to help him. 
(elf or others at a pinch, at a dead lift. When men ye cither 
to prevent ſome danger they fear, or elſe to bring about 
ſome good they delirc, then they tell an officicus Iye, Thus 
the ian Midwives lyed, and thus Rabab lyed, and thus 
the old Prophet lyed, who contrary to the command of 
God, perſwaded the man of God to go back and cat bread 
with him under the pretence of a divincRevclation. And thus 


ever had a merry day,a good day after it ; for God followed 
him with varicty of troubles, and his ſorrows, like Jobs Meſ. 
ſengers, came poſting in one after another, even to his dying | 
day, that both himſelf and others might ſee what bitterneſs is 
wrapt up in oficious l[yes, Solon reproving Theſpis (the _ 
for lying, Theſpis anſwered him, that it was not materia 

ſceing it was but in ſporty then S#lon beating the ground 
with his taff, ſaid, If we commend lying in ſport, we (hall 
find it afterwards in good carneſt, In all our bargains and 
dealings, letus make it our wiſdom and our work to remem- 
ber, That we muſt not do evil, that good may come, yea, we 
mult not tell a lyc to ſave all the Souls under Heaven, The 
Priſciallanifts in Spain ( a moſt peſtiſentious Se) taught in 
Amnguſtines time, That it was lawful to lye for the helping of} 
a good cauſe, and for the propagating of the Goſpel, and 

for the advantage of Religion. But Auguſtine confuted 
them, and ftoatly affcrts in two Books, That we are not to 
tell an officious lye, to tell a lye for no hurt, but, for good, 
though it were to fave all the world, Will ye fpeak wicked. 
ly for God, and talk, deceirfully for him ? ſaith Fob to his 
friends > A man may as well commit fornication with che 


Facob told his father an officious(threefold)lye,but be hardly | 


\Moabiter to draw them to our Religion, or ſtcal from « ry 
ric 
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[= '0 give to the poor, as lye to do another man a good 
turn. Nepos reporteth of Epaminondss, a noble man of 
| Thebes, and a famous Warriour, that he would never lye in 
 j:ſt nor in carneft, cicher for his own or anothers gain. Thi: 
refined H-athen will one day riſe in Judgment againſt ſuch 
kind of Chriſtians, who take a great pleaſure in officious lyes, 
Now were there none within nor without the Walls of 
London, that delighted themſelves in officious lyes } Bur, 


Thirdly, (and to come cloſer to our work ) There is 
mendacium pernicioſem, the pernicious and hurtful Lye ; and 
this of all lyes is the worſt, When men will lyc out of a 
defign to hurt, to cheat, to defraud, or to make a prey of 
thoſe they deal wich : this is the ſoreft of all lyes. Now ' Arn 
rampant was this fort of Lying among all ſorts of Citizens 
belore London was in flames > What a common trade of ly- 
ing did many ( oy not all ) drive in their buying and (cl- 
ling ? The trade of lying'was got into every Trade, as if 
there had been no Iiving-but by lying ? Many Sellers had 
their lyes to ſet off their Commodities : it is good, it is 
very good, it's ſpecial good, it's the beſt of its kind z when 
'ewas naught, very naught, yea, ftark naught : of this ſort 
there are none ſo good in the City, when their conſciences 
told them, that they had much better in their own Shops ; 
that their Commodity coft them ſo much, and that they 
could not abate, nor would not abate any thing of that price 
they had pitcht, though it were to their own father or mo- 
ther; and yet rather then they would loſe a good Cufto- 
mer, they preſently agree at a lower price, And ſo when 
poor Workmen came to their Shops, and offered their Com- 
modities to fell, being forced thereunto for the relief of 
themſelves and their miſerable families, they lighted their 
Commodities, telling them, that they had no need of them, 
and that they had much' of thoſe Commodities upon their 
hands already, and that they had no way to vend them ; and 
all tobeat down the price, and to make a prey of their prel- 
ling neceſfity ; and all this when they wanted thoſe very 
Commodities, and had more vend for them then they knew 


Gen. 39. 13. 
ro the 20, 
2 Kings g, 22, 
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Io 
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how to ſupply, Now as the Scller abounded with his Iyes, 
o the Buyer had his lyes too z and all to bring down the 
price : it's naught, it's naught, it's very naught, faith the 
Buycr, I will not give you your price,” and yet gives it be. 
fore he goes out of the Shop or Warc-houſe. I have bought 
as good, yea, better for a lower price then what 1 offer you 
(ith the Buyer) when yet he had never bought of that 
Commodity before. Uſe me well (faith the Buyer) and you 
ſhall have my cuſtom another time, when in his heart he re- 
ſolves never to come into the Sellers Shop more. Ab, Lon- 
don | London ! *cis theſe Lyes and Lyars-that have made 
thee deſolate, and that have laid thy glory in the duſt, O 
Sirs /. a man were better be a loſer then a lyar, a man ,were 
better, much better, to keep his Commodity, then to ſe | his 
Conſcience with his Commodity. We hate-the Twrks for 
ſelling of Chriſtians for Slaves ; and what ſhall we then 


their precious Souls for half a Crown, yea, oftentimes for a 
Penny ? I have read that there wasa time when the Romans 
did wear Jewels on their (hoes : but Lyars do worſe; for 
they trample that matchleſs Jewel, viz. their precious Souls 
under feet. Doubtleſs the lycs that'were told in London, 
and the Lyars that lived in London, did more thena little 
help on the ruine of London, . Now that you may the better 
read and underſtand the Righteouſneſs of God in his higheſt 
a&s of ſeverity againſt Lycs and Lyars, premiſe with me 
briefly theſe four things, 


| Firſt, That lying is a very great fin, *cis a tranſgreflion 
not of one, but of many of the Royal Laws of Heaven, Levit, 
19. 11. Te ſpall not lye one to another, Zacha, $. 16. Speak 
ye every man the truth to by neighbour, Eph. 4. 25. Where 
fore putting away lying, ſpeak, every man truth with his neigh- 
boxer ; for we are members one of another, In the body of 
man one member will not 1ye to another ; the hand will not 
lye, in telling what it toucheth ; the tongue will nor lye, in 
telling what it taſteth ; the eye will not lye, in'telling what 


chink of thoſe Citizens, who by lying ſell themſelves and} 


it ſeeth ; but every member is a true witneſs to another, a | 
true 
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true Witneſs to his neighbour ; and ſo ic ſhould be both in 
the Politick Body, and in the Myftical Body of Chritt, ſec- 
ing we are members one of another, Every one ſhould ſpeak 
the cruth with his neighbour : One member ja the natural 
body will not mock another, nor make a fool of another ; 
and why then ſhould one Cariftian by Jying mock another, 
or make a fool of another ? Tremellixs tranſlates it thus : Ne 
atxm agito, Donot play the fool with him. For certainly 


another, Col, 3.9. Lye nit one to another, ſeeing that ye have 
put off the old man with his deds, Gods Commands arc 
not like thoſe that are cafily reverſed, but they are like thoſe 
of. the Medes, that cannot be changed, To a& or run croſs 


to. Gods expreſs command (though under pretence of Reye- | 


lation from God ) is as much as a mans life is worth, as you 
may ſee in that fad ſtory, 1 Kings 13, *Tis a dangerou: 
thing for.a man to negle& one of his commands, who by 
another is able to command him into nothing, or into Hcl]. 
What Cod commands muſt be put in {pecdy execution, with- 
out denying, or delaying, or diſputing the difficulties that 
attend it, , The great God will not endure to: be call:d'to 
an account by the poor Creature concerning his Royal 
Commands z bur expeQs that with all ccadineſs and chear- 
fulneſs we ſhould obey what he requires, even when: the res: 


ſhines moſt, tranſparently and gioriouſly. I have read of one 
fobannes Abbas, who being commanded by his Confeffor- to 
go ſume miles every day to water a dry ſtick, which he ac- 


more then ſhould we readily obey divine commands, which 
are all holy, ſpiritual, juſt,and good, conſidering the Aucho. 
rity,Soveratgnty,and Majeſty of the greatGod; without dif. 
; puting the reaſons of o»r obedience z for let a mans reaſons; 


| though never ſo many and weighty, be put into.ont ſcale and | 


Gods abſolute command weighed againſt theminitheother, 
{the man may well write TEKEL, They are weighed in 
| the balance, and found 109 light, ,O Sirs ! the Angels thit 
| excel 


, 
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be is the vericſt fool, who by lying thinketh to make a fool of | 


ſon of aur obedience is hid from our eyes ; for-then grace | 


Dan. 5. 


Obedrentia non 


mandaza, ſed 
fact, Pra. 
(per, 


Gen. 22, 


cordipgly did out of a pure reſpe& to the command of. his 
Superior, without diſpuiing the reaſon of ir, ' Oh, how much |! 


Caſſianus, | 4, 
cap. 24+ 


== 


Dan. 8. 27, 


diſcutit Det +} 


Pſal, 103, 20, | 
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Exod. 34-5. 


Deurt. 32+ 4. 
Ia. 65. 16, 
; 


Pal. 21.5, 
Pſal. 86, 15: 


Rom. 3. 4+ 
Gen. 1. 
Chap. 6. 


3 2, 


.| Again, They themſelves ſhew bow ye tmrned to God from Jdols, to 


excel in ſtrength do his Commandments ; and ſhall the Pea- 
fant ſcorn that work in which the Prince himſelf is engaged ? 
The Commands of God, both in the O!1d and New 1 cita. 
ment, lye fair and full againſt lying : and therefore no won-, 
der, if God revenge the habitval breach of them in flames of 
fire, The Holy Ghoſt in the Hebrew tongue calleth a Lye 
Aven, which alſo fignificth Iniquity ; implying that all Iyes 
are iniquity, and that al! iniquity is after a ſort included in a 
lye, which doth ſufficiently evidence, that lying is no {mall 
(in. I might further argue thus, That which is contrary to 
God, who is the choiceſt and the chicfct good ; yea, who is 
goodneſs and truth it ſelf, that muſt needs be the greateſt 
evil: but lying is contrary to the Nature, Ffſence, and Being 
of God, witnels the deſcription that he gives of himſelf both 
in the Old and New Teftament, And the Lord paſſed by be. 
fore bim, and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
graciow, long. ſuffering, and abundant in goodn'fs and trmth, 
So Moſes in his Song : He is @ God of truth, and without ini- 
quity, juſt and right is be, So Eſay : He who bleſſeth himſelf 
in the earth, ſhall bI;fl bimſelf in the God of truth ; and be that 
[weareth in the carth, ſhall ſwear by the God of truth» So the 
Pfalmiſt : Thox hoſt redeemed me, O Lord God of truth Again, 
Thou, O Lord, art plenteous in mercy and truth. So in the 
New Teftament : Let God be true, and every man a har, 


ſerve the living and trme God, Though God can make a 
world with a word of his mouth, and mar a world with a 
word of his mouth ; yet he can neither dye nor lye, Titw 
1.2. In _=_ of eternal life, which God that cannot lhe, promi- 
{ed before the world began : yea, it is impoſſible for God to 
lye- Heb. 6. 18. That by two immutable things, in which it 
w45 impoſſible for God to lze. Now by all theſe plain pregnant 
Texts'tis moſt evident, that lying is moſt oppoſite and con- 
trary to the very Nature,” Efſence, and Being of God z, and 
therefore no wonder, if the anger and wrath of God riſes 
high againſt ir, But, : 


Secondly, Confider this, that pernicious Lyes and Lyars 


arc 
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are very deſtruftive to all humane Socictics, Kingdoms, and 
Common-wealths. Lying deſtroys all Socicty,all Commerce, 
and Converſe among the Sons of men. Man ( as the Philo» 
ſopher obſerveth ) is {Gy aedair: xby , a ſociable Creature, 
Speech is the means whereby men have ſociety and commerce 
one with another, Now lying perverts that order which 
the God of truth hath appointed to be among the Sons of 
men. 'Tis the will and pleaſure of God, that the Sons of 
men converfing together, ſhould by their words and ſpeeches 
and diſcourſes impart and communicate their minds, dc. 
figns, intentions, and ma one to another, for the mutu. 
al good of one another, and for the profit and begefic of the 
whole, Now if there be nothing in mens words, but lying, 
deceit, and frand inſtead of truth, what can follow but con- 
fion and deſolation 2 When the language of men was con- 
founded, fo that one could not tell what another ſpake, then 
preſently followed the diflolution of their combination ; for 
the Lord ſcattered them abroad from thence, upon the face 
of all the Earth, and they left off to build the City: when, Gen. 11.79, 8. 
one asked brick (ſaith a Rabbin) another brought clay, and| x, 5,1, 

they fell together by the cars, and one dafhed out the| The Hebrew 
thers brains z and by thls means their communion was dif- | PoRors ſay, 
olved, and God brought on them the evil which they ſoughe = at this | 

—- - perſion 

to prevent, verſ. 4. But ſurely a lying tongue is a far worſe | cre wore 
enemy to Society then an unknown tongue : and muclfbet- | feventy Nati- 
ter it Is for a man to have no ſociety at all, then with ſuch as | 015 with ſe- 
: cannot believe what they ſay; or if he do, he ſhall be m—_— 


ure to be deceived by them. Concerning ſuch, we may well \- 49.6 
take vp the words of Facoh : O my ſoul, come not thou into p(al, 1:0, 2, 
their ſecret, unto their aſſembly ; mine honour, be not thou uni- | Jer. 9. 1, to 
ted, And pray with David : Deliver my ſoul, O Lord, from , *< 6. 
lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue, Jeremiah did ſo toath 
and abominarte the ſociety of Lyars, hat he had rather live in 
a Wilderneſs, then live among them, or have any thing to 
do with them. Lyars deſtroy that Communion and Sociery 
that by the Law of God, Nature, and Nations they ought to 
preſerve and maintain. Lying diffolves that mutual truſt 
that we ſhould have with one another ; for hereby all Con- 
rats, 
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Titus 1+ 2- 
Ifa, 65+ 16, 


Mendax hxx | cra&s, Covenants, and Intercourſe of dealings berween man 
Farnham, 4 [and man, which is { as it were) the life of the Kingdom or 
Agr nt Common=wealth, arc quire overthrown, When mcn make 
credatar. no conſcience of lying, nor of keeping their word any further 


| 


then either fear of loſs, -or force of Law compelleth them, 
all Civil communion is at an end, There can be no truſt 
where there is no truth, nor -no Commerce with thoſe that 
cannot be truſted. . The Scthians had a Law, that it any 
man did {do peccata contorquere ) bind two fins together, a 
lye and an oath, he was to loſe his head, becauſe this was the 
way totake away all faith and truth among men. Had this|- 
Law been pur in execution in London, | have reaſon enough to 
fear that many Ci.izens would have loſt their heads long be- 
fore they had loſt their houſes by the late dreadtul Fire, Now 
ſceing that pernicious lying, a courſe, a trade of lying, is.fo 
deftro&ive to humane Socicty, why ſhould we wonder to (ee 
the Lord appear in flaming fire againſt ic ? But, 


Thirdly, Conſider, that lying is a lin that is moſt odious 
and hatefal to God ;: yea, a fin that makes men ocffous and 
hateful to him. Lying is repugnant unto God ; for God is 
«avdJs; one that-cannot Iye. He is DW WI the God of | 
ruth, and therefore lying cannot but be odious tohim. God 
is faidnot only to forbid a lyc, but to hate a lye,- A lye, 'tis 
an atWmination. Now we abominate that which is contra» 
ry to-our natures, Amongſt thoſe things that arc an abomi- 
nation to the Lord, a lying tongue is reckoned, Prov, 6. 16, 
17. Theſe ſix things doth the Lord hate, yes, ſeven are an ab. 
mination 0 bim, A prond look,, a lying tongne, or as the He- 
brew runs, a tongue of lying, that is, a tongue that hath learn» 
ed the trade, and can do it artificially ; a tongue that is ac+ 
cuſtomed'to lying, a tongue that is delighted in lying, So 
Verſe 19. A falſe witneſs that fpeaketh lyes, and bim that ſow- 
eth diſcord among brethren, Among, theſe ſeven things abo- 
minated by God, lying is twice repeated, to note how great 
an abomination lying is in the eye and account of God, Prov.| 
12. 22, Lying lips are an abomination tothe Lord ; not only 
offenſive or odious, but abominable, Lyars pervert the an 
or 
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notions of the mind, and therefore the Lord loaths them, 
and plagues them in this life with great ſeverity, as you may 
ſce in thoſe fad inſtances of Gehazi, whoſe lyc was puniſhed 
wich a perpecual leprofie upon himſelf and his poſterity z and 
of An anias and Sapphira, who for their lying were puniſhed 
with preſent and ſudden death ; and of Heamen, whoflan- 
dering Mordecai and the Jews, and by his lyes plotting their 
ruine, was taken in the ſame ſnare that he had laid for 
them, and both he and his Sons hanged upon the ſame Gal- 
lows which he had made for innocent Mordecai. The ſame 
Lyar that was feaſting with the King one day, was made a 
feaſt for Crows the next day. Dreadful are the threatnings 
that the great God has given out againſt lyars, Fſal, 5. 6. 
Thou fhalt deſtroy them that ſpeak, leaſing, Such as, lye in 
{jcſ, will without repentance go to Hell In carneſt, Pſa/.12.3. 
The Lord ſhall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that 
þ:aketh proud things, God by one {Fur or another, in 
one way or another, will cut off all flattering lying lips, as a 
rotten member is cut off from the body, or as a barren tree 
that is ſtocked up, that it may cumber the ground ho more, 
Pſal, 120. 2,3,4. Deliver my ſoul, O Lord, from lying lipsand 
from a deceitful tongue ! What ſhall be given unto thee ? or what 
{hell be done unto thee, thon falſe tongue ? ſharp arrows of the 
| Mighty (God will retaliate ſharp for ſharp) with coals of ju- 
niper, The coals of Juniper burn hot, and laſt long (f 
ſay; a month'and more )) and ſme!1 ſweet., Now upon theſe] 
coals will God broil lying lips, and a deceitful tongue, plea- 
ing himſelf and others in the execution of his wrath upon a 
yng 
niſhed, \and be that fpeaketh thes ſhall nt eſcape. Though men | 
ſometimes by lying may eſcape the diſpleaſure of men'; yer 
they ſhall never by lying cſcape the wrath and diſpleaſure 


who bath taughe his rongue the. trade of lying, Hsſc 12..1, 

Epbraim 4aily increaſeth lyes' and deſolation. Deſolation is 

the fruje and conſequent of lying; fin and puniſhmene 

| iofeparable companions : my who heap up lyes; wy ens 
© 
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for which God created ſpecch, which was to give light to the 


Cfome | 
tongue, Prov. 19. 5. A falſe witneſs ſhall not be unpu« |, 


of God. Wrath is for that man, and that man is for wrath, | 
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Chap. 7. 9. 
And Chap. g, 
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| ſolation both upon themſclyes and the places where they 
live. Now if lying be a fin fo hateful and odious to Ged, 
[no wonder, if God appears in flaming fice againſt it, But, 


PS Fourthly and laſtly, Lying is a fin againſt the Light and 
4 - ; 

Law of Nature, it is a (in againſt natural Conſcience ; and 
therefore *cis that a little child will bluſh many timcs when 
he tells a lye. It was obſerved of Pomponixs Atticus, Ciceroes 
| great Friend, that he never uſed lying, neither conld he? 
| with patience lend his car to a Lyar. eres the Son of ” 
»w (who was worſt. ipped aza God ) was ſo ſtrit in ju "hr 

ment, that be cauſed an Ax to be held over the witnefles 
'thead to execute them out of hand, if they were taken with 
fa'ſhood or a lyc, Among the Secythians, when their Prieſts 
foretold an untruth, they were carricd along upon hurdles 
.. ,. {full of heath and dry wood drawn by oxen, and manacled 
a =_ hand and foot, and burnt to death. Ariftctlefaith, by the 
tb light of natural Reaſon, that a lye is evil in in ſelf, and can- 

| not be diſpenſed withal, it being contrary to the Order of 
Nature. For (faith he ) we have tongues given us to expreſs] | 
our minds and meanings one to another by. Now it our 
tongues tell more or lefs then our minds conceive, itis againſt 
Nature. It is faid of Epaminondss a Heathen, that he abhor- 
red mendacium jocoſurs a Jefting lye, Plntarch calls Lying a. 
Tinkerly fio, a fin that is both hatcful and ſhameful, Emri. 
pedes Gith, that he is unbappy, who rather uſcth lycs,though 
ſcemiog]y good, thentruths when he judgeth thernevil. To 
think the truth, faith Plats, is honeſt, but a filthy and diſho- 
neſt thing to lye.- I could (faith my Author ) both figh and 
| (mile as the famplicity of ſome Pagan people in Amgrica,who| 
| having told a lyc, uſed toJettheir tongues blood in expiation 
cof.. A. good cure for the,Squinancy, bur no ſatizfaRion | 
for lyinp-:: Theſe Heathens will one day riſe in Judgment|.: 
| againſt ſuch amongſt us as make no conſcience of lying. ; To 
| brin hlogy cloſe ; thoſe that lived within and without the 
Wall or Lowves, that were given.up to a.trade, a.courſe of }. * 

\YIng.s joſc perſons ſinned with a high hand, not.only againk 4 
the Light.of Nature, but alſo.againft as clear, as glotiows | 
alas : | Goſpel- 
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| Goſpel-light, as ever ſhined round a people fince Chrift was 
' upon the Earth 4; and therefore no wonder, if God hath haid | 
' their City in aſhes, He that ſhall ſerioully dwell upon theſe | 
four things, viz. 1. That lying is a very great fin, 2, That 
Lycs and Lyars are very deftrutive to all humane Socicties , 
Kingdoms, and Common-wealths, 3. That Lying is a fin 
moſt hateful and odious to God, 4. That Lying is a fin 
agaiaft the Light and Law of Nature; he will ſee cauſe enough 
to juſtific the Lofd in that late dreadful Fire that has thus: 
been amongſt us, | \.24 | 

But before I clofe up this Particular, give me leave to ay, 
That this trade, this courſe of Lying that brings that fore 
Judgment of Fire vpon Cities and Countries, I cannot charge | 
with any clar cyidence upon thoſe that did truly fear the | | 
Lord, whoſe habitations were once within or without the | | 
Walls of London, before it was turned into a ruinous heap ; | | 


and that upon theſe grounds. 


Firft, Beeauſe a trade, a courſe of Lying is not confiſtent | 
[with the trfith or ſtate of Grace, A eradr, a courſe of drun- [pr ,,, 
kennef*, of whoring, of ſwearing, of curſing, is as inconſiſtent |2,, © 3s | 
with a ſtate of Grace, as a trade, a courſe of Lying is,- I x Joh. 3-6, 7, 
ons lyed, and David lycd, and Peter lycd ; butnone |F, 9, 10- 
of theſe were ever given up to a trade of lying, to a courſe of 
tying. The beſt Saints'have had their extravagane motions, 
and have ſadly miſcarried as to particular a&ions : but he Chis als am. 
that ſhall Judge of a Chriſtians eftate by particular afts, | Jenominar. 
though notorious bad, will certainly condemn where God 
«quits, We muſt always diſtinguiſh between ſome fingle 
evil ations and a ſcrious courſe of evil ations, It is not thi«| 
or that particular evil a&jon, but a continued courſe of evil 
aQions that denominates a man wicked. As ic is not this or | 
that particular good aR, bur a continued courſe of holy a&ti- 
ons that denominates a man holy, Every man is as his courſe 
is if his courſe be holy, the man is holy ;-if his courſe be 
wicked, the man is wicked. There is a Maxime in Logick,viz.| _ 
That no general Rule can be eftabliſhed upon a particular | 

ance, And there is anocher Maxime in Logidh, viss That | 
2 no : 
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1 Kings 22.22, 
At 5, 3--10. 


Gen, - 


rhe courſe.of lying upon their ſcores. But, 


—— 


no particular Inſtance can overthrow a general Rule, $o 
here, look as1no man can ſafcly and groundedly conclude 
rom no. better premiſes then from ſome few particular aQti. 
$ (choughin themſelves materially and ſubſtantially good) 
that this or that mans ſpiritual cſtate is ge ; ſo on the other 
and, no manovght to-conclude becauſe of ſome particular 
finfula&ions and extravagant motions, that this or that mans 
piritual eſtate is bad, A trade of Lying can never ſtand 
with.a tradeof Holineſs, a courſe of Lying can never ſtand 
with a courſe of Godlineſs. Though the Needle of the Sea, 
mans Compaſs may jog this way and that way ; yet the bent 
of the Needle will {11 be Nocthward : So though a F acob, 
a David, a' Peter may have thcir particular finful joggings 
this way or that way ; yet the bent of their hearcs will till 
be God. wards, Chriſt-wards, Heaven- wards, and Holineſs. 
wards, Bur, | 
Secondly, Such as did truly fear the Lord within or with- 
out the Walls of London,ſuch did in their ſolemn Addrefles to 
the Lord, both together and apart,” lament and bewail that 
trade, that courſe of lying that was predominant .among 
many that day z; and therefore 1 dare not charge the trade, 


Thirdly, A lye draws its Pedigree from the Devil, and 
ſuch as make a trade of lying , ſuch are certainly Satans 
children, Fob.'$, 44. Te are of your father the devil, and the 


ginning, and abode not in thetruth, becauſe there is no truth in 
him, When he ſpeaketh a lyc, he ſpeaketh of his own ; for 
he isa lyar, and the father of it. Satan is the father of all 
fing, as well as the father of Iyes ; but here he is ſaid tobea 


luſts of your father ye will do ;, be was s murtberer from the bes | 


jLyar and the Father of ir, becauſe by lying he firſt brought | 
fininto the world. - Satan began his Kingdom by a lyc, and 
by lyes he till labours to uphold it. He is the Inventer and}; 
Author of all the lyes that be in the world. The Devils | 
{breafts, fays Latber, are. very fruitful with lyes. Lyacrs arc 
the Devils children by imitation ; there are none that reſem-| 


0 
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ble him ſagmuch to the life a8 Lyars do: they are as like him, | 
lon I, . as 
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as if my were ſpit out of the very mouth of him. Lying is 
a part of the Devils Image. Ocher fins make men like beaſts, 
bue this of lying makes men like Devils. Leo ſpeaking of Ly- 
ing, ſaith : Totam vim ſuam in mendacio diaboluy collocavit, 
omniaq; deceptionum genera de boc venenatiſſimo artis [ne fone 
produxiz $ The Devil hath placed his whole ſtrength in lying, 
and from this moſt poyſoned fountain of his craft, hath he 
brought farth all kinds of deceit. Now upon this account 
alſo, I dare nat charge the trade of lying upon ſuch who 
feared the Lord within or without the Walls of London. 

h many that make a profeſſion of Chriſt, are no more 
like Chrift then Michols Image of Goats hair was like David ; 
yet. all ſuch as are really united to Chriſt, they are like to 
Chrift, they bear upon them the Image of Chriſt, they re- 
ſerable bim to the life, Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a fountain, in 
which whoſoever bathes, and of which whoſoever drinks, 
they ſhall be ſure to be changed into the ſame likeneſs from 
glory to glory (that is, from a lower degree of grace, to a 
Ricker. derree) even as by-theSpirit of the Lord. | Such- as 
truly fear the Lord, have an Image of Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs ſtampe upon them, and do more reſemble Chriſt 
then Satan ; and therefore the trade. of lying may not be 
[charged upon them. But, 


Fourthly, Have they not choſen rather to ſuffer, then by 


man, that being upon the Rack, bad her Perſecutors do their 
worſt ; for ſhe was reſolved rather todye then to lye, Has 
not much of this ſpirit been upon them ; and therefore I-dare 
not charge the trade of lying upon them ? But, 


; . Fiſthly, Sach as truly feay the Lord, they hate lying, 
as he hated Hell it ſelf, So Prov.ng.s. 4 righteow man hg. 


teth lying, Lying is anoiſom ſtinking weed, and therefore a 
fi teous man abhors to touch ir,” he hates to come near'it, 


lying eicher to free themſelves from ſufferings, or to ſecure | 
themſclyes againſt ſufferinzs > Ferom writes of a brave Wo. | 


Pſal. 119 163+ I hate and abbor lying, David hated lying | 


of | 


j 


Joh. r. 16 
2 Cor, 3.18. 


Phil. 4. 23, 24- 
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Ind can by no means endure the ſcent of it inothers, leaſt 


all! 
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all in himſelf... Faftin Martyr ſpeaking of the perſecuted 
Chriftians, hath this memorablc Saying ( 7n noftra eff pate: 
Hate, ut quem inquirimur negen.w ; ſed vivere nolun us mnda- 
citer quicquam loquentes ) It is in our power, when we arc 
(ought for and examined, to deny what we are, what we be. 
{lieve 5 but we will-not live ſpeaking any thing ' untruly,- 
| Theſe blefied Souls fo hated and abkorred lying, that they 

would rather dyc then lye, -A Jye, faith Plato, is odious not 
only to the Gods, but alſo to. every wife man. Cleobulm, 
another Heathen, affirmeth, that every wiſe prudent may 
thatetha lye. Eraſmus had ſuch an Antipathy again Iyi 
that ſom his youth he would uſually tremble at the fight 
ja noted Lyar. Now upon this account alſo, I dare*nox 
-pu the tradc of lying upon their ſcore that truly fear the 
Lo . 


 * Sixthly, Lying is that fad CharaRter and black Brand 
that the Lord hath only put upon wicked and ungodly men, | 
|Pſal. 4. 2. O ye ſons of men (ye Grandees who are potent at| 
Court ) how tong will ye tur:*my glory into ſhame ? bow | 
will ye love vanity and ſeek, after leafing ? Pal. 58. 3. "The 
wicked are eftranged from the womb, they go aftray #s ſoon as 
they be born ſpeaking lyer, no ſooner could they do any thing, but 
they were doing evil, liſping gxt lyes even as ſoon as they were 
born. Iſa. 30. 8, 9. Now go, write it before them in a table, 
and note it in a book,, that it may be for the time to come, for ever 
and ever, Why, what maſt he write? mark verſ. 9: That 
this is @ rebellious people, tying children, children that will net 
hear the law of the Lord, Now upon this account allo, ! dare 
10t charge the trade of lying upon them that feared the Lord 
in that great City before it was laid in aſhes. Byt, | 


Seventhly, A trade of lying is inconfiftent with the Rela. 
ion of Children, 1/a.63. 8. Surely they are my people, children 
that will not lye, ſo be was their Saviour, God makes tFis the 
:ar-mark of his people, that they arc children that will not 
lye. When the Heathen Philoſopher was askt, in what things 
men were moſt like unto God, he anſwered, In thcir (peak. 
ing of truth; Not lying is one of the choice Charafters by 


which | 


W the late fiery Diſpenſation, 


127 


which the Lord doth diffcrence and diſtinguith hisown pe- 


ſhall do no iniquity, nor ſpeak, lyes : neitber ſhall a de. 
tongue be found in their montb, In the primitive times 
was a common Saying : Chriſtiauas eſt, non mentierur, He 
a Chriſtian, he will not lye. Rev. 14. 5, Aud in their mouth 
« found no guile : for they are without fault - before the 
Throge of God, Now upon this account alſo, I dare not charge 

trade of lying upon thoſe gracious Souls that feared the 
Lord within or without the Walls of Loudon, before it was 
into a ruinous heap, But, 


Eighthly and laſtly, Lyars are reckoned amongſt the ba- 
and che worſt of Gnners that you read of in all the Book 


lrael 


h, neither lye one to another, Prov. 6..16, 17, 18, 19. Theſe 
fx things doth the Lord bate, yea, ſeven are an abomination to 
A proud look , a lying tongue, and hands that fhed inno- 
t blood, An beart that deviſeth wicked imaginations, feet 
be ſwift in running to miſchief. A falſe wimeſt that rake 
hes, and bim that ſoweth diſcord among brethren, So the 
Apoſtle Paul ſetting down a Catalogue of the baſeſt and 
of finners, he ranks Iyars in the rere of them, 1 Tim, 

1: 9, 10. Kuowing this that the law is not made for @ righteous 
man, but for the lawleſs and diſobedient , for 'the nngodly and 


w (inners, for nnboly and propbane, for murderers of fatbers, | 


and murderers of mothers, for man=ſliyerr., For whoremongert, 


or them that defile themſelves with mankind, for men-ſtealers, | 


for lyars, for perjured perſons, So Fobn numbers them amongſt 
the damned crew, Rev. 21. 8, That ſhall be ſent to helly and 
that muſt periſh for ever, Rev. 21.8. But the fearful and 


mengers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all lyars ſhall have 
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimſtont, 


crew, the fearful are placed in the Front, and the lyars in the 


therers, 


: m2:% che For without ave dogs, and ſorcerert; and mur- 


jar people from other men, Zephas. 3. 13. The remnant of 


God, Levit. 19, 11, Te ſhalinot teal, neither deal falſe- | 


—_— 


unbelieviny, and the abominable, and murtherers, and whore- | 


which is the ſecond death, In this Catalogue of the damned | 
Rere, Sce once more' how the Holy Ghoſt couples lyars, | 


- Om 
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{ theſe three things obſervable, 


ſtroyed, and (ome ſay, thirtcen Cities were deſtroyed when 


| and Gomorrah, and the Cities about them was total, both in 
| reſpe& of the Inhabitants, and the places themſelves ; their 


therers, and whoremongers, and idolaters, and whoſoever loveth 
and makgth a lye, Thus you ſee in all theſe Scriptures, that 
lyars arenumbred up among the rabble of the moſt deſpe. 
rate and dep'!orable Wretches that arc in all the world z and 
therefore upon this account alſo, I cannot charge the trade of 
lying upon thern that: feared the Lord, whoſe habirations 
were once within or without the Walls of London, 


The cighth fin that brings the Judgment of Fire, is mens 
giving themſelves over to fornication, and going afrer ſirange 
flclh, Jude 7, Even as Sodems and Gomorrah, and the Citte, 
about them, in like manner giving themſelves over to fornication, 
and going afier ſtrange fleſh, are ſet forth for an example, ſuf. 
fering the vengeance of eternal fire, In theſe words thereare 


Firſt, The places puniſhed, and they are Sodem and Go 
morrah, and the Cities about them, which were Admah and 
Zeboim, Egeſippus, and Stephenws ſay, that ten Citics were de. 


Sodom was deſtroyed : but theſe things 1 (hall Q 
(8) 


impoſe 
upon you as Articles of Faith, The overthrow 


Sodom 


fin was univerſal, and. their puniſhment was as univerſal, 
That pride, idlencſs, and fulneſs of bread that is charged up- 
on them by the Prophet Ezekzel, did uſher in thoſe abomina- 
ble wickednefſes that laid all waftc and deſolate. 


Secondly, The fins that broyght theſe puniſhments, viz, 
The giving themſelves over to fornication, and going after 
ſtrange fleſh : The firſt is, Giving themſelves over to fornication, 
Now the word [ Fornication} is not to be taken properly and 
ftriily for that a& of uncleanneſs that is often committed 
between perſons unmarricd ; but it is here to be taken for all 
ſorts of carnal uncleanneſs, The Heathen thought fornication 
no vice, and therefore they made it a common cufiom, and 
were wont to pray thus : The Gods increaſe the number of the 
Harlot:. 
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Herlows, The ſecond fin thatis charged upon thery is, Their 


words in the Original run.) The Apoſtle in this modeſt and 
covect expreſſion, Going after flrange fleſh, or other fl:ſh, or 
another fleſh, doth hint to us their monſtrous and unlawful 
| uſts char were againſt che Courſe, Lighr, and Law of Na- 
ture ; they gave themſelves up to ſuch filthineſs, as is ſcarce 
wbe named among men z they went after other fleſh then 
what Nature or the God of Nature had appointed. The 
great God never appointed that male and male, but only 
that male and femalc ſhould be one fleſh ; *ris impoſſible that 
man and man in that exccrable a& ſhould make one flcth, as 
man and woman do, The flcſh of a male to a male muſt 
needs be another fleſh, The Apoſtle Paxl expreficth their 
filthineſs thus. For even their women did change the natural 
uſe into that which i againſt nature 3 and likewiſe alſo the men 
leaving the natural mſe of the women, burned in their Iuft one 
whos another : men with men, working that which is unſeem. 
ly, Chryſoſtom well obſerves on theſe words, that whereas by 
Gods Ordinance in lawful copulation by Marriage, twg be- 
\cameone fleſh, both Sexes were jJoyned together in one.z by 
Sodemitical uncleanneſs the ſame fleſh is divided into two, 
men with men working uncleannefs as with wamen of one 
|Sex, making cas it were) two, The Genii'es had left the 
God of Nature, and therefore the Lord in. bis juſt Judgment 
left them to cave the order of Natore,, and: (o: to.caſt ſcorn 
and comtempt upon the whole humane Nature, 


Again, There is another ſore of pollution by ſtrange fleſh, 
and that is a carna! joyning of a man with a beaſt, which is 
prohibited ; Neither ſhalt the lye with any beaſt, Oh, what 
a fink of fin is in the nature of man,the heart of man ! And as 
this pollution is prohibited, ſo *cis puniſhed with death, 4nd 
if. man lye with @ beaſt, be ſhall ſurely be put to death, and ye 
ſhall ſlay the beaft. The Lord, to ſhew the horridneſs. and 
the neſs of this beaſtly fin, commands that even the 


death, 


going after ſtrange fleſh (-oaguas irigas another fiſh, az the| 


+ harmleſs, innocent beaſt (that/is neither capable of fin; 


Ger. 2. 27, 


Levir, 18, 23. 


Chap. 20,15» 


ar of provoking am Tas to fin) mult be pac to] 
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death. Oh, how great is that pollution that pollutcs the ve: 
ry beaſts, and that makes the unclean more unclean, and that 
doth debaſe the' beaſt below a beaſt / Now to this ſort of 
pollution the beaſtly Sodomites had without doubt given up 
themſelves. 

The third thing obſervable in the words, is the ſeverity of 
their puniſhment, S»ffering the vengeance of eternal fire, We 
commonly ay, that fire and water have no mercy, and we 
have frequently experienced the truth of that ſaying. When 
God would give the world ' a proof of his greateſt ſeverity| 
againſt notorious finners and notorious fins, he doth it by in- 
flifing the Judgment of Fire ; when the Sodomites burned in 
their luſts one towards another, Then the Lord rained©on 
Sodom and Gomorrah brimſtone and fire, from the Lord ont of 
heaven, The Lord rained brimftone and fire from the Lord, 
(that is ) by an clegant Hebraiſm, from himſelf; ic being 
uſual with the Hebrews to put the Noun for the Pronoun, as 
you may ſce by comparing the Scriptures in the Margine to- 
gether. Now this fiery vengeance came not from any infe- 
rior gauſe, but from the ſupream cauſe, even God himſelf, 
This brimftone and mnrerial fre that was rained by the Lord 
out of Heaven, was ndt by any ordinary courſe cf Nature, 
but by the immediate almighty power of God. Doubt- 
lefs it was the ſupernatoral and miraculous work of the Lord, 
and not from any natural cauſe, thatſuch ſbowers, not of wa- 
ter, as when the Old world was drowned ; but of material 
fire and brimftone, ſhould fall from Heaven upon Sodom and 
wr Ct (to which add Adama and Zeboim, for all theſe} 


DTS} 


four Cities were burnt together ) God rained, not ſprinkled, 
yea, he rained not fire only, but fire and brimſtone for the in- 
creaſe of their torment, and that they might have a Hell above 
—_ a Hell on this f de Hell. They had hot fire for their 
j burning luſts, and ſtinking brimſtone for their ſtinking bru- 
tiſhneſs. They burned with vile and unnatural luſts, and 
therefore againſt the courſe of Nature fire falls down from 
Heaven,” and devours them, and their ſtinking abominable 
* [Glthiriefd' prniſhe#with the ſtench! of brimfione mingled 
with fire. / Thus God delights to fait mens puniſhments to] 


their | 


the late fiery Diſpenſation. 131 I 


their fins ; yea, that temporal fire that God rained our of 
Heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrab, was but a fore-runner ol 
their everlaſting puniſhment in that Lake which burns with | Rev. 21. 8. 
fire and brimitone for evermore. The temporal puniſh- 
ment of the impenitent Sodomites, did but make way to their 
eternal puniſhments, as Jade tells us, I readily grant, that | 
the fire of Hell was typified by that fire which Mii from Hea- 
ven upon Sodom and Gomorreb : but I cannot conceive, that 
the Apoſtle Fede in the place laſt-cited, doth intend or de- 
ign to prove that the Sodomites were deſtfoyed by Hell-fire 
for in the Hiſtory of Geneſis ( to which the Apoſtle alludes ) 
there is no mention at all of Hell-fire or of Eternal fire ; and: 
doubtleſs the example that ſhould warn finners to repent of 
their fins, and to turn to the moſt High, is to be taken from 
the Hiſtory in Geneſis. I cannot at preſent ſee bow Sodom 
and Gomorrah can be (et forth as an example to ſinners by 
ſuffering the puniſhment of Hell-fire , when the Hiſtory is 
wholly filent as to any ſuch fire. Some to mollific-the ſcem- 
ing auſtericy of that Phraſe which J#de ues, viz, Eternal 
fire, read the words thus : Were made an example of eternal 
fire, ſuffering vengeance z by which conſtruQion-they gather 
that the fire which hath irreparably deſtroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrab, was a type and figure of that fire of Hell, of that 
Eternal fire that is reſerved for wicked men, and by which 
hinners 0:-pht to be warned, Others by cternal fire under- 
ſand the duration of the cffc&s of the firſt temporal puniſh- 
ment the ſoil thereabout wearing the marks of divine dif- 
pleaſure to this very day, Several Authors write, that the 
Air there is ſo infe&ious, that- go creature can live there ; | Foſephus, 
and though the Apples and other fruit that grow there ſecm lien, 
pleaſant unto the eye; yet if you do but touch them, they <iſine, 
preſently turn into cinders es aſhes, The ſtinking Lake of | © * 
Apbalter near to Sodom, is left as a perpetual Monament of 
Gods Vengeance, killing all fiſh that ſwimmeth in it, and 
Is that fiye over it. Others by cternal fire underſtand an 
utter deftruRion, according to that 2 Pet. 2. 6. And turning 
the eities of Sodom ang Gomorrob into aſhes, condemned. them. 
with ay overtbrow ( thats, utterly deſtroyed them ) moking 
S 2 
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chews an enſample wnto thoſe that after ſhonld live ungodh, 
licar and tcar, and not dare to do wickedly as they had done, 


What though it be ſaid, that the fire wherewith theſe $9. 
domites were deftroyed was eternal ; yet there is no neceſlir 
Fro underſtand it of Hell-fire : for even that'very fire which 

conlumed thoſe Cities may be called Etcrnal, becauſe the 
niſhment that was inflifted on Sodom and Gomorrab by tre 
'was a puniſhment that ſhould laft as long as the world lafted, 
God reſolved thoſe Cities ſhould never be rebuilt, but 
in perpetual deſolations in all generations. Now in this 
ſenſe the word'| Eternal} is often aſed in the Scripture. 


- | Again the fire and brimftone that fell upon Sodom and Ga. | 


morrab,” was a type and figure of that cternal fire or thoſe 
eternal torments that ſhall be inflited - 2 all impenitent 
' finners for ever and'ever. The ſum of all is this, that the 
Sodomites by giving themſelves over to fornication, and by 
[going after ſtrange flelh?, did provoke thic Lord to rain Hell 
pour. of Heaven upon them :- they didd provoke the Lord to 
rain material fire and brimſtone both upon their perſons and 
their habitations. Now give me leave to-ſay, that doubtleſs 
the body of the inhabitants of that famous City which is now 
laid in aſhes, were as free from giving themſclves over to for-/ 
nication, andgoing after ſtrange fleſlr, as any in-any part of 


theſe fins that are charged upon the Sodomites, can be cleariy 
or groundedly charged upon any of the precious Scrvants of 
the Lord, that did truly fear him in that renowned City : 
And my Recafons arc theſc, 


| Firft, Becauſe in all their ſolemn and ſecret Addrefiis tothe 
Lord, they.bave ſerioufly lamented and mourncd-over theſe 
crying abom'nations: 


cation, and going after ſtrange fleſh,” are-ſuch high and hor- 


the Nation ; yea, more free then many in ſome parrs of the | 
Nation : yea, give me leave to ſay, that I cannot fee bow} 


God hangs themup in Gibbets, as it were, that others might | 


| 


p 


; boge { Becauſc mens giving themſelves over to forni-} | 


mon]y 


rid fins againſt the Light and Law of Nature, that Gcdcoms |. 
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monly preſerves his Choſen from them. - He ſhall be an Apo. 
lot0 me, that can produce any oneAnſtance inthe of 
New Teſtament of aty 6nc perſon that after real apd through 
Converſion, did ever give himſelf over to fornication, and ro 
go after ſtrange fleſh. Ariſtorle calls beaſtiality a furpaſling 
wickedneſs. By the Giws of thoſe two Emperors, Theodiſim 
and Arcadine, Sodomites were adjudged to the fire, In the 
|Gouncet of Viewns, the Templers who were found guilty of 
this fin, were decreed to be burnt, And among the Romany, | 
it was lawful for him who was attempred to that abuſe to kill 
him who made the affaule, Tertwllian br ings in Chriſtianity þ 
triumphing over Paganiſm, becauſe this fin was peculiar to 
Heathens, and that Chriſtians never: changed- the Sex, nor 
accompanied with-any but their own wives,” This and ſuch 
like (as Tertwlian ſpeaks) being- not ſo much to be called of. 
fences as monſters, and not to be named without holy de. 
teſtation by Sainrs, though they be committed without frine 
by Sodomitss, The Saxons, who of old inhabited this Land, 
trangled che Adultereſs being taken; and then burnt her bo- 
dy with fiec, and hanged the Aduterer over a flaming fire, 
burning him by degrees tilt he dyed. Opilims Macrinw an 
Emperor cauſed the body of the Adulterer and the Whore to 
cif 4/5 together, and fo burnt with fire, Awrelians: 
cauſed the Adulterers legs to be bound to the boughs of two 
trees bent togerher, and then violently being lifted vp again, 
bis body was torn afunder. . And' rhe Falian Law-amony 
the Romens puniflied Adultery: with' death, by cutting off 
the heads of thoſe that were gniſty of that aX, And the 
Turks (tone Adulterers to death. Zalencns King of the Lo- 
crians ordained, that Adulcerers ſhould have their eyes put 
out ; and” therefore when his Son was taken in Aduftery, 
that he might both'keep the Law, and be compaſſionate to 
his Son, he pat forth' one of his own eyes to redeem one of 
his Sons. 1 have read of ſome Heathens that have puniſhed 
this fin with'a moſt fhameful death, and the death- was this + 
they wouid have the Adelterers or-Adultereffts head to be 
purintothe paunch of a beaſt; where lay alFthe filth an&#mm- 
cleaneks of in, and there to be-tif to deaah, | This-was: a 
| fic 
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 Diediy. fir puniſhment for o filthy a fin, In old time the Egyptians 
[640 uniſh Adultcay . on this ſort ; the man with a thou- 
id jerks, with a re29, and the woman with cutting off her 
noſe,: but he who forced a free woman to his luſts, had his 
priyy members cut off, Burt, 


$ Thirdly, Such who give themſelves over to. fornication, 
[ ; overthrow the ſtate of mankind, while no man knoweth hiz 
own wife, nor no wife knoweth her own husband, and while! 
| no father knows his own children, nor no children know 
| 4: heir own father, Aﬀinitics and Conſanguinities are the 

joynts and (inews of the world, loſe theſc, and loſe all. Now 
what Aﬀinitics or-Conſanguinitics can there be when there 
is nothing but confuſion of blood, the ſon knoweth not his 
father, nor the father che ſon 2? But, 


— on A. } 4 


4 Fourthly, Theſe expreſſions of giving themſelves over to 
| fornication, and going after ſtrange fleſh, implice, 


Firſt, Their making .conftant provifions for their baſe 
luſts, O the time, the pains, the coſt, the charge that ſuch 
Ire at to make proviſion for their unſatiable luſts ! 


By 
Rom, 13. lr, 


| 2, Secondly, It implies an exceſſive violent ſpending of their! 


(trengeh beyond all meaſure and bounds in all laſciviouſnels 
Pliny, lib. 7, and Sodomntical uncleanneſs, Pliny tells of ( ornelims Gallus 
and 9. Elerizs, two Roman Knights, that dyed in the very 
Pont anus. i&tion of filthiriefs. Theodebert the eldeſt Son of Glotharims 
Fulgos, lib. 6, | dyed amongſt his Whores ; ſo did Bertrane Ferrier at Bace. 
Cap. 12. one in Spain; Giachet Geneve of Saluces, who had both wikc 
ind children of his own, being carnally Joyned with a young 
{ woman, was ſuddenly ſmitten with death ; his wite and 
children wondring why he ſtayed ſo long in his Study, when 
it was timeto go to bed called him, and knocke at his door 
very hard, but when no anſwer was made, they broke open 
the doors that were locked on the inner fide, and found him 
lyipg upon the woman ftark dead, and her dead alſo, Claw 
4nz of Aſſes, Counſellor of the Parliament of Pyris (a deſpe-: 
rate 


— — 


a. 
* 
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Perſecutor of the Proteſtants ) whilſt he was in the very | 

& of committing filthineſs with one of his waicing Maids, 

s taken wich an Apoplexy, which immediately after made 
end of him. Many other inſtances might be produced, 
t let theſe ſuffice. 


Thirdly, It implies their impudency and ſhameleſneſs in} 3, 
ir filchincſs and uncleanneſs ; they had a Whores fore. 
; they proclaimed their laſciviouſneſs before al! the! Jer. 3+ 3. 

z they were not aſhamed, neither could they bluſh : —y-4 =y 5* 
'is, that the men of Sodom: are ſaid to be finners before! Ro 3-13. 
the Lord ; that is, they finned openly, publickly, and ſhame- | 

leſly, without any regard to the eye of God at all. Bring! Gen. 19. s, 
them out to ws, that we may know them,' O faces hatche witch 
impudency! they ſhrowd not their fins in a mantle of ſecrecy, 
but proclaim their filthinefs before all the world, they had 
out-finn'd all ſhame ,z and therefore they gloricd in their 
ſhame : they were ſo arrogant and impudent in finning, that 
they proclaimed their filthineſs upon the houſe-top. But, 


Fourthly, It iemplies their reſolvedneſs and obftinacy in} ,. 
fnning in the face of all the terrible Warnings and Alarms | 
bat God had formerly given them by a bloody War, and by [Gen-1 4+ 19, | 
the ſpoiling and plundering of their Ciries, and by taking, **» 12+ 
away of their vituals ( fulneſs of bread was a part of their| | 
fin, and now cleanneſs of teeth is made a' piece of their pu-} 
niſhment in Gods juſt Judgment) and by Lots admonitiun, Gen+ 19. v1. | 
and mild oppoſition. | It is obſervable, that when they were 
fmirten wich blindneſs, they wearicd themſelves to find the 
door, God ſmote them with blindneſs,” both of body and 
mind ; and yet they continued groaping to fird'the door, 
being high! reſolved apon buggery and beaftiality, though 
they dyed for it. O the hideous wickedneſs and prodigious 
_ [adneſs of theſe Sydomiter, that when divine Juſtice' had | 
firuck thermblind, their hearts ſhould be fo ratelyſet 
upon their luſts, a3 ro weary cthernſclves to find. che dbbr! 
what will not Satansbond-flaves and firc-bratids of Hell | 
| ? Sortifh -and' befortedfinners will never tremble wheh|Phil; 2. 12. | 
God ftrikes, But, Fifth-| - I, 
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Go 


Rom. x. 32+ 


Iſa. 66. 3. 
2 Thel(. 2.12. 
2 Pet. 2.13. 


. 6. 
Gen. 6, 


Gen- 19. I4. 
| £1 1 


| might ever live here, and be carricd from one Whore- houſe 


-.»| lots. All the plcaſure and Heaven that theſe filthy Sodomites 
look after, was to ſatisfic their bruciſh Iuſts. Hark, Scholar 


- 


| great ſerled ſecuriry in thoſe brutiſh praftices. The Old 


{and with an inchanted Rod cloſed his eyes ; No more could 
1 the Devil have hurt theſe Sodomwites, if he had not firſt lult'd 


| and wounded Souldicrs among them to be cured. They let in 
{che Souldicys; and when the 


Fifthly, Theſe expreſſions of giving themſelves over to 
fornication, and going after ſtrange fleſh, implics the de- 
light, pleaſurc, content, and fatisfaion that they took in 
thoſe abominable praftices, They have choſen their own 
rays, and their ſouls delight in their abominations, They bad 
pleaſure in unrighteonſueſl, Luther tells us of a certain Gran- 
dee in hisConntry, that was fo beſotted with the {in-0 
Whoredom, that hc was not aſhamed to ſay, that if he 


coanother, there to ſatisfic his luſts, he would never defire 
any other Heaven, This filthy Grandce did afterwards 
breathe out his wretched Soul betwixt two notorious Har. 


(aid the Harlot to Apwlcins) it is bur a bicter-ſweet that you 
are fo ſond of ; and this the Sodomites found. true at the long 
run, when God ſhowred down fire and brimſtone upon them, 
But 

Sixthly and laſtly, Theſe words of giving themſelves over 
to fornication, and going after ſtrange fleſh, implics their 


world\was not more ſecure when God ſwept them away 
with a Flood, then the Sodomites were ſecure when Cod 
rained fire and btimſtone out of Heaven upon them, Mer. 
cry could not kill Argus till he had caſt him into a ſleep, 


them aſlcep in the bed of ſecurity, Carnal ſecurity opens 
the door for all impicty to enter into the Soul. Pompey, 
when, he had in vain afſaulted-a City, and could not take ic 
by foree, deviſed this Stratagem in way of agreetnent, he 
cold them he would leave the Siege , and make Peace with 
chem,upon cendition that they would let in a few weak; fick, 


oh ant amen City ms Goure, er gs 
ct.in Pompeys Army, A carnal ecurity will let ina 
whole Army of lufls into-the Soul 3, and this was the Sode- 


;|mires caſe, To ſum upall, thoſe exprellion 


in 7ade, ver|, J 
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range fleſh, do imply or take in theſe 1ix things laſt men- 
tioned, which things will not ſtand with the truth of Grace 
or ſtate of Grace z and therefore thoſe fins that are ſpecified 
Jude cannot be charged with any clear, fair, or full evi. 
dence upon the people cf God, who did truly fear him with- 
in cr without the Walls of London, But ſhould this Trea- 
iſe fall into any of their hands, who have given themſclves 
over to fornication, or to go after ſtrange fleſh, then { would 
ay, that it very highly concerns all ſuch perſons to lay their 
hands upon their loyns, and to ſay, we are the very men, the 
ſinners, the monſters that have turned a rich and populous 
City into a ruinous heap, But, | 


The ninth ſin that brings the ſore Judgment of Fire upon a 
People, is prophanation of the Sabbath, Fer. 7. u/t. But if 
you will nt hearken unto me, to hallow the Sabbath-day, and not 
bear 8 burden, even entring in at the gates of Jeruſalem on the 
Subbath. day, then will T kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and 
it ſhall devo the palaces of Fernſalem, and it ſhall not be 
quenched, In this memorable Scripture you may obſerve. 
1, A ſpecification of the Judgment that God will puniſh 
Prophaners of his Sabbath with, and that is fire. 2. The 
ſpecification of the obje& that this fire ſhall fall upon, viz, 


aCity, not a Town, a Village, or any other mean place, but 
a City, a ſtately City, a populous City, a trading City, a ſe» 
cure City. 3. Here bs the ſpecification of the Ciry, 132. .not 
every City neither, but Fermſalem, the City of Cities, the' 
belt of Cities, the beloved City, the joyous City, the glori- 
ous City, the renowned City, the crowned City, the Metro 
politan City, the City of God, the wonder of the Wotld, 
the joy of the whole Earth; yet Ged threatens to deſtroy 
this Feraſalem with fire and flames for prophaning*of his 


of giving themſelves over to fornication, and going after] 


9. 


Ifa. $2. rt. 
Pſal. 48. 1--8, 
Pal, 87. 3. 
Jer, 22. 8. 


Sabbath; But did God only threaten Jcraſalem ? No, for 
he executed his threatnings upon it, as you may ſee in that 
2 Kings 25. 8, 9, 10. And in the fifth month, cn the ſevemb 
day of the month (which is the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnez« 


tar King of Babylen ) came Nebuzar-adan captain of the 
T ghard, \ 


So 2 Chron, 
35-17,18,19, 
Plal. 74 4, s, 
6,7, 8. 
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Thoſe Chal- | 
deans that ſet 
eruſalem on 


| bouſes of Fermſalem, and every great mans bouſe burnt be with 


guard, a ſervant rf tbe King of Babylon to Jeruſalem, And be 
burnt the bouſe of the Lord, and the Kings bouſe, and all the 


re, came 
from lireral 
| Babylon, and 
whether thofe 
Chaldeansthat 
firſt ſer London 
inflames, came 
nor from my- 
ſtical Babylon, 
I ſhal nor here 
enquire ror 
diſputes 


1kd a fire in their habitations, and burnt thenf all quite down 


fire, | And all the army of the Chaldees that were with the cap. 
tain of the pmard, brake dimzn1 the walls of Jeruſalem ronnd 
about, The ſame you have Jer. 52.12, 13, 14+ The Jews 
were great prophaners of the Sabbath. Nebem. 13. 15, 16, 
17, 18. In thoſe days.ſaw [ in Fudab ſome treading wine- 
preſſes on the ſabbathz and bringing in ſheaves, and lading) 
aſſes, as alſo wint, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdent, 
mbich they brought into Jeruſalem on the ſabbath-day : and 1 
teftified againſt them in the day wherein they ſold viftnal:, 
There dwelt men of Tyre alſo therein, which brought fiſh, ani 
all manner of ware, and ſold on the ſabbath unto the children 
of Fmdah, and in Teruſalem. Then I contended with the ne 
bles of Fn4ab, and ſaid wnto them, What evil thing # this that 
ye do, and prophane the ſabbath-diy ? Did mit your fathers 
thus Þ ani did not our God bring all this (vil upon us, and np- 
on this city ? yet ye bring more wrath upon Iſr :et by propbante 
ing the ſabbath, Now this is obſervable, that as they had 
prophaned the Sabbath, ſo Nehuzaradon ſet their Temple on 
fire, and their Noble mens houſes on fire, and all the confide- 
rable mens houſes in Jeruſalem on fire on their Sabbath day 

E know Feremyfſaith, it was on the tenth day, Fer. 52. 13. 
which ſeveral of the Learned thus reconcile, viz. That on the 
ſeventh day, which was their Sabbath, Nebxzaradon kind: 


on the tenth, Now Calvin upon the Text gives theſe Rea | 
ſons of Gods ſeverity againſt them for prophaning bis Sab- 
bath. Firſt, becauſe it was an eaſie Precept to ceaſe from 
labour one day in ſeven, and therefore they that would not 
herein obey, were worthy of all ſeverity, as Adam for catirg 
the forbidden fruit. 2. Becnuſe the Sabbath was a fign «<> 
Gods people by him peculiarly choſen ; and therefore niet to 
reſt now, was a groſs negle@ of upholding the memorial of 
the greateſt Priviledge that ever was beftowed npon mortal | 
men. 3» Becauſe the Lord would by their keeping of a reft 
now from fervile works, draw them to a reft from the ſervile} 


works 
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works of fin, as he reſted from the works of Creation, To 
which others add a fourth, viz, That it might always be.re 

membred, that the whole World was created by God, that 
we might acknowledge his infinice Power and Wiſdom here. 
in appearing. And others add a fifth, viz. Becauſe by keep: 
ing the Sabbath-day ( it being the day wherein all religious 
Duties were done) all the exerciſes of Religion is meant, 
which if ic bad been purely upheld, both Princes, Nobles, 
Prieſts, and People ſhould have flouriſhed for ever, and never 
have known what 'twas to have their houſes ſet on fire about 
their cars. Now is not famous London the ſad Counterpane 
of deſolate Fernſa/em? a ſore and unquenchable Fire hath 
turncd England; Metropolis into aſhes and rubbiſh. Bur, 


That the Lord may appear moſt juſt and righteous in in- | 
fifting this dreadful Judgment of Fire upon thoſe that pro- 
phaned his Sabbaths in Loudon, conſider (erioully with me 
theſe twelve things, 

Firſt, That God hath fenced this Command more ftrong- I, 
ly about then he has any other, and all to prevent our tranſ- 
_ of it, and che more effcQually ro ingage us togthe 
eeping of it ho'y. Now here obſerve, 


Firſt, It is marked with a Memento above all other Com- I, 
mands, Exod, 20. 8. Kemember the ſabbath-day to keep it bc. 
h, and that partly, becauſe we are (o deſperately apt and 
prone to forget it ; and partly,becauſe none can keep it boly 
when it comes, that do not remember it before it comes z and 
partly, becauſe this is one of the greateſt (ifnot abſolutely the 
greateſt ) of all the Commandments : it 1s ſometimes put for 
allthe Ten ; it is the Synopfis of them all : and partly, be- | Philo Judeus 
cauſe the obſervation of all the Commandments depends | faith, that the 
chiefly upon the obſervation of this fourth. None walk fo _ ComM- 
much after the Spirit on other days, as they who are moſt in} , mom -—o 
the Spirit on the Lords day, There arc none that walk ſo cepr, and pro- 
cloſe with God all the fix days, as thoſe that keep cloſeſt to| firable to ex. 
God on the ſeventh day. In the due obſervation of this kin men to all 
ind of vertue! 


Command, obedience toall the reſt is compriſed ; and part-| ,,. piety 
8 ly ; 
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24 


ly, becauſe this Command has leaſt light of Nature to dirc& 
us to the obfervation of it ; and partly, becauſe the forget. 
ting of this Daty, and prophaning ofthis Day, is one of the 
greateſt fins that a people can be guilty of : ic is a violation 
of alt the Decalogue at once : ir is a fn againſt all the con- 
cernments and Commandments of God at oxzce. Bur, 


Secondly, It is delivered both negatively and affirmative. 
ly, which no other Command is, to ſhew how ſtrongly it 
binds us to a holy obſervation of it. 


Thirdly, It hath more Reaſons to enforce it, then any 
other Precept, viz, its equity, Gods bounty, his own Pat- 
ern, and the Days benediQion. 


Fourthly, tr is put in the Cloſe of the firſt, and begin' 
ning of the Second Table, to note, that the obſervation of 
_ Tabks depends much upon the ſanCtification ot ihis 

ay. E425 | 
Fifthly, It is very conſtderable alſo, that this Command} 
is more frequently repeated, then others of the Commands 
are, Exod, 20, 31. Exod. 14. 34. Exod. 24. 35. Levit,1g 
3. Levit. 28. 30, God would have [ſrael know - in theſe 
Scriptures laſt ciced, that their buſicſt times, as caring and 
harveſt; yea, and the very building of the Tabernacle mult 
| give way to this Precepr, ; 


| Secondly, Conſider that God is highly pleaſed and. de- | 
lighted with the ſanCification of his Sabbaths, Fer. 37 24,| 
25. Now in this promiſe he (hcws, that the flouriſhing cſtatr 
both of Church and State, depends greatly upon the ſanRifi- 
cation of this day, Two things are obſervable in this pro- 
miſc. Firſt, the duty unto which the promiſe is made, and 
that is in verſ, 24. ' 2. Obſerve the reward that is promiled, f 
and that is twofold. 1. The firſt concerns the Common-| 
| wealth and'Civil State, verſ, 25. as if he ſhould ſay, 1 will 


| maintain the honour and dignity, the wealth and ſtrength, 


che peace and ſafety of this Nation, The ſecond blefling that 


Is 
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is promiſed, concerns. the Church and ſtate of Religion, ver/ 
26. As if he ſhould ay, my ſolemn Aſſemblies ſhall be duely 

nted, and I will continue my own Worſhip in the pu- 
rity, liberty, and power of it, Bur, 


Thirdly, Conſider that all publick Judgments and com- 
mon Calamitics that ever befc] the people of God, arc im- 
puted by the Holy Ghuſt co no (in more then to the propha. 
nation of the Sabbath, 2 Chron, 36. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. 
turn to it : So Nebim 13. 15, 16--18, Ezek, 22. 26--31 
Her Prieſts have vislated my law, and have prophaned my hol) 
things ; they have put no difference between the holy and pro 
thane, neither bave thry ſpewed difference between the unclear, 
and th; clean,” and bave hid their eyes from my ſabbaths, and 
I am propbaned among th m, Therefore bave I poured out m; 
indignation upon them, I have conſumed 1bem with the fire of 
my wrath ; their «wn wy have [ recompenſed upon their ex: 
beads, ſaith the Lord God, Levit, 26. 31, 32, 33. 4nd } 
will make your ( ities waſte,, and bring your Sancinaries unto 
delolation, and will not ſmell: the ſayour of your [rect 0drmry, 
And I will bring the land into difolation, and your enemies 
which dwell therein ſhall be aſtoniſhed at it, And I will ſcatter 
you among the Heathen, and wil draw out a. ſword after you : 
and. your land ſhall be deſolate, and your cities waſte, ] but 
what i- the reaſon, why God br ings thoſe two terrible Judg- 
ments of Fire and Sword upon them ? The reſokution ot 
this Q1eſtion you have in ver/. 34. 35. Then ſhalithe Lind en. 
joy ber ſabbaths as long as it lycth deſol<te, an1 ye be in your 
inemies land, even then ſhall 1he Lund ret and enjoy ber ſab 
baths, As long as'tt lyab deſolate it ſhall reſt, becauſe it did 
not reſt in your ſabbaths when je dwelt upon it, The land did 
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find that God 
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nation with 
his conſuming 
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mt reſt in your ſubbaths, ſaith the Lord, rzhen ye amelt upon it, 
But when 'cis eaſed from the wieked wcight of ſuch tohabi. 
tants, which brought upon it heavy curſes, and toyled, and 
tyred it out with continual tillage, it ſhall then reſt, and be 
at quier,. According to the Law of God the Land ſhauld 
have reſted every ſeventh year, Levit,2 5,3, but they got out. the 
very beart of the land to ſþ.nd on their lujls :. but ſaith God, I} 


will 
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will eaſe the land of ſuch inhabitants, and then it ſhall in a 
manner take its recreation, then it ſhalf reſt, and take its own 
pleaſure, Where there is not a reſting from fin, there Sab. 
baths are nottruly kept, Prophaning the Sabbath brings moſt 
deſolating and deftroying Judgments upon a profeſiing peo- 
ple. The firſt blow given to the German Churches was on 
the Sabbath-day, For on that day Pragne was loſt ; the 
Sabbaths were wofully prophaned amongſt them : their No-: 
bilicy thought it was for their not trimming and beautifying 
of their Churches ; but better and wiſer men concluded, it 
was for their prophaning of the Lords day. Some are of 
opinion , that the Flood began on the Lords day , from 
that Ger, 7. they being grown notorious prophaners of the 
Sabbath. The Council of Matiſcon in France attributed the! 
irruption of the Goths and Vandals to their prophanation of 
the Sabbath. Burt, 


Fourthly, Confider there arc fingular bleſſings which the 
anRifying of the Sabbath will crown us with, Exzek, 20. 12. 
Moreover alſo 1 gave them my ſabbaths to be a ſign between me 
and them, that they may know that I amthe Lord that ſandiifie 
them, The fingular blcflings that the right ſanQifying of the 
Sabbath will bring upon us, arc, 1, Spiritual ; they that 
conſcientiouſly ſan&ike the Sabbath, they ſhall ſce and know 
che work of God, the work of Grace upon their own Souls, 
[here are many precious Chriſtians that have a work of God, 
a work of Grace upon their own Souls, who would give ten 
thouſand worlds (were there ſo many in their hands to give) 
to ſee that work, to know that work, Oh, but now they 
chat ſanAifie the Sabbath , they ſhall both ſee and know} 
the work of God upon their own Sou!s. And they ſhall find 
'he Lord carrying on the work of Grace and Holineſs in their 
Souls ; they ſhall find the Lord deftroying their fins, and 
filling their hearts with Joy, and with a b'cfſed affurance of 
his favour and love, Iſa. 56. 6,7. Alſo the ſons of the ſtran- 
zer that joyn themſelves tothe Lord to ſerve him, and to love the 
Name of the Lord, to be bis ſervants; Every one that keepeth 
the ſabbath from polluting it, and taketb hold on my C — 

vn 
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in my houſe of prayer : their burnt offerings and their ſacri- 
ces ſhall be accepted upon my Altar , for mine bouſe ſhall be cal= 
led an boxſe of prayer for all people. Solſa.58, 13, 14. If 
thou tur: away thy foot from the ſabbath, from doing 1by plea- 
ure on my boly day, and call the ſabbath a delight, the boly of 
the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt bonour bim, not doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own 
words + then ſhalt thox delight thy [If inthe Lord, Now in 
the ſecond place, the other bleſſings that the right anRifying 

the Sabbath will inveſt us with, arc temporal blcſlings , 
for ſo they follow in the Scripture Jaſt cited, And 1 will 
cauſe thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, here is ho» 
nour, and cſtcem, and (afety ; and feed thee with the heritage 
of Facob thy father, Now the Land of Canaan was the In- 
heritance which God promiſed to Facob. Hereby is noted 
that comfortable proviſion that Cod would make for them 
t ſanftificd his Sabbaths : Such a* make the Sabbath their 
light, they ſhall never want proteRion nor provifion, God 
will be a Wall of fire about them, and a Canaan to them. 


Bur, 

Fifthly, Confider that our Lord Fcſus, who is the Lord 
of the Sabbath, and whom the Law ir ſelf commands us to 
hear, did alter it from the ſeyenth day tothe firſt day of the 
week, which we now keep: For the holy Evangeliſts note, 
that our Lord came into the midſt of the Afſembly on the 
ewo firſt days of the two weeks immediately following his 
ReſurreRion, and then blefled the Church, breathing on 


ven them will / bring to my bal 'y monentain, and make them Joy= | 


them the Holy Ghoſt, Fob. 20. 19--25, Then 1b: ſame da) 
at evening, being the firſt dry of the week, when the doors were 
{but where the diſciples were aſſembled for fear of the Fexor, | 
came Jeſus and flood in the midſt, and ſaith unto them , | 
Peace be wiuto you, And after tight days, again bis diſciples | 
were witbin, and 7 bomas with them, then came Jeſus, the doors | 
being ſhut , and ſtood in the midſt, and ſaid, Peace be wnt- 
|y'#%, Look as Chriſt was forty days inftruſting Mes in 
|Singi, what he ſhould teach, and how he ſhould govern the 
Church under the Law : ſo he continued forty days teaching 


his 


"Mi | 


Gen. 28. 13. 


And Chap. 48, | 
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Deur, 18, 18, 
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| other tongues, 44 the ſpirit gave them utterance, So that on that 


| Apoſtles in all the Chriſtian Churches ordained, that they 


| [tia, as well as of Corinth, and he ſerled one wniform-in all 


bis Diſciples what they ſhon!d preach, and how they{hould' 
govern the Church under the Goſpel, Aa 1, 2, 3. Umil 
the day in which be was taken up, after that he throngh the Holy 
Ghoſt had given commandments unto the Apoſtles whom be 
had choſen, To whom alſo he ſhewed himſelf alive after hig 
Paſſion by many infallible proofs, being ſeen of them forty days, 
ind fpraking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, 
And it'is not to bedowbted, but that within thoſe forty days 
he likewiſe ordained, on what day they ſhould likewiſe 
keep the Sabbath , and 'tis obſervable, that on this firſt day 
of the week, he ſent down from Heaven the Holy Ghoſt u 

his Apoſtles, As 2, 1--4. 4nd when the day of the Pentecoſt 
was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place, And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak, with 


day they firſt began, and ever after continued the publick ex. 
erciſe of their Miniſtry, . Chriſt who was Lord of the Sab- 
bath, Mark 2.-28, had a loveraign right tochange and al. 
ter it to what day he pleaſed, Burt, / 


Commandment, and the dire&ion of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
ſhould keep the holy Sabbath upon the firſt day of the week, 


t Cor, 16. 1, 2. Now concerning the colleQicn for the Saints, @ 
[ have given order to the Churches W Galatia, \Even ſo do ye 
upen the firſt day of the week,, let every one of you lay by bim in 
ſtore, as God bath proſpered bim, that there be no gathering when 
[ come, In which words you may obſerve theſe five things, 


Firſt, That the Apoſtles ordained this day to be kept holy, 
cherefore *cis of a Divine inſtitution, 

Secondly, That the day is named the firſt day of the 
week, therefore not the Jewiſh ſeventh, or any other, 

Thirdly, Every firſt day of the week, which ſheweth its 
perpetuity. 

Fourthly, That it was ordained in the Churches of Gals- 


Fixthly, Cenfider that according to the Lords mind and| 


the 
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the Churches of the Saints, therefore it was univerſal, 1 { or. 
14+ 33. For God is not the Anthor of confuſion, but of peace, as 
in all Churches of the Saints, 
Fifthly, That there ſhould be colle&ions for the poor on 
that day, after the other Ordinances were ended, Now why 
ſhould the Apoſtles require colle&ions to be made on the firſt 
day of the week ? but becauſe on that day of the week the 
Saints aſſembled themſelves together in the Apoſtles time. 
And in the ſame Epiſtle he proteſteth, that he delivered them 
noother Ordinance or Do@trine,\but what he had received 
from the Lord, 1 Cor. 11. 23. For [ have received of the Lord 
that which alſo 1 delivered unto you, that the Lord Jeſw, the 
ſame night in which be was betrayed, took, bread, 1 Cor, 14. 
37. If any man tbink bimſelf to be a Prophet, or fpiritnal, let 
him acknowledge that the things that I writeunto you, are the 
Commandments of the Lord, Now mark, he wrote to them,and 
ordained among them to keep their Sabbath on the firſt day 
of the week z therefore to keep the Sabbath on that day, is 
the very Commandment of the Lord, But, 


Seventhly, Comlider, the Apoſtles on that day ordinarily 
diſpenſed the holy Ordinances, Joh. 20. 19--26+ Ads 26,7. 
And upon the firſt day of the week, when the diſciples came to- 
gether to break, bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart 
m the morrow, and continged his ſpeech until midnight, 1 Cor, 
16, 1, 2+ 1 Cor, 11, 23, But, 


Eighthly, Conſider, fuch things as are named the Lords in 
Scripture, are ever of the Lords inſtitution, As the Word of 
the Lord, 1 Tim. 6. 3" The Cup of the Lord, 1 Cor. 11.27, 
The Supper of the Lord, 1 Cor, 11.20, And ſo tbe Lords 
Day, Rev. 1.10. I was in the Spirit on the Lords day, Now 
why does Fohn call it the Lords day ? but becauſe it was a 
day known to be generally kept holy, to the honour of the 
Lord Jeſus ( who roſe from death to life upon that day ) 
throughout all the Churches which the Apoſtles had planted, 
which St. Fobn calls the Lords day, that he might the better 


[fir up Chriſtians to a thankful remembrance of their Re. 
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demption by Chriſts Reſurre&ion from the dead, Bur, 
Ninthly, Confider, that a right ſan&ifying of the Sabbath 
is one of the beſt figns in the Bible, that God is our Ged, and 
that his ſanRifying work is paſt in power upon us, Ezek, 20, 
20, And hallew my ſabbaths, and they ſhall be a ſign between 
me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord your God, $0 
Exod, 31, 13. Speak thou alſs unto the Children of Iſrael, ſay- 
ing, Verily my ſabbaths ye ſhall keep : for it is a ſign between 
me and you, throughout your generations, that ye may know that 
l amthe Lord that doth ſandiifie you. Look as Circumcilton 
and the Paſſeover were figns that the Jews were in Covenant 
with God , fo likewiſe was the Sabbath, Ezek. 31. 13. and 
becauſe it was a fien of the Covenant between God and 
them. Verſ, 16. (Wherefore the Children of Iſrael ſhall keep the 
ſabbath, to obſerve tbe ſabbath throughout their generations for 
a perpetual Covenant,)God tells them, that they muſt vubſerve 
it for a perpetual Covenant : and hence it was, that when 
they violated the Sabbath, God accounted it the violation of 
the Covenant between him and them. The (anQifying of the 
Sabbath in the primitive times, was the main CharaGtcr by 
which fincere Chriſtians were diffterenced om others ; they 


judged of mens ſanity by their ſanRifying of the Sabbath 


| And indeed as there cannot be a greater argument or cvis-| 


dence of a prophane heart then the prophaning the Sabbath :! 
fo there cannot be a greater argument or evidence of a graci- 
ous heart then a right ſanRifying of the Sabbath, Bur, 


Tenthly, Confider,a right ſan&ifying of the Sabbath will 
be a moſt ſure and certain pledge, pawn, and earncſt cf cur 
keeping of an everlaſting Sabbath with God in Heaven, Heb. 
4+ 9. There remaineth therefore a veſt t5 the people of God, Gr. 
2 ſabbatiſm, an eternal reſt, a ſabbath that hath no evening 
Now mark, if this Sabbath bea fign and pledge of Heaven, 
then we muſt keep it till we come there. For if we loſe the 
pledge of a benefit, we loſe the evidence of that benefit 
whereof it isa pledge. A man that is in the Spirit on theLords 
day, Rev. 1, 10. heis in Heaven on the Lords day : there 
cannot be a more lively reſemblance of Heaven on this fide 

Heaven, 
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feed thee with the beritage of Facob thy father , for the mouth 


[higheſt honour upon his Sabbaths, by appointing his preci- 
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manner. What is Heaven, but an eternal Sabbath 2 And 
what is a temporal Sabbath, but a ſhort Heaven ,- a little 
Heaven on this fide Heayen ? Our delighting to ſanRific 
Gods Sabbath on Earth, gives full affurance to our faith 
grounded upon Gods infallible promiſe, that we (hall enter 
into Gods eternal Reſt in Heaven ; for ſo runs the promiſe, 
Ia. 58. uit, Then ſhalt thou 4clight thy ſelf in the Lord, and 
I will canſe thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and 


of the Lord bath ſpoken it, The former part of the verſe re. 
lates to earthly bleſſings : but theſe words, T1 will feed thee 
with the heritage of Facob thy father, that is, with a heavenly 
inheritance ; for what is the heritage of Facob, but Canaan 
inthe Type, and Heaven it ſclf in the Antitype ? But ſhould 
[ thus fantife the Sabbath, ſhould I be ſure of going to Hea- 
ven? yes, for ſo it roundly follows in the next words ; The 
month of the Lord hath ſpoken it, But, 


Eleventhly, Confider, that of gll days God hath put the 


ous Ordinances in a ſpecial manner to be uſed on thoſe days, 
The Sabbath is a gold Ring, and the Ordinances are as (6 
many coſtly ſparkling Diamonds in that Ring : All the works 
of the newCreation are commonly wrought on this day ; thi: 
isthe joyful day wherein ordinarily God gives ſpiritual tight 
to the blind, and fpiritval cars to the deaf, and fpiritual 
tongues to the dumb, and ſpiritual feet to the lame. That 
Exod, 12. 42. is here applicable. It is a night tu be much 
obſerved to the Lord, for bringing them out from the Land 
of Egypt, this is that night of the Lord to be obſerved of al! 
the Children of 1/rael in their generation, Thoſe that arc 
new-born, are commonly new-born on this day ; and there- 
fore *tis a day to be much obſerved to the Lord. Thoſe that 
are converted, are ordinarily converted on this day z and 
therefore *tis that day of the Lord that ought to be obſerved 
by allthe converted ſrae/ of God. Thoſe that are edificd, 
wecommonly moſt edified on this day. O the ſweet com- 
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munion ! Q the choice converſe / O the ſingular diſcoveries ! 
O the bleſſed manifeſtations!O the excellent enjoyments that 
Chriſt vouchſafes to his people on this day ! O the diſcoye. 
ries of Grace ! O the exerciſe of Grace ! O the increaſe of 
Grace, the progreſs in Grace | O the comforts of Grace that 
God vouchſafes to his Choſen on this day ! Experience ſhews 
that the right ſan&ifying of the Sabbath, is a powertul meang 
under Chriſt to ſanfific as, and to increaſe our faith, and 
raiſe our hope, and inflame our love, and to kindle our zeal, 
and to enlarge our dcfires, and to melt our hearts, and to 
weaken our fin% Bur, 


Twelfthly and laſtly, Conſider this, that a right ſanQi- 
tying of the Sabbath will croſs Sacans grand delign, it will 
_ his plot, his maſterpiece. Satan is' a deadly enemy to 
the right ſanQifying of the Sabbath, witneſs the many tem» 
ptations that many Chriſtians are more troubled with on this 
day, then they arc on any other day in the whole week ; and 
witneſs-the many vain, wandring, and diftrafting thought: 
that many precious Chriſtians are more afflitcd with on this 
day, then they arc on all the days of the week beſide ; and 
witnels that high and hot oppotition that he in his inftru- 
ments makes againſt the ftriteſt obſervers of that day ; and 
witneſs his conſtant prompting and ſpurring ſuch on to the 
prophanation of the Sabbath, whoſe examples are moſt dan- 
gerous, and encouraging to wicked men, as Magiſtrates, Mi 
niſters, Parents, and Maſters, &c. and witneſs his firong en» 
deavours, conſtant attempts, crafty devices, and dcep poli- 
cies that he has made uſe of in all the Ages of the World, to 
keep people off from a religious obſervation of the Sabbath ; 


\yea, and to make them more wicked on that day, then on 


any other day of the week : May Inot ſay then on all other 
days of the week ? I have been the longer upon this nimb 
Particular, partly becauſe of the weightineſs of it, and parily 
£0 encourage the Reader to a more cloſe and ſtrif obſerva» 
tion of the Sabbath, and partly to juſtific thoſe that are con- 
(cientious obſervers of it, and partly to juſtific the Lord in 
tarning London into aſhes for the horrible prophanation of 


his day. The 


hel 
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The Sabbath-day is the Queen of days, ſay _ 1 he 
Sabbath-day among the ocher days, is as the Virgin Mary 
among Women, faith Aſtin, Look what the Phenix 1s a- 
mong the Birds, the Lyon among the Beaſts, the Whale a- 
mong the Fiſhes, the Fire among the Elements, the Lilly 
among the Thorns, the Sun among the Stars, that is the Sab- 


God burn ſuch our of their habitation*, who have been pro- 
phaners of his day, Ah London! London | were there none 
within nor without thy Walls that made light of this Infſti- 
tution of God, aud that did offer violence to the Queen of 
days by thcir looſeneſs and prophaneneſs, by their ficting at 
their doors, by their walking in Moor-fields, by their ſport- 
ings and wreſtlings there,and by their haunting of Ale- houſes 
and Whorc- houſes, their toſſing of Pots and Pipes, when 
they ſhould have been ſetting up God, and Chriſt, and Reli- 
jon in their Families, and mourning in their Cloſets for the 

of times, and for the affli ions of poor Jeſezh ? How did 
the wrath and rage of King Abaſuerus ſmoak againſt Haman, 
when he apprehended that he would have put a force upon 
the Queen ? And why chen ſhould we wonder to ſee the 
wrath of the Lord break forth in ſmoak and flames againſt 
fuch-a generation, that put a force upon his day, that pro- 
phaned his day, the Queen of days ? Ah Sirs! you have 
greatly prophaned and abuſed the day of the Lord ; and 
therefore why ſhould any mar vel, that the Lord has greatly 
debaſed you, and laid your glory in duſt and aſhes? In theſe 
late years, how has prophaneneſs, like a flood, broke in upon 
us on the Lords day ? and therefore it highly concerns all the 
prophaners of the day of the Lord, to lay their hands upon 
their hearts, and to ſay, the Lord is righteous, the Lord is 
righteous, though he has laid our habitations deſolate, Who 
is {ogreat a ſtranger in our Engliſh 1/racl, as not to know that 
God was more dilhonoured on the Sabbath-day (within and 
without the Walls of Londen ) then he was in all the other 
lix days of the week ? and therefore Jer us not think it 
ſtrange, that ſuch a fire was kindled on that day, as has re- 


rut 
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bath-day to all other days 5 and therefore no wonder, if 


*$z alltoaſh:s, What Antick habits did men and women 
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Math. 5. 47- 


Exod. 19.18. 


pur on, on this day ? what frothy, empty, airy diſcourſes and 
intemperance was to be fyuund at many mens Tables this day? 
How were Alc-houſes, Stews, and Meorefields filled with de- 
bauched finners this day > No wonder then, if London be laid 
deſolate, Now this abominable fin of open prophaning the 
Sabbaths of the Lord, I cannot with any clear evidence 
charge upon the people of God, that did truly fear him with. 
in or without the Walls of London,. For firſt, they did la» 
ment and movrn over the horrid prophanation of that day, 
Secondly, I want eyes ( at preſent) to ſce how it will ſtand 
either with the truth of Grace, or ſtate of Grace, for ſuch as| 
ace real Saints to live in the open prophanation of Gods Sab- 
baths, Thirdly, becauſe an ordinary prophaning of the 
Lords Sabbaths, is as great an Argument of a prophane 
heart, as any that can be found in the whole Book of God, 
Fourthly, becauſe Sabbath-days arc the Saints Market-days, 
che Saints harveſt. days, the Saints ſummer-days, the Saints 
ſced-days, and the Saints fealting-days, and therefore they 
will not be ſuch fools as to {leep away thoſe days, much lefs 
will they preſume to prophane thoſe days, or to roy and trifle 
away thoſe days of Grace. Fifchly, what ſingular thing do 
they more then others, if they are not (tri obſervers and 
conſcientious ſanRifers of the Lords day, <ixrhly and laſtly, 
of all the days that paſs over a Chriſtians head in this world, 
there are none that God will take ſuch a ſtri& and exat ac- 
count of, as of Sabbath-days ; and therefore it highly con- 
cerns al) people to be ſtrit obſervers and ſerious ſanRifiers 
of that day. Now upon all theſe accounts, I cannot charge 
ſuch chroughout Saints as lived within or without the Walls 
of London, with that horrid prophanation of the Sabbath as 
brought the late ficry Diſpenſation upon us, and that turned 
1 glorious City into a ruinous heap. Whatever there was of 
the hand of man in that dreadful Conflagration, I ſhall not 
10w attempt to divine, but without a peradventure, it was 
Sabbath-guile which threw the firſt Ba!l that rurned Londen 
into flames and aſhes, When fire and ſmoaking was on 


Mount Sinai, God was there ; but when London was in 
flames and ſmoak, Sabbath-guilt was there, Doubtleſs " 
the 


the late feery Diſpenſation. 51 


the power of Rome and Hell ſhould never have put London ins 
o flames, had not Londens guilt kindled the firſt coal, Bur, 


We come now tothe Uſe and Application of this impor- 
tant Point. 


Tenthly, The prophanenefs , lewdneſs, blindnes, and IO, 
wickedneſs of the Clergy, of them in the Miniſtry, brings the 
adgment of Fire, and provokes the Lord to lay all waſte 
-- him, Zeph. 3, 4--6. Her Prophets are light and trea- 
cherow perſons, ber Prieſts bave polluted the Santiuary, they bave 
done violence to the law, [ bave cnt off the nations, their towers 
are deſolate, I bave made their ſtreet waſte, that none paſſeth by, 
their cities are deftroyed, ſo that there i no man, that there is 
zone inhabitant, Their Prophets and Pri«fts were raſh, beady, 
and unſtable perſons, they were tight, faithleſi men ( or men of 
faithleſneſ, as the Hebrew runs) They were neither faithfu] | 
toGod, nor faithful rotheir own Sovils,nor faithful to others 
Souls ; they invented and feigned Prophefies of their own, 
and then boldly maintained them, and impoſed them upon 
heir Hearers : they were prophane and light in their car- 
ages, they fitted their DoCtrines to all fancies, humours, 
rties, and times ; they betrayed their truſt, they betrayed 
he lives of men into the hand of divine Juſtice, and the Souls 
of men into the hands of Satan ; they polluted the Sanftuary, 
they polluted the Holy things of God, by managing of his 
Worſhip and Service in a prophane carnal way, and with a 
light, light, perfidious ſpirir, and by perverting the true 
enſe of the Law in their ordinary teaching of the people. | 
They did violence to the Law, or they contemned, removed, | 
or caſt away the Law, as the Orivinal run* : the Hebrew | 
word here uſed, fignitics alſo ro raviſh, Their Prophets and |Pſa!. $0. 17, 
Prieſts did raviſh the Law of God by corrupting the Law. | 
and by putting falſe glofſes upon it. and by turning of it int: 
ſuch ſhapes and ſenſes as would belt ſuit the tires, and pleaſe 
the humours of the people. New for theſe abominations of | 
their Prophets and Pricfte, God denounces a dreadful Wo | | 
againſt the City of Feruſalem in verſ, 1. Wo to ber that is fil. | 
is and polluted, to the oppreſſing city, Lam. 4. 11--13. The | 
Lors | 


———— 
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Mich. 2.11. 
Iſa. 30. 10,11. 
Jer. $» ult, 
Hoſ., 4+ 9+ 

Iſa. 9, 16. 
Lam, 2 14. 
Ezck. 3. 18, 


Seneca de wita 
beata, cap, I» 


and the iniquitics of her Pricſts, as God himſelf teſtifies, who 


Lord bath accompliſhed bis fury, be bath poured out his fierce 
inger, and hath kindled a fire in Zion, and it bath devoured 
tbe foundation thereof, For the (ins of ber Propbets and the 
iniquity of her Prieſts, that have ſhed the blood of the juſt in the 
midſt of her, God ſent a conſuming flame into Ferwſalem, 
which did not only burn the tops of their houſes, bur alſo the 
foundations themſelves, leaving no mark whereby they might 
know where their houſes ſtood, nor any hopes of building 
chem up again, But why did God kindle ſuch a devouring 
tire in Ferwſalem, which was one of the World wonders, and 
a City that was not only ftrong in fituation and building, and 
deemed impregnable, but a City that was Gods own. Seat, 
che Palace of his Royal reſidence z yea, a City that the Lord 
had for many years, to the admiration of all the world,pow- 
-rfully and wonderfully prote&ed againſt all thoſe turious 

faults that were made upon her by her moſt potent and 
mighty Adverſarics ? Anſw, For the fins of her Prophets, 


canneither dye norlye, You may ſee this further confirm- 
ed, if you pleaſe but ſeriouſly to ponder upon theſe «cri. 
ptures, Ezek. 22. 25, 26. 31, Jer. 23. 11. 14, 15+ 39, 40 
Look as the body Natural, fo the body i'olitick cannot be 
long ina good conftitution, whoſe more noble and effential 
parts are in a confumption. The enormitics of Miniſters 
have the ſtrongeſt influence upon the ſonls and lives of men, 
:0 make them miſerable in both worlds. Their falls will be 
the fall and ruine of many ; for people are more prone to live 
by Examples then by Precepts, and to mind more what the 
Miniſter does, then what he ſays : Precepta docent , exempla 
movent, Precepts may inſtru, but Examples do perſwade. 
The Complaint is ancient in Seneca, That commonly men 
live, not ad rationem, but ad ſimilitudinem, The people 
commonly make the Examples of their Miniſters the Rules of 
their Aﬀions z and their Examples paſs as current among 
chem, as their Princes Coyn; The Common-people are like 
rempered Wax, eaſily receiving impreſſions from the Scals of 
their Miniſters vices. They make no bones of it to fin by 


preſcription, and to damn themſelves by following the lewd 
| Examples 


mm 


A 
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Examples of their Miniſters, The Vulgar unadviſedly take 
up crimes on truſt, and periſh by following ff bad Exam- 
ples, I will kave the ſerious Reader to make ſuch Applica- 
tion as in prudence and conſcience he judges meet, Bur, 


 Eleventhly, Sometimes the fins of Princes and Rulers bring 
the fiery Diſpenſations of God upon Perſons and Places, Fer. 
38. 17, 18, 23, Then ſaid Feremiah unto Zedekjah , Thus 
ſaith the Lord the God of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, If thou wilt 
iſſaredly go forth unto the King of Babylons Princer,#hen thy ſoul 
hal live, and this city ſhall not be burnt with fire, and thou ſhalt 
live and thine bouſe, But if thou wilt not go forth tothe King of 
Babylons Princes, then ſhall this city be given into the hands of 
the Chaldeans, and they ſhall burn it with fire, and thou ſhalt 
not eſcape ont of their hand, but ſhalt be taken by the band of the 
King of Babylon, and thow ſhalt cauſe this city to be burnt with 
fire : Os as the Hebrew runs, Thou ſhalt burn this city with 
fire, that is, thou by thy obſtinacy wilt be the means to pro- 
cure the burning of this City, which by a rendition of thy 
ſelf, thou mighteſt have ſaved. So Fer. 34. 2. 8, 9, 10, 11, 
compared with Chap, 37, 5. to verſ, 22. Judges and Magi. 
rote are the Phyfitians of the State ( faith B, Lake in his 
Sermon on Ezr2 ) and fins are the diſeaſes of it z what «kills 
it, whether a Gangrene begins at the head or the heel, ſeeing 
both ways it wilt kill, except this be the difference, that the | 
head being nearer the hearr, a Gangrene in the bead will kill 

ſooner then that which is in the heel : Even ſo will the fins of 
great Ones overthrow a State ſooner then thoſe of the mean- 
eſt ſort, 2 Sam, 24 9. to verſ. 18, But, 


Twelfthly, The abuſing, mocking, and defpifing of the 
Meſſengers of the Lord, is a fin that brings the fiery Diſpen- 
[arion upon a-People, 2 ({ broz, 36. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 
Math, 23. 34+ 37, 38. Behold your bouſe is left unto you deſo. 
late, Here is uſed the preſent for the future, to note the cer- 
tainty of the deſolation of their City and Temple, and their 


own utter ruines: and about forty years after the Romans came 


Il. 


It is a ſtrange 
ſaying in Lip- 


fins, viz. That 


the names of 
all good Prin- 
ces may cafj- 
ly be engra- 
ven or writ- 
_ ina pro 
ing. Lip. de 
Conflenticl lib, 
2,C4). 25, 


I2, 


two pregnant 
Texrs, and 
ponder feri- 
ouſly upon 
them ; for 
they ſpeak 
clole in the 


and burnt their City and Temple, and laid all waſte before 
X | them; 


caſe, 


] 
Turn to theſe 
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Iſa. 58.1- 


AﬀRs 26, 15, 
16, 7, 18, 
Dal. 12, 3 


James 5. 16, 
T7, 18. 


| The firſt on 
the 24+ of Au- 


exft, and the 
| other on the 


2. of Septem- 
ber, 


13. 


Sec Ezck. 21. 
28. 31, 32, 
And Chap. 25. 
32 4, 5» 


| countries ſhall be mine, and we will p'([:fit, whereas the Lord 


them. They had turned the Prophets of the Lord our of all 
and therefore the Lord reſolves to turn them out of all. © 
Sirs / will you pleaſe ſcrioufly to conſider theſe fix things, 
Firſt, that all faithful, paintul , conſcicmtious Miniſters or 
Meſſengers of the Lord, arc great Inftruments in the hand of 
the Lord for ſto pping or ſteming the tide of all prophane. 
neſs and wickedneſs in a Land, which bring all dcfolating 


and deſtroying Judgments upon Cities and Countries, 2, 
For converting Souls to God, for turning pcor finners from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan to Jeſus 
Chriſt, 3. For promoting of Religion,” Holineſs, and God. 
lineſs in mens hearts, houſes, and lives, which is the only way 
under Heaven to render Citics, Countrics,and _—_ ſafe, 
happy, and proſperous. 4. For the weakning of the King- 
dom of Satan and Antichriſt, the weakning of whoſe King- 
dom is the glory, ſafety, and ſecurity of the Land, 5, For 
the turning away of wrath, cither felt or feared, 6. For the 
bringing down of the greateſt, weightieſt, and nobleſt of | 
temporal favours and bleſſings upon Cities and Countries, 
as might be proved from ſcores of Scripture, And therefore 
never marvel], if God revenges the abuſes done tothemin 
flames of fire. It was on a Sabbath that the publick liberty 
of the painfu), faithful Miniſters of London was terminated 
and came to in end, and ic was on a Sabbath that London 
was burnt, | 

Thirtcenthly, Shedding of the blood of the Joſt, is a cry-| 
ing fin that brings the Judgment of Fire, and lays all defo. | 
late, Ezchs 35. 4, 5+ 7. I will lay thy cities waſte, and thou 
ſhalt be deſolate, and thow ſhalt know that I am the Lord, Br« | 
cauſe thou baſt bad a perpetual hatred ( or hatred of old ) and 
baſt ſhed the blood of the children of Wratl by tbe force of 1be| 
ſword inthe time of their calamity, in the time that their iniqu» | 
ty bad an end, Thw'will I make mount Seir moſt deſolate, and 
cut off from it bim that paſſeth out, and bim that returnetb. 
Verſ. 10. Becawſe thor haſt ſaid theſe two” nations and theſe two 


was there, Verſ. 11. Therefore as T live, faith the Lord God, T|, 
twill even do according v0 thine anger, and according to thine emy| 


which | 
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which thow baſt uſed owt of thy batred againſt them : and [ wal 
| make my {elf kprown among them wben” { have judged thee, 
Verſ. 12. And thow fhelt know that I am the Lord, and that 
|[ have beard all thy blofphemies which thou haſt ſpoken againſt 
the monntains of Iſrael, ſaying, They are laid deſolate, they 
are given us to conſume (or devour.) Verſ, 13. Thus with your 
menth you have boaſted againſt me, and have multiplied your 
werds againſt me, I bave beard them, VWerſ. 14. Thus ſaith 
the Lord God, when the whole earth rejoycerh I will make thee 
deſolate, Verl. 15. As thou didſt rejoyce at the inberitance of 
the houſe of 1ſrae/, becauſe it was deſolate, ſo will I do unto thee, 
Thou ſhalt be deſolate, O mount Stir, and all Idumea, even all 
if it, and they ſhall know that I am the Lord, The Edomites 
were deadly enemies to the I/raelites, their hatred was old 
and ſtrong, and aRive againſt them z and they took hold on 
all occaſions wherein they might expreſs their gran cru» 
elty againſt them, both in words and works. there- 
fore when the Babylonians took Jeruſalem, they cryed, Raſe 
it, Raſe it, even to the foundation thereof, "When the Ba- 
hylonians entred Jeruſslem, many of the Jews fled to the 
Edomites for ſuccour, they being their brethren , bur inftcad 
of helcring them, they cruelly deſtroyed them, and greatly 
Infulted over them,and were glad of all opportunities wherin 
» bar-ra vent all their rage and malice againſt them, that 
ſochey mighe the better ingratiate themſelves with the Baby- 
lnians, Now for theſe cruel praftices and barbarous ſeve- 
rities of theirs towards the poor, affli&ed, and diſtrefſed 
Iſrael of God, God is reſolved to bring utter deſolation uf» 
on them. Ferſ. 3. Thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold, O mount 
\Seir, I am againſt thee, and I'will ftretch out my hand againſt 
thee, and I will make thee moſt deſolate : Or as the Hebrew is, 
Shememah Umeſhammab , deſolation and deſolation, Now 
this doubling of the Hebrew word ſhews the certainty of their 
deſolation, the ſpeedineſs of their deſolation, and the great- 
nels and throughneſs of their deſolation, Jer. 26. 14, 15. 

s for me, bebold, 1 am in your 'band, do with me 4s ſeem- 


Prime to death, .ye (hall ſurely bring innocent blood upon 
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your 


g00d' and meet unto yow. But know ye for certain, that if | 
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your ſelves, and npon this city, and upon the inbabitants tbereef, 
| That was good counſel, which Tertullian gave Scapula a 
Pagan Perſecutor, Cod will ſurcly make Inquiſition tor 
our blood, therefore (faith hc) if thou wile not ſpare us, yet 
| ſpare thy ſelf; if not thy ſclf, yet ſpare thy Country, which 
| muſt be reſponſible when God comes to vitit for blood. So 
Lam, 4.11. 12, 13. The Lord hath accompliſhed his fury , be 
hath poxred out bis fierce anger, an1 bath kindled a fire in 
Zion, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof. The King 
of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the world would not bave 
believed that the adver/ary and the enemy ſhould have entred into 
the gates of Fernſalem, For the fins of ber Prophets, end the 
| iniquities of her Prieſts, that have ſhed the blood of the jult inthe 
midſt of ber, The Prophets and the Prieſts enraged the people 
againſt them, and ingaged the Civil Power againſt the Jul 
and the innocent, to the ſhedding of their blood. But this 
innocent blood could not be purged away bur by fire, To 
ſhed the blood of the Juſt is a moſt crying fin, and that for 
which God has turned the moſt glorious Citics in the World 
into aſhes, Ferom upon the Texc faith, that the Prophets 
and Pricſts ſhcd the blood of the Juſt in the midſt of Feraſa. 
lem, Dy drawing them into crrour, which is to the deſtruQi. 
3n of the Soul, But Calvin upon the Text well obſerves this 
cannot ſtand, becauſe juſt m:n are not ſo deſtroyed ; but the 
| w cked only that take no heed to their falſe teaching. Fhere. 
fore ( faith he ) the true Prophets of God arc meant by the 
juft, for whom they had Priſons, Dungeons, and Stocks to 
put them into ; and ſometimes ſtoning, or otherwile, tu- 
mults, which they ſtirred up among the people, whereby their 
| blood was ſhed. 

Rome has much of the blood of the Saints upon her skirts, 
Ba and for this very fin ſhe ſba!l be utterly burnt with fire, as 
Rev.r7.6, [you mayſeeat large, if you will pleaſe to read the 18.Chaps 
Rey. x0 2, [*crof the Revelations at your kifure. Though Rome wasa| 
Rev, 18, 24. | Cage of unclean Birds, andfull of all manner of abominati- 
| ons ; yet the fin that ſhall at laſt burn her to aſh«s, is the 
blood of the Saints : mark, though the people of God ave in| 
; Babylon, and may partake of her Plagues, and fall wonder the 
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kery Diſh ation with her ; it is not the fins of the Saints 
but the _ of Babylon that bring the Judgment of Fire upon 
Babylon, Mark, the people of God may live in a City that 
may be burnt to aſhes, and yet their fins may not be the pro- 
curing cauſes of that Judgment, Lot lived in Sodom, and 
had his failings and infirmities as well as other Saints; but 
it was not his fins that brought the Judgment of Fire -upon 
that City, bur the fins of the Citizens, as the Scripture aſſures 


0S- 

But yon may ſay, Pray, Sir, why is God fo ſevere-as to 
turn ſtately Cities, rich and populous Cities, great and glo. 
rious Cities into a ruinous heap, for ſh:dding the blood of 
the Juſt > Anſw, Becauſe next co the blood of Chrift, the 
blood of the Juſt is the moſt precious bluod in all the world, 
Mark, there are theſe nine things that ſpeak out the preciouſ- 
neſs of the blood of the Juſt. 


Firſt, Clear and plain Scriptures ſpeak out the blood of 
the Saints to be precious. He ſhall redeem their ſoul from de. 
crit and violence, and precions ſhall their blood be in by ſight, 
Andſo Pſal. 116. 15. Precious in the fight of the Lord is the 
death of bis Saints, Bar, | 

Secondly, The cry of their blood reaches as high as Hea- 
ren, and this ſpeaks it out to be precious blood, Gen. 4 10,11. 
[The blood ey pron Abel had ſo many tongues as drops, -and 
every drop a voice to cry for vengeance, and the cry of his 
blood. did ftrongly ingage the Juſtice of God to puniſh ir. 
4 16. 6, Give them blood to drink, for they are worthy. 

3 

. Thirdly, Gods curſing their bleflings, who kave fhed the 
blood of his Saints, ſpeaks out their blood to! be precious 
blood, Gen. 4. 10; 11:\ And. now art. than enrſed from the 
earth, which hath opened ber month to receive thy brothers blood 
from thy band,” Now this is added by the Way. 1. To ag- 
gravate the fiy-of Cais, 2, To ſhewthe fitneſs of the puniſh- 
ment ; "cis as if he had ſaid, che carth did, as ie were; in com- 
paſbon receive into her boſom. that blood which thou didft 
ruclly and wickedly ſhed ;; and therefors out of the earth 
| (which 
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Ila. 43. 4, 5+ 


Exod, 14. 


fa, 37. 36, 


Eſth. 9. 


(which hath ſucked in þy the pores thereof thy brothers 
blood ) ſhall {pring a curſe that ſhall plague thee for fheddi 
that blood. The carth which was created for thy bleifing ang 
ſervice; ſhall execute this curſe againit thee in vengeance, not 
yielding thee the fruits-which otherwiſe it would have done, 
As is expreſſed in verſ. 1 2, When thou tilleft the ground, it ſhall 
not bencefortb yield unts thee ber ſtrength. (Heb. /t ſhall not go 
on to give thee its ability. ) This was a ſecend curſe, whereby 
the earth became worſe for Cains fin then it was for Adamy 
Now if thiscurſe were not general; yet doubtleſs it was a 
particular curſe upon Cain portion : fo that whereſocver, or 
whenſoever..he ſhould till the earth as a Hu-bandman, the 
carth by its barrennefs ſh:uld upbraid him as a Murderer, 


But, 


Fourthly, Gods pouring out of the blood of the wicked 
as water is poured out upon the ground, to prevent the effu- 
fion of his Childrens blood, ſpeaks out their blood to be pre» 
cious blood, At the Red-ſeca God made way, not only| 
through the Sca, bur alſo through the blood of the Egyptians 
to preſerve the blood and lives of his poor people, God, to 
oreſerve the lives and blogd of his people, deſtroys a hundred 
four-ſcore and five thouſand of Zenacheribs Army by the 
hand of his Angel in one night. And you know in Eſther: 
time, how God made way for the preſervation of the lives 
and blood of his people through the blood of Hamer his 
Sons, and the reſt of their enemicsthat hated them. 1 might 
give you twenty other Scriptures to the ſame purpole , 
cnough is as good as a Feaſt, But, 


Fifthly, The ftri& Inquiftion that God has made after 
the blood of the Juſt inall Ages of the World, argues the pre- 
ciouſneſs of their blood, Pſal. 9. 12. When be maketh ingquifi- 
tion for blood,be remembreth them, he forgetteth not the cry of the 
humble. Did noe Pharacb, Abab, Fezabel, Haman, Herod, 
Amalek,, Moab, Ammon, Zenacherib, %c. find by woful ex- 
perience, that God did make a firi& Inquiſition after the} 
blood of the Juſt. And fo did thoſe men of violence, who 


4 


ſhed the blood of the Juſt in the primitive times, &c. But, 
| | Sixthly, 


= 
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'Sixthly, The ſpeedy and dreadful Vengeance of God up-!) 6, 
n ſuch as have ſhed the blood of the Juſt, ſpeaks ont their 

to be precious in his eyes, Fſal. 55. 23. Bat thou, O 
\ ſhalt bring them down into the pit of deftruttion, bloody 
and deceitful men ſhall not live out balf their days, Pfal. 94. 
21--23. They gather themſelves together (Heb. Run by troops as 
thieves do) azainft the ſoul of the righteous, and cordemnt the 
innocent blood : be ſhall bring upon them their own iniquity, an1 

all cut them off in their own wickednſ{, yea, the Lord our 
God ſhall cut them off. Richard the III, and Q. Mary were 
cruel Princes, and (hed the blood of the Juſt, and they had 
ſhorteſt Reign of any ſince the Conqueſt. | 
Charles the IX, was a great (hedder of the blood of the _—_ of 

, he had a deep hand in the Mafſzcre of the Proteſtants in|, 72 PB: 
Pariz, and, in gther Parts of his Kingdom, he glutred himſelf} ,5g. ho 
with the blood of the Juſt, and gloricd preatly in their 
ruine?. In His latter days he was = we with a great de- 

ility atid tormenting pains in his , afrer a great effuſon) pag. 808,809. 
lood which iGucd out b alt the vAfrpes of his Body, he! 
ed forth his wretched Soul. Oh rhe horrid butche- 
ies that were coramicted and commanded by this bloody. 
riace his Reign, throughout his whole Realm ? bur at laſt 

vive Vengeance overtook him, and'he dyed wallowing in 
his own blood, Bcc. | 

The Duke of Gwiſe; next to the King, had rhe greateſt! Pag. 593,754. 
hand in che Maffacre of the Proteſtants, he was a moſt bar- 
barons Prince, and at laſt he fails by barbarovs hands, for 
he being called by Revoll Secretary to Henryrhe III to come 
to the King, into his Cabinet, as he lifted up the Fareſtry Page 967. 
with one hand to,enter, he wascharped with Swords, Dag-1 
pere, and Partifans, and ſo dyed by the hands of Merderers, 

He that had -murthered many thouſands cf the Proteftanr:, 
was at laſt murthered by metrof his own Religion. 

Henry the Bit. King of Fratce, was a. moſt cruel Enemy to! French Hiſto- 
the Proteſtants, and he wi by James Climmmont a Monk,) ty, pag. #49, 
ſabded in the lame amber, and on chefitme day wherein] 990- 
he had helped, ro contrive the French Mafſacre.” Doubtlcſ 

God will onc day reckon with France for all that Proteſtan! 
|blood that they have ſhed. .. Maxi. 
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| 


| 
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| Hiſtory of the 
Council of - 
Trent,pag.417, 


Theatrum Hi- 
Roricum. 
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A. 


—_——_. 


"OY 


Anno 15 $2, 


{ that he did was for love of money, and not of Religion, not 
reſpe&ing or believing that there was either a God or a De. 


[the pores of God, he was the Popes Embaſſador to the 
Counci 


Maximinus was a great Perſecutor of the people of God, 
he ſet forth a Proclamation ingraven in Braſs for the utter 
aboliſhing of Chriſt ard his Religion z he was at laſt eaten 
up of Lice, The ſame Judgment befel Philip King of Spain, 
who ſwore he had rather have noSubjeRs then LatheranSub. 
jets; and when he had narrowly eſcaped drowning in a 
ſhipwrack, he ſaid, he was delivered of God to rout off Lys. 
chergnifm, which he preſently began to do, but God ſoon 
cut him off, 

Thomas Blavar, one of the Privy Counſellors of the King 
of Scots, was a fore Perſecutor ot the people of God in that 
Land z when he lay on his dying-bed he fell into defpair, 
and cryed out, that he was damned, he was damned : and 
when the Monks came about him to comfort him, ke cryed 
out upon them, ſaying, That their Mafſes and other traſh 
would do himno good ; for he never believed chem, bur all 


vil, a Hell or a Heaven, and. therefore he was damned, 
there was no remedy but he muſt go to Hell, and in thiscaſc 


without a fign of repentance he dyed. 
A Popiſh Magiſtrate having condemned a poor Proteſtant 


{to death, before his execution he cauſed his tongue to be cut 


out, becauſe he ſhould not confeſs the truth : but the Lord 
did retaliate it upon him ;z for the next child he had, wa 
born without a tongue. 

Cardinal Creſcentizs was a moſt deſperate Perſecucor o 


of Trent, and bcing one night buſte in writing to his 
Maſter the Pope, a huge black Dog with great flaming eyes, 
and long cars dangling down to the ground, appeared to him 
in his Chamber,and went under theTable where he ſate:Up. 
on which the Cardinal was amazed ; but as as ſoon as he had 
recovered himſelf, he called his Servants to put out the black 
Dog that was come into his Chamber : but they lookt round 
about bis Chambers, and the next Chambers, but could find 
no black Dog : upon which the Cardinal fell preſent! 


ſick 
with a ſtrong conceit, which never left him cill his death, ftill 
crying 


_——  — 


relates) was a Gown of Silver wonderfally wrought, and the 


| 
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a 


crying out, Drive away the black Dog, drive away the black 
Dog, which ſeemed to him to be climbing up his Bed ; and in 
thathumour be dycd, 


After the Martyrdom of Gregory the Biſhop of Spoleta, Flac. | Phil. Lonicer, 


<w the Governour who was the Author thereof, was ſtruck 
withan Angel, and vomiced up his entrails at his mouth, and 
dyed. 
"08 Agrippitns when he wat fifteen years old, becauſe 
he would not ſacrifice to their Idols,,was apprehended at Pre. 
xefle, and whipt with Scourges, and hanged up by the heels, 
and at laſt (hin with the Sword ; in the midſt of whoſe tor. 
ments the Governout of the City fell down dead from the 
Tribunal-ſecat. ; 

Genſericus King of the Vandals (an Arrian) was a moſt 
cruel Perſecutor of the Orthodox Chriſtians, he was poſſeſſed 
of the Devil,and dycd a moſt miſerable death in the year 477. 

Herod the Great, who cauſed the Babes of Bethlehem to be 
ſhin, hoping thereby to have deſtroyed Chriſt, ſhortly after 
Was plagued by God with an incurable diſcaſe, having a ſlow 
and ſlack fire continually tormenting of his inward parts, he 
had a vehement and greedy fire. to cat, and yet nothing 
would fatisfic him z his inwatd bowels rotted, his breath was 
ſhort and ſtinking, ſome of his members rotted, and in all his 
members he had fo violent a cramp, that nafure was not able 
to b:ar it, and ſo growing mad with pain, he dycd _ 

Herod Antipas $who beheaded Fobn Baptift, not long after 
falling into diſgrace with the Roman Emperor, with his ince. 
ſuous Herodias the Suggeſter of that murther, they were ba- 
niſhed, and fell into ſuch miſery and penury, that they ended 
their wretched lives wich much ſhame and miſery. 


Herod Agrippa was a great Perſecutor of the Saints z he was 
eaten up of worms in the third year of his Raign, as Joſ: phus 
obſerves, He went to Ceſarea to keep certain Plays in the 
Honour of (2ſar ; the Gown he was in ( as the ſame Author 


beamsof the Sun refleing upon it, made ſo it pliſter, that it| 


Cent, 3. cap. 
12, 


| 


Sizeb.in Chron, 


Euſeb, Hit, 


Euſeb. Hiſt. 


AR 12, 
Foſeph. Antiq. 
{9 19, cap.7. 


end 


dazled the eyes of the Beholders ; and when he had made an 
| Y 
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Ads 12, 21, 
22, 23+ 


Foſeph, Antiq. 
th, 18. cap.13. 


Euſeb, Hiſt. 


Euſeb. Hiſt lib, 
2. cap. 7 


ſuborned falſe WirneG againſt the Lord Chrift, was ſhortly 


———— 


end of his ſtarched Oration in this his Bravery, his Flatterers 
extolled him as a God, crying out, *7is the voice of a God, and 
not of a man : Whereupon he was preſently ſmitten by the 
Angel of the Lord, and ſo dyed with worms that cat up his 
entrails ; the blow the Angel gave him was an inward bloy, 
and not fo vifible to othersz and his torments more and mare 
increafling upon him, the people put on ſack.cloth, and made 
ſopplication for him, but all in vain ; for his pains and tor. 
ments growing ſtronger and ftronger every day upon him, 
they” ſeparated his wretched ſoul from his loathſom body 
within the compaſs of five days. 


Caiiphas the high Pricft, who gathered the Cpunce], and 


after put out of his Office ; and one Jonathan ſubſtituted in 
his room, whereupon he killed himſelf, 

Not long after” Pontins Pilate had condemned our Lord 
Chriſt, he loft his Deputiſhip, and Ceſars favour ; and be. 
ing fallen into diſgrace with the Roman Emperour, and bani- 
ſhed by him, he fell into fuch miſery, that he hanged himſelf, 

Oh the dreadful Judgments that were inflited upon the 
chict Aﬀors in the Ten Perſecutions ! Shall I give you a brict 
account of what befcl them ? 


Nero that Monſter of men, who raiſcd the firſt bloody Per- 
ſecution (to pick a quarrel with the Chriſtians ) he ſer the Ci 
ty of Rome on fire, and then charged it upon them ; under 
which pretence he expoſes them to the fury of the people, who 
cruelly tormented them, .as if they had been common burners 
and deftroyers of Citics, and the deadly enemies of mankind; 
yea, Nero himſelf cavſed them to be apprehended and clad in. 
wild beaſts skins, and torn in pieces with Dogs, others were 


crucifi:d, ſome he made Bonfires of to light him in his night-| 


(ports : To be ſhort, ſuch horrid cruelty he uſed towards 


them, as cauſed many of their enemies to pity them. But}: 
God found out this -wretched Perſecutar at laſt ; for being]. 


adjudged by the Senate an enemy to. mankind, he was coy- 
, demned 


| 
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— 


demned to be whipt todeath, for the prevention whereof h 
cut his own throat, 
Domitian the Author of the ſecond Perſecution againſt the 
Chriſtians, having drawn a Catalogue of fuch as he was to 
kill, in which wes the name of his own Wife and other 
friends : upon which he was by the conſent of his Wife (lain 
by his own Houſhold.fervants with Daggers in his Privy- 
Chamber ; his body was buricd wichout Honour, his Memo- 
ry curſed to poſterity,and his Arms and Enfigns were thrown 
down and defaced, 

Trajan raiſed the third Perſecution againft the Church ; 
he was continually vexed with Seditions, and the vengeance 
vf God followed him cloſe. For firſt, he: fell into a Palfie, 
then loſt the uſe of his ſenſes ; afterwards he fell into a Drop- 
lic, and dyed in great anguiſh, 

Adrian being vexed with great and perpetual Commoti- 
ons in his life, dyed with much anxic ty, 

Maximinus being declared an Enemy by the Senate, was 
Killed ii his own Tent, 

Decius by the Goths (in their firſt Invaſion of the Empire ) 
with his whole Army was cutoff. 

Palerianus was overcome by the Perſians, and made uſe of 
iy as a Stirrup for his foot, when he went to take 


Falianin his height of contempt againſt Chriſt, was dead- 
ly wounded-in Battel againſt the Perſians, and throwing his 
mor in the Air, dycd with that deſperate expreſſion in his 
mouth, V iciſti tandem- Galilee. 

Valentins being a great Favourer of the Arrians, and a great 


Perfecutor of the Orthodox ( the Arrians exceeding the | Fuſeb. Hiſt, 
lth. g. cap. 8, 


Heathens in cruelty ) was in Battel againſt the Gerbs in Thras | Wh: 9. cap. 
«s wounded, wan being carried to a houſe that was near, it compared his 


was ſet on fire by the Enemy, in whichhe miſerably periſhed, | qearu&ion in 
| | the water to 


Maxentizs and his chief Officers being put to flight-on the | Pharaoh's 
rowning in 


Other fide of the River Tyber by Conſtantine,was neceſſitxed to. 
return'by a Bridge whereupon he had made devices in a ſecret} © <4 Sew 


Way tohave drowned Conſtantine, by which he and thoſe that 
YL 3 were 


ee 


M— 
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| were with him were drowned in the River : upon which oc- 
calion the Chriſtians took occaſion to fing that word, Pſal,g, 
16. The Lord is known by the judgments which he excentah, 
the wicked 1s ſnared in the work, of bis own band : And that 
word, Pſal. 7. 15. He made @ pit and digged it, and be bim. 
[elf is fallen into 14, | 

Dioclefian being ſent for by Conſtantine upon ſuſpicion, 
choſe rather to poyſon himſclf then to ſee him. 

Maximianus Herculew endeavouring again to recover his 
Authority, was diſcovered in his defign by his Daughter Con. 
ſtantines Wife : whereupon he was purſacd and beſirged by 
Conſtantive, and was cither killed, or during the Sicge hang- 
ed himſclf, as iz diverfly reported by ſeveral Writers, 


Maximinus Jovims through intemperance becoming corpu- 
lent, was ſmitten with boils in the ſecret parts, out of which 
ifſued abundance of vermine z his Phyſicians were either (uffo- 
cated by the odious ſmell of his loathſom diſeaſe, or elſe they | 
were killed by him, becauſe they could not cure him, One 
of his Phyſitians told him, that it was Gods Judgment on 
him for perſecuting the Chriſtians, which no man could cure. 
- At laſt he fell under ſuch convygtions, as forced him to confels, 
that the wrongs and injuries Mat hc had done to the people| 
of God, were the cauſe of that plague ; and therefore being 
ſtruck with terror and horror, gave ont Edi&s,that the Perſe» 
cution ſhould ceaſe ; and that Churches ſhould be builded; 
and that in their Meetings prayers ſhould be put up for him, 
as formerly uſed to be : which Edi& is to be found in Euſe- 
Euſeb. Hifl. |bizxs, The other Tyrant in the Eaſt (to wit Maximinus who 
lib. 8. cap. 29+ | was called Ceſar ) had been induftrious to invent cruel tor- 
tures for the Chriſtians, cſpecially to pull out their eyes : but 
at laſt he was defeated, and in a baſe habit made to hide him- 
| ſelf, and afterwards he was purſued by ſuch a fickneſs which 
| made both his eyes to drop out of his head, by which Jude» 
| ment he was neceſlitated to confeſs, that the God of the Chri- 
ftians was the only true God, and that he-had been miftaken 
Euſeb. dt vita | concerning the gods whom he choſe to worſhip, which words 


[2.%9.s _— were uttered by him when he was even expiring, as Exſebiw 
TO . . reſt. 


————_— ———_— 
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| [gh wherein he had thus ſworn and vowed, he was choaked 


and in his mad raving fits, he would continually cry our, 


flifics. By all theſe dreadful Inftances, you-may run and 
read that heavy Vengeance that has been inflited upon thoſe 

ho have ſhed the blood of the Juſt. 

Felix Earl of Wartenburge was a great Perſecutor of the 
Caints, and did ſwear that ere he dyed, he would rideup to 
the Spurs in the blood of the Lutberans : but the very ſame 


with his own blood. 

The Judgments of God were ſo famous and frequent upon 
(thoſe that did ſhed the blood of the Saints in Bohemia, that 
it was uſed as a Proverb among the Adverſaries themſelves, 
That if any man be weary of his life, let bim but attempt a» 
gainſt the Picerdines ( ſo they called the Chriſtians ) and he 
ſhould not live a year to an end, 

Sir Thomas Mbor, once Lord Chanccllor of England, was a 
ſworn Encmy to the Goſpel, & perſecuted the Saints with hire 
and faggot ; and among all his praiſes he reckons, this is the 
chiefeſt : That he had been a Perſecutor of the Lutherans, i.e, 
the Saints ; but what became of him > he was firſt accuſed of 
Treaſon, and then condemned, and at laſt beheaded, 


Judge Morgan was a great Perſecutor of the people of God, 
but ſhortly after he had paſſed the Sentence of Condemnation 
upon that vertuous Lady, the Lady Fane Grey, he fell mad, 


Takeaway the Lady Jone, take away the Lady Fane from 
me: and in that horcor he ended his wretched life. 


Drabomiza, after the death of her Husband, uſurped the 
Government of Bobemias, and was a cruel Perſecutor of the 
people of God ; but by a righteous hand of God ir (o fell ont, 


ed, the earth opened of it felf, and ſwallowed her up alive 
with her Chariot, and thoſe that were in it : which places 
now to be ſeen before the Caft'e of Prague, There is no end 


Serenthly, The ſtrange, miraculous, and*wonderſul pre. 


that on that very place where the Miniſters bones lay unburi. | 


of Inſtancesof a later date, Burt, | 


——_— wr 


Al 


(\ 
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id. 


165 


London's Lamentations on 


Hefird ſpeaks 
thirty thou- 
ſand Demi- 
Gods thatwere 
keepers of 
men ; but 
-whar are ſo 
many rhou- 
ſand Gods to 
that one God. 
that neither 
flumbers nor 
ſleeps, bur day 
and night 
keeps his peo- 
le as the ap- 
pic of his eye, 
eph. 5.8. 
As his Jews, 
Mal. 3. 17. 
that keeps 
them in his 
Pavilion, as a 
Prince his Fa- 
yourite, 
Pſal. 31. 20. 


8, 


Cicero. 


eftes, a thou- 
ſand witnefles 
for or againſt 
a man, Con- 
ſcience hath a 
good memo- 


ry. 


— 


| 


(ervation of the lives and blood of the Juſt, ſpeaks out their 
blood to bz precious blood, Who can ſum up the many Mira. 
cles of divine Love, Power, Wiſdom, and Care, &c. that God 
manifeſted in the preſervation of Joſeph in the Priſon, Jere. 
miah in the Dungeon, Daniel in the Den, and the three Chil. 
dren in the fiery Furnace, and not ſay, ſurcly the blood of the 
Saints is very precious in the eyes of the Lord ? [ have read 
of a certain Wicch that ſent her Spirits to kill Ambroſe ; but 
they returned her this Anſwet, That God had hedged him in 
ashe did Job, and therefore they could not touch him, they 
could"not hurt him, Another came with a drawn Sword to 
his Bed-fide to have killed him, but he could not ſtir his hand, 
cill repenting, he was by the prayer of Ambroſereſtored ro 
the uſe of his hand again, For Luther (ſaich my- Author) a poor 
Fryar to ftand it out againſt the Pope and all the Power of 
Rome,was a great miracle, and that he (ſhould prevail againſt 
al] that Power,was agreater, and that after all, he ſhould dye 
in his bed, was the greateſt of all. There arc many thouſand 
Inſtances more of the like nature, bur cnough is as good as 4 
Feaſt. - . | 
© Eighthly, The ſpiritual Judgments that God hath piven 
ſuch up to, who have ſhed the blood of the Juſt, ſpeaks out 
cheir blood to be precious blood, Oh the dreadtul horrors 


venup 10! Takea few Inſtances among the many that might 
be given. TheVaivod thathad betrayed Zegeden a godly 
' man, profeſſed to Zegedine; that he was ſo haunted with Ap- 
 paricions and the Furies of his own Conſcience, that he could 
not reft day.nor night. Dionyſut a crue] Tyrant, a bitter Enc- 
my.to all good metrand good: things, was fo troubled, with 
fear and fiorror of conſcience, that nor daring to truſt his beſt 


i- | friends with a-Raforghe ufed tofindge his beard with burning 


coals, - A ſletpy conſcience, when awakned; is like a fleepy 
Lyon, when he awakes he roars and tears his prey. It is like 
Prometbews Vultur, it lyes ever gnawing, Sin brings. a Rain 
and aſting. Horror of conſcience meets a man! in: the dark, 
and makes him leap in the night, and makes him quake in his 


(keep and makes him ſtart in every corner, and makes wy 
| | thin 


and” amazing terrors: of conſcience that ſuch have been gi-| 


, 
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think every buſh is a man, every man a Devil, and every De- 
vil a Meſſenger to fetch him quick to Hell. By this 7 heodo- 
rick, ſaw the face of a man in the mouth of a fiſh, Neſs heard 
the noiſe of murther in the voice of birds, Sander ran di- 
trated over the Irifþ Mountains, This made Cain wander, 
Saul tab himſelf, F145 hang himſcif, Arius empty his bow- 
e& at the tool, Latomus cry deſperaicly, he was damned, he 
was damned, and Fxlian confeſs, that he was conquered, tt 
[makes man, the Lord of all, to be Slave toall. Lord, whar is 
man? Cercainly 'cis better with Evagr/4s to lye ſecure on a 
bed of. ſtraw, then to have a turbulent conſcience on a bed of 
Doune, having Curtains emboſſed with Gold and Pearl, Bur; 


Ninthly and laſtly, The ſhedding of the b!ood of the Joſt, 
a fin of ſo high acry, and ſo deep a dye, that for ic God 
izrefolved (except men repent) that he will (ſhut them out 
of the higheſt Heaven, and caſt them down to the lowelt 
Hell, as ycu may (ce by comparing the Scriptures in the 
Margine together ; and therefore certainly the blood of the 
Nb toc precious blood, Now ſeeing that th. blood of the 

uſt is ſuch precious blood , who will wonder, if God [ets 
ſuch Cities, and Towns, and Countries into a flame about 
their ears, upon whoſe <kirts the blood of the Juſt is to be 
found ? Foſepbus ſpeaking of the defolation of Fernſalem, | 
aith, Becauſe they have finned againſt the Lord God of their 
[Fathers in ſhedding the blood of juſt men and innocents that 
were within thee, even in the Temple of the Lord, therefore 
are our ſforrowful ſizhings mulkiplied , an4 our weevpings 
daily increaſed *T was the blood of the juſt, the blood of the 
innocents that turned Ferxſalem into ales, 


I have read of one Rabbi Samwel, who lix hundred years 
ce writ a Trad in form of an Epiltle to Kabli {aac Maſter 
of the Synagogue of the Jews, wherein he doth excellently 


ery, and after that he had proved, that it was inflicted for 
ſome grievous ſin, he ſheweth: that. fir ro be the ſame which) 
Amos (peaks of. For three tranſgreſſions of Iſrael, and for 


' 
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Gal. 5.21, 
Rev. 21. 8. 
Rev. 22. 15+ 
1 Joh. 3.15» 


Marh, 22, 7+ | 


di'eaſs the cauſe of their hong Captivity and extream =} 


| 


London's Lamentations on 


Speeds Chro- 
-{ nicte in Queen 
} Mary. 


| four I will not turn away the puniſhment thereof, becanſe thy 
ſold the righteous for ſilver, and the poor for a pair of ſhoes, 
The (clling of Joſeph he makes the firſt fin, the worſhippi 
of the Calf in Horeh tHe ſecond fin, the abuſing of 

| Prophets the third fin , and the (clling of Jeſus Chriſt the] - 
fourth fin. For the firſt, they ſerved four hundred years 
in Ezypt , for the ſecond, they wandred forty years in the 
Wilderneſs, for the third, they were Captives ſeventy years 
in Babylon ; and for the fourth, they arc held in pitiful Cap. 
cvity even till this day, 


When Fhocas, that bloody Cut-throat, ſought to ſecure 
himſelf by building bigh Walls, he heard a voice from Hea. 
ven telling him, Thar though he built his Bulwarks never {6 
high ; yet lin within (blood within) would ſoon undermine 
all. Shedding the blood of the Juſt, is a fin that hath under- 
mined the ſtrongeſt Bulwarks, and that hath blown up, and 
burnt up the moſt glorious Cities that have becn in the 
World. . And who can tell but that the blood of the Juſt 
that was ſhed in the farian days, might now come up into 
remembrance before the Lord ? For in four years of her 
_ there were conſumed in the heat of thoſe flames two 
hundred ſeverity ſeven perſons, viz. Five Biſhops, one and 
rwenty Miniſters, eight Gentlemen, eighty four Artificers, 
one hundred Husbandmen, Servants, and Labourers, tix and 
ewenty Wives, twenty Widows, nine Virgins , two Boys, 
andtwo Infants. I ſay, who can tell but that the blood of 
theſe precious Servants of the Lord hath crycd alond in the 
ears of the Lord for vengeance againſt that once glorious, but 
now deſolate City ? Men of brutiſh ſpirits, and that are $kil- 
ful ro deſtroy , make no more of ſhedding the blood of 
the Juſt, then they do of ſhedding the blood of a Swine; but 
yet this hideous fin makes ſo great a noiſe in the ears of the 
Lord of Hoſts, that many times he tells the World by his fiery 
.Diſpenſations, that ir cannot be purged away but by fire. 
And thus much for the fins that bring the ficry Judgment: 


our way now to the Application is plain, 
Uſe 


CR EA TA TOO 


THE 


FIRST PART 


OF THE 


Application. 


I» To ſee the Hand of the Lord in it. Ten Con- 
fiderations to work to this, 


2. To mourn under the ſenſe of ſo great a Judge- 


ment. 


=PLESRS E come now to the Uſe and Application 
of this important Point. The 'Expli- 
cation of a Do&tine, is but the drawing 
of the Bow : the Application is the hit- 
ting of the Mark, the white, &c. 

Is it fo, that God is the Author or Ef. 
ficient caule of all the great calamities. 
and dreadful Judgements that ate in-, 
fied upon Cities and Countreys; 3 and- in particular of that 
of Fire : then, 


Firſt, Let us fee the band of the Lord in this late dreadful 
Fire that hath been upon us : for certainly God is the'&a+ 
thor { permiſſively at leaft ) _ _ uu Agent" in all thoſe 


& 
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Uſe. 
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London's Lamentations on 


Ruth. 1. 13. 


The Souldiers 
Fire-brand by 
which was 
fired the fa- * 
mous vim, 


of 7:ruſalem, 
was commiſſ 
ohated by a} 
Divine Com 


mand. 


 — 


Marth. 8. 5.11} 
Whatever 
Miſcreants 
made the Fire- 
Balls, yet God 
did b'ow the 
fire, and fo 
turned London 
into a Ruj- : 


[ous heap, 
Certainly J}' 
there was 


much of God 
hand, what- ! 

ever there "*, 
of mens he 


in this fatal 
Fire. 
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'| under Titus Veſpaſian laid it in Aſhes. All Corts of Judge: 


'lof God, than Servants are under the commands of theit 
 |Maſters, or Souldiers under the commands of their Generdl, 


char-giyes the liroke: The power of bringing Judgement 
upon Cities God. challepgeth to himſelf, Amos 3.6, $ 
therdee 'evil in 8 City,. and the Lord bath not, dont it * What. 
ever the Judgement be that falls upon a City, God is the Au: 
thor of it; he aRs init, and orders it according to his own 
| good pleaſure. There is no Judgement that calually falls 
on afly perſon, City.or Countrey : Every Judgement is.in- 
Rcd-Sy'a Divine P.wer and Providence, * The Chaldein 
could never have burnt 7eruſalem, if the Lord had not grant: 
ed" Them a commiſſion: Hence faith the Prophet, Evil cant 
dawn from the Lord, unto the gate of Jeruſalem, Mcch. 1. 12, 
"'T was a ſore. cil ; that Feruſalem ( which wag one of the 


worlds wogdets|) ſhould be defiroyed by fire ; but this evil] * 


Jerue 


was determined at the Counſcl-board in Heaven. 


lem was burnt by a Commiſſion ſigned in Heaven, both when]. 


the Chaldeans under Nebnchadnezzar, and when the Romans 


ments are more at the beck of God, and under the command 


or Children under the command of their Parents. What: 
ever Judgement God commands to deſtroy a Perſon, a Cit 
ty, or Countrey, that Judgement ſhall certainly and fc: 
Qually accompliſh the command of God, in ſpite of all that 


terrible Judgements that befall Pcrlons, Cities and King 


;| doms.\, Wholoever os whatſoever be the Rod, its his h 
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ors ces 0, God as he is our Creator, Preſerver, and 
cxaign.Loxd, has an abſolute power both over our per: 
ſons, lives, cftates. and habitations : and when we have 
cranſgrefled: his righteous Laws, he may do with us, andal 
we hare as. he plcaſcs ; he may turn us out of houſe and home, 
and burn ,up.all our comforts roand about us, and yet do us 
na wrong, Thoſe things which {eem accidental and caſual un- 


to us, are ordered by the wiſe Councel, Power and Provi- 


; | dence of God. Infiruments can no more fir till God gives 


them: acommiſſion, than the Axe or the Knife can cut 
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(them; acc 
fe without an hand, Fob eyed God in the fire that fel 
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kad therefore, as one oblcrves, he doth not fay,the Lord gave, 
ad the Devil took 'away 3+ nor- the Lord gave, and the 
Chaldeans and Sabeans took away ; but the Lord bath ginen, 
and the Lord bath taken, and bleſſed be' the name of the Lord. 
Certainly without the cogn!z ance and concurrence of a Wile, 
Omniſcient and Omniporent God, no creatures can move; 
por without his fore-fight and permiſſion , no event can 
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befall any Perſon, City, or Countrey, Acts 17. 28. For in 
bim 'we tive, move and bave our being. - No man can put forth 
natural aRtion without him. - Whatever the: means or in- 
ients of our miſery be, the hand is Gods, and this the 
Saints in all che Ages of the world have confeft. It becomes us 
in, every Judgement, to fee the hand of the Lord, and to 
look chrough vifiblemeansto an inviſible God: for though 
the Lord may, and manYtimes do's make uſe of Satin and 
hisinttruments to ſcourge his deareſt children, yet it is but 
one hand z and many in(truments that he (mites us with. 
God makes uſe of what ſecond cauſes he pleaſes for the cxe- 
tion of his pleaſure. - And many times he makes the worft 
of men the Rod of his indignation to chaftife' his pevple 
with, Witne's Pharaob, Abab, Haman, Herod, and the Aſſy? 
tiaw Kings, with (cores of other inſtances that the Scriprare' 


£|ifords, And all Wiftories abound in nothing more than in 


Inftances of this nature, as all know that have read any 


ofH:1t can donothing without'a commiſſion from Heaveh.' 
They can't- make a Louſc,> nor! burn! a Houfe®, nor drown 
a Pigg, without a commiſſion under the Broad Seal of Hea' 

A Sparrow lights not-upon the ground*, *nbr x hair 
falls not from our heads; vo nor « briftle from  Sow's 
back; ( ſartty Tertmllian'!) bati by a Divine Providence,” All! 
kreaced creatures both in that upper, and in' this lone yok 
gepeid 'upon'God' for thery bring, motion, aid fevera ah: 
Witieh, - Novy in that God did not exert his Power; mtither' 
t6:prevent, nor- check-thoſe farious flames, whnch he knew 
ihout his 4ifferpoſitte; wodld” Ry ll Tin afhes;, Iris -evit 
mil ae er watt his Dil pealbte, thay £þhidor Howid' Be 
fore wilo a frfhor Were.” Gods mottindttmg Hicdelo- 
mad, EE Se. Ss 


thing of Hiſtory. © The Conclave of R-me, arid the Condave| 


Auſtice, 


Job I, 20, 21, 


Levit, 10. I, 
zz 33 4- 


Exod. $. 18. 
Jer. 21.10. 


Luke 21. 18. 
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Heb.11.25,26.]' 


Iſa.no.5.te 20. | 


Marth. 8. 32. | 
Chap. 10. 30. {| 
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lation of London was a tacit commiſſioning of the flames to 
burn down all that ſtood in their way. . That ſuch are under| 
a high, miſtake, that aſcribe the burning of L»ndon, fo tofſe- 
cond. cauſes, as that they will allow no more Judgement of 
Godin it, than that which accompanies common caſualty, | 
(hall: ſafhciently evidence, before I have finiſhed this firſt 
uſe. ButlI hope the prudent Reader will make it his bufi- 
nels to ſee the fignal hand of God in this late fiery diſpeaſa- 
tion, and to remember, that the Scribe is more properly aid 
to write, than the Pen; and he that maketh and keepeth} . 
the Clock,"is more properly faid to make it go and irike, 
than. the Wheels and Poizes that hang uponit; and e 
Workman to effe& his work, rather than the tools whi 
he.uſeth as inſtruments. Sothe Lord of Hoſts who is the 
Chicf, Agent and Mover in all things, and in all aRions, 
may more fitly and properly be ſaid, to effect and bring to 
pals all Judgements, yea, all things that are done in the 
carth, than any infcriour or ſubordinate cauſes 3 ſceing they]. 
are, but his tools and inſtruments which he rules and guides 
according. to his own Will, Power and Providence. At this| 
ſome of the more civilized Heathen bath long fince ham- 
mered, viz, That the ſame power diſpenſeth both comforts] * 
and croſſes, when they painted Fortune in two forms, with 
two faces of contrary colours, the foremoſt white, the hin- 
dermoſt-black, to fignifie that both good and evil camefrom 
the Goddeſs Fortune. When *twas. told Prince Henry, that| 
delitia generis bumani, that darling of mankind , 'Thot the 
fins of the people cauſed that offion that was upon biz: 0 mw, 
faid;i he, 1 bave fins . enough of mine own to cauſe that. $0 
ſhould we all confels, that though God take occafion by ano- 
ther mansfin, or by. another.; mans (hand 'ta-fire my houſe; 
Yer. £guſc is jult that it ſhould be fa, and. that I my (elf| 
have.del ved .it, whatfoeves the occaſion, os. the infirument{ 
had rmatter enough againſt ;the ſeventy. thouſand| 
hat, died of the. (lege, though David: fin were the 
'yet.the; \caule was.in.. them. . ,Certainly there. is 
ng map. that þ th cv aſuflexer« by this Late. dreadful F) 


but upon. an ca (ea; axtohis qwa heart and —_ 
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|  thelate fiery Diſpenſation. 


- | had taken effeQ, as he did Abitopbels, 2 Sam. 17.10. to the 24. 


Gd matter enough to ſilence himſelf, and to fatisfie himſelt 


that though God has turn'd him out of his habitation, and 
burnt up all his comforts round about him, yet he has dune 
him no wrong. Surely in the burning of the City of Lindon, 
there was more of the extraordinary hand of God, than ther: 
was-of the hand of Papift or Atheiſt, God if he had plcaf- 
ed, could have prevented brutz(h and $kilfu] men to deltroy 
and burn, by diſcovering of their helliſh plots before they 


and as*he did "Tobiabr and Sanballate , Neb. 4. 7. tov. 16. 
And as he did the Jews who took counſel to kill Paul, 
Ads 9.23, 24,25. Afr 23.12.t0 25. And as he did that of the 
Gun-Powder-Treafon. And God could have directed and 
{ſpirited men to the uſe of the means,and then have given ſuch 
a blefling to the means, as ſhould have been effeQtual to the 


which is a clear evidehce, that he had given from Heaven 
acommiſſion to the Fire ta burn with that force and violence 
Sitdid, till all was laid in aſhes. 

Now that you way the better (ce and acknowledge the 
hand of the Lord in. the late dreadful Fire that has been 
amongſt us. Confider (criouſly with me theſe ter following 

culars. 

Firſt, Conſider the intemperate heat, the drought of the 
ſeaſon, ach a hot and dry Summer as that was, has not been 
known for many;years; How by this means every mans ha- 
bitation was as ſtubble, fully dry, prepared and fitted for 
the burnmg flames, B:fore God would firike fire, he made 
our houſes like tinder : When fuellis wet and green, what 
putkng and blowing mui there be to kjndle a fire, and to 


quenching of it when it was firſt kindled, but he would nor, | 


make1tburn? but when fuel! is light and dry, it is focon-| i 


Ezek. 21.31. 


Nah. 1. 10. 
Jo'l 2.5, 
By this porn: 
ing {ealon 
every mans 
houle was 
prepared fur 
el. 


ceptive of fire, that even the very (mell. of-fire puts it into 
a flame, - And this was poor London's.caſe; for every mans 
hotfe had lain long a Sunning under the fcorching beams 
of the Sun, and much brightneſs of weather, , which. made 
every thing fo dry and combuſtible, that ſparks and flakes of 
hire were {afficicnt toſet mens houſes all in a flame about 


Genes, Now this finger of God we arc ncither to over- 
Aag look: 
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tKing.19.1,2. 
Job 38. 31. 
Doubrlcls 
-thcre ws 
much wrath in 


0 | 
Exod. 8.19. jlook, nor yet deny; *tis our wifdom,'as well as our work, 
to fee not only the finger, but the hand of the Lord inevery| 
circumſtance that rclates to that fore Judgement of fire, that], 
| weere Rill fighting under, *Tis God that withholds (eaſo.| 
Amos 4. 5- |nable ſhowers, and that cauſeth it to rain upon one City, 


and not upon another. The Earth cannot open her bowels, 
and yield fſccd to the Sower, and bread to the Eater, if not 
watered from above; ror the Heaven cannot drop down 
tarncſs upon the Earth, if God clole it vp, and withhold the 
(cxſonable ſhowers. This the very Heathens acknowledged] 


his, that the 
Wa:er-houſe 
which ſerved 
much of the 
City with wa= 
ter, ſhou'd be 
burnt down 1n 
a few hours 
aft, r the fire 
hrſt began. To 
want a proper 
:emedy when 
we are under 
a growing mi- 
LETYs 1S NO 
{mall calami- 
ty. *Tis fad 
with the peo- 
ple that have 
nothing ro 
quench the 
furious flames, 
bur their own 
Þ tears ard 
b'ood. To 
be ſtriprt of 
water when 
God firikes 

a people with 
hac tremen- 
dous Judgc- 
ment of Hire, 
is wrath to the 
utmoſt, 
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in their ions of F#piter and Juno. God only can make the 
Heavens as Braſs, and the Earth as [ron,and reftraii, the Cele- 
(tial influences. Car man bind the ſweet influences of Pleiaduc Þ or 
looſe the bends of Orion ? Canany but God forbid the Clouds 
to drop fatneſs? Surely no. Beloved, drought and (cantneb} 
of water, upon a Land, a City, &c. is a Judgemerit of God. 
'Tis no {mall miſery to have the firedtns dried up, when the 
hre is at our doors, Jer. 50. 38. A drought is apon ber we- 
ters, and they ſhall be dried up : for it is the Land of Graven 
Images, and they are mad upon their Idols, Jer. 51. 35, 36. The 
violence done to me and to my fliſh, be wpon Babylon, ſhall the in- 
habitant of Zion ſay ; and my blood upon the inhabitants of Chil- 
| dea, ſhall Jeruſalem ſay, Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, Behold1 
will plead thy cauſe, and take vengeance ſor thee ; and I will dr 
up ber Sea, and make ber Springs dry, Now mark what fol 
lows, ver. 37. And Babylon ſhall become heaps , @ dwelling 
place for Dragons, an aftoniſhment, and an biſſing without an in 
babitant. When God comes to plead the cauſe of Zion, 
againft Babylon z not by words, but by deeds, by blowes, by 
terrible Judgements. When he comes to burn up the inb# 
bitants of Babylon, and 'to turn them out of houſe and home; 
he 'firft- dryes up her Sea,' and makes her Springs dry, 
Huggai 1' 12; Ant Tealled fit a drought mpon the Land, and 
up-n the Mountains, and upon the Corn, and wpon the new Wint, 
and' upon tht Ol, and von that which the ground bringeth forth, 


bends. - "Tis God that brings Jroughts arid -rsin,” and that 


* 


optns and fiops-( the Touts!) the bottles of Acaven'at i 
| 2 A 


nid wpon Meir, and upon; Cattel,-and wpon all +be labour : 


pleaſore | 
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plealure, Jer. 14. 2, 3, 4- ' mourneth , and the gates, 
gbereof languifh, they art black, wnto the ground, and the cry of 
Jeruſalem & gone #p. . And their Nobles bave ſent their little ones 
tothe waters, they came to the pits, and fornind no water, they re 
txrued with their veſſels empty z they were aſhamed and confound 
6d, they covered their heads. They muffed up their beads and 
faces, as @ token of great grief and ſorrow as cleſe mourners do 
with us., Becauſe the ground is chapt, for there was no rain in 
Ithy earth phe Plowmert were aſhamed, they covered their wods. There 
we-many calamities that are brought upon us by humane 
means that arc alſo avoidable by humane helps ; but drought 
and want of water: {pecially when a devouring hre 1s kindled 
in the midſt of a people,is no {mall judgement of Heaven upon: 
that people, to want water when the houſe is all in flames 
s 4 high evidence of Divine diſplcafure. We had no rain 
a long time b: fore the fire, and the Springs were low, ard 
the Water- works at the Bridge-foot which carried water into 
that part of the City that was tirſt in flames were burnt dow.. 
the firſt day of the fire. And was there not wrath from 
Heaven in this ; Surely yes. Look as "tis a cheice mercy 
tohave God at hand, and the creatures at hand when wc. 
moſtgeed them ; So 'tis a fore Judgement, to have God at a 
diſtance, and the creatures remote, when they ſhould be © 
moſt ſcxvice and uſe unto us. Certainly Gods arming of th: 
Element of fire againſt us, and his denyingat the (ame tim« 
water gnto us, cannot but be a ſignal of his great indignati- 
onagaintt us. And therefore it highly concerns us, to (ee th: 
hand of che Lord in that late lamentable fire that has becn 
vmongt us. Bur, 
Secondly, Conlider the ſuddenneſs and unexpeRedacſs cf 
s Judgement. Who among all the burnt Citizens, did 
ever expe to ſee London laid in afbes in four dayes time ? 
Judgements many times ſeize upon mens perſons, hquſcs | 
and efiates, as the Souldiers did Archimedes, whiltt he was bu- | 
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ke in drawing lines in the duſt, Iſa 64. 3, When thou didit: 
terrible things which we looked not for. When the Citizens ſaw 
Linen. in flames, they might truly have ſaid, This is a terri- 
ble-thing which we looked not for ; we were minding 
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| 'Babyls1 bere it 
ſelf bold upon / 
rhe ſeventy 
years proviſion 
lajd up before 
hand, to ſtand 
out a Siege, 
and upen its 
ſtrength and 
riches, but 
for a!l this 
*rwas taken 


by C145. 


| 


| iKing.8.37,38. 
Iſa. 9. 133 14! 

I5. 
| Jer, 8. 6. 


I Sam, 15. 32. 


| heart, I am, and none elſe beſides me. 


{Land ? Did the inhabitants of London lay thoſe Judgements 


| of London given to ſinful pleaſures and delights? Did they 


] and their Trades together ; from both which for a time the 


| ſhould have a bleſſed calm; and dreamed of nothing but 
| peace,and quiet,and fafety,and Trade ; firiving with all their 


—— 


our butine(s, our Shops,our trades, our profits, our pleaſures, 
our delights; we were ſtudying, and plotting, and contrive- 
ing how to make our ſelves and our children great and rich, 
and high and honourable in the earth ; and it never entered: 
into our thoughts, that the deſtruRtion of London by fire, 
was ſonear at hand, as now we havefound it to be, Ila. 47, 
7, 8, 9, 11. Thow ſaidft I ball be a Lady for ever : ſo that thou 
didft not lay theſe things ts thy beart: ( what things, we 
the Judgerments of God that were threatned ) neitber didft re 
member the latter end of it. Therefore bear now this, thou that 
art given to pleaſures, that dweleſt careleſly ; that ſayeſt in thine 
] fpall not fit as @ widow, 
neither ſhall I know the loſi of children. But theſe 1wo things 
ſhall come to thee in a moment, in one day; the boſs of Childrm 
and Widowhood, they ſhall come upon thee in 1beir perſefion, Evil 
ſhall come wpon thee, and thaw ſhalt not know from whence it 
riſeh , and miſchief ſhall fall upon thee, thox ſhalt not be able 
pat it off: and deſolation ſhall come upon thee ſuddenly , which 
thou ſhalt not know, Was not London the Lady City of wo 
of God to heart that they cither fclt or feared ? Did Londn 
remember her latter end ? Were not moſt of the inhabitants 


not live careleſly and ſecurely ? Were they ever fo ſecure 
and inapprehenfive of their danger, than at this very time 
when the flames broke forth in the midfi of them ? They 
had newly eſcaped the moſt {weepingPlague, that ever was 
in the City and Suburbs: but inſtead of tinding out ___ 
of their hearts, and mourning over the Plague of their 
hearts, and repenting of the evil of their doings, and 
returnipg to the Moſt High, they returned to their fins 


Plague had frighted them 3 concluding in themſelves, that 
ſurely the bitterneſs of death was paſt. They thoughtthat 
the worſt was paſt, and that after fo dreadful a fiorm they 


might to make up thoſe loſſes; that they had ſuftained by 
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the Peftilence. They having eſcaped the Grave, when ſo ma- 
ay ſcore thouſands were carried to their long homes, were| 
yery ſecure 3 they never thought, that the City, which had, 
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been ſo lately inteGted by a contagious Plague, was ſo near 
buried in its own ruines: they never imagined, that 

the whole City ſhould be put in flames, to purge that Air 
that their (ins had infeQed.. And therefore no wonder 1! de- 
{folation came upon them fuddenly, in a moment, in one day. 
{No marvail that fo great a Fire was kindled in the very 
heart of the City, and they not ſee the hand that kindlcd it, 
nor have no hands nor hearts to quench it, * Ju{gements 
arenever {0 near, as when men are moſt ſecure, 1 Thi. 5. 3. 
The old world was very ſecure until the very day that Noab 
entered into the Ark. Luke x7, 27, They did eat, they drank 
they married wives,they were given in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered into the Ark, and the flood came and deftrozed them 
a, Latbey obſerverh, that it was in the Spring that the flood 
,when every thing was in its ptime and pride, and no- 
leſs looked for than a flood: They neither believed,nor re- 
garded N+abs preaching,nor his preparations for his own and 
8 childrens ſecurity; but-merrily paſſed without intermiſſion, 
om'eating co drinking, and from drinking to marriage till 
very day that the flood came and ſwept them all away. 
Their defiruRtion was foretold them to a day, but they were 
trown'd in f(ecurity, and would take no notice of Noab, 
preditions, nor their own peril. - They had made their 
guts their God; they had -buried their -wits in their guts, 
and-their brains in their bellies ; ahd fo were neither awake- 
ned, \nor bettered by any thing, that cither N+4b faid or did ; 
und fo they periſhed ſuddenly and unexp:Redly. So Sod) 
1was very ſecure, till the very day that fire and brimſto 
was rained from Heaven about their ears, ver. 38, 29. Like- 
i{c alſo asit was inthe dayes of Lot, They did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they ſold, they planted, they builded : But the ſame day 
]thar Lot went ont of Sodom, it rained fire and brimſtoge from 
'| Heaven and 'deftroyed them all. Lot was no ſooner taken out 
m was #5 ſoon taken oat of the world: 

fair funſhine morning had a foul 'diſmal evening : they 
Bb had 
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In che Mone:ly 
; of Seacems, rlf.e 
| Plague 12s at 
the high: Nt, 
and in the 
CGme Moneth 
the flames & 
Lot14or were 
at higheſt. 
Doubclcls 
there is ſome} 
myſterie 1n 
this fad Provt- 
dence, Lonaon 
was Judge- 
ment-proot » 
Plague-proof 
in Septemb.6%« 
and therefore 
God ſerLo1don 
in flames in 
Septembcy 66. ! 
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| firuction both of their City and Countrey by ſword and fire. 


|cherc ſhall be no pcſlibility of piecing them up again, or put- 


had a hanſel of Hcl! on this tide Hell z they pait through tire 
payr brimone here,to an eternal tire in Hell,as Jude ſpeaks.$o 
the Jews were deadly fecure b:fore the firſt and latter de- 


All the world could not perſ{wade them, that their Temple 
and City ſhould be laid inAſhes,till che Chaldeans at one time, 
and the Romans at another, had ſet both their City and 
Temple in a flame before their eyes. Now mark ſudden and 
unexpeRcd Judgements doalwayes carry a great deal of the 
anger and feverity of God in them, Deut. 7. 4. Ss will the 
anger of the Lord be kindled againſt you, and deſtroy thee ſuddenh, 
God being greatly angry with Fersſalem, 7ſa. 29. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
He tells her, that her Judgement ſhould be at an inſtant, ſud- 
denly, ver. 5. Pſal. 64.7. But God ſhall foot at them with an 
arrow, ſuddenly ſhall they be wounded. Hab. 2.7. Shall they ne 
riſe up ſuddenly that ſpall bite thee, and awake that ſhall wat 
thee, and thon ſhalt be for booties unto them ? Prov. 6. 14, 15; 
Frowardneſs is in bis beart, be deviſgh miſchief continually, be 
ſoweth diſcord. Therefore ſhall his calamity come ſuddenly ; fud- 
denly ſhall be be broken without remedy. Here is a diſmal doom; 
not bruiſed, but broken; yea, ſuddenly broken, when they 
leaft dream or dread the danger. And this without remedy, 


ting them into a better condition, Chap. 24. 22. Their 6 
lamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly; when they think that they have made 
all cock-fure, then ruine and delolation lyes at their door, 
Certainly. there. are no judgements ſo dreadful and amazing, 
as thoſe which come mot ſuddenly and unexpectedly upon 
the ſons of men :; for thele cut off all hope; they hindet the 
exerciſe. of reaſon ; they cloud mens minds ; they diſtreſs 
mens ſpirits ; they marr mens-councils, and they weaken 
mens courage 3 .and they daunt mens hearts fo, that they can 
neither be ferviceable to themaſelyes, nor their friends, not 
the publick ; allthis was evidently fſcen. upon the body d 
the Gitizens, when London was in flares. The more crhinent 


late fiery diſpenſation that has paſt upon us. The year 1666; 
according to the computation of ſcycral ſober, wiſe, learned 
men. 
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caufe have we to take notice of the hand of the Lord; in that} 
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men, ſhould have bccn the Chriſtians Jubilee : many mens 

ions were high, that Rome that year ſhould be laid 
in aſdes3 but it never entered into any of our hearts or 
thoughts, that this very year London ſhou!d be laid in aſhes. 
O unexpected blow ! Berlin in Getmany who in the Pulpit 
charged the Apoſile Paul with a lic, was ſuddenly ſmitten 
with an Apoplexy, while the words were yet in his mouth, 
and.f. Ill down: dead in the place. The Parſon of Chrondal 
in Kent,having got a Pardon from Cardinal Poo!) as the Popes 
Subftitute 1n that work ) the next Lords Diy in his own 
Pariſh preſſes all his people to do the ke, with this Argu- 
ment, that he w4$S now fo free from all his tins, that he could 
{dic prefently 3 and God preſently fo firuck him in the Pul- 
pit that he dicd and never ſpoke more, As Bibulns a Roman 
General was riding in triumph in all his glory, a Tyle-f:1! 
from. the houſe in the Street and kr.ockt out his brains. Oths 
the Emperour flew himſelf with his own hands, but fkept 


berheard/hum fnort. And Plutarch reporteth the like of Cato 
Lyyidw and Aufidins fiumbled at the very threſhold of the 
Senate and died : the blow came in a cloud from Heaven 
Supbocles. died ſuddenly by exceflive joy : and Homer by im 
moderate grief. Mr. Perkins (peaks of one, who when it 
thundered, (cofhingly (aid, it was nothing but Tom Twmbril 
a hooping his Tubs, and preſently he was firuck dead with 
a Thunderbolt. Olympus the Arrian Heretick bathing him- 
ſelf, uttered ſad words againſt the blefſed Trinity , but ſud- 
enly. a threefold Thunderbolt firuck him dead in the fame 
place; Artilus King of the Hwuns, proudly gave out , that 


ce, and how he would be the (ſcourge of all Nations; 
t foon after he died by a flux of blood breaking out of his 
mouth, which choaked him on his wedding-day. King 
Henry the Second of France upon the Marriage of his Sifter 
withthe King of Spain, was fo puffed up, that he called him 
elf by a new Title, Tres-bewreuſe Roy, The thrice happy King. 
But ( toconfute him ) in ſolemnizing that Marriage, he was 


Stars fell before him, and the earth trembled at his} 


Sentltet. Ara”. 
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fainat Tilt, by the Captain of his Guard ( though againſt | 
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Fer. 8. 15. 


I, 
Many Authors 
ſpeak much of 
the Greeh Fire 
{ ſome of 
which burnt 
the Saraccas 
Fleet) to be of 
ſuch force, 
that the Anci- 
ents account- 
ed, no other 
means would 
extinguiſh '1: 
but Vinzgar. 
And certainly 
ſeveral fircs 
that have been 
enkindled by 
Romiſh Jeſuits 
have not been 
leſs furious, 


 IStone walls 


and Brick- 
walls, and 
thoſe noble 
and ſtrong 
Pieces of 
ArchiteRure 
were 4)l but 
fuel to thoſe | 
furious flames. 


Engines, Ladders, Hooks, opening of Pipes, and (weeping of 
-Channels, could give no check to it. This fire broke in up- 


his will, but not without Gods determinate counſel ) in the 


very beginning of his ſuppoſed happineſs. Now .every :one|, 


that is a man cither of reaſon or Religion, will certaiuly fay,' 
that in theſe ſudden Judgements that befell theſe perſons, 
there was the angry and diſpleafed hand of God to be ſeen, 


O how much more then ſhould we fee the angry and dif. | 


pleaſcd hand of the Lord, in that ſudden dreadful fire, that 
has turacd-our once renowned City into a ruinous heap, 
In this year 1666. many thought that there had becn many 
great .and glorious things in the womb. of Providence, that 


wou'd have been now brought forth, but they were mi-. 


ſtaken : for unexpeRedly London is laid in aſhes. But, 
Thirdly, Contider the force , violence, vehemency and 
irrefiltiblencls of. it : deſpiting and triumphing over all thoſe 
weak cndcavours that were uſed. This Fire broke forth 
with that violence, and raged with that fury, and appeared 
in that dreadfalnefs, and fpread it (elf with chat diſmalneſs; 
and continued 'for fo long a time with that irreliftiblenefs, 
that diſcouraged hearts and weak hands with their Buckets, 


on the Inhabitants like an Arm of the Sea, and roared and 


raged, like a Bcar robbed of her Whelps, until it had laid our| 


glory in aſhes, When the fire was here and there a little 
allaycd or beaten down, or put to a fiand, how ſoon -.did 
it recover its force and violence, and make the more furious 
onſcts; burning down Water- houſes, Engines, Churches, 
and the moſt firong, plcafant and tiately houſes, nothing be- 


ing able to ſtand bcfore-its rage. How ſoon did the flams| 


mount up to the tops of the higheſt houſes, and as ſoon 
deſcend down to the bottom of the loweſt Vaults and. Ce 
lars > Haw did they march along Fehx-like0n- both fides of 
the Streets, with ſuch a roaring, dreadfal and aſtoniſhing 
noile, as never was heard in the City of London before ? Lon- 
dons fins were now fo great, and Gods wrath was now. fo 
hot, that there was no quenching of the furious flames. The 
Decree for the burning of Landon was now gone forth, and 
none could reverſe it. The time of Londons fall was: now 


| 


come. 
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come. The fire had now received its commiſſhon under the 
Broad Seal of Heaven, to-burn down-the City, and to turn 
it into a ruinous heap; and therefore it defizd and con- 
temned all remedies, and {corned to be fuppreft by human« 
attempts, Whoever kindled this fire, God blew the coal 3 
and therefore no arts, counſcls, or endeavours of men were 
able to quench it. It God commiſſion the Sword to walk 
abroad, and to glut itfelf with blood, whocan command it 
into the Scabbard again * No art, power or policy can caufe 
that Sword to lie (ill, that God has drawn in the Nations 
round us, untill it hath accompliſhed che ends for which he 
has drawn it. As toour preſent caſe, when I weigh things 
inthe ballance of right reaſon, I can't but be of opinion, that. 
had Magiftrates and Pcople vigorouſly and conlcienciouſly 
diſcharged their duties, much ot London ( by the bleſſing of 
God upon their endeavours ) that is now ruined, might hap- 

pily have been preſerved. When ina fiorm the Ship and all 
the vaſt ercaſure that is in it, is in danger to be loft, "cis ſad 

to ſee every Officer and Marriner to mind more, and endea- 

vour more the preſervation of their Cheſts, Cabins and 'par- 

ticular intereſts, than the preſervation of the Ship, and the} 
vaſt treaſure that is in it, Now this was juft ourcaſc : Ci- 
9 in. his time laughed at the folly of thoſe men, who con- 
cited that their Fiſh- ponds and places of pleaſure, ſhould be 
fafe when the Common- wealth was-loſt. And we may well 
mourn over the folly and vanity of thoſe men, who were 
ſv amazed, confounded, difiracted, beſotted and infatuated 
( ifnot worſe ) as not to improve all heads, hands, hearts, 
councils and offcrs, that were made for the preſervation of 
the City. This is, and this muſt bs for a lamentation, that 
mn the midit of publick dangers, all ranks and ſorts of men 
ſhould take more care for the preſervation of their trifling 
Fardelsz (for fo is any particular mans <tiate , though never 
ſo great, whencempared with the riches of a Rich, Trading, 
Populous City ) than they do for the-preſervation of the 
publick goods That there might have been rational and 


probable anticipations of thoſe dreadful conflagrating pro- 


grefles, I ſuppoſe all fober men will grant: that theſe were 
B p 
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[either hid from ſome mens eyes, and ſeen by others, and not 
| improved, was Lnndons wo. When Lonarn was almoſt de- 
 troyed, then ſome began to blow up: ſome houſes tor the 
; preſervation of that lictle that was.Icft, and God blett Fern 
| endeavours; but had ſome had encourzgement, who lon 
| before were ready for that work, and who offered them- 
ſelves in the caſe, *tis very probible that a great part of 
' Londin might have b:en preſerved. - But what ſhall 1 fay, 
| Divine Juſtice dos aseminently ſparkle and thine inthe ſhut: || 
'tirg of mens eyes, and in the liopping ct mens ears, and-in| 
' the hardning mens hearts, againlt the v:lible and probable 
' means of their outward- preſervation, as in any one thing, 
; This we mult ſerjouſly confider , and then lay our hands 
| upon our mouths, and be filent before the Lord. The 
force- and violence of this fire was fo great, that many thu 
removed their goods. once, twice, thrice, yea, and ſome oft- 
ner, yet lofi all at laſt. The tire follow«d thcm fo cloſe 
from place to place, that ſome ſaved but little, and others 
loft all. Now how well dos it become us, in the rage and 
fury of. the flames, to fee the hand of the Lord, and'to 
' bow before him, as this fire being like Time , which de: 
vours all before it. Ferwſalem was the glory and beauty 
| the whole Earth; and the T<mple was one of the warlds 
A wonders; but when Tizxs Veſpaſian's Souldicrs had ſet it on 
. tixe, it burnt with that rage -and fury, that all the induftry 
and $kill-that, ever. could be. uſed, imagined , or thought 
on, could not quench it, though Times would gladly hav: 
preſerved it, as a matchleſs monument. They threw both 
water and the blood of the lain into it, but it burnt 
with, that -violence, that nothing could extinguiſh it. King 
Herod for. eight years together, before. the ruine of it, had 
imployed. ten thouſagd men at: work to beautifie it; but 
| when once 'twas On fire, it burnt with that fiercencſs, that 
| there was no preſerving of it, the D:cree of Heaven been 
t gone, out againſt it, Oc. Bur, 
| ; Fourthly, Conſider the (wiftneſs of; it. It flew upon the 
wings of the wind, that it might the ſooner come to its 
journies. end ; It ranalong likethe fire and hail in Agyp, 
- deftroying 


— 
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deftroying and conſuming all bcforeit, The Apolile Fans 
peaks of fierce winds, The wind was fo boiltrous, that it 
(cattcred and carried the fire, the flames ſometimes one way. 
ſometimes another, in deſpite of all the reftraints, refittances 
and limits, that the amazed Citizens could have ſet to it. 
I ſhall not trouble you with the various notions, of Philoſo- 
phers concerning the wind, partly becauſe they will dozno fer- 
[vice in the preſent caſe ; and partly becauſe our work is to 
llook higher than all natural cauſes. All that cither is or 
can be ſaid of the Wind, I ſuppoſe may be thus ſummed up. 
that it 1s, a creature that may be 1. Felt: 2. Heard : and 
Little underſtood. : Very wonderful is the rice of the Winds 
when it is fo calm and (till upon the Seas, that ſcarce a 
breath of air is perceivable, upon a ſudden the wind is here: 
and there, and every where, Ecclef. 1.6. The wind goeth 
toward the South, and turntth about unte the North, it whirleth 
about continualy, and the wind returneth again according to his 
circuits, Plal. 135. 7. He bringeth the wind ont of bis treaſu- 
riee, But what choſe treaſuries are, and where they are, no' 
man on earth can certainly tellus. The Wind is one of the 
great wonders of the Lord, in which, and by which the 
Lords Name is wonderfully magnified , Pal. 107. 24, 25- 
They that go down to the Sea, ſee the works of 1be Lord, and: his 
wonders in the deep.What wonders ? He commandeth and rai(- 
echche Roxrmy wind 3 although ſome thing miy bek nown of 
this creature in the natural cauſcs of it; yet it is a wonder 
above all, that we ean know of it. What the Wind is, aud 
from whence it comes, and whither it goes none can tell. . 
Gad is the great Generaliſlimo and Seycraign Commander 
ofthe Winds, ſo that a blaſt of wind cannot paſs without his 
leave, licence and cognizance, Jonah 1.4. But the Lord ſent 
«great wind into the Sea,. and there was a mighty Tempeſt in 
the Sea. The winds arc Gods Poſis; they arc ſometimes 
meſſengers of mercy, and ſometimes meſſengers of wrath. 
Plal. 147. 18. He canſetb bis wind to blow. . The winds are 
at Gods command, to come and go, and go and come at his 
plealure. When there is nothing but a {weet, ſmooth and 
lyycr calm on the Scas, if God dos but give forth a word of 


command, 


become a de- 
lo'ation. 


Pialm 18, 10. 
Exod.9.23424. 
James 3.6. a. 
The winds are 
the Fan of 
Na:ure to ceo] 
and purge the 
A:r. Burt ar 
this time 
God brought 
the winds out 
of his Trea- 
ury, to ſcatter 
the flames of 
his indignati- 
on, that {6 
Loadoa might 


John 3. 8. 


Mar. 8. 27. 
Num. 11.31, 
Ifa. 27. 8. 
Num. 11, 23. 
Gen. 3, 

Exod. 1. 10. | 
Chap, 13. 
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Pſal. 18. 10. 
2 Sam. 22. 11». 
Pal, I04. 3+ 


Exod. 18. 10. 
Exod. 14. 21. 


Proy. 30. 4- 


_— 


| many ten thouſand houſes that they have blown down at 


command, how foon are they thrown into Hills and Muun- 
tains, and how dreadfully do the waves daſh and clath one 
again{t another ? Pal. 148. 8. Fire and Hail, Snow and Va- 
pours, ftormy Wind fulficing his word. Sometimes the word: 
that God has to fulfill, is a ſaving word , and ſometimes*tis 
a deſtroying word, a drowning word, « linking word. Now 
according to the word: that God has to futhll, fodo the 
wines alwaycs blow. The Lord hath the winds at com- 
mand, to be his Exccutioners and adminifirators; either of 
deſtrution or preſervation. © What are ſtormy winds at Seq 
or a Shore, bur the urterings of Gods voice in wrath and 
judgement. ' Sometimes Jod is- ſaid to fly upon the wings of 
the wind: and Cometimes he is (aid to, ride up the wings of the 
wind : and ſometimes he is (aid to walk wpon the wings of 
the wind, Now theſe things are ſpoken after the manner of 
men, to ſhew that the wings are continually ated and go+ 
verned by a Divine Power. God flies upon the wings of 
the tempeliuous winds ſpeedily to execute the vengeance] 
written; and he rides and walks upon the wings of the 
more ſet, eafic and gentle gales of the wind, that he may 
make good the mercies promiſed. No creatures in Heaven 
or on"Earth, hath the winds at command, but God ſolely 
and properly. "Every wind that blows, has a commiſſion 
under the Great Seal of Heaven to bare it out in all it dos, 
If the winds fhould be examined, queſtioned and required, 
to give in a full and exact account, of the many thouſand] - 
Marriners that they have drowned, and of the many thou- 
ſand Ships that they have ſpoyled and deftroyed, and of the 


ſome times, and of the many ſcore thouſand houſes, that 
( when the fire has been kindled ) they have helpt to con- 
ſume and reduce to aſhes at other times, they would ſhew 
you the hand and ſeal of Heaven for all they have done. 
The Soveraignty and greatneſs of God doth eminently ſhine 
and ſparkle in this, that the winds are originally ia his 
hand. 'He gathereth the wind in bis fft. God keeps the 
royalti: of all the creatures in his own hand. The winds 
are greater or lefler,' of longer or ſhorter continuance, 'ac- 
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cording to the will and pleaſure of the great God; and not 
according to the workings of ſecond cauſes. The more 
civilized Heathens had this notion among(t them, Tyat the 
winds were under the Dominion of one Supream Power, and 
therefore dividing the world among ſundry Gods, they gave 
the honor of the Winds to Als, whom they ignorimntly 
ſuppole, had a power to lock them faſt, or to let them looſe 
at his pleaſure. Thele poor befotted Reathens thought, 
that their feigned God A 1/us had power to govern and 
bridle the winds, and to turn chem this way and that way, 
a man governz th: Chariot in which he rid.th, And 
many igaorant Atheittical wretches when the winds arc 
boiſterous and violent, they arcready to ſay, that there is 
conjuring abroad , and that the D-vil is at work 3 but they 
muſt know, that the Dzvil has not power of himſelf, to raitc 
blaſt of wind, no nor (o much wind as will ftir'a fea 
ther, Iknow that the Devil is the Prince of the power of | per, 2 2. 
the air, and that when God will give him leave to play Rex 
ends beft known to himſelf, he can then raiſe ſuch ſtorms 
and tempeſts, both at Sca and a Shore, as ſhall daſh the 
touteſt Ships in pieces, and remove Mountains, and mak- | 
the molt glorious Cities in the world a ruinous heap, he cin 
ily and quickly raze the foundations of the fairclt, thg, Job 1. 194 
richeſt, the tirong:(t, and the renownelt, and the oldeſt build 
iogs in the world, if God will but permit him But without 
Divine permiſſion, no Angel in Heaven, no D:vil in Hell, nor. 
"(no Witch on Earth, can raifc or continue the winds one 
moment. Satans power over the wind is only a derivative 

wer, a permiſſive power but the Lords power over the 
wind, is a fupceam power, an abſolute power, an indepen- 
dant power. Now O what cminent cauſe have we to fee 
the hand of the Lord in that boiſterous wind that continued 
four daycs and nights, and that carried the fire to all points 
of the Compals, to all parts of the City, ( if I may fo (peak) 
till our glorious City was laid in Aſhes ! Oh how great 
were the tins of that people ! Oh how great was the anger 
of that God, who united two of the moſt dreadfulleſt cle-; 

mehts Fire and Wind, to deliroy our City, and lay our glo-| 
| Cc ry 
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| faith my Author ) it turned the fire again upon the wall,and 


ry in the duſt ! When the Romany put tire to the Walls of 
Fernſalem, at firſt the North Wind blew it furiouſly upon the 
Komans themiclves 3 but ſuddenly the wind changing and 
blowing from the South, ( as it were by Gods Providence, 


lo all was conſumed ard turned into aſhes. And this Elea- 
Zrrin his Oration to his companions, takes ſpecial notice of, 
where he ſaith, Neither hath our Caſtle by nature incxpug- 
nable, any thing profited us to our preſervation; but we having 
flore of viluals and armour, and all other necefſaries, have It 
all bope :f ſafety; God bimfſelf rp.n'y taking it from ws. For the 
fire that once war carried againſt our enimics, did not of it ſelf 
return againſt us, and unto the wall we built. Suppo'e the 
Romans, or ſome ſet on by the Conclave of Rome, did at firſt 
ict our City on fire, by caſting their fire-brands ( for by that 
means Feruſulem was ſet on hre )) or fire balls here and there, 
yet how highly Cos it concern us, when we conſider the fy- 
rious wind that helpt on the fury of the fire, to lay our 
hands upon our loynes, and to ſay, the Lord is righteous; 
| ind that our preſent ruine, is but the produR of incenſed 
| Juftice, Oe. 

When the Lord hath any f:rvice for the wind to do, it is 
preſently upon the march, to -run and diſpatch his errands, 
whether of indignation or of mercy. If the Lord General of 
Heaven and Earth, the grear,the ſupream Commander of the} 
winds, will have them to defiroy a people, and to help on 
the deftruRtion of their houſes, when the flames are kindlcd 
'or tobreak and daſh in picces thzir Ships at Sea, it ſhall ſoon 
be accompliſhed, 2 Chron. 20 37. Becamſe thou baſt joyned 
thy ſelf mith Ahaziah, the Lord bath broken thy works, and the 
Sbips were brokyn, that they were not able to go to Tarſhiſh, 
Bftcrous winds at Seaor a ſhore, are the arrows of God 
h »r out of the bended bow of his diſpleaſure; they + arc one 
of the lower tier of his indignation, that is fired upon the 
:wildren of men, Nuhum. 1.3. The Lord bath bis way in the 
whirle wind, and in the ſtorm, and in the clouds are the duft of 


Mis feet, The great Spaniſh Armado that came to invade our 
Land in 88, were broken and ſcattered by thewinds : So that 
| their 
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dice-games were fraſtratcd, and they ſent into the botrom of 

the Sca, if not intoa worſe bottom. And when Charles the V. 

had belieged Algier (that Pen ob Thicves) bath by Sea and by 'Y-l. Max. 
Land, and had almoft taken it, by two terrible Tempetts, the ©1/14*- 
greateli pait of his great Fleet were: deſtroyed, as they did lye 513? 
ia the Harbour at Anchor. Ships, Houſes, T recs, Steeplcs, 

Rocks, Mountains, Monuments can't (tand before a tempell;- 

ous wind. 1 Kings 19.11. A great flrong wind rent the Moun-= 

tains, and brakg in pieces the rocks, What moe ſtrong than 

Rocks and Mountains? and yct they were too weak to (tand 

before the Gength of a tempeltivus wind. O! the ternble: 
execution that God doth inany times by the winds both at. 

Seaand aſhore. Plal, 18. 7. T be earth ſhook and trembled, the 
foundations of the Hills moved and were ſhaken, becauſe be was 

wroth, ver. 8. There went up 4 ſmoke out 'of his noſtrils, and 

fire out of bis mouth devoured © coals were kindl:d by it, ver. 10. 

He rode upon a Cherub, and did flie, yea, be did flie upon the 

wings of the wind. vcr, 12. Hu thick, Clouds paſſed — 

and coals of fire. verſe 13. The Lord alſo thundred in the Hea- 

vens, and the bigheft gave bis voice, bail ſtones and coals of 
fre, ©c. The hrie in London carricd the noilc of a whicle- | 
wind in it ; and that made it fo formidable and terrible to 
all thac beheld it, eſpecially choſe chat lookt upon it as a 
fruit of Gods diſplcaſure. Tae wind was commuiſſionated 
by God to juyn ifſue with the raging fire, to lay the City 
deſolate, 1 think the like dreadful inſtance can't be given 
in any age of the world, We can't ſay of the wind that 
bl:w when L0ndin was in flames, that God was not in the 
wind; as *cis ſaid in that, x Kings 19. 11. For afſuredly, if 
ever God was in any wind, he was remarkably in this wind , 
witneſs the diſmals eff. Rs of it among us to this very day. | 
Had God been pleaſed to have hindered the conjunQtion of 
theſe two Elements, much of L:=don might have be. n (tand- 
ing, which now lycs buried in its ow! raines. I grant that 
'tis probable enough, that thoſe that did fo long bcforc pro- 
pheſic and predi& the barning of Lmdon, before it was laid 
in aſhes, were the prime contrivers and furtherers of the 


fixing of it ; but yet when they had kindlcd the fare, that 
Cc 2 God| 
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God by the bellows of Heaven, ſhould fo blow upon it, asto 
Gen. 3. ult, |makeit (pread, and turn like the flaming Sword in Pars- 
diſe every way 3 till by its force and fury, it had dettroyed 
above two third parts in the midſt of the City : as the phrale 
'S, Ezek, 5. 2. This is, and this muſt be ſor a ſore lameni ation, 
Palm 13. 5. | Sod wbo holds the winds in his fit, who is the true lug, 
Mark 4.39. |could either have lockt them up in his treafures, or have 
| commanded them to be ſtill; or clſc have turned them to 
have been a d«fence to the City. God who holds the bot- 
tles of Heaven in his hand, could ealily have untiopt them ; 
he could: with a word of his mouth have opened the win 
dows of Heaven, and have poured down ſuch an abundance 
of rain upon the City, as would quickly have quencht the 
violence of the flames, and ſo have made the conqueſt of 
the fire more cafic. But the Lord was angry, and the De- 
ctec was goneout, that Zndon ſhould be burnt, and who 
could prevent it? 

Tocloſe up this particular, conſider much of the Wit- 
dom, Power and Juttice of God ſhines in the variety of the 
motions of the wind. Ecclef. 1, 6. The wind goeeth t:ward the 
South, and turneth about ynto th: Nyrth, it whirleth about con- 
tinualy, and the wind retwrneth again according to by circuits, 
The wind hath its various circuits appointed by God : when 
the wind blows Southward, Northward, Wcſtward, or 
Eafiward, it blows according to the Orders that are iſſued 
out from the Court of Heaven. - Sometimes the wind be- 
gins to blow at one point of the Compaſs, and in a' ſhort 
time whirles about toevery point of the* Compaſs, till it 
comes again to the ſame point' where it blew at the firſt; 
yet inall this they obſerve their circuits, and run their com: 
paſs, according to the Divine appointment. As the San, fo the 
winds have their courfrs ordered out by the wiſe Providence 
of God. Divine Wiſdom much ſparkles and ſhines in the 
circuits of the winds 3 | which the Lord brings out of his 
| rrcaſure, and makes them ſerviceable, ſometimes to one part 
{of the world, and at other times to other parts of the world: 
T's the great God that appoints where the 'winds tha 
| blow, and when the winds ſhalt blow, and how tong ve 
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winds ſhall blow ; and with what turce and violence th: 
winds (hall blow. The winds in fome parts cf the world, 
have a very regular and uniform motion in ſome moneths 
of the year, blowing con{tantly out of oae quarter, andin; 
others out of another. In fore places of the wor'd ( where 
[ have been ) the motions of the wind are ficady and co: 

(tant, which Marriners call their Trade-wind. Now by 
theſe ated or (erled winds, Divine Providence dos very 


greatly ſerve the intereſt of the children of men. Eut nou 
in other parts of the world, the wines are- as chat ge- 
able as mens minds ; The Laws that God layes 1 pon the 
winds in moſt parts of the world, arc not like the Laws of 
the Medes and Perſians, which alter not. One day God layes 
aLaw upon the winds to blow full Eaſt, the next day to 
blow fult Weſt, the third to blow full South, the fourth to 
blow full North: yea, in ſeveral parts of the world, I have 
known the winds to change their motions ſeveral times in 
a day. Now in all theſe various motions of the winds, the 
Providence of God is at work for the good of mankind. 
That there is a dreadful form in one place, ang at the ſame 
time a (weet calay in another 3 that a te uous ftorm 
ſhould deſtroy and daſh in pieces one fleet, and that at the 
lame inftant, and in one and the ſame Sca, a proſperous gale 
ſhould blow another fleet into a ſafe harbour : That ſome at 
Sea ſhould have a tiff galc of wind, and others within fight 
ofthem ſhould lye becalmed : That forme Ships ſhould come 
into harbour top and top- gallant, and that others ſhould ſink 
down at the ſame harbours mouth, before they ſhould be: 
able to get in; is all from the Decree of God , and that 
Liww that he has laid upon the winds. That terriblc 
tempcſtaous wind that affrighted the Diſciples, and that put 
them-not only to their wits end, but alſo to their faiths end, 


was allayed by a word of Chrifts mouth,” Matth. $8. 26: He 
aroſe and rebuked the winds and the Sea, and there was a great 
calm, O Sirs, when London was in flames, and when the 
winds were high, and went therr circuits, roaring and make- 


Jelus, "by a word of his mouth, to have allaycd them ? -but 


irg a moft hidcous noiſe, how cafica thing had it bren: with] 


Cc3 he | 


Dan. 6. 8. 
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> 
Within the 
Walls of the 
City, there 
were eighty 
one Pariſhes 
conſumed. 
For every 
hour the fire 
laſted ,there 
was a whole 
Pariſh con- 
ſumcd, 


1c was more angry with us, than he was with his Diiciples, 
who were in danger of drowning z or elſc he would as cer- 
ainly have faved our City from buraing by rebuking the 
winds and the flames,as he did his Diſciples from drowning, 
by rebuking the winds ard the Seas. I have b en the longer 
upon this fourth particular, that you may the more eahily 
cun and read the anger of the Lord in theſe furious flim:s 
and in that vivient wind that has laid our City dclolate, 
"Tis truc Aftrol gers 3\cr:bs the motions of the winds t) 
(pecial Planets; The E.f& wind thcy aſcribe to the Sun, the 
W.ki wind to the Moon, the South wind to Mars, ard the 
\N. ch wind to Fepitcr , but thoſe that are wile in hearc, by 
what I have {aid concerning the winds; may lafely and 
anc groundcdly conclude, that God alone hath the S.pream 
power of the wirds in his own hand: and that he alone or- 
ders, direAs, and commands all the motions of the winds. 
And therefore let us look to that terrible hand of the Lord 
chat wes lifted up in that fierce wind, that. did ſo exceed- 
ingly contribute to the turning of our City into a ruinous 
heap. Bur, 

Fifthly, o:ac: the extenfivene's of it. How did this 
dreadful tire fpread it (elf, both with and againſt the wind, 
«ill it had gaincd fo great a force, as that it detpiſed all mens 
attempts? ir quickly ſpread it (elf from the Ealt to the Well, 
to the deſtruction of houſes of State, of Trads, of Publick 
Magiltracy, befides Mynes of Charity 3 it ſpread it (elf with 
char violence, that it foon crumbled into aſhes our moſt iate- 
ly H.bitations, Ralls, Chappcls, Chutches, and famous Mo- 
numen:s, Thoſe Magnificent StruQtures of the City that 
formerly had put flops, and given chccks to the furious 
f.m:s, falls now like tubblc b.fure the violence of a {pread- 
ing fire. This fire like an Arm of the Sea, or like a Land- 
flood broke in ſuddenly. upon us; and ſoon ſpread it (elf 
all manner of wayes among us : it ran from place to place 
like the fire and hail in Agypt ; now *twas in this Street,and 
anon inthat : Now this Steeple is on fire, and then that ; 


[Now this place of. Judicature is laid in aſhes, and then that : 


Now this Hall is in flames, and then that : Now this Pariſb 
is 
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is burnt down to the ground, and then that : Now this Ward 
is turned info a ruinous heap, and then that : Now this 
Quarter of the City is level wii h the ground, and then that ; 
Now this Gate of the City is demoliſhed and confurre | 
and then that. The adverſary bath ſpread out bis band upor 


and we may (ay aghingly, the fire hath ſpread out 1ts hane 
upon all our plcafant eings, upon all our plcafant H uſes 


the year before, did (o rage and (pread, that it emptied many 
thouſand houſes of perſons; and now this dreadſul nre hart, 
{o ſpread it (elf, that it has not left houſes enough for many 
thouſands of perſons to dwell in, there b:ing more thar 
13060. houſes dettroyed by the furious limes. Sin is of 
+ {ſpreading nature, and accordingly it had ſpread it (elf over 
all parts of the City; and therefore the Lord ( who delights 
to ſuit his Judgements to mens fins ) ſent a ſpreading fire 
m the midit of us. The mercileſs flumes ſpreading them- 
ſelves every way,in four dayes time laid che main of our(once 
glorious ) City in aſhes : a Judgement fo renfMkible and 
[paſ prelident 3 that he that will not fee the hand of the 

Lord — it, may well be reckoned among(t che wortt of Athe- 

\(ls. Bur, 

* Sixthly, Confider the impartiaticy of it. It ſpared neither 
$'nners ror Saints, young nor old, rich nor poor, honourable 
nor baſe, bond nor free, Male nor female, buyer nor ſeller, 
borrower, nor lender : God making good that word, Ila. 
24. 1, 2. Behold the Lord makgth the earth empty, and makgtb it 
waſte, and turneth it upfide down, and ſcattereth abroad the in 

habitants thereof. And 'it (hall be as with the people, ſo with 
the Prieft : ( or with the Prince, for the Hebrew word figni- 

hes both ) as with the ſervant, f) with bis Maſter, as with the 
maid ſo with the Miſftris, as with the buyer ſ» with the ſeller, as 
with the lender ſo with the borrower, as with the taker of uſury, 
ſo with the givey of wſury to bim. In the day of the Lords 
wrath that was lately upon vs, all orders, ranks and degrees 
of men ſuff-red alike;and were abaſed alike:the furious flames 


al ber pleaſant things, fauth-the Prophet lamentingly; and| 


Shops, Trades, Gardens, Walks, Temples, &c. The Pligui [| 


made no difference, they put no diftinion between the 
| | Rufſet 
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| The fire like the Duke of Parms's Sword, knew no difk- 


{neſsof it. Oh the many thouſand familics that,were de- 


| Ruſſct Coat and the Scarlet Gown, the Leathezn Jacket and 
the Gold Chain,the Merchant and the T radc{man, the Land- 
lord and the Tenant, the Giver and the Receiver. 


There is no difference, Fire hath made, 
Equal the Sccpier and the Spade. 


Ezek. 20. 47. Beho!d T will kindl: a fire in thee, and it ſhall d+ 
v ur every green Trce in thee, and. every dry Tree : the fluming 
fl me ſail nt be quonched, and all faces from the Sou:h to the 
North, ſ:all be burnt therein. (1 have in the /formcr part of 
this Tre=tiſe given ſome light into thcle words:) The fire, 
tt e flames in the Text, takes hold of all forts of people, rich 
37d poor, Lord and Lad, high and low, great and {mall 
-(trong and weak, wile and fooliſh, learned and ignorant, 
Commanders and Souldiers, Rulers and ruled. So did the 
late lamentable fire in London take hold of =1l forts and de- 
grecs of men, as the Cit;zens have found by fad experience. 


rence 'twagh Robes and Rags, "twixt Prince and Peaſant, 
*ewixt honourable and vile, *cwixt the righteous and the 
wicked, the cl:an and the unclean, 'twixt him that facrificed 
and him that ſacrificed not, *twixt him that ſweareth, aud 
him that fcarcth an oath. The Judgement was univerſal; 
the blow reacht us all ; the fAlames brake into every mans 
houſe ; (ſuch a dreadful, impartial, univerſal fire, «yes never 
{aw before, nor ears never heard of before, nor tongues ne- 
ver diſcourſed of before, nor Pens never writ of before. 
B:loved, you krow, that 'tis our duty to take (crious no-|. 
tice of the hand of the Lord in the leaſt Judgement, and 
in every particular Judgement : Oh how much more then 
dos it high'y concern us, to take (ſerious notice of the hand 
of the Lord that has been lifted up againſt us, in that late 
dreadfu), impartial, univerſal] fire, that has burnt us all out 
of our habitations, and laid our City deſolate. Bur, 
Seventhly, Conſider the greatneſs of it, the deſtruRive- 


[{troyed and impoveriſhed in four dayes time Of many o 
wight 
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might have becn faid the day before the fire, who fo rich as| Los for was 
theſe? and the very next day it might have been aid of the! = OS 
(ame perſons, who fo poor as theſe ? as poor as F053 Yelr| Ricker ome 
poor to a Proverb, Jer. 21. 13, 14. Bchold Iam againſt thee,' ny Nations 
0 inhabitant of the valley, and rock, of the plain, ſaitb the Lord, ' were laid up. 
which ſay, wbo ſhall come d;rwn againſt us ? or who ſhall oe rn p 
into oxr babitations ? But I will prniſh you according to the fruit . re __ ns 
of your doings, ſaith the Lord. And I will kindle a fire in the | Londo b than 
forreft thereof, and it ſhall devour all things round about it, Some | be bound to 
by the Forreſt, underſtand the fair and furmptuous baildings _ up the 
in Ferxſalem, that were built with wood that was hewen out | mus fog 
of the Forreſt of Libanon, and fiood as thick as Tees in the read "Mg 
Forreſt. Others by the Forreſt, underttand the whole City 
of Feruſalem with the Countrey round about it, that was as 
| of people, as a Forreſt is full of Trees. Others by For- 
fi underſtand the houſe of the Lore, and the Kings houle, 
and the houſes of the great Princes, which were built with 
excellent matter from the Wood of Lebanon. Feruſalem was | 2 Sam. 5.6. 
{ ftrongly d:fended by nature, that they thought them- 
ſelves invincible, as once the Febufites did : they were fo 
confident of the firength of their City, that they ſcorned the 
oudeſt and the ſirongeft enemies about them, But fin 
brought them low in the eye of God, fo that he could 
ke nothing eminent or excellent among them; and therc- 
fore the Lord reſolves by the Chaldees, to fire their magni- 
ficent buildings in which they glori:d, and to turn their 
firong and ſtately City into a ruinous heap. Though Ferw- | Pſalm 125. 2- 
alem food in a Vale, and was environed with Mountains, 
yet the upper part of it, ttood high as it were upon a xocky 
rifing hill. Now the Citizens of Fersſalem truſted very much 
in the ſcituation of their City -: they did not fear their being 
belieged, ſtraitned, conquered or fired : and therefore they 
fay, Who ſhall come down againſt us? Who (hall enter in- 
to our habitation? Where is the enemy that has courage or | 
idence enough to aſſault our City, or to entex into our 
habitations ? but God tells them that they were as barren of 
ood fruit, as the Trces of the Forreſt were barren of good! 
& 3 and therefore he was WY by the hand'of the _ 
D s 
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| ures, and to turn their glorious City ( in which they 


[Nation hath-ever fſcen or felt (ſuch a dreadful vification as 
; | his hath been. Nebuz2radon General tothe King -of Batf 


—_— 


deani to hew them down, and to fire their mort ftatcly Stru-: 


greatly truſted and gloried ) into a ruinous heap. All which 
accordingly was done ( not long after ) by NebuZaradanand 
his Army ; as you may fcein Fer. 52. 12, 13, 14, 15. How 
often hath che Citizens of Londen been alarm'd with the cry 
of fire, which hath been as often extinguiſhed before they 
could well know where it was, and how. it began ? but all 
former fires were but ſmall fires, but Bon-fires to this dread- 
ful fire that has been lately amongſt us. 

In the twenticth year of the Reign of William the firſt, fo 
great a fire happened in L:ndom, that from the Weſt-gate to 
the Eaſt-gate, it conſumed houſes and Churches all the way. 
This was the moſ} grievous fire that ever happened in that 
City, faith my Author. And in the Reign of King Henry the 
firſt, a long tra of buildings, from Wft-cbeap in London to 
Aldgate, was conſumed with fire. And in King Stephens 
Reign there was a fire that began at London Stone, and con» 
(umed all unto Aldgate, Theſe have been the moſt remark- 
able fires 'in London, But what were any of theſe, or all 
theſe, to that late' dreadful fire that has been amongſt us? 
London-in thoſe former times was but alittle City, and had 
but a few men in it incompariſon of -what it was now. Lon- 
don was then but as a great Banqueting-houſe, to what it 
was now : Nor the conſumption of London by fire then, was 
nothing proportionable to 'the conſumption. of-it by. fie 
now. - Forthis late lamentable devouring fire hath laid waſte 
the greateſt part of the City of Landon-within the walls by far, 
and (ome part of the Suburbs alſo. More than fourſcore Pa- 
riſhes, and-'allthe Houſes, Churches, Chappels, Hoſpitals, and 
other -the great and magnificent buildings of Pious or Pub- 
lick uſe, which were within that. circuit, are now-brought 
into aſhes, and become one ruindus heap. Thus furious 
raging fire burnt many ſtately Monuments to powder 3 it 
mclted the Bells. in the Stceples ; it much weakned and ſhat- 
tered the firongeft Vaults under ground. O what Age or 
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lon, firſt ſets the Temple of Jcruſzlem on fire, and then the 
Kings Royal Palace on fire, and then by fire he levells all 
the houſes of the great men; yea, and all the houſcs of Fe- 
ruſelem are by fire turned into-a rumous heap, according to 
what the Lord had before foretold by his Prophet Feremiab. 
Now this was a lamentable fire. Some hundred years after 
the Roman Souldiers fackt the City, and fct it on fire, and 
laid it deſolate with their Temple, and all their ately build- 
ings and glorious monuments. Three or four Towers and 
the Wall that was on the Weſt fide they kft ſanding as mo- 
'numents of the Romans vlour, who had ſarpized a City fo 
ſtrongly fortified. All the reſt of the City they fo plained, 
that they who had not ſeen it before, would not b:licve that 
it had ever been inhabited. Thus was Ferzſalem one of the 
worlds wonders, and a City famous among{(t all Nations, 
made deſolate by fire, according to the prediction of Chriſt, 
ſome years before. There was a great fire in Rome in Ne- 
ro's time, it ſpread it ſelf with that ſpeed, and burnt with 
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that violence, till of fourtcen Regions in Rome, there were 
but four left entire. 1 know there are forme; who would 
make the world believe, that this fire began caſually, ( as 
many now would perſwade us, that the late fire in Londn 
did ) butI rather joyn ifſae with them, who conclude that. 
Nero ſet Rome on fire, and when he had done, he laid it upon 
the Chriftians, and thereupon grounded his Pcrſecution:; as 
all know, that have read the Hiſtory of thoſe times. Ann $0. 
Rome was ſet on fire by fire from Heaven (fay ſome) it 
burned three dayes and nights, and conſumed the Capitol, 
with many other ſtately Buildings and glorious Monuments ; 
it burnt with that ircefiſtible fury, that the Hiſtorian con- 
cludes, that it was more than an ordinary fire. - And-in the 
time of Commodius the Emperour, there happened ſuch a 
dreadful fire in Rome, ' as contamed the Temple of Peace, and 
all the moſt ſtately Houſes, Princely Palaces, glorious Stru- 
ares and rarc Monuments that were in the City, 

In the Reign of Achmat the eighth Emperour of the Twrks, 


antinople, wherein almoſt five hundred Shops of Wares, 
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ws of all fires comes neareſt to the late fire of London ; but 


with many other fair Buildings were deſtroyed by fire; (6 
that the harm that was then done by fire, was elicemed .to 
amount to abovetwo Millions of Gold. But alas, what was 
this fire and loſs to the fire of London, and the lofs of the Citi» 
Zens in our day ! 

In' Conſtantinople in A. D. 465. in the beginning of Septem- 
ber, thcre brake forth ſuch a tire by the water fide, as raged 
with that dread, force and fury, and violence four dayes and 
nights together, that it burnt down the greatcti part of the 
City, the (irongeſt andthe flatclich houſes, being but as dried 
ſtubble before it. It bid defiance to all means of reliftance; 
it went on triumphing and (corning all humane helps, till 
it had turned that great and populous City ( once counted 
by ſome the wonder of the world ) into a ruinous heap. 


what is the burning of a thouſand Romes, and a thouſand 
Conſtantinopler, or the burning of ten thouſand BarbarousCi- 
ties, to the burning of one London? Where God was a 
greatly known, and as dearly loved, and as highly prized, 
and as purely (ceved, as he was inany one place under the 
whole Heavens ! O Sirs, 'tis our duty and our high concern» 
rnent, to ſee the hand of the Lord, and to acknowledge the 
hand ofthe Lord in the leali fires : how much more then 
does it become us, to fre the hand of the Lord lifted up in 
= late dreadful fire that has laid our City defolate. 
at, 

Eighthly, Confider how all forts , ranks and degrees of| 
men were terrified, amuſed, amazed, aſtoniſhed and difpirited 
in the late dreadful fire that was kindled in the midfi of us. 
When men ſhould have been a ſirevgthning of one anothers' 
hands, and ing of one another hearts, to pull 
down, and blow up fach houſes, as gave life and firength 
to the furious flames , how were their hearts in theix hecls, 
every one flying before the fire, as men flye before a victo- 
rious enemy ? What a Palfic, what a great trembling had 
ſcized upon the heads, hands and hearts of moſt Citizens, as 
if they had. been under Coin's curſe, moſt men were, un- 


, 
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rious flames received no check. In former fires, when 
Magiſirates and People had reſolved hearts and active 
hands, how calily, how quickly were thole fires quenched ? 
But now our Rulers minds were darkned and confuſed, 
their Judgements infatuated, their ſouls difpirited, and their 
ears ſtopped, fo that their Authority did only accent ther 
miſery : and this filled many Citizens hearts, with fear, ter- 
ror, amazement and diſcontent ; theſe things being done, 
the City quickly was undone. Had the care and d.ligence 
both of Magiſtrates and People, been more for the fecuring of 
the publick god, than "twas for ſecuring their own private 
intereſt, much of London by a good hand of Providence upon 
their endeavours, might have been fanding, that is now 
turned into a ruinous heap, Troy was loſt by the ſloth and 
careleſneſs of her inhabitants z and may I not ſay, that much 
of London wasloft, by the ſloth and carcleſneſs of ſome, and 
by the fears, frights, and amazement of others; ind by 
others endeavouring more to ſecure their own Packs and Pa- 
trimanics, than the ſafety of the whole. When London was 
in flames, mens courage did flag, and their fpizits did fail ; 
the ſirong helpers ſtood helplels : Some (ood loking on, 
others ſtood weeping and ſhaking their heads, and wringing 
their hands ; and others walkt up and down the Streets like 
ſo many Ghoſts, Pſal. 56. 5. The ftont bearted are ſpoiled ( or 
8 the Hebrew runs, the flowt hearted have yielded themſelves up 
for @ prey: which the Rabbins thus expound, They are foiled 
of their underſtandings and infatuated ) and none of the men of 
Wight bave found their bands : ( or as ſome read the words, 
none of the men of riches, that is, rich men, bave ſound their 
band; ) or as others carry the words, God took away their cou- 


was, in flames, how were high and low, rich and poor, hono- 
rable and baſe, ſpoiled of their underſtanding, and infatua- 
ted ?. The Lord took away all wiſdom, courage, counſeland 
irength from them : So Judges 20. 40." Bus when the flam:s 
began 20 ariſe out of the City with a pillar of ſmoke, the Benja- 
mites looked bebind them, and bebold the flame of their City af- 
ended up to Heaven : and when the pep of Iracl + 
D d3 ? 


rage, and their wonted firength failed them, So when Londow| 
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| tbe men of Benjamin were amazed, for they ſaw that evil was 
| come upon them, Theſe Benjamites were the very piQture of 
'Our Citizens; for when they ſaw the flame b:gan to ariſe 
| out of the City with a Pillar of ſmoke, when they ſaw the 
flame of the City aſcend up to Heaven, O how amazed and 
' confounded were they / All wiſdom, courage and council 
' was taken away, both from Magiſtrate and Pcople ; ard none 
Job 34. 19, | of them could fing cither heads, han1s, or hearts to prevent 
20, 24. | Londons defolation. In Fſal. 76. v. wit. God 15 faid, to cut if 
the Spirits of Princes : ( oras the Hebrew runs, He ſhall ſlip 
off the Spirirs of Princes, as men lip off a bunch of Grapes, or 
a Flower b-tween their fingers, calily, ſuddenly, unexpeRed- 
t Kings 19 3%. ly, as he did by Senacheribs Princes ) Princes uſually are men 
of the greatclt ſpirits; and yet ſometimes God dos dilpirit 
them; he ſlips off their ſpirits, as men do a flower -which 
ſoon withereth in their hand. How ſoon did God ſlip off 
Dan. 5. 1, 2, | the Spirit of that great, proud, debauched Monarch Be/ſhaz- 
3z45,6. | Zar, who when he was in the midfi of his Cups, bravcry and 
jollity ( with all his great Princes, Lords, Ladies and Con- 
cubines about him ) ſaw a hand- writing upon the wall, 
which did {0 amaze him and terrific him, that his conntenance 
was changed and his thoughts troubled, and the joints of bis loin 
looſed; and bis knees daſhed on: againſt an»ther. But you may 
ſay, Whit was the reaſon that ſogreat a Prince ſhould be (0 
greatly aftomiſhed. An, The Text tells you, he ſaw a band: 
prexitiin%s | What hand? we the hand of a man : what could one hand 
School ofPa- | Of a Man ( ſaith One ) terrific and ftartle fo great a Mo- 
tience, p. 150, | arch ? Had he ſeen the Paws of a Lion, or the Pawes of a 

151, 15:- | Bear, or the Paws of a Dragon, there had been ſome cauſe 
of terror. But what need ſuch a Paiſſant Prince fear the hand 
of # mani {o much, at whoſe command and beck, an hundred 
Troops of Armed Horſe would preſently flye to his afliſtance? 
| What terrible Weapons could that one harid wield or ma- 
mas, none but a Pen with which it wrote. But will any 


man, much leſs a King, be afraid of a writing Pen ? Had 
> Sam. 18. 14, {he beheld the three Darts of Foah, or the fiery flaming Sword 
Ger. 3.24. |of the Chernb, 'brandiſhed direRly againſt him, he had then 
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had ſome argument” of aſtoniſhment : But one Hand, =- 
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Pen, one piece of Writing which he underſtood not 3 this 
was that which daunted him. Many Citizens were 2s much 
amazed, aſtoniſhed, terrified and fiartled when they faw Lon 

don in flames, as BelſhazZar was, when he ſaw the hand- 
writing upon the wall, Abab tremblcd like a ſhaken leaf, 
and fo did his Grand ſon Manzſſh, he that faced the Hezvens, 
and that dared God in the day of his Proſperity, when trou 

bles came thick, and his fears rife high, he hides his hear 
among the buſhes, Such a fear and trembling was up 1 
many Citizens when London was in flames. Though Tali 
Hoftlivs (the third King of the Romans) had a great warlik« 
Spirit, as Laantivs notes, yet he carried in his boſom twc 
new Gods, Pavorcm and Pallorem, fear and paleneſs, which h: 
could not poſlibly ſhake off. Oh the fear that was in Citizens 
hearts, and the*paleneſs that was upon Citizers cheeks whe: 
London was in flames ! Now exceſſive fear fills the heart with 
all confulion, they frip a man of his reaſon and underſtand- 
ing; they weaken his hands, and they do fo ſuddenly and 
totally diſpirit and unman a man, that he is not ableto en 

counter with thoſe vifible dangers that threaten his uttez 
tuine : and this the poor Citizens found by woful experience 
when London was in flames. At the fight of this fire, how 
were the Citizens hearts mctted, their hands feeble, their 
ſpirits faiot, and their knees-weak ! Oh the horror, the ter- 
ror, the amazement, the confution, that had now ſeized up 

on the ſpirits pf-all' forts of Citizens ! How were the 
thoughts of men now diſtracted, their countenances chang- 
ed, and their hearts overwhelmed ?- O the ſad looks, the 
pale cheeks, the weeping eyes, the (ſmiting of breafts, and 
the wringing of hands- that were now to be ſeen in gvery 
Street, and in every corner ! What an univerſal confternation 
did my eyes behold upon the minds of all men in that day 
of the Lords wrath! "there is no expreſſing of the ſighs, 
the tears, the - fears; the frights and the amazement of the 
Citizens; who were now compaſſed about with flames of 
fire! O the cxyes, the tumults, the hurries, and the: hinde- 
rances of one- another, that was now 1n every Street, every 
one ſiriving with his Pack at his back, .to ſecure what he 
X | "I . could 
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| could from the rage and fury of the flames. Now one cries 


| upon them, O then any money for a Cart, a Coach, « Dray, 


out, five pound for a Cart, another cries out, ten pound for 
a Dray 3 in one Street one crics out, twenty pound for a 
Cart, and another 1n the next Street cries out, thirty pound 
for a Cart; here one cries out forty pound for a Carr, and 
there another crics out, fifty pound for a Cart, Many rich 
men that had time enough to have removed thcir: goods, 
their wares, their commodities, flittercd themſelves , that 
the tire would not reach their habitations, they thought 
they ſhould be ſafe and (ecure 3 but when the flames broke in 


to fave forme of their Richeli and Choicelt goods ! Oh what 
far were many Parents now in, that their Childr: n would 
cither be now trod down in the prefs, or lofi in the crowd, 
or be deliroyed by the flames / And what fear were many 
Husbands now in, concerning their Wives, who were either 
weak or lick, or aged, or newly delivered ! Words are tov 
weak to expres that diftraRtion that all men were under, 
when the tire went on raging and devouring, all before it. 
And this was an evident token to me, that the hand of the 
Lord was eminent in the fire, and that the Decree was gone 
forth, that Dear London muſt now fall. But, 

Ninthly, Confider the time that the tire began. It began 
on the Lords Day( being the ſecond of September ) about one 
or two of the clock in the morning. Our fears fell upon us 
on the Lords Day, on that day that ſhould have beer a day 
of joy and delight unto us. On this day Gur fi:ging was 
turned into ſighing, our rejoycing into mourning, and all 
our praiſings into txemblings. O the fears, the frights, the 
diftrefſcs that men were now under / O the amazed ſpirits, 
the bedewed checks, the faint hearts, the feeble knees, the 
weak hands, and the dejeRted countenances that were now 
to be ſeenevery where / O Sirs, the time when this fatal 
fire firſt began, was very ominous, it being at a time when 
moſt Citizens were but newly fallen into a dead ſleep, being 
wearied out in their ſeveral employments : Several dayes 
before, but eſpecially on Saturdey ( or the laſt day of tht 


week ) chat being with very many the molt bufieft day as 
t 
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the week. Ard ol all mornings, moſt Citizens did ufuzl!y 
ye longeſt in Bed Szbbath Day mornings. Such as uſed to 
riſe early every morning in: the week to gain the rnext thar 

riſheth, to make farce and to treaſure _ themſelves and 
theirs the things of this world. Such commonly mad: 


their beds, when they thould have been either inftru@ing of 
their families, or at prayers in their Cloſets, or elſe a wait- 
ing upon the Lord in his publick Ordinances. Fire in th. 
night is ferrible to all, but moſtly to fiach whoſe fpirits and 
bodies were tired out in the preceding day, Waſtitig and 
deftroying Judgernents are fad any day, bur ſaddeſt when 
they tall on the Lords Day. For how do they dilturb, di 
fires and diftraRt the thoughts, the minds, the hearts and 
the tpirits of men ? So that they can neither wait on God, 
nor wreftle with God, nor at tor God, nor receive from 
God, in any of the duties or ſervices of his day. And'this 
the poor Citizens found by fad experience, when Londen was 
in flames about their cars. Certainly the anger and wrath 
of God was very high, and very hot, when he made his day 
of reſt co be a day of labour and diſquict. When his peo- 
ple ſhould have bcen a mecting, hearing, reading, praiting, 
praying. For the Lord now to ſcatter them, and to deliver 
them, their ſub(tance and habitations as a prey to the devou- 
ring fire ; what dos this ſpeak our, but high difplecaſure ? 
Thit the fire of Gods wrath, ſhould begin on the day of 
his reft and ſo!emn Worthip, is and muft be for a lamenta- 
tion. In everal of thoſe Churches where ſorne might not 
preach, there God himſelf preacht to the Pariſhioners in 
flames of fire. And ſuch who loved darkn(ftrather than light, 
becanſe their deeds were evil, might now (ee theiy Churches all 
ina flaming fire, What 3 terrifying and an atffazing Ser- 
mon, did God preach to his people of old in Mount Sinai, 
when the Mount burned with fire? And fo what terrifying 
and amazing Sermons did God preach to the Citizens on his 
own day, when their Temples and their habitations were 
all iv flames. Inſtead of holy reft, what hurrics were there in 


moſt bold with the Lords Day, 2nd would frequently be in} 
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Me ireet, yes, in the ſpirits of men ? Now inſtead of take- 
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|the Dwtch Ships in their Harbour ( where many Engliſh and 


|pcop'e from doing th:is own works , for him now. to fall 


ing up of Buckets, men in every Street take up arms, fearing 
4 worſe thing than fire. The Jcaloufies and Rumors that 
fre balls were throwa into ſeveral houſes and Churches ( by 
ſuch that had no Engliſh tongues but out-landiſh hands, to 
make the furious fl umes lamemore furiouſly ) were ſo great 
chat many were at a ſtand, and others even at their wits end, 
Now relations, friends and neighbours haſtened one another 
out of their houſes, as the Angels haſtened Lot out of Sodom. 
Such were the ſears, and frights, and (ad apprehenlions that 
had generally ſeized upon the Cit:zens. Not many Sab- 
baths before ( when men ſhould have bten inſtrutiog of 
their families ) what bonfires, what ringing of Bells, and 
what joy ard rcjoycing was there in our Streets, for burning 


others, were highly concerned as well as the Dxtch ) little 
did they think, wl:o were plealing and warming themſelves 
at thoſe leſſer tires, that the great God would in fo ſhort 
a time after, kindle {o great 2 fire in the midſt of their Streets, 
25 ſhould melt their Bells, lay their babitations in aſhes, and 
make their Streets deſolate ; So that thofe that were fo jol- 
ly before, might well take up that ſad lamentation of weep- 
ing Jeremiah. The Lord baty ſwalowed up all the babitation 
of Jacob, and bath not pittied : be bath thrown down in bi 
wrath, the ſtrong bold: of the dawghter of | 1dah ; be bath brought 
them down to the ground, He burned againijt Jacob like a flaming 
fice which devoureth round about. May we not ſoberly gue. 
that there were as many firi& obſervers and ſanRifiers of the 
Lords Diy, whodid turnaway their feet from doing their 
pleaſure on Gods holy day, aud that did call the Sabbath 4 
delight, the holy of the Lord, and honourable within the 
Walls of London, as in a great part of the Nation belides, 
Now for ti Lord of the Sa bath, to- kindle ſuch a devour- 
ing fre in ſuch a City, and that on his own day ! O what 
extraordinary wrath ard diſpleaſure dos this: ſpezk out ! 
When God by his Royal Law, had bound the hands of his 


upon his ſtrange work, and by a flaming conſuming fire to 
turn a populous City, a pious City, an honourable City, and 
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an Aacient Ciiy ito a ruinons heap, what indignation to this 
indignation! O Sirs, it highly concerns us, to take notice of 
[the Ja;gernents of the Lord that fall upon us onany day, 
but eſpecially thoſe that fall upon us on his own day; b:- 
caule thry carry with them more than a tinRture of Gods 
deep 6:(pl-afure. 

I: thc Council of Pars, every one labouring to perſwad-:|,...., ,.- 
unto a more religious ke: ping of the Sabbath Day. When| ;2. x. cap. 50. 
they had juſt'y complained, that as many other things, fo alſo 
the 05{-rvaiion of the Sabbath was greatly decayed, through 
the abuſe of Clrifttian l'birty, in chat men too much fol- 
lowed the deligt1:s of the world, and their own worlely pl:a 
ſures, botii wicked and dangerous.” They further add, For 
many of us have been eye witreſſes, many have intelligence 
of it, b, the rclation of others, that ſome men upon this 
day, bcing about their husbandry, have been firucken with 
Thundec ; ſome have been maimed and made lame; (om. 
dive had their bodies ( even bones and all ) burnt ina mo 
ment with viſible fire, and have conſumed to aſhes ; and ma 
ay other Judgements of God have b:en, and are daily inflicted 
upon Sabbath Breakers. 

Stratford upon Slxon was twice on the ſame day twelve 
moneth ( being the Lords Day ) almoſt conſumed with fire. . 7 
chiefly for prophaning the Lords Day, and contemaing his | 5,4g.ments, 
word in the mouth of his faichful Minifter, Fevertox 1n Dt- | pag, 419, 420.|, 
vonfoire ( whoſe remembrance makes my heart bleed, faith 
my Author ) was oftentimes admonſh:d by her godly 
Preachers, that God would bring ſome heavy Judgemeat on 
the Town , for their horrible prophanation of the Lords 
Day, occafioncd chiefly by their Market on the day follow 
ing: Not long after tis death, on the third of April 1598. 
God-inlefs than half an hour conſumed, with a ſudden and 
fearful fire, the whole Town, except only the Church, the G1 
Court-houſe, and the Alms-houſcs, or a ſew poor peoples | 
dwellings z where a man wight have ſeen four hundred | 
dwelling houſes all at owe on tre, aud above fifty perſons | 
conſurned with the flames. And on the tifth of Auguit 1612. | 
( fourt..cn years fince the former tire ) the whole Town was 
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Whea one 
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the natural 
body ſuffers, 
all che mem- 
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again ticcd and conſumed, except fome thirty houſes of poor 
/p-ople, with the School-houſe and Alms-houfes. Now cer- 
tainly chey muſt be much left of God, hardned in fin, and 
blinded by Satan, who do not, nor will not fee the dreadful 
hand of God, that is lifted up in his ficry diſpenſatioas upon 
his own day. But, 

Teathly, and laſily, Conſider, Tat the burning of London 
iSa National Judgement. God in (miting of London, has 
ſmitten England round: the ſtroke of God upon London, was 
an univerſal firoke. The fore ſtrokes of God, which have 
lately fallen upon the head City ( London ) are doubtleſs de- 
ſigned by Hcaven, for the puniſhment of the whole body. In 
the ſufferings of London, the whole Land ſuffers, For what 
City, County, or Town in England was there, that was not 
one way or other, refreſhed and advantaged, if not enriched, 
with the lilver ſixeams of L1:41n that overflowed the Land, 


as the River Nils doth the Land of AZzypt. Doubtlc(s there 
are but few in the Land, but are more or leſs concerned in 
the burning of Lond-y. There are many thoulands that arc 
highly conceracd in their owa particulars; there are many 
thouſands concerned upon the account of their inward 
friends and acquaintance : and who can number up the ma- 
ny ſcore thoutands imployed in the ManufaRture of the Land, 
whoſe whole dependance ( under God ) was upon Londen. 
What Lamentation, mourning and wo is there in all places 
of the Land, for the burning of Landon , eſpecially among 
poor Tradeſmen, Inn-keep:rs, and others, whoſe livelihoods 
depended upon the ſafety and proſperity of London. Cer 
tainly he is no Engliſþ man, but one who writes a Roman 
band, and carries about him a Romifs hears, who feels not, 
who trembles not under this univerſal blow, Many years 
labour will not make up the Citizens lofles ro them, Yea, 
what bclow the Riches of the Indies will effc&ually make 
up every mans loſſes to him ? He ſhall be an Apo[s to me, 
that can juſtly lumm up the full yaiue of all that have been 
defiroyed by thoſe furious flames, that has turned the bell 
(if not the richeſt ) City in the world, into a ruinous 
heap. Now their loſs is a loſs to the whole Nation ; aid 
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this the Nation already feels, and may yet feel more and] — 
more, if God in mercy dos not prevent the things that | / 

we have cauſe to fear, * Tis true London is the back that is 
(mitten : but what corner is there in all the Land, that hath 
not miore or leſs, one way or another, contributed to the 
burning of London. Not only thoſe that lived in 7eruſakm, 
but alſo thoſe that came up to Feraſalem, and that Traded 
with 7eruſalem, they even they did by their ſins contribute 
to Feruſalems ruine. They arc under s high miſtake, that 
think it was only the fins of the City which brought this 
fore deſolation upon her ; doubtleſs as far as the Judgement 
extends and reaches, (o far the fins extend and reach, which 
have provoked the Lord, to make poor London fuch an 
aſtoniſhing example of his juſtice. How arc the eff. &s of 
Londons raine already felt and fightd under, all the Nation 
over, The blood and fpirits which this whole Nation, 
hath already loft by this late lamentable fire, will not be 
eaſily nor ſuddenly recovered. The burning of London, is 
the Herald of God to the whole Nation, calling it to repen: | 
tance and reformation ; for the very ſame fins that have laid 
London in aſhes, are rampant in all parts of the Nation; as 
you may ealily perceive, if you pleaſe but to compare that 
Catalogue that in this Book I put into your hands, with 
thoſe fins that are moſt reigning and raging in all places o! 
the Land : by which you may alſo fee, that they were no! 
the greateſt ſinners 1n-Eygland, upon whom the tire of Loydon 
fell; no more than they were the greateſt ſinners in "a9 
ſalem, upon whom the Tower of Siloam fell. That the burn- | Luke 13: 4: 5. 
irg of Lond-nis a National Judgement, is evident enough to 
every man that has but ha'f an eye. But if any ſhould 
doubt of it, or diſpute it, the Kings Proclamation for a 
General Faſt on chat account, puts it beyond all diſpute. 
The words of the Proclamation that are proper to my pur- 
poſe, are theſe, A Viſnation ſo dreadful ( ſpeaking of the 
burning of London ) that ſearce any Age or Nation bath evey 
ſeen or felt the hike ; wherein althowgh the offlifling hand of God 
fell more immediately pon the inhabitants of this City, and the 
parts adjacent , ytt all men onght to Jookuponit, as a Fudgement 
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Chap. 25.2. 


{1a the di. ? Who czn look upon London, as the Antient and 


the whole Nation, and to bumble themi:lves accordingly, O Sus, 
you are to ſec, and obſerve, ard acknuwl:dge: the hand of the 
Lord in cvery perſonal Judgemen!, and in cvery Domett cal 
Judg-men': O how much more then, in every National 
judgement that 1s :nfl Red upon vs | And thus T have done 
with tho'e ten Corliderations, that ſhould not only pro- 
vi ke us, but alſo prev.il with us, to fre and acknowledge 
the hand of the Lox, in that late dreadtul fire ti.at has lais 
ur City delo/ate. 


The ſecond Uſe is a Uſr of Lamentation and morrring. 
Is Lond nNaid in aſhes? Then let us all lament and mourn, 
that L nd n is laid deſolate. Shall Chrift weep over Feriſa- 
'em, when "was flanding in all its glory ( knowing that nt 
would not be long before it was laid even with the ground ) 
and (hill not we weep over Loxdon, whoſe glory is now laid 


Noble Metropolis of Eagland, and nnt larnent and mourn, to 
{ee it laidin afhes ? It might have ben ſaid not long tince, 
Walk about Sion, { walk about London ) and go round about 
ner, tell the Towers ther:of, mark ye well her Bulwarks, 
conſid. r her Palaces: look upon her fiately Houſes, Halls 
and Hoſpitals, rake notice of her Shops, and fair Ware- 
houſcs, and Royal Exchange, &c. and lo, the glory of all 
heſe things, is now buried in a common ruine ! O che in- 
credibl: change, that a devouring fire hath made in four 
dayes time within thy Walls, O Z1ndon! So that now we 
may lamentingly ( Alas poor London )) Is this the jyous City, 
whoſe antiquity is of ancient dayes ? Is this the crowning Ci- 
ty, whoſe Merchants were Princes, ard whoſe Tr: ffickers 
were the horourable of the Earth? Who can but weep, tc 
ſce how the Lord bath made a City an heafy, and a rine of « 
defunced City, and a Palace to be no City * Who can look upon 
naked Steeples, and uſeleſs Chimncys, and pittiful fragments 
of ragged walls? Who can bihold fiatcly StruQtures, and 
noble Halls, and fair Houſes, and fee them all laid in aſhes, 
or turned into a heap of Rubbiſh, without paying ſome fears, 
as duc to the ſadnels of fo dreadful a ſpectacle? Who can 
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with dry eycs hear Z,»4on thus tpeaking out of 11s rainzs, 
Ii it nothing to you, all ye that paſt by ? Behold and ſee, if there| Lam, 1. 12. 
be any forrow like unto my ſorr.w, which is done units mt, where- 
[with the Lord hath afflided me in the day of bis fi-rce anger.|. 

Who can look upon the Lord as making Londn empty, as| & - 4 
laying it waſte, zs turning it upſide done, and as ſcattering | ;\ hi, Speech 
abroad the inhabitants thereof, and not mourn, B-loved | co the King 
under deſolatic.g Jadgements, God dos expe and look. | 7744 the 13 
that his people ſhould lament and mourn, J:r. 4. 7, $. The day of Jantds 
Lion i bis thicket, and the deſtroyer of the Gen- [12,48 3901 
\Lion is come xp from his thicket, and the deſtroyer of the Gen-| yu, 16 
tiles is on bis way, be is gone forth from bis plze to make 1hy| fr4 (meaning 
Land deſ-late, and thy City ſhall be Liid watte, without an inha- | the Pariu- 
bitant, For this ggrd you with Sackeloth, lament and how! : for _ hens 4 
the fierce anger of- the Lord is not turned back frm ws. Undcr|;, py. - 
wafting Judgements, God expeReth, not oaly inward, but | :y/#4 :74r, op- 
alſo outward cxprefſtuns and demonſirations of ſorrow and | pd oy Migh'y 
grief. Shall our enemies rejoyce over the Ruines of. Lon- | 194% 21d 
den, and ſhall not we mourn over the Ruincs of London! | [32 ee 
Shall they that are afar off, lament over Londuns defotation, | 131547 us : thy 
and (hall not we lament over L»ndons defolation, who atc {with ſorrow 
every day a walking up and down in L1ndins Ruines and j'** 3/447 part 
Rubbiſh! OS rs, as evcr you would fee Londoxs breaches rc- - * waa bo 
paircd, her Trading recovered, her beauty reſtored , her j4,jc4 i: a%es. 
riches augmented, her. glory advanced, and her inhibitants 
rejoyced, make conſcience of mourning over Landons Ru- 
incs. Af er Feruſalem-was deſiroyed by the Romans, ma- 
ny. of the Jews obtained Ieave of the Koman Emperors, 
once a ycar ( viz. 0a the tenth of Awgnſt, which w.s the day 
whereon their City was taken 50 enter into Ferxſalem, and 
b:wail-the deltruftion of their City, Temple and Pcople, 
(bargaining with the Souldicrs who waited on them, to give 
{o much for {© log abiding there, and it they exceeded the | 
time they conditioned for, they were to firetch their purſes 
tO a higher rate : which occalioned Hierom to: fay, That they | 
who bought Chriſt; blood, were then glad t2 buy their own 4ears, 
O irs, wiat cauſe have we, once a year, yea, often in a year, 


tw the delolation of L1n4on ! The Statue of Apolbo, is | 
(ai 
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d to (hed tears, for the afflictions of the Greczans, though | 
he 
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| hecould not help them. Though we could no! prevent the 
burning of London, yer let us weep over the Ruires of Lan- 
i don, The Leproſic of the Citrzens t;ns, had fo frerted into 
; Londons Walls; that there'was no cleanting of them, but by 
Lev. 14. 34. jihe furious flames of a conſuming fire. In the Law you 
192.46, i know, that when the old freetmng Plague of Leprohe, was 
fo got into the houſe, and ſpread in the Walls, that no 
 (craping, within or withour, could cleam{c it away, then the 
' houſe was tobe pulled down: this ſtems to be Londons caſe. 
| God by former Judgements, labourecd to ſcrape away the Le- 
; profic of lin out of London, but that deadly leprokic was. (o 
| got jnto mens hearts and houſes, that there was no getting 
| of it out, but by pulling them down. Thas is, and this muti 
| be for alamentation. Now the better to work you, to la- 
' rent and mourn over the ruines of London, conlider with me 
theſe ten following particulars. 
"4% Firſt, Who can look upon the burning of L-ndon, as uſhered 
in by ſuch (ad Prodigies, ard dreadtul tore-runners as it'was, 
and not lament and mourn over its ruines? By what a 
bloody Sword, and by what a dread?ul Plague, was this late 
Judgement of tire ulhered in. Firli God fends his Red Horſe 
amongſt us, viz.a crucl bloody War 3 and then he ſends his 
Pale Horſe armongft us, viz. « noiſom (weeping Peſtilence, O 
the garments ther were rolled in blood !O th: fcores of thous 
ſands, that were by the hand of the dettroying Angel ſent to 
their long- homes,to their eternal homes ! Now in che rear of 
theſe Judgements, follows ſuch a devouring fre, as hath. not 
been known in any Ages paſt. Not long b<tore Veſpaſtan came 
1 _ PS | againſt Feruſalem, there happened divers Prodigies: 1. There 
"5 799+ was a Comet in form of a Fiery Sword, which for a year to- 
gether did hang over thz City. 2. There was fcen a Star on 
the Temple fo bright, as if a man had fo many drawn 
Swords m his hands. 3. At the ſame tune that this Star 
appeared; which was the Solemn Paſſcover, that whole night 
the Temple was light, and clear as mid-day, and continued 
fo ſcven dayes together. 4. At the fame time allo, they 
[brought 8 Heifer for a Sacrifice, which when ſhe was knock- 
cd down, ſhe calved a Lamb. 5- The inner Gate of the 
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Temple on the eaft fide, being of Maſſive Braſs, that was 
never op:ned nor ſhut, but twenty men had enough to do 
about it, this Gate was ſeen at the firſt hour of the night, 
to op:n of its own accord, and they could not ſhut it, nll a 
great number joined their ſtrength together. 6. There 
was diſcerned on the Sandium Sanforum, a whole night long 
the face of a man very terrible. 7. Ar the fame time, before 
the Sun-ſee, there were ſeen in the Air, Iron Chariots, all 
over the Countrey, and an Army in battel array, paſling 
along the clouds, and begirting the City. $. Upon the Fealt 
Day called Pentecoft, at night the Pricſts going into the In- 
ner Temple, to offer theig wonted Sacrifice, at firſt they 
felt the place to move and tremble, and afterward they 
heard a man walking in the Temple, and ſaying with a 
great and wonderful terrible voice, Come let us go away out 
of this Temple, let us depert hence. But Ninthly and laſtly, 
that which was moſt wonderful of all, was this, that ther 
was one Feſws the Son of Ananur, a Countrey-man, of the 
common people, who four years before the Wars began, when 
the City flouriſhed in peace and riches, coming to the cele- 
[bration of the Feaſt to Feruſalm, which we call the Feaſt 
of Tabernacler, ſuddenly began to cry out thus, A voice from 
the Eaſt, a voice from the Weſt, a voice from the four winds of 
|. Heavens, a voice againſt Jeruſalem, a voice againſt the Tem- 
ple, @ voice againſt the Bridegroom, a voice againſt the Bride, 
land a voice againſt the whole people: and thus crying day and 
[night, he went about all the Streets of the City. The No- 
bility Courged him, yet till he cried, wo, wo wnto Feruſa- 


beaten by one or other : neither did he thank any one that 
offered him meat. All that he (pake to any man, was this 
heavy ' prophecy, Wo wo wnto Feruſalem. He never went to 
any Citizens, neither was he (cen to ſpeak to any one, but 
fill as it were, fiudying of ſome fpeech, he cryed Yo, wo 
row Peſkin Thus for four years ſpace, ſay (ome, for (c- 
{ven years and five moneths, faith Foſephs, his voice never 
{waxed hoarſe, nor weary, till in the time of the Siege, be- 
holding what he fore-told them, y he was walking upon 
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the Walls, crying Woto Jeruſalem, wo to the Temple, woto al 
the People, he added, and wa to my ſelf , and as ſo0n as the 
words were out of his mouth, a ſtone came out of an En- 
gine from the Camp, that daſhed out his brains. Theſe Pro- 
digies were fore-runners of Feruſalems defolation ? What 
Comets, what Blazing Starrs, what ſheets of fire have been 
ſeen flye over London, and what flames of fire have been 
ſeen over the Cuty, a little before it was laid in aſhes, 1 
ſhall not now inſiſt upon. Certainly when a conſuming tire, 
(hall be uſhered in by other dreadful Judgements and amizing 
Prodigics,it highly concerns us to fet down and mourn. But, 
Secondly, Who can louk upon London as an Ancient City,as 
a City of great Antiquity, and not mourn over the ruines 
of it! Our Chronologers affirm, that the City hath (tood 
ewo thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy odd years. *Tis 
recorded by ſome, that the foundation of London was laid 
in the year of the world 2862. London. by ſome An-| 
tiquaries, is called Tromnovant, as having been firſt founded 
by the Trojans. London is thought by ſome, to be Antienter 
than Rome. That London was a very ancient” City, might 
ſeveral waycs be made good; but what ſhould Lipend time to 
prove that, which every one is ready to grant. Foſephw 
ſpeaking of Jeruſalem, faith, That David the King of the Jews 
baving driven out the Cancans, gave it unto bis people to be in- 
habited, and after four bundred threeſcore and ſour years and three 
moneths, it was deſtroyed by the Babylonians. And from King 
David- who was the firſt Few that reigned there, untill the time 
that Titus deftro)ed it, were a thouſand one hundred ſeventy and 
nine years ;, and from the time that it was firſt ereied, wil it 
was by bim deftroyed, were two thouſand one bundred and ſeven- 
ty ſeven years ; yet neither the Antiquity, nor riches, nov the fame 
thereof, now ſpread all over the world, nor the glory. of Religion 
did any thing profit or binder it from being deftysyed. So it 
was, neither the Antiquity, nor the Riches, nor the Fame, 
nor the Greatne(s, nor the B:zauty, nor the Glory, nor the 
Religion, that was there profeſt, that could prevent London 
being turned into a Chaos in four dayes tim i. London that 
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and glory above two thouſand years, how 1s the made defo 
late in a few dayes; and of a glorious City become a rui- 
nous heap ? Phyſitians make the threeſcore ard third year 
of a mans life, a dangerous clumaRerical year to the Body 
Natural 3 and Statiftis make the five hundreth year of a 
City , or Kingdom , as dangerous to the Body Poli 
tick, beyond which ( fay they ). Cities and Kingdoms cannot 
fland, But Jeruſalem, and London, and many other Citics, | 
have flood much longer, and yet in the end have been laid 
deſolate» Now what truc Engliſh-man can look upon Lon- 
dons Antiquity, and not mourn to ſce {o antient a City turn- 
Jed into aruinous heap, But, 

Thirdly, What true Engliſ#-man did ever look upon Lon- 3+ 
don, as an honourable City, as a renowned City, as a glori- 
ous City, that will not now mourn to fee London laid in 
aſhes ? London was one of the wonders of the world ; London 
was the Queen City,the crowning City of the Land, a City as| 1 23-8. 
famous as moſt Cities, for worldly grandeur and glory : yea, a - <= | 
City,more famous and glorious,than any City under Heaven, —_ bath = 
for Goſpel light, and for the power of Religion, and real ho- [ſex Venice 
lineſs, Pſal.76. 1,2. 1» Judah is God known, his name is great in| ili «ot beltevi 
Iſrael ; In Salem alſo 3s bis Tabernacle, and bis dweling place in _ who p 
IZion. In London was God known, his name was great in DO ms 
Londen; and in London alſo was his Tabernacle, and his | 19h 19: under-| 
dwelling place. And as God was known in J«dab, not [414 what a | 
only by his word, but alſo by his glorious works; ſo God [£9 # 5+ L 
was known in London, not only by his word, but alſo by — = 
his glorious works. And as God was known in Judah, firlt OY mc 
by the multitude of his mercics, but afterwards by the Reader. 
ſeverity of his Judgements 3 ſo God was known in Lindon, 
tirfi by the multitude of his mercics, bat afterwards by the 
leverity of his Judgements : witneſs the {weeping Peti- 
lence, and the devouring fire, that he ſent amongſtus. And 
4s God was known mn Sudab, firſt by lefler Judgements, | 
and then by greater; for he firli laſht them- with Rods, | 
and then with Scourges, and at laſt with Scorpions, fo Gcd | 
was firſt known in London by lefſer Judgements, witneſs the 
Violent Agues, firange Feavours, Small Pox, and (mall fires 
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that broke forth im ſeveral places of th: City and Suburbs 
but theſe having no kind, no cficQual operation upon us; 
God at laſt made himfclf known in the midſt of us, by ſuch 
2 Pcſtilence,and by (uch a Fire, that the hike was never known 
in that City bcfore, We were once the obj: ts of his noble 
favours, but we made our (elves at laft, the fubjzRs of his 
fary. Ard as the Philoſopher tells us, corryptio optimi, eff 
prſima; or as we find, that the ſweeteſt Wines, become 
the tarteft Vinegar; ſo Gods heavenly favours and indul- 
gencics being long abuſed, they at laſt turned into ſtorms of 
Wrath and Vengeance. What Engliſh man did look upon 
London,as the City of the great God,zs a holy City,as that City 
wherein Goli was as gloriouſly made known , and wherein 
Chriſt was as much cxil:ed, and Religion was as highly 
prized, asin any part of the world beſide; and not mourn 
over it, now 'tis laid defolate. * Twas long ſince faid of Athens 
and Sparta, that they were the eyes of Greece, Was not 
Londen the eyes of England ? And who then can but weep, 
to ſee thoſe eyes put out ? Great and populous Cities, are| 
as: it were, the eyes ofthe Earth; and when theſe eyes are 
loft, whocan but fit down and figh and mourn ! London, 
was the joyous City of our Sol:mnities, it was the Royal 
Chamber of the King of Kings, it was the Mart of Nati- 
ons, it was the lofty City, it was the top gallant of all our 
glory. Now who can but ſhed tears, to fſce this City laid] 
even to the ground 3 to ſee this City, fit like a deſolate Wi- 
dow in the duſt. Such a ſight made Feremiah to lament: 
How doth the City fit ſalary ( (peaking of Feruſalems ru- 
ine ) that was full of people ? How is ſhe become as a wi- 
dow ? She that was great among the Nations, and Princes among 
the Provinces * How is fge become tribmary ? Let prophane, 
1gnorant, (uperftitious, and Popiſh defamers of London ſay, 
what they pleaſe, yet doubtleſs God had more of his mourn- 
ing ones, and of his marked ones in that City, than he had 
in a great part of the Nation beſide. There was a time, 
when London was a faithful City, a City -of righteouſneſs, a 
City of Renown, a City of Praiſe, a City of Joy; yea, the| 
Paradiſe of the world, in reſpe& of the power and an” 
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of Golpel- Ordinances, and that glorious light ſhined in the 
midſt of her. Who can remember thoſe dayes of old, and 
not mourn to ſee ſuch a City buricd in its own Ruines ! Un- 
der the whole Heavens there were not fo many thouſand: 
to be found, that truly feared the Lord, in fo narrow a com 
paſs of ground, as was to be found in Lndn ? and yet |. 
London 1$ laid in the duſt, and the Nations round gaze anc 
wonder at her defolation! Who can but hang down hi 
head, and weep in fecret for theſe things. Bur, 

Fourth'y, who did look upon L1ndon as the Bullwark, a 
the Strong-hold of the Nation, that can't mourn to (e: 
their tullwark,thcir Strong hold turned into a ruinous heap 
Plal. 48. 12, 13. Walk about Sion, and tell the Towers thereof, 
mark ye well her Bullwarks, confider ber Palacer, that ye my 
tel it to the generation following. Sion had her Buallwarks, 
her Towers, her Palaces; but at laſt the Cha/deans at one 
time, and the Romans at another, laid thera all waſte, So 
London had her Bullwarks, her Towers, her Palaces, but 
they are now laid deſolate, and many fear, and others fay by 
male-content Villains, and miſchicvous Forreigners of a Ro- 
miſh faith. London was once terrible, as an Army with 
Banners. How terrible were the Iſraelites, encamped and 
bannered in the Wilderneſs unto the Moabiter, Canaanites, Oc. 
So was London more than once terrible to all thoſe Moabites, 
Canaanites, that have had thoughts to ſwallow her up, and 
to divide the prey among themſelves. How terrible wer: 
the Heſter in Bobemia, to the Germans, when all Germary 
were up in arms againſt them, and wortted by them, Lon- 
don hath been as terrible to thoſe that have been cozen-Ger- 
mans to the Germans. Londen was once a Battel-ax, and 
Battel-bow in the hand of the. Almighty, which he has wield- 
ed againſt her proudeft, ſtrongeſt and ſubtilleft enemies. Was 
not London the Head City; the Royal Chamber, the glory of 
England, the Magazine of Trade and Wealth, the City that 
had the Strength and Treaſure of the Nation init. Were 
there not many thouſands in London, that were men of fair 
eſtates, of exemplary picty, of tried valour, of great pru- 
dence, and of unſpotted Reputation ?* and therefore why 
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The French | 
were then 
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that account. 
Remember 
the Gun-Pow- 
der Plot, 


Dan.11.24,39 


Gen.31.24,29, 


Chap.33- 1,4: 


2 Kings 19. 
237) 28, 32. 


Dan. 5. 5, 6. 


(ſhould it ſcem impoſlible, that the fire in London, ſhould be 
tie effe& of deſperate deligns and complotments from 
abroad, ſeconded and incouraged by male-contents at home, 
London was the great Bullwark of the Reformed Religion, 
againſt all the Batterics of Popery, Atheiſm and Prophane- 
nels and therefore why ſhould any Engliſh man wonder, if 
theſe uncircumciſed ones, ſhould have their heads and their 
hands, and their hearts engaged in the burning of Londen, 
Such whole vcry Principles, leads them by the hand, to blow 
up Kings, Princes, Parliaments, and Reformed Religion, to 
make way for their own Religion, or for the good old Re- 
l:gion, as ſome are pleaſed to call it : ſuch will never (cruple 
to turn ſuch Cities, ſuch Bulwarks into a ruinous heap, 
that either ſtands in their way, or that might probably 
hinder their game. In all the Ages of che world, wicked 
men have detigned the ruine and laying waſte of Chriſtians 
Bulwarks and Strong-holds, in order to the rooting out of 
the very name of Chriſtians, as all know that have read 
any thing of Scripture or Hiltory, and therefore why ſhould 
any men think ic Grange, it that Spirit ſhould till be at 
work. Was ever England in ſuch eminent danger of being 
made. a prey to forreign power, or of being rid, by men of 
a forraign Religion, and whoſe Principles in Civil Policy arc 
very dangerous both to Prince and People, as it hath been 
lance the firing of London, or fince that Bullwark has been 
curned into a ruinous heap? Had not the great God who laid 
a Law of Reſtraint upon churliſh Laban,and upon bloody Eſau 
( and his four hundred bloody cut-throats ) and upon proud 
blaſphemous Senacherih, laid alſo a Law of reſtraint upon 
ill-minded men , what miſchicf might they not then 
have done, when many were amazed and aftoniſhed,and ma- 
ny did hang down their heads, and fold their hands, cry- 
ing alas, alas, London is fallen ! and when many had ſorrow 
in their hearts, paleneſs upon their cheeks, and trembling 
in all their joints! yea, when the flames of London were as 
terrible to moſt, as the hand-writing upon the wall, was 
to Belſhazzar ! How mightily the burning of London would 


have retarded the ſupplies, of men, money and neceflaries 


which 


— —_— _ ts. 
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which would have bzen needtul to have made oppolition, | 
againſt an invading enemy, had we been put to it, I ſhall not 
here fiand to diſpute, Whilſt London was (tanding, it could 
raiſe an Army, and pay it when it had done. London was the 
Sword and finews of War; but when Lindon was laid in 
aſhes, the Citizens were like Sampſon when his hair was cut 
off, and like the Sechbemites, when they were fore. Beloved, the' 
People of God have formerly made the firing of their ſtrong 
holds, matter of bitter Lameatation; as you may f:c in 
2 KingsS. 11, 12, And be ſetled his countenance fledfaſth, un- 
til be was aſhamed : ( till Hazzel bluſhed to fee the Prophet 
look o earncſily upon him ) and the man of God wept, and 
Hazacl ſaid, why weepeth my Lord ? and be anſwered, becauſe I 
know the evil that thou wilt do wnto the children of I(rael ; their 
ſtrong bolds wilt thou ſet on fire ( well and what will he do, 
when their ſtrong holds are in flames, or turned into a. rui- 
nous heap? why this you may ſee in the following words ) 
and their young men wilt thou ſlay with the ſword, and wilt daſh 
their children, and rip up their women with child. Other Kings of 
Sjris had born an immortal hatred againfi the children of 
Ireel, and the Prophet knew by Revelation from Heaven, that 
he ſhould be King over Syria, and that he had as cruel 
and as bloody a mind againſt Gods Iſrael, as any of the for- 
mer Kings of Syria had. Now to evidence this, the Prophet 
inſtances in thoſe particular exceſſive as of cruelty , that 
he ſhould praRtiſe upon the children of Iſrael. Their ſtrong 
bolds wilt thow ſet on fire. Hazael would not think it enough 
to enter into their ſtrong Towns, and Cities, and Forts, 
and Cafiles, and other (irong holds, and ſpoil, and plunder 
them of their Treaſure and Goods, but he would burn all 
down to the ground ; that ſo he might daunt them, and 
weaken them, and render them the more uncapable of make- 
ing any reſiſtance againſt him. But now mark what fol- 
lows, burning work 3 Their young men wilt thou ſlay with the 
ſword. Such as make no conſcience of burning Iſraels firong 
holds, ſuch will never ſcruple the flaying of Iſraels young 
men with the (word. When their firong holds were ſet on 
ire, Hazael would give them no quarces for their lives : ſuch 


Judg. 16.18, 
19, 20» 
Gen 34 25» 


as 
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Pſal. 137. 9. 


Deut- 25- 19 
18, 19, 


as had eſcaped the furious flames, ſhould be ure to fall by 
the bloody (word. And wilt daſh their chilaren ; Their poor 
'nnocent harmle(s children that never thought amils, nor 
never (poke amiſsof Hazze!, thefe mult have their brains 
daſht out againſt the ſtones. Men that are fer upon burning 
work, are men of no bowels, of no compallion. And rip 
wp their women with child : He would dctiroy the very In. 
fants in the womb, that ſo he might cauſe to ceale, the ve. 
ry name of Iſrael, Such Hazzls as are refolute by fire to 
lay our Cities and ſtrorg Bullwarks deſolate; fuch will be 
ready enough to praQtite the moſt barbarous crueltics imz- 
ginable upon our perſons and relations, when a fit opportu- 
aity ſhall preſent, When Iſrael was weary, and fainr, and 
feeble, then Ama/ek fell upon them. It was infinite mercy, 
chat the Amalckites of our day, did not fall upon the amazed 
and altoniſhed Citizens, when they were fceble, and faint, 
and weary, and tircd out with hard labour, and want of 
reſt, O Sirs, ſhall the. Prophet El;jſha weep, fore-fceing that 
Haz wel would ſet Iſraels firong holds on fire; and hall not 
we weep, to ſee London, our (irong hold, our nobleft Bull. 
watk, turned intoa ruinous heap? So Lam. 2.2, 5. The 
Lord bath ſwallowed up all the babitation of Jacob, and bath 
not pitied:: be bath thrown down in his wrath the ſtrong bold: 
of the daughter of Judah: be bath brought them d.mwn to the 
ground, The Lord was an enemy ; be hath ſwallowed up Urael, 
be hath ſwallowed up all ber Palacer-: be hath deſtroyed bis ſtrong 
holds, and hath increaſed in the daughter of Judah mournings 
and lam:ntaticn. Theſe two words, mourning and lamea- 
tation, are joyned together, to note the great and eminent 
lamentation of the Daughter of Judah, apon the (ight and 
ſenſe of Gods deſtroying, razing, and levelling to the ground, 
( by the hand of the Chaldeans, &ec. ) all the Strong holds 
and Fortrefſes, that were built for the defence of the Iſrae- 
liter. Now ſhall the DaugMer of 7#dab greatly lament, to 
lce her firong holds laid deſolate, and ſhall not we at all 
lament, to lee Londaw, to fee our Strong holds, turned into 

4 ruinous heap. But, | 
Fiſthly,”' Who did ever look upon London as a fountain, us a 
SanQuary, 
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SanRuary, and as a City of re tuge,to the poor,atf}icted,diltret 
ſed and impoveriſhed pcople of God ; that 13 not now free 
to weep, tofce ſfucha City laid in aſh:s ? Who can numbe: 
up the diſtrefſed rangers, that have been there courteouſly 
entertained, and civilly treated ? Who can number up the 

ny thouſand familics, that have been preſcrved, rel.eved, 
revived, and refreſhed with the {ilver Areams, that has it- 
ſued from that fountain Z11dm, and not mourn, to ſee it 
laid deſolate, Plal. 46..4. There ir a River, the ſtreams woere- 
of ſpall make glad the City of God; Tt is an alluſion to the 
River Siloe, which ran ſweetly, ſoftly, quietly, pleaſantly, 
conſtantly,to the refreſhing of all that were in need. Londow! 
was a River, a Fountain, whoſe ſilver Streams ran ſweetly, 


thouſand needy ones in the Land. Now who can but weep 
to ſee ſuch a Fountain, ſuch a River, not only ftopt, but dried 
up by a devouring fire? Bur, | 
1 Sixthly, Who did ever look upon London, as a City com- 
pact, a City advantagiouſly ſcituated for Trade and Com- 
merce, yea, as the great Mart-Town of. the Nation; that 
has not a heart to weep over it, now itlyes in aſhes ? London 
was the Mart of the Nations Trade, and the Magazine of the 
Nations wealth. Londow was that great Store-houſe, in 
which was laid up, very much of the Riches and Glory of 
the Lund. LZonden was the very heart of England , it was as 
uſeful every way fo. England: ſecurity and felicity , as the 
heart is uſcful in the natural body: and therefore no wonder 


if ſuch as cnvy at Englands Greatneſs, Grandeur, and Glory, | 
have. made London ( England: Mart-Town) to bear thef 
marks of their diſpleaſure. Who is (0 great a firanger in our | 
Engliſh Iſrael, as not to know how rarcly well London was| 


ſcituated as to Trade, and 2s not to know, how Lon- 
don was ſurrounded with plentiful lore of all Creature com- 
forts. If Londox had not been fo nobly (cituated and fur- 
rounded, its deſolation had not been fo great a Jadgement ; 
nor it may be the defigns of men ſo deeply laid, as to its ru- 
ine. They that did look upon Englend a5 rich,could not but 
look on London, as the Exchequer of it. But, , 


Ge 


quietly, pleaſantly, conſtantly , to the refreſhing of many | 


Seventhly, 


E «od. 22-12. 
: Sam-16.14, 
[{a. $. 6. 
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zObad. Io 11, 
I2, 13, 143 
15,15. 

; 


Lam. 5. 16. 


Job 2. 8. 
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| Seventhly, Who are they that have lookt upon London, as 
a City, that hach for many hundred, yea, fome thouſands 
of years, ben very Rrangely and wonderfully preſerved, by 
the admireble wiſdom, conſtant care, and Almighty power of 
God; notwithſtanding all the wrath, rage, malice, plots and 
deligns of wicked men, to lay it waſte, and to turnit intoa 
rainous heap; and not have a heart to weep over its deſola- 
tion? The great preſervations, the fingular (alvations, that 
3od hath wrought for London, many hundred years toge- 
ther, renders the defolation of London, the more terrible, And 
accordingly, it concerns all that are well affected, to weep 
over its aſh:s. Bat, 

Eighthly, Who can look upon the aſhes of London , as 
thoſe aſh:s, in which Englands worlt enemies, both abroad, 
and at home, do daily triumph and rejoice; and not weep 
over Londons defolation ? Shall the vileſt of. men glory, that 
Englands glory is laid in the dult ; and ſhall not we lament, 
when our Crowa 1s fallen from our head ? The more wick- 
ed men reJoycein our miſery, the greater obligation lyes up- 


1 on us, fo lye "low and mourn at the foot of God. Londm, 


like Fob, les on its dung-hill. London, like the Fewes, lies | 
in its afhes, Eftber 4. 3. And therefore it highly concerns all 
Londeners, to pat on fackcloth and z(hes. Bur, 

Ninthly, Surely (ach as hive lookt upon London, af the. 
City of their folemnities; ſuch can'e'bat weep, to ſee the 
City of their Sol. mnities, laid deſolate, Iſa. 35. 20 Look wp- 
on Zion the City of our ſol:mmtier ; or meetings. Zion 1s here 
called a City, b:cauſc it flood in the midſt of the City. The 
City of Jermſalem was very large, and Zion ſtood in the midfi 
of it; and *cis called a City of Solemnities, becauſe the peo- 
ple flocked chither, to hear the Law, to renew their Cove- | 
nant with God, to call upon his name, and to offer Sacrifices. 
O Sirs, was not London the City of-our Solemnities? the City 
where we ſolemnly met to wait upon the Lord,in the beauty 
of Holineſs ? the City, where we offercd prayers and praiſes? 
the City, where we worſhipped the Lord in Spirit and in 
troth ? the City, wherein God, and Chriſt, and the gjeit 
things of eternity” were revealed to us? the City, whetein 


many 


.- 
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hs 


many thouſands were converted and cdifted, walking in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the comforts of the Holy Gholt ? the 
City, . where we had the clearelt, the choiceſt, and the higheſi 
enjoy ments of God, that ever we had inall our daycs ? the 
City, wherein we have fate down, under Chrifts ſhadow 


City, in which Chriſt bas brought ws to his banqueting bouſe, 
dS; banner over us, bas been love ? the City, in which Chriſt! 
has Staid #5 with flaggons, and comforted us with Appler'? the! 
City, in which Chriſts left hand hath been under our heads, af 
bis right hand hath imbraced ur ? The City, wherein the 


. Jand their Land laid defolate, and their Solemn Afemblies 
brokenin pieces, then they could fing none of the Songs of| pp, 145. 1, 
24 33 45 5* 


|the ſolemn aſſembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it 


Lord of Hofts. hath made unto his people a feaſt of fat things, a 
raft of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrew, of wines 
on the les well refined. London, the City of our Solemnities, 
1s now laid deſolate : and therefore for this, why (ſhould not 
we be diſconfſolate, and mourn in fecret before the Lord ? 
This frame of Spirit, hath been upon the people of God ot 
old, Zeph. 3. 18. 7 will gather them that are ſorrowſul for 


was a burden. By Solemn Afﬀemblics, are meant, their ſeve- 
ral conventions at thoſe fet times, which God had ap-{ 


the Rated Feaſts and Falts, which they were bound to ob- 
ſerve. Now for the want, the lack, the loſs of thoſe Solemn 
aſſemblies 3 ſuch asdid truly fear the Lord, were folemnly 
ſorrowfull. Of all loſſes,ſpiritual lofles are moſt ſadly reſented 
by gracious fouls. When they had loſt their houſes, their 
eſtates, their Trades, their relations, their liberties, and were 
led captive to Babylon, which was an Iron Fornace, a ſetond 
Agypt to them 3 then the loſs of theif Solemn Aﬀemblies, 
made deeper impreſſions upon their hearts, than all their 
outward loſſes did. The Jews were famous Artiſts ; they 
fland upon record for their skill, eſpecially in Poetry, Ma- 
thematicks and Muſick : but when their City was burnt, 


Ziom;, then they were more for mourning, than for mu- 


fick”, for ſighing, than for ſinging; for lamenting, then for 
| Gg 2 laughing. | 


AQRs PL 3t- 


with great delight ; bis fruit has been ſrocet unto our tofte ? rhe | Cant/2. 3, 4: 


Iſa, 25. 6. 


pointed them 3 viz. on the weekly Sabbath, the new Moons, | Deur. 16. 


$> 6. 
| 


— — LL EE” 9 


52 London's Lamentattons on 


laughing. Nothing goes fo near gracious hearts, as the 
lofs of theie Solemn Afemblies, as the loſs of holy Ordi- 
nancesz health, and wealth, and friends, and Trade, are but 
Sam. 4 17, | Meer 1chabody, to the Saints Solemn Aſſemblies, and to pure! 
18. | Ordinances. When the Ark was taken, E/; could live no 

| longer : but whether his heart, or his neck, was firſt broken 
upon that ſad tydings, is not ealic to determine. | on 

Nthemiab underftoog, that the walls of Feruſalem were bro- 
2 Kings 25, 8, | ken down, and that the Gates thereof were burnt with fire, 
9, £0. and that the whole City was laid deſolate by Nebxz waden, 
and his Chaldeon Army 3 he fits down, and weeps , and 
mourns, and fafts, and praycs; he did (o lay the burn- 
ing-.of the City of their Solemnities to heart, that all the] 
'Nch. 1-3,4- j (miles of King Artaxzrxes, could not raiſe him, nor rejoice 
Chap. 2. him. It was on the tenth day of the fifth moneth , that 
- 52. 1?> | Ferwuſalem was burnt with fire 3 and upon that account, the 
| $, 14: Jewes faſted upon every tenth day of the fifth moneth. Now 
' (hall the Jews folemnly faſt and mourn on the tenth day of 
Zech. 7.3. {the fifth moneth, ( during their Cuptivity ) becauſe their 
{City, and Temple, and Solemn Afemblies, were on that 
day buried in aſhes; and turned intoa rvinous heap; and 
and ſhall not we faſt and: mourn, to ce the City of onr So+ 
| lemnitics, buried in its own ruines, But, ny 
10 Tenthly and Jlafily, That Incendiary ; that miſchievous 
{ "  ]Villain Hubert, confeft the fat, of firing the firſt houſe in 
[ Pudding Lane, (twugh he would not confeſs who ſet him 
——_ at work ) and accordingly was ex:cated at Tyburr> for it; 
ſters, wr ry Now who can look upon the dreadful conſequences ( the 
veral other |burmng of a renowned City ) that followed upon the firing 
ſober. prudent | of the firſt houſe ; arid not mourn over Londoms defolations? 
7 pn who| Hwbers did confeſs to ſeveral perſons of note and repute, | 
gm that he was a Catholick; and did further declare , that he 


again with. { believed -confeſſion to a Priclh, was neceſſary to his falvati- 
Hubert, and 


are ready to_atreſt, that he was. far from being mad ; and that he was, not only very 
rationy], bur alſo yery cunning and ſubtile, and ſo the fitter /inftrument for the Conclave of 
Ren, or ſome ſubtle Jeſuit to make uſe of, ro bring about our common wo. . It was ne- 
yer known, thar Rome of Hell, did ever make wſc of nad men. os fools, to- bring about 
their Diviliſh Plots, 


ON.; 


het ao CI —_ — 
> . 
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on. And being adviſed ( by a Chaplain to a perſon of Ho- 
nor®) to call upon God, he repeated his Ave Mary, which he 
confeſt, was his uſual prayer. Father. Harvey confeſt him, 
and inftructcd him, and we need not doubt, but that he ab- 
ſolved him alſo, according to. the cuſtom of the Romiſh 
Church. Hubert died in the profeſſion of the Komiſh faith, 
ſtoutly afſerting,that he was no Fugonite, I know that men 
of the Remiſh Religion, and ſuch who are one in Spirit with 
them; woald make the world believe, that this Hubert 
( who by order of Law, was executed upon the account of 
his own publick and private conſ{gllions ) was mad, diftra- 
Red, and whatnot. But what mad men, do theſe make the 
Judge and Jury to be ? for who but mad men, would con- 
demn ( to fuch a ſhameful death ) a mad man, for confcl. 
fiog himſelf guilty of fuch a hainous and horrid faRt, which 
he had never committed ? Doubtleſs both Judge and Jury, 
were men of more wiſdom, Juftice and conſcience, than to 
hang a mad manupop his own bare confeſſiong@sThe Ger- 
man Hiftories tell us, what encouragement men of a Romiſh 
faith have had from! Rome, to make way for their Religion 
throughout Germany, by- fire and (word : and when ſome of 
thoſe Incendiaries have been taken in ſetting houſes on fire, 
they have confeft, that there have been'many more in com: 
bination with them, who by all the wayes they could, 
were to conſume Silefis, and other parts with firings. When 
the Spaniſh Armado came againſt this Nation, in 1588. with 
in Invincible Navy ( as they counted it ) they had two thou- 
ſandeight hnndred forty three Great Ordnance, twenty cight 
thouſand eight hundred and forty Mirriners, Souldicrs, and 
Slaves rowing in Gallies, with innumerable Fire-balls and 
Granatlo's ; in order to the making of England defolate: by 
Fire and Sword. | Did not F. Parſons, Doleman, and: Hol the 
Jeſuit, draw other Incendiaries into'a combination, to. fire 
the Royal Navy with wild-fire, in Queen Elizabeth; Reign; 
for which they were ftretcht at Tybwurn?: A. D. 1595. on that 
very day, when King James. was -crowned; when the gene- 
rility of the people were intent -upgmthat noble ſpectacle, 


Lac. Hiſt. 
P.613.þ.519, 
F290, 


Hiſh. F. 184, 
185. 


Speeds Hiſt, 
P.1158. 

Luc. Hiſt. þe 
298, 299. 


Lic. Hiſt. Pp. 
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|five were ſuborned -by the Jaſuits, to fet Lofdon.on fire in 
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Comp! Hiſt. 
Þ. 44} > 449. 
Ray. Favor”. 
P. © 4z 55. 
Rom, Mr. 
Pettcs 31: 


TDKANKS. 
Gaſpo . 


Anao 15 80. 


Metey. Hiſt. de 
rep. Belg. |. 15s 


The fa& of 
Faux Was hor- 
rid and ſan- 
Feuinary 3 ard 
. [you know 
who ſet- him 
on work. 


Anno 1555. 
| Caluin, 


: 


{cord. Mr; Waddeſwwth did depoſe,, both in wriungg# and 


ſeveral places ; but were trultrated, as 15 evident upon Re- 


viva voce;at the Lords Bar; that one Henry alius Francis Smith, 
alias Lloyd; alias Rivers, alias Simons, betare the beginning of 
the Scotch Wars, did tell him in Norfolk, (where he met tum) 
That the Prpiſh Religion was not to be brought in here, by di- 
ſpmting, on Books of Controverſie , but with an'Arm;, and with 
fire and ſword. Pope Martin the fifth ſent Cardinal Fulion 
( who was name ſake, and near of kin to Fulion the Apoſtate ) 
withan. Army of fourſcore- thouſand, ro root out Huſſites 
( or Proteſtants ) in B bemia, where thy burnt up their 
Towns; ard at the ſarr.e time, Albertus his Affitiant, burnt 
up hve hundred of their Villages. It was Philip the Second 
of Spuin, who id, T hat he had rether loſe all his Provinces, 
than ſeen tv. grans, or favour any thing, which might be pr-judi- 
cial. tothe Catholick Religion, le was Cardinal Granilanag, 
who-was wont to lay, That be wind reduce the Cathlick Re. 
ligion in alWacer, though one hundred thauſand men were to be 
burnedin an hows; | It was the Spaniſh Miniſters of S:ate, who 
dcclatediopenly, in the Pacification of Colerr, That. tbe Pro- 
teftanty would-be pery well ſerved, if theywere firipped of all their 
goods, andiforced to go ſeeknew Countreys, like Fewer and Egypti- 
ans, who wander up and doven, like Regnes and Vagabonas. The 
Duke of Alba ( a bloody Papift?) fitting at his Table, faid, 
That be bad raken diligent pains, in rooting owt tht tares of He- 
refies, baving delivered eighteen tbouſand men in the ſpace of f;x 
ears only, to #þe hands of the Hang-man. From the begia- 
ing of the Jefuics, to x580. ( being the ſpace of thirty 
years ). there were almdſt-nine hundred thouſand Proteſtants 
[put to death, in France, Spain, Jtaly, Germany, England, and 
other parts.of Chriftendom. Men of that Rehgjor, that burnt 
tre Martyrs in Queda Maries dayes, are men'cf ſuch bloody, 
defpcrate Principlosy that: they: will thick at nothing, that 
may 'be a means, tozdvance the:Romifſs Religion, Some men 
befides the: Rimenr, Have practiſed moſt prodigious things, 
and-/a1bto'raifſe themfelves -a name in:the. world, Serwſtw 
at Getevp, gave all hisiggods'to:the poor, and his body to be 
burnt ; and | for a name; for a bet glory-among _ 
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[The Temple of the great Goddefs Diana ( which was one 
'of the worlds wonders ) was fet on fire when Alexanter 
was born, by Heroftratzs a baſe fellow ; ' and this he did, That 
he might be talkt of when he war dead, So' Fudas and Sattic, 
with- their ſeditious Se, burnt down the Temple of  Feru- 
[oem and all the beautiful Buildings in the Cy, And at 
another time, when the Romans had fet the Temple on hire, 
Titw by entreatics and threatnings, did all he could, to per- 
{wade the Souldiers, to extinguith the fire, bat could not 
prevail with them. They ſeeing the Gates of the inward 
Temple, to be Gates of Gold, thought that che Temple 
was Full of money ; and that they might have a rich booty; 
and therefore regarded not their Generals commands. Ti- 
w did;gll he could to quench the Flames; but a certain 
Souldicr, tired the Poſts about the doors of the inward Tcm- 
ple, and preſently the' flame "appearing within, Titus and 
and his Captains departed; and fo cvery one ſtood looking 
upon it, and no man ſought to extinguiſh it. Thas the 
Temple was burnt by the hind of a fingle Souldier, againft 
Tus his mind. One man that is of a cruel Spirit, and of 
cruel Principles, may do a world of miſchief. Take that in- 
fance of N:ro, who malitiouſly raiſed the firſt Perſecution 
zainſt che Chriſtians ; pretending, that they were Iacen- 
duries, and Authors of the burning of Rome; whereas he 
himſelf, had moſt wickedly done it : But this barbarous aR 
of his, was fathered upon the Chriſtians; and atcording}y 
they fuffered ſeverely for it. © Another Author faith, N-ro 
ſaccteded Calignla in the Government, anl{ in no lefs fierce 
nels and crucley, becauſe he was a man in whom ("if po[- 
ible it might be ) all the other crucltics were oncloſed, and 
all 'elſe that could ( by men) ' be imagined, for without 
ity regitd of ſanRitied things, or perforis (of like quali: 
ty ) private or publick, he cauſed the City of Rome, to be (et 
on fire, with expreſs prohibition, not to quench it, or atiy 
man'to make ſafety of his own goods : So the fire conti- 


hebeing'on a high Tower, forme fmall diftance off, clapped 
his hatids; and'joyed, to behbVd chis* diſmal ſpeRtacle; fo far 
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Dan. ©, 5,6. 
Zech. 4. 7. 


The French. 
the Dutch, the 
Dane, the 
Spaniard, &c. 
haye at times 
experienced, 
what Loxdons 
Treaſure and 
force, have 
been able to 
do, & 


| 
1Pſal.q6. 5.10. 
Gen. 31, 24, 


29 
Chap. 33 34- 
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| the Proteſtary Intereſt have then be'brought ? What greater 


over-rule. all hearts and counſels; and to. turn that to his 
_ [peoples greateſt good , which their enemies deſign to be 


[their crud, bloody, fiery, Spirits and Principles, arc Riill the 


exceeding all humanity, The wiſck Prince that ever (way- 
ed a Scepter, hath told us, That one ſinner deftroyerh cc good, 
Who - can ſumm up, the mitchicf, that a few ill-minded 
men may do ia a little time ? The ſame Devil, the ſame 
luſts, the lame wrath, the ſame rage, the ſame revenge, the 
ſame ends,the ſame motives,that have put others upon burn- 
ing work informer times, may probably have put tome, up- 
on the ſame work in our time. Burning work 1s fo odious 
and abominable, fo -deliruRtiye, hateful and hurtful a thing ip 
the cycs of, all truc Eygiiſs men, whohave any tenſe of ho- 
nour or conſcience, that I ſhallnever wonder, to fee fuch 
who have either had a head, or ahand, or a heart in it, of 
Arts and Crafts, to bury for ever the remembrance of it, 
Was not London the glory of England ? Was» ngt L-don En- 
'glands Treafury, and the Proteftants Sanctuary ? Was not 
London astertible to her enemies abroad, as ſhe was joyous to 
her friends at home ? Has not London been as dreadful to her 
forraign foes, as the hand-writing upon the Wall, was to 
Belſhazzzr ? Was not London the great Mountain, that her 
encmiecs feared would be moſt prejudicial to their pernicious 

cligns? Was not L»ndon, that great Rock, againſt which, 
many have daſht themſelves in pieces? Wag not London, 4s 
Briars and Thorns, as Goads and Gulfs, and two-edged 
$words, toall her enemies more remote, and nearer home ? 
Had the French invaded us, when' London was in flames ( a 
many feared they would ) or had ſuch riſen up at that time, 
in the bowels of the Nation, whoſe very Principles lead them 
by fire and {werdy to make way for theix Religion 3 what. 
doleful dayes had we fcen, and to what a low ebb might 


encouragement could be given, to French, Dutch, Dane, and 
all of the old Religion ( as they call it ) to make defperate 
attempts upon vs,,, than the laying of the City deſolate by 
fire ? but 'tis the glory of Divine Power, to daunt and 


their utter ruine. We know Papifis arc no changelings * 


ſame: 
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fame: Both King and Parliament have taken notice, how v1- | 
gilant and ative they have bcen of late, by what hath been 
diſcovered, confefſed, proved, printed, &c. Is it not more 
than probable, that ſome influenced from Rome, have kind- 
led and promoted that dreadful fire, that hath laid our City 
deſolate ? The Statue of Apollo, is ſaid, to ſhed tears for the, 
aflitions of the Grecians, though he could not help them. 
Though none of us could prevent the defolation of London 
yet letus all be fo ingenious, as to weep over the aſhes of 
Lmmdon, Who can look upon L1ndons glory, as now facri- 
ficed to the flames, and made a burnt-offcring, to appeaſe 
the wrath and fury ( as many fiy ) of a Popilt Conclave, 
and not mourn ? 


Sir, We readily grant , that "tis our duty, to lament and 
mourn over the ruintes and d:ſolations of London ;, yea, ſame of 
us bave ſo lamented and mourned over Londons duſt and aſhes, 
that we bave almoſt reduced our ſelves to duſt and aſhes : and 
therefore what Cordials, what Comforts, what Supports can you 
band out to us, that may belp to cheer up our ſpirits, and to bear 
up our bearts, ſo as that we may not utterly faint, and fink nei- 
ther under the ſight of Londons Ruines : nor yes wnder a deep 
ſenſe of our many great and ſore leſſes. * 

Now that I may be a little ſerviceable and ufeful to you 
bo preſent calc ; give me leave to offer to your molt 

ious conſideration, theſe following particulars by way of 


lupport. 


Firſt, Conſider for your Support and comfort , that the 

eat God might have burnt up all; he might not have left 
one houſe fianding, nor one ſtone upon another. * Tis true, 
the greateſt part of the City is fallen 3 but 'cis rich mercy, 
that the whole is not conſumed. Though moſt of the 
City within the Walls, be defiroyed; yet "ris Grace upon the 
Throne, that the Suburbs are Aanding. Had not God ſpared 
lome houſes. #n the City, and the main of the Suburbs, where 
would -thouſands have had a livelihood ? How would any 
Trade have been maintained? yea, how would the lives of 
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| many thouſands have been preſerved ? "Tis true,the tire was 
| very dreadful, but God might have made it more dreadful 
| he might have laid every houſe level; he might havecon- 
| (umed all the goods and wealth, that was there treaſured 
up; and-he might have refuſed, to have plucke one man, as 
a brand out of the fire. He might have fuftcred London, to 
have been as totally deſtroyed, as Feraſzlem was, Mat.24.1,2. 
And }:ſus went ont, and departed from the Temple, and bis Diſ. 
cip es came to him, to ſhew him the buildings of the Temple. And 
7:ſus ſaid unto them, ſee ye not all theſe things ? Verity, I ſay 
unt » you. there ſhall not be left here ene ſtone upon anther, that 
ſhall not be thrown d\1wn., Ja theſe words, Chriſt doth fore- 
«ll the utter deſtruction, and devaltation of Feruſalem, which 
cam? to paſs by Titxs and the R-man Army : waſting all 
with hre and (word, and evening with the ground, that 
Magnificent Temple and City, which was the glory of the 
world. Though Titzs by a firit Edit, at firſt ſtorming of 
che City, forbad the dcfacing of the Temple, yet the Soul. 
diers burnt it, and the City. The Temple was burnt ( (ay 
'lome_) Auguſt: 19. when it had flood five hundred eighty 
| 11me years 3 and the City was burnt, September 8. in -the year 
| of our Lord ſeventy one. 

FF 
| But whyd 4Chrifts Diſciples ſp-w him the buildings of the 


Temple, which they knew were not unkniwn unto bim ? 


To m-:vec him to m+rcy, and to moderate the ſeverity of 
t1at former ſentence, of leavirg their houſes deſolate unto 
them. Herod had been at a wonderful charge, in building 
and beautifying the Temple. Foſephus tells ns , that for 
cight whole years together, he kept ren thouſand menat 
work about it ; and that for magnificence and ltatelinels, it 
xcecded Solomons Temple. The' D.ſciples might very well 
wonder at thele fiately buildings, at cheſe goodly, frately 
tir Stones, which were ( as F-[ephnr wriceth ) fifteen cubits 
long, twelve high, and tight broad; .''Now the' Diſciples 
'ondly thought, that Chriſt, upon the FAY fight of 'rheſt 
'tatcly glorious buildings, (* which to ſee laid walte, was pi: 
. ns h ty) 


a the late fiery Duſpenſ ation. 


ty ) might have becn ſo workt upon, as to r.vciſc his tor 
mer ſentence, of laying all dcfolate. But here th:y were 
miſtaken; for his thoughts was not as their thoughts. Others 
think, that the D.(ciples ſhewed Chrilt the ftately building) 
of the Temple, that upon a fcrious conſideration of the 
fireng/ h, pomp, fiatelineſs, greatnels and magnificence of the 
buildings, he might be the more carcfu]l to preſerve them 
from detiruction. Others think, that the Diſciples ſhewed 
him theſe fixong and ately buildings, to infinuate (ecretly 
thereby, how difhcalt, yea, impoſlible, it was for them to 
be deſtroyed ; elpecially conlidering the firenyth of rhe Ci- 
ty alſo. And hence our Saviour fcems to anlwer, See ye nat 
all theſe things : Verily, I (ay unto you, there ſhall not be left bere 
one ſtone #pon another that ſhall not be thrown down, &c. 


But when was this prediftion fulfilled,T hat not one ſtone ſhowld 
be left upon another, which ſhould n14 b: thrown d wa ? &c. 


This was fulfilled, forty years after Chrifts Aſcenſion, by 
Veſpaſian the Emperor, and his Son Titxs ; as Exſebius and 
foſephus do declare. Yea, this Prophecy was not only ac- 
compliſhed, in the dett:u tion of the old Temple, but then 
alſo, when in F«i3im the Apoſiates time, the Jews ( to ſpite 
the Chriſtians ) were by him encouraged, to build the Tem- 
ple at his charge 3 and they attempting it accordingly, were 
hindered from Heaven, by a mighty Earthquake, which caſt 
down that in the night, which was built in the day : and 
beſides, a fire from Heaven, that conſumed the work and 
work-mens inftruments 3 which Cyrilw Biſhop of Feruſalem, 
then ſeeing, applied unto that event, this predic 0: of our 
Saviour, T here ſhall not be left one ſtone upon another, that ſhall 
not be thrown down. Ah L»ndon, Londen, this might have 
been thy doom, that there ſhould not have been 01c houſe 
finding, neither within, nor without thy walls ; yea, this 
might have been thy doom, that there ſhould not have been 
one [tome leſt wpon another, that ſhould not bave been thrown down. 
In that *tis otherwiſe with thee, thou haft cauſe, O London, 
tocry Grace, Grace, to him that fits upon the Throne, and 
is bleſſed for ever, &c, 
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| Carthage was a Noble City, Miltris of Africa, and Para- 
gon to Rome, She made her part good againlt Rome for ma+ 
ny years, but at length, by means of her own inward civil 
jarrs, ſhe was utterly deſtroyed by them. For the inhabi- 
rants being not able to ſtand any longer in their own de- 
fence, were conftrained to yield themielves to the mercy of 
their enemies : the Women, to the number of five and 
ewenty thouſand, marching firſt forth; and after them, the 
men in number thirty thouſand following, all which poor 
Captives, were fold for bond-ſlaves, a few only of the prin- 
cipal excepted : and then fire was put to the City, which 
burnt (ſeventeen dayes without ceafing ; even till it was 
clean conſumed. This might have been thy doom, O Lon- 
don, but God in the miditof Judgement hath remembred 
mercy. 

Ath:nt was once the -moſt famous flouriſhing City of 
Greece, for her fair buildings, large PcecinRts, and multitude 
of inhabitants ; bur eſpecially for her Philoſophy, by means 
whereof, recourſe was made from all parts to her, as the 
fountain and well-ſpring of Arts, and the School and Uni- 
verlity of the whole world. Whoſe Policy and manner of 


they drew from thence their Laws : but now the lies dead 
and buried in the aſhes of forgetfulneſs, not carrying any 
of her former proportion or appearance. If this had been 
thy doom, O London, we mulſt- all have (er to our fealcs, 
that the Lord had been Righteous : but bleſſed be the Lord, 
London is not, and I hope never ſhall ( let Rome and Hell 
do their worſt) be buried inthe aſhes of forgetfulneſs, &*c. 
But, 


The ſecond Support; to bear up the hearts, and: to cheer 
up the Spirits of all that has ſmarted by the late fiery di- 
ſpenſation, 1s this, viz. that God has given them their lives 
fora prey, O Sirs, what a mercy is it, that though the fire 
has reacht your houſes, your ſhops, your goods, your com- 


modities, your warchouſes, your treaſure ; that yet it- has} 


not reacht your. lives, nor the lives of your relations or 
friends ? 


—_ _— 


Government, was ſo much eſteemed by the Romans, that| 


| 
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friends ? though your habitations are conſumed , and your 
loſſes have been great, yet thatin the midſt of ſo many deaths 
and dangers by the flames, and by the preſs of the people, 
and notwith(tanding all the confuſions, that was in all parts 
of the City, you ſhould have your lives for a prey, and be 
ſnatcht as Oo many fire-brands ont of the burning. O how 
(hould this miraculous Providence of God, be owned and ad- 
mired by you ! The Devil hit the mark, when he (aid, Skin 
for skin; yea, all that a man bath, will be give for his life, 
Job 2. 4. Mens eftates in thoſe times, did lye moltly in Cat- 
tel, Now faith Satan, Fob is a very great lite-lover, he is 
fond of life, and afraid of death ; and therefore he will give 
Skin upon skin, to fave his life: he will give many skins, 
abundance of skms ; yea, all his skins, to fave his life : he 
will give his Cattelsskins, and his Servants skins, and his 
Sons skins, to fave himſelf in a whole skin. By this Pro. 
yerbial Speech, Skin for kin, &c. Satan intimates, that Fob 
cared not for the loſs of his Cattel, nor for the loſs of his 
ſervants, nor for the loſs of his children, fo he might ſecure 
his own life. Fob {et a higher price upon his own life, than 
he did upon all other lives: let others fink or ſwim, fo he 
might eſcape, all was wcll. Natural life is a precious Jew- 
«; a man will caſt all over-board, when he is in danger of 
drowning, to fave his life. A man will hold up his arms, 
to fave his head ; or ſuffer the loſs of a limb, to ſave his 
life, Men will blced, (weat, vomit, purge, part with 


an eſtate 3. yea, with ſome of their limbs, to preſerve | 


their lives. As he who cryed out , Give me any defor- 
mity, any torment , any miſery , ſo you ſpare my life, Where- 
fore doth- a living man complain ( or murmur ) @ man for 
the puniſhment of bis fin, Lam. 3. 39. O what a ſimple, 
(enſclefs, bruitiſh, blockiſh thing 1s it, for a man, a mortal 
man , a finful man, a man on this (ide the grave , on this 
fide Hell, to complain, or murmur againſt a holy and righte- 
ous God ! He that is alive on this fide everlafling burnings, 
on this fide a devouring fire; has no juſt cauſe to complain, 


what ever his loſſes, crofſes, or ſufferings are, He that has | 


deſerved 'a hanging, if he eſcape with a whipping, has no 
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damning, if they eſcape, with the luſs of houſe, goods, 
eltates, &c. they have no cauſe to complain, or murmur, 
Mark at this time Ferzſalcm was burnt, City and Tcmple, 
*asS laid in aſhes, the Citizens were turned 0t of houſe and 
home, and fiript of all their conifori's and contentments. They 
that did feed delicately, were deſolate in the Streets ; they that 
were brought up in Scarlet, embraced aunghills, T hey were ſcat- 
tered among the Heathen, who did mock, at their $ abbaths, and 
who trod their mighty men under fozt, yea,they ſught their bread 
with the peril of their lives. And yct faith the Prophet, Why 
doth the living man complain * Though City, and Temple, 
ard Goods, aid Eſtates, were a'l conſumed in the flumes, 
yet ſome had their lives fora prey. And upon that very 
account, they ought not to complain. God might have 
turncd them into alhes; as he had turned their houſes into 
aſhes : and it was mcer Grace, that he did not : which che 
Church wiſely and ingeniouſly obſerves, when the faith, I 
is of the Lords mercy that ( we) are nat conſumed. She doth 
not ſay, *cis of the Lords mercy, that our houſes are not 
conſumed : but "tis of the Lords mercy that ( we ) are not 
conſumed : nor ſhe dos not ſay, *tis of the Lords mercy that 
our goods are not conſumed ; but "cis of the Lords mercy 
that ( we )) are not conſum d The Church ſaw mercy, 
much mercy, tender mercy, yea, b»wels of mercy, ( as the 
word there imports ) that a remnant had their lives given 
them, when their City and'Subſtance was turned into aſh:s, 


O Sire, others have loſt their goods, and their lives together, 
and "cis miraculous mercy, that you har'c, when mens wits 
were puzzel'd, their hearts diſcouraged, and their indufiry 
tir-d out, When the wind was at the higheſt, and the 


fire at the hotreſt, and the hopes of moſt at the lowclt; | 


that then you ſhould bz as brands pluckt out of the fire, was 
glorious mercy, Oc. 4 
Inthe Reign of Achmt the eighth Emperor of the Turks, 


1a great fire aroſe in the City of Conſtantinople, wherein ma- 
[| ny, both men and women periſhed, with above five hun- 


. 


dred Shops and Ware-houſes full of rich Merchandize, melt 
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cauſc to complain, or murmur. Men that have declerv.d a 
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of which bclonged unto the Jews, of whom, almoſt two 
hundred are (aid to be burnt. Theſe lot their gouds and 
their lives tog=ther, but fo have not you ; the greater obli- 
zrtion lyes upn you, both to think well of Gd, and to 
(peak well of God, and to lay out your lives to the uttermoſt 
for God. 

Certain Tartars at Conſtantinople in their inſolency, (et fire 
ipon 2 certain Jews houſe; whereof aroſe ſuch a terrible 
are, as b irne not only many houſes; but a great many of 
the Jews themſelves. Here lives and eſtates went together. 
Though Out-landiſh hands have ſet our City, our houſes on 
fire, yet God has pr.ferved our lives in the midſt of the 
flames: and this is a mercy more worth, than all we have 
loſt, &c 

There was a ftately Palace in Zeruſz/em, that Sol:men 
had built, which joyned near to the Temple : this Palace 
the Jews abundantly anointed all over with Brimfione and 
Pitch, fo that when the Romans purſucd the Jews unto this 
Palace, they entered the Palace after the Jews, who went ou: 
again another way, and ſhut up the Palace, and ſet fire on 
the Gates, which they had before anointed with Brimſtone 
and Pitch; and firaight way, the fide walls of the houſe, 
and\ the whole building, began to be' on a light fire: 
that the Romans had no way to eſcape, becauſe the fire com 
piſſt# the houſe on every ſide. 'The Jews allo ſtood, raund 
about the Palace, with their drawn Swords, to cur off any 
that ſhould attempt to eſcape the flimies. Now there was 
two and twenty thouſand of the Romans defiroyed in this 
hre. Tirms hearing the lamentable cry of the Komans, that 
were compaſſcd about in flitn's of tire, made ſpeed with 
lf his Army, to come and"refcue' them; but the firc burng 
lv vehemently, that he” could” fave 'none of them. Upon 
which, Titzs and his Army * wept bitterly. 'O Sirs, when 
Lmdon was in flames, if men of a Romif faith, had compal- 
ed the City round about with their drawn Swords, that 
none ſhould have eſcaped” pie farious Aames, how dread- 


full wollld Tith"'a diy heave} been. Whether” ſuch a, 


thing was intendtd',” or 'defiffned , ' and by ary firange 


Providence 


Knollts pag. 
1255. 


Foleybas, 


London's Lamentations on 


Pal 46. 


| 
Auſtin ſaith, 
that he would 
= be a wick- 
'ed man one 
ha'ft hour, for 
hl! the world ; 
becauſe he 
might die jn 
that halt hour, 
aud then he 
was undone 
for ever. 


| hang upon the ſmalleſt Wyars.. Eternity, Eternity, depends 


Every man bath bjs ber. Hc who overſlips: that ſeaſon, may 


Providence prevented : we ſhall know in the fitteſt 
ſcaſon. | 

Numantium a City in Spain, being, belieged by the Romany, 
and aftcr it had born the brunt of War along time, and made 
many deſperate Sallics upon their enemies, and were almoſi 
conſumed with famine ; rather than they would bow their 
necks to the Roman yoke, they barred their Gates, and et 
411 on fire, and fo burned themſelves in the flames of thei 
City, that ſo they might leave the enemy, nothing but aſhes 
for his prey and triumph. Here City and Citizens, are de- 
(troyed together; and *tis infinite mercy,that this was not the 
tate, the doom of the Citizens of Lond. They and their Ci- 
ty, might have fallen together : but God was good, and a very 
preſent belp in time of trouble. O Sirs, if not only your houles, 
your ſhops, your goods, your wares, but alſo your perſons, 
had been encloſed with flames, and no poſſibility of eſcape ; 
how dreadful would the fixe have been then ! O what tongue 
can expreſs, or heart conceive, the lighs, the groans, the 
crycs, the tears, the gaſhful looks, the horrible (hricks, the 
dreadful amazement, and the matchleſs aftoniſhment, that 
would have been upon all ſorts, and ranks of people, that 
had been compaſſed round about with flames, and could fee 
no door of deliverance open to them ! O what a fnercy 
is if, that we arc yetalive; though we are (ſiript of many 
comforts and conteutments, which tormerly we have en- 
joyed? Now here give me cave, to open my (elf a little, in 
theſe following particulars. 

Firſt, What a mercy was this, to all unregenerate and 


_—_ 


unconvertcd perſons, that they have had their lives for a}- 


prey, when London was in flames ? Had God by the flames, 
or any other accident, putan end to their natural dayes, 
they might at this time, have been a Rolling up and down 
mn unquenchable flames. Sinners, Sinners,the greateſt weights, 


upon your improvement of that time, that life, and thoſe 
(caſons, apd opportunities of, Grace, that yet you do enjo)- 
That R2bb3, hit..it, who, ſaid, !Nemo eft cxi- non ſit hora ſus 


———— 


never 
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[ate; he riſes late," and dines late, and ſupps late, and goes A 


the late fiery Diſpenſation. | 6y i 
never meet with the like again all his dayzs. O Sird, to have 
x little more time to bclieve, to repent, to ſecure your in- : 
tereſt g@Chriſt, a changed nature, = ſanRficd frame of heart : 
1 par in the boſom, is a mercy more worth, than ten 
thouſand worlds. *To have a little more time, to m3ke your | | 
calling and cle&ion ſure, and to get the New Name, and » Pet 1-10. 
White Stone, that norie knows, but thoſe thet are the fa- Y- 2+ 17: 

. Heb, 11. 10. 
yourites of Heaven, To have time, to make fare a City that Chap. 12. 28; 
hath foundations; a Kindgorn, that ſhakes not; Riches that 1 Pcr. 1. 4. 
corrupt not 3 an inheritance, that tadeth not away; a houſe, 2 Cor. 5. 1 
not made with hands, but oac ctcrnal in the beavens. To 2 119-445 
have time, to make farc to your felves a Crown of Righte- | -n—aaeyuY 
oulnels, a Crown of Life,' a Crowa of Glory, a Crown of | Per. 5. 4: 
immortality, arc mcrcics b:yond all the expreffions , and 
above all the valuations of the Sons of fnen. The Poets 
paint Time with wings, to ſhew the volubility and ſwift- 
nels of it. Sumptus pretiociſſimus temprs ; time is of precious ' cophacles, 
cft, (aith Theophraſtur. Know time, loſe nit 2 minute, (aith Pit- | Phocilides, 
tacks,” lian gives this teftimony of the Lacedemonianr, 
That th:y were hugely covetous of their time, ſpending it al 
about neceſſary things, and ſuffering m1 Citizen, either to be idle, 
o play. Titns V:þ:sfimm having ſpent a day, without doing | Sutorius. 
any man any good, as he face at Supper, he uttered this me- 
morable and praiſe- worthy Apothegme, Amici dim perdidi, 
My friends I have lift a day, O Sirs, will not theſe poor Hea- 
thens riſe in ]-dgement againſt all thoſe, that trifle, and | 
fool, and fin away their precious time, Take heed of cry- 
ing eras, cra7, to morrow, tomorrow. O play not the Cour- 
tier with your precious ſouls ; the Courtier doth all things 


tobed late, and repents late; Remember that Mynna thuſi 
be gathered in the morning : The Orjent Pearl is generated 
of the morning dew. There is nothing Þuts a more (xi+ 
ous frame into a mans Spirit, than to know the worth 

his time. *Tis very dangerous' putting off that to; atiothex 
day, which muſt be done to day, or elle*undone tb morrow. 
Niene aut nienquam, Now or Never, was the ſaying of old, if 


not done now, it may never be done,” and then undone for 
| Ii ever. | 
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Beroaldus 
{peaks of a 
Fool, who 


I cried our, 0b 


Repent ance, Ris 
pratance, where 
art thou whe't 
art thou Repet- 
tance ? 


Heb, 2. 3. 
Heb. 3+ 18. 


AAas 1. 9, 10. 
Judg. 14. 20. 


| 


| 


{:n a whirlewind of attliftion, or ina fiery Chariot of tem- 


would not many a man give for a day, when it is a day too 
late. Whiltt many blind Sodomites have been grogyng, to 
find a door of hope, God has rained Hell out of HeaWh upon 
them. The ſeaſons of Grace arc not under your locks and 
keyes. Many thouſand poor finners have lolt their (cafons, 
and their ſouls together. Fx4as repented, and Eſau mourn- 
ed , but neither timely nor truly ; and therefore they periſh 
edto all eternity. The damned in Hell may wcep theix 
eyes out of their heads, but they can never weep fin out of 
their ſouls ; nor their ſouls out of Hell, &c. 

O that the flames of London might be ſo (anRified to every 
poor ſinner, who have had their lives for a prey, in that dole- 
fal day, that they may nolongernegle& thoſe precious ſca- 
ſons, and opportunities of Grace, that yet are continued to 
chem z let God ſhould (wear in his wrath, tbat they ſhould ne- 
ver enter into bis reſt. O Sits, yet you have a world of gre 
cious opportunitics, and O that God would give you that 
heavenly wiſdom, that you may never negleR one gracious 
opportunity, though it were to gain a whole world. God 
by giving you your lives in the midit of thoſe furious and 
amazing flames, has given you time and opportunity, to ſe 
cure the internal and the eternal welfare of your precio.s 
and immortal fouls; which is a mercy that can never þ; 
luffciently prized orimproved. Burt, "I 
Secondly, What a mercy was this, to poor doubting ſtzg: 
gering Chriſtians, that they have had their lives for a prey 
when London was in flames. For by this means, they have 
gained time to pray down their doubts, and to argue down 
their doubts,and to wrefile and weep down their doubts,&e. 
Chriſt aſcended to Heaven inacloud, and the Angel aſcend- 
ed to Heaven in the flame of the Altar. *Tis ten to one, 
aut this had been the caſe of many doubting, trembling 
Chriftians, had they dycd: when London was in flames. | 
know "tis good getting to. Heaven any way, though. it be 


pation, Or in the flames of Perſecution, or in a cloudof 


ever. Eternity depends on this moment of time. What 


tears, doubts and darkneſs; but yet that man is more happy, | 
| that 
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that gets to Heaven in a quiet calm of inward peace, anc 
inthe fair Sunſhine of joy and affurance. *Tis a good thing 
for a man fo get into a ſafe Harbour, though it b: in a 
Winter night, and through many Storms and cempetts, ha 
zards, dangers, and deaths, with the lols of Maſts, Cables 
and Anchors; but yet he is more happy, that gets into + 
ſafe Harbour in a clear, calm, fair Sun-thiay day, top anc 
top-gallant, and with Colouzs flying, and Trumpcts found 
ing- The prudent Reader knows how to apply it. O that al 
poor doubting Chriftians would ferioully lay this to heart 
vis. That for them to have time, to have their judgements and 
underſtandings cnlightned,chcir doubts refolved,their objeRti. 
ons anſwered, their conſciences fetled, and their fouls afſurcd,' 
that all is well, and ſhall be for ever well between God and: 
them, is a mercy, more worth than all the world, But, 
Thirdly, What a mercy was this, to poor languiſhing, de- 
clining and decaying Chriftians,- that they have had thei; 
lives for a prey when London was in flames. , There wer. 
a gretehany in London, who were fallen from their firſt love, 
and whoſe Sun was ſetin a cloud. There were many wholc 
Graces were languiſhing , whoſe comforts were declining, 
whoſe ſouls were withered, and whoſe communion with 
God was greatly impaired. Many within: and without thc 
Walls of London, had a Worm knawing at the root of thei 
Graces 3 they had loſi their ſpiritual relliſh of God, of Chriſt 
of Ordinances, as dying men loſe their relliſh, Dying me 


can relliſh nothing they ip,or cat,or drink:they had loſt thei» 
ſpiritual fixength,andrhey knew it not, as Sampſon had loſt h | 
natural firength and knew it not. O what an Image of deat: 
was upon their higheſt profeſſions. Now for theſe men to liv. 
for theſe men to have time to get their Graces repaired, their 
comforts revived, their fpiritual ſtrength reftored, their foul: 
lured, and their communion with God raiſcd, O what a 
matchle(s, what an incomparable mercy is this ! But, 
Fourthly, What a mercy was this, to poor clouded, de-F4 
lerted and benighted Chriftians, that they have had their lv: 5} 


or a prey, when London was in flames Beloved, *tis fac 
dying under a cloud ; *tis fad dying, when he who ſhouls 


The wheels 
>cripture 
(faith Lithey ) 
doch princi - 
pally aim at 
cus thing, that 
we ſhouid not 
doubr but 


nope, that 
we ſhould 
truſt, an char 
we ſhould be- 
lievcathatGod 
is a merciful, 
a buuntiful, a 
gracious and 
patient God to 
his people. 


Rev. 2. 4s 


Judg. I6. 29, 
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_ 1.16, |comfort a mans ſoul, ſtands afar off. Some think , that the 
PCal- 39- 13- face of God was clouded, when David thus prayed, O ſpare 


Iſa, 38. 1,2,3. 
See more of 

ths, in my 

Mute Chriſti- 
an, under the 
ſmarting Rod 
4g. 279 304 
oo. 16.18, 


19, 20, 21» 


Phil. 1.22423. 


- 
' 


{ {pared you, and that was aQtive for you, in that day when you 


me, that 1 may recover flrength , before I go hence, and be no 
more. And ſome think Hezekiabs's Sun was (ct ina cloud, 
and God had drawn a Curtain between Hez:kiab and him- 
ſelf; when. being under the ſentence of death, He twrned bis 
ſace toward the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, and ſaid, Re- 
member now, (0) Lord, I beſeech thee, how I bave walked before thee 
in truth, and with a perſe& beart , and have done that which 
was good in thy ſight : and Hezckiah wept ſore : or with great 
weeping, as the Hebrew runs, Itis with clouded and de- 
ſerted Chriſtians, as it was with Sampſon, when his locks were 
cut off, bis ſtrength was gone : and therefore though he thought 
to go out, and do wonders, as he had formerly done, yet 
by fad experience, he found himſelf to be but as another 
man. So when God dos but withdraw, the beRt of Saints 
have their locks cut; their ſtrength ( which lyeth not in 
their hair, but in their head Chriſt Jeſus }) is gone, and they 
are but like other men ; They think, they ſpeak, they a, 
they walk, like other men. Chriſtians under real difertions, 
commonly fall under fore temptations, great indiſpoſitions, 
barrennefs, flatneſs, dulneſs-and deadnels of Spirit. And is 
this a fit ſeaſon, for ſuch tro dic in? Chriſtians under a cloud 
uſually have their joyes eclipſed, their comforts damped, 
their evidences for Heaven blotted, their communion with 
God impaired, and their title to Heaven is by themſelves 
(-infuch a day ) much queſtioned, And is this a caſe for 
them to diein? O clouded and deſerted Chriſtians , who 
have had your lives for a prey,in the midſt of Londons flames! 
and ever fince thoſe flames, what a great, what a glorious 
obligation, has the blefſcd God put upon you, tolabour to 
recover your fſclves from under all clouds and defertions, and 
to ſpend your dayes in a ſerious and deep admiration of that 
free, that rich, that infinite, and: that Soveraign Grace that 


were compaſſed about with flames of firc on every hand. But, 


; Fifthly, What'a mercy was this, topoor ſolicited tempted 
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Ini that they have had their lives for a prey, when 
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Lundon was in flames? For by this means, they haye gained 
me co lixengthen themſclves againſt all Satans temptations. 
The aaily B.!'s that were given 1n, to pray for poor tempted 
Chrilt.ans, did iuthciently evidence, how active Satan was to 
dilirvis and perplex poor Chriſtians with all ſorts of hideous 
and blaiphcmious temptations, Were there not many 
tempted to diſfituſt the power of God, the goavdnels of God, 
the faithfulnels of God F Were there not many tempred to 
deny God, to blaſpheme God, and to turn their backs upon 
God ? Were there not many tempted to ſlight the Scrip 
tures, to deny the Scriptures, and to prefer their own fancics, 
notions and delutions above the Scriptures. Were there 
pot many tempted to have low thoughts of Ordinances, 
and then to lcave Ordinances, and then [to viliffie Ordi; 
nances, and all under a pr<tence of living above Ordy- 
nances ? Were there not many tempted, to preſume up- 
on the mercies of Godz and others tempted to deſpair of 
the Grace of God ? Were there not many tempted to 
deſtroy themlelves, and others tempted to deltroy their re- 
lations ? Were there not many tempted to draw others to 
fin, and to uphold others in fin, and to encourage others in 
lin , and to be partners with others in fin? Were there 
not many tempted, to have hard thoughts of Chriſt, and 
others to have low thoughts of Chriſt, and others to have no/ 
thoughts of Chritt. Now for theſe poor tempted fouls, to 
have their lives for a prey, and to have precions feafons and 
opportunities, to recover thernſelves out of the ſnares of the 
Devil, and to arm; themſelves againtt all his fiery darts, is 
a comprehenſive mercy, a big-bellied mercy ; a mercy that 
has many thouſand mercies in the womb of it. But, 

» Sixthly and laſtly, What a mercy was this, to all flumbe- 
ring, flothful, Nuggiſh, lazy Chriftians, who had blotted and' 
blurred their evidences fox Heaven ? and who inftead of run 
ing their Chriſtian race, were cither at a fiand, or elſe did but 
halt in the way to Heaven, that they have had their lives for 
a prey, when' London was in flames, and that they have had 
time to clear up their evidences for Heaven, and to quicken 
up their hearts, to run the wayes of Gods commands. Sure- 
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Se: my Mute 
Chriſtzas pag. 
260, t0 ). 279. 
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ife is nothing 
but a rempta- 
tion » {auth 


Auſtin, 


6. 
Matth. 25, 


Heb. 13, Is 
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London's Lamentations on 


The com- 
monneſs of 
our ſufferings, 
doth ſomc- 
whar mitigate 
the ſharpneſs 
of our ſuflc- 
rings, ©c. 


John 16. u'r. 
ARs 14: 22, 


ly,had all the world bcen a lump of Gold,and in their hands, 
to have b:en diſpoſed of; they would have given it, for a 
little time, to have brightned their evidences, to have got 
out of thcir ſinful ſlamber, and to have ſet all reckonings even 
between God and their poor ſouls. And let thus much(uf- 
fice for this ſecond ſupport. 


The third Support to bear up the hearts, and to cheer 
up the Spirits of all chat have ſuffered by the late fiery diſpen- 
ſation, is this, viz. that this has becn the common lot, the 
common caſe, both of Saints and finners. God has dcalt no 
more ſeverely with you, than he has with many others. Have 
you loſt much? fo have many others. Have you lolt half? 
lo have many others. Have you loft all ? ſo have many 
others. Have you loſt your Trade ? fo have many others, 
Have you loſt yoour goods? fo have many others. Have you 
loſt your credits? fo have many others. Have you loſt many 
friends, who before the fire were very helpful to you and 
yours? ſo have many others. Have you loft more than 
your all? ſo have many others. This very Cordial, the 
Apoſtle hands out to the (ſuffering Saints in his time, 1 Cor. 
10. 13. There bath no temptation taken you, but ſuch as is com- 
mn to man. ( by temptation, he means affliction; as the' 
word is uſed, Fam. 1.2. 1P:#.1.6.) that is, there hath 
no affliRion betallen you, but that which is incident, either 
to men as men, or to Saints as Saints : or thus, there hath 
noafil:Qtion befallen you,but ſuch as is common to man; that 
is, there is no sffliion that hath befallen you, but ſuch as 
men may very well bear without murmuriog or buckling un- 
der it. So 1 Pet. 5. 9. Knowing that the ſame afflitions are 
accompliſhed ( or finiſhed ) #n your brethrew, that are inthe 
world; or in your brother- hood, that is in the world. Af- 
flitions are the common lot of the Saints ; and who ſhrugs, 
repines, cotpplains, murmurs, or faints, under 8 common 
lot,its at the Sun becauſe it ſcorches.&c. There arc none of the 
brother-hood, but firſt or laſt, they ſhall know what the 
hiery tryal, what the fiery fornace means. Ferom writing to 
a ick friend, hath this expreſſion, I accownt it a part of wn- 


bappineſs , 


dM... 


the late fiery Diſpenſation. 
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happineſs, not to know adverſity, I judge you to be the more mi- 
ſerable, becauſe yow bave nt been miſerable : it being the xom- 
mon lot of the people of God, to be exerciſed with adver- 
ſity and miſery. I think he hit 1t who ſaid, Impunitar ſecu- 
ritatis mater, virtutum noverca, religionis virus, tines Sandi- 
tatis : 3, e. freedom from puniſhment is the Mother of (ecu- 
rity, the Step- mother of Vertue, the poiſon of Religion, the 
Moth of holineſs. Nibil eft infelicins eo, cui nil unquam con- 
tigit adverfi., There is nothing more unhappy, than he who 
never felt adverlicy, ſaid the refined Heathen ; and ſhall not 
Grace riſe as high as nature. The calamity has been com- 
mon, th:refore wipe your eyes, and don't (ay, there is no 
ſorrow to my ſorrow : no loſs tomy loſs: no ruine to my 
ruine. Under common calamities, men ſbould neither groan 
nor grumble, Look, as no man may conclude, upon the 
account of commoa mercies, that he is really b:loved of 
God; fo no man may conclude, upon the account of com 

mon calamities, that he is really hated of G2d. And there- 
fore bear up ſweetly, bear up chearfully, under your pre- 
ſent trials. In the common calamity of the Plague, the de- 
ttroying Angel perceiving the blood of ſprinkling upon the 
poſts of your doors, and upon the doors of your hearts, 
paſt you by 3 and (aid untoyou Live. But by the common 
calamity of the Fire, the Lord has turned you out of houſe 
and home, and burnt .up your ſubſtance before your eyes. 


tell me, whether you have not more cauſe to admire at the 
mercy of God towards you in 65, than you have cauſe to 
complain of the feverities of God towards you in 66. 


The fourth Support to bear up the hearts, and to cheer up 
the ſpirits of the people of God , who have been ſufferers, 
deep ſufferers, under the late fiery diſpenſation, is this, vis. 
That though they have lofi much, as they are men, as they 
are Citizens, Merchants, Tradeſmen; yet they have loft no- 
thing, as they are Chriſtians, as they are Saints, as they arc 
the called'and-choſen of God. Though they have loft their 
goods, yet they have not loſt their God. Though they 

ave 


Now do but lay your hands ſeriouſly vpon your hearts, and? 


Bragrd. 


Sear i. 


Lam. 1. 12+ 
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Exod, 1*. 7. 
13. 


Rev. 17. 14 


——_ —_— 


72 


London's Lamentations on 


—  — 


>. 


Joh.14-16.26. 
z Cor. 5. 1. 


f 


t Pet. 1. 4. 


Pfal. 93. 25- 


Mar:h. 6. 6. 


Gen 18S. 25- 


Job 2. 


Jo: 29% 25: 


have loſt their Shops and Cheſts, yet they have not lofi their 
Chrilt. Though they have lolt their outward comforts, yet 
they hzve not loſt the comforts of the Holy Ghutt. Though 
they have lolt their houſes made with hands, yet they have 
not loſt their houſe not made with hards, eternal in the 
Heavens. Though they have loſt their earthly inhervance, 
yet they have not loſt their heavenly inheritance. Thovg) 
they have lott their temporal portions, yet they have not loft 
their eternal portions. Though they have loſt chetr open 
Publick Trace, yet they have not loſt their Secret Trade, 
their private Trade to Heaven. 1 readily grant, that your 
atcly houſes; and your well furmſhi Stops, are turned into 
aſhcs; ard that your credit is gone, and your tradig gone, 
and your money gone, and youu utterly undone ( as to this 
world) and yet in all this, God has done you no hurt ; he 
has done you no wrong : and though this at firſt ſight, may 
lecm to be a great Paradox, a very ftrange Aﬀertion; yet I] 
(ball thus evidence it to be an unquceftibnable truth. The 
happineſs of man in this life contifts 1. In his Union with 
God: 2.1n his Communion with God: 3. In his Conformi- 
ty to God : and Fourthly and laſtly, in his ſpiritual fruition 


*lar.d enjoyment of God. Now none of thoſe loſſes, crofles, 


and aftliCtive difpenſations that have paſt upon you, have, or 
can make any breach upon your happineſs, or upon any one 
of choſe four things of which your happineſs is made up. 
The top of mans happineſs in Heaven, lyes in his near unfon 
with God, and in the bcatifical viſion of God, and in his full 
communion with God, and in hisexa& and perſe& confor: 
mity toGod, and in his everlaſting fruition and enjoyment 
of God. Now the more of theſe things any Ciiltian en- 
joyes in this world, the more of Heaven he enjoycs on this, 
ide Heaven, the more happineſs he has on this fide happi- 


neſs; and therefore I would willingly know, how it is pot- 
ible for any outward troubles or trya's, to make a breach 
upon 2 Chriftians happineſs. Doubtileſs ub was as happy? 
when. he ſate upon. the Dunghil without a ragg on his back, 
ora penny. in his purſe, as he was when he fate Chief, and 
dwelt asaKing in the Army. IT God be the moſt perfeR 

Berrg, 
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Being, then to enjoy him and reſemble him, is our greatelt | 

perfection, If God be the belt of Beings, then our commus | 

mon with him, and fruition of him, muſt be our greatelt | 

glory and highefi ſclicity. Let what will befall our outward | 0-42: borwn, 
man, as long as our union and communion with God holds | i: /#ms 0040- 
d, as long as our precious and immortal ſouls are in a (afe 

and flouriſhing condition 3 as long as the Springs of Grace, | 

of holineſs, of comfort, of aſſurance, riſes in our fouls, we | 

are happy, and no outward miferics can make us miſerable. 

There 1s, (ſaith one, Bona Thbroni, and. there is Bona Scabel'i, 414i 
there is goods of the Throne,as God, Chriſt, the Spirit, Grace, 
the favour of God, pardon of fin, pcace of conſcience, &e. 
And therc is goods of the footftool, xs food, raiment, houſe, 
honors, riches, trade, credit, and all bodily conveniencics 
and accommodations. Now it was not in the power of 
the flames, to burn up the goods of the Throne; they fill 
remain (ſafe and fccure to you : all that the flames could 
reach too, was only the goods of the footſtool, the lumber 
of this world. And therefore what cauſe have you to bear 
up cheerfully, quietly, ſweetly and contentedly, under all 
your croflcs and loſſes, trials and troubles. They which adorn 
themſelves with Gold ( faith one ) qd think themſelves bettered | ,1 44145, 
thereby, are worſe than Go'd, and no Lords of it, as all fhowld be. | Gregory the 
He is poor ( faith Another ) whoſe ſoul is void of Grace, mor| Great- 
whoſe coffers are empty of money. By theſe-ſhort hints, you 
may clearly-ſce, that the people of God are never the worle, 
for. all their loflesz they are as-happy now they are houſeleſs, 
monyleſs, breadlefs, ſriendle(s, tradelef(s, as ever they were, 
when they were moſt ſurrounded with all the comforts of 
this life, Wo, wo, would be to the people of God, if their 
happineſs ſhould hang upon the comforts of this world; 
which like: a Ball arc tcoft from man to man; - a Ball of 
fire, a ſtorm at Seca, a falſe Oath,a fubtle enemy, a trezcherous 
friend, may eahily deprive a man of all his carthly bleſſings 
it a clap. Now whoſo miſcrable as that man whoſe bleſ-| 
ſedne(s lyes in carthly bleflings. Burt, 
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Ver. 3, 4« 


When God 
takes away 
Chriſtians 
eſtates in this 
| world, Manet 
altera Celo, he 
looks for a 
better in 
Heaven. 


The Fifth Support to bear up the hearts of the people 
of God under the late fiery diſpenſation, is this, viz. That 
the Lord will certainly one way or ' another make up all 
cheir loſſes to thrm. Sometimes God makes up his pcoples 
outward loſſes, by giving them more of himſelf, more of 
his Son, more of tus Spirit, more of his favour, more of his 
Grace , as he did by the Diſciples of Chriſt. When God 
cakes away your carnals, and gives you more ſpirituals ; 
your temporals, and gives you more cternals z your outward 
loſſes are made up toyou, Now this was the very cale of 
thoſe b:lieving Hebrews, who were turned out of houſe and 
home; and who were driven to. live in holes and caves,and 
dens of the earth, and who had loſt all their goods; ( not } 
havinga Bed tolyec on, or a Stool to fiton, nor a diſh to 
drink in, and who had loſt all their Apparel, not having a 
ragg to hang on their backs, and therefore cloathed them- 
ſclves in Sheep-skins and Goat-skins. ) They 200k joyfily the 
ſpoiling of their goods, knowing in themſelves, that they bad in 
Heaven @ better and an enduring ſu>ſtance, When under out- 
ward loſſes, God ſhall ſeal to his p:ople a Bill of Exchange 
of better and greater things, than any they have loſt ; their 
loſſes then are made up to them. If a man ſhould loofe fe-! 
veral baggs of Counters, and have a Bill of Exchange ſcaled 
to him for the xecciving of ſo many baggs of Gold ; would 
not his loſs be abundancly made up to him ? When God 
takes away our carthly treaſures, and ſcals up in our hearts 
a Bill of Exchange, to receive all again with intereſt upon in- 
tercft in eternal treaſures, then certainly our lofics are abun- 
dantly made up to us. If men ſhould take away your old 
cloathes, and [give you new; your Raggs, and give you 
Robes; your Chaff, and give you Wheat , your Water, and 
give you Wine; your Tinn, and give you Silver ; your 
Braſs, and give you Gold z your Pibblc, and give you Pearls, 
your Cottages, and give you Royal Palaces; certainly you 
would have no cauſc to complain z you would have no cauſe 
to cry out undone, undone. If God takes away your houles, 


your goods, your Trades, your honors, and gives you m_ 
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of himſelf, and more Grace, and more Aſſurance of Glory, he 
dos you no injury. It is an excellent change, to get cternals 
for temporals. If God takes away your earthly riches, and 
makes you more rich in Grace, in ſpiritual comforts, in holy 
experiences, indivine employments, then you are no lofers, 
but geeat gainers. What are all the neceflary comforts of 
this life, to union and communion with God, to intereſt 'in 
Chriſt, to pardon of lin, to pcace of conſcience, and 'tb that 
loving kindneſs, that is better than life, or better (Chaim ) 
than lives, as the Hebrew runs. If you put many tives; toge” 
ther, there is more excellency and glory in the lea(t diſcove-. 
ry of divine love, thanin them all. Many a man has been 
weary of his life; but never was any man yet weary of the 
love and favour of God. The leaft drop of Grace, the leaft 
ſmile from Heaven, the leaſt caſt of Chritts countenance, the 
leaſt kiſs of his mouth, the leaſt embrace of his arm, the 
leaſt hint of his favour, is more worth than ten thouſand 
|worlds. That Chriſtian cant be poor, that is'rich in Grice; 
nor that Chriſtian can't be miſcrab!e, that has God for his 
portion, - That Chriſtian can't bs unhappy, who hath a man- 
hon prepared for him' in Heaven 3 though he hath rot a 
cottage to hide his head in, in this world : nor that Chriſii> 
an has no cauſe to complain of want of fo2d for his body, 


He that hath but raggs to cover his nakednefs, if his foul be; 
cloathed with the garments of ſalvation, and covered with 
the Robe of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, he has no reaſon to com- 
plain. When S:i/po the Philoſopher, had his Wiſe, and Chil-! 
dren, and Countrey, all burnt up before him, and was asked 
by Demetrius, what lo{s he had !uftained ; anſwered, -That* be 
had loft nothing 3 for be conted that only bis own, ' which nome 
could take from bim; to wit, bis virtes. 
ture do more than Grace ? Shall the Heathen put the Chri- 
flian to a bluſh ? 

Again, Sometimes God makes up his peoples outward 
loſſes, by giving in greater outward mercies, than thoſe were 
that he took from them ; as you may ſee, by comparing'the 

2 firſt 


whoſe (foul is feafted with Manna, with the daintics of Hea-' F , 
ven, with thoſe rarities, that' are better than Ang:ls food. |/*"" +532-8?- 
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| ticft Chapter of Job, and the lat Chapter of Fob together; Fob 
Plutarch. | had all doubled co him. 1 have read of Dionzſus, how he 
took away from one of his Nobles, almoſt his whole eſtate, 
and ſceing himas cheerful and contented as ever , he gaye 
him all that he had taken from him again, and as much 
more. God many times takes away a little,that he may give 
more : and fometimes he takes away all, to ſhew his Sove- 
raignty and then he gives them all back again with inte. 
relt upon interclt, to thew his great liberality and noble 
bounty. That is a lovely loſs, that is made up with'fo great 
gain, 


Queſt. But Sir, How ſpall we know ( or probably conjequre ) whe-f 
ther in this world, God will make up our worldly loſſes to us or 
not ? If you pleaſe #0 ſpeak a little to this queſtion; it may be 
many wayer of uſe unto us. 


Now that I may give you a little light to the Q1eſtion, 
give me leave to put a few Queſtions to ſuch, who have been 
lufferexs by the late fiery diipenſation. 

I. F.xſt, Did you make conſcience of improving your eſtates 
to the glory of God, and the good of others, when you did 
enjoy them; or did you only make them ſubſcrvient to your 
Deut. 32. 15] lults? If you have laid out your eftates for God, and for his 
kt childrens good ; 'cis ten tocne, but that the Lord, evenin 

0:47 |this world, will make up your loſſes to you. But if you 

mi{-improved your eftates, and turned your mercies into 
encouragements to fin, then you have more cauſe to fear,that 
the Lord may farther blaſt you; than you have to hope, that 
God will make up your lofles to you. But, 
2, Secondly, Did you daily and fer:ouſly labour, to enjoy 
much of God in all thoſe worldly enjoyments, which for- 
merly you were bleſt withal ? If fo, *tis very probable, that 
the Lord may make up all your loſſes to you : But if you 
madca God of your worldly enjoyments; i they had more 
of your thoughts, and hearts,and time, than Sod himlelf had; 
then you have more cauſe to fear a further curſe, than to ex- 
peR a future bleſſing, Prov. 3. 33. Mol. 2.23, 3ut, 


James 4+ 3. 


Thirdly, 


_ 


| Jacob under his, was {:{s thar 14: leaſt of all mercies. And (© 


David under all Gods royal favours his heart lycs low, 
Plal. 22. 6. But Il am a worm and no» man. David in the Ara- 
bick Tongue, tignifics a Worm, to which he ſeems to allude. 
Tac word in the Hebrew for Worm, 15 Tolagnath, which hg- 
nifies fuch a very little Worm, that a man can very hardly tec 
it or peggeive it. Taough David was high in the world, yet 
he was little, yea, very hittl: in his own eyes, Was 1t com 
monly, moltly thus with you, when your comforts compil 
ſed you round bout ? It fo, then "tis very probable, that 
the Lord in this world will make up all your loſfes to you. 
But if your blood did commonly rife with your outward 
goods, and if your hearts did uſually fo {well under your 
worldly enjoyments, as to lay with Pharaoh, Who 15 the Lord 
that I ſhoxld obey bir woice * or to ſay with Nebuchadnezzar, 
Who is that God that can deliver you out of my hands ? or to 
fay with thoſe proud Atheiſts, bo is Lord over w ? or to 
ſay with thoſe proud Monſters, We are Lords, we will come #11 
more wnto thee, &c. then you have great cauſe to fear that 
God, that hath yet ſome further controvertic with you : and 
( except you repent ) will rather firip you of what you en- 
joy, than multiply further favours or bleſſings upon you. 
Buf, 

Fourthly, Since God has burnt up your worldly goods, 
have you been fervent and frequent with God, that he would 
burn up thoſe luſts, that have burntup your comforts before 
your eyes ? Have you pleaded hard with God, that a Spirit 
of buraing might reſt upon you, even that Spirit of burning 
which alone can burn up your fins, your droſs. Since London 
hath been laid in aſhes, have you made it your great butineſs, 
to treat, and trade with God, about the deftruQion of thoſe 
fins, that have laid all defolate ? If fo, then you have 

auſe to hope, that God will turn your captivity, and 
make up all your loſſes to you, Fob 42. x0. But, 

Fifthly, Since God has turned you out of all,arc you turn; 
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Thirdly, Did your hearts commonly, ordinarily, habitu- 3. 

ally, lye low under your worldly enjoyments ? Abrabam un- : 

dcr all his worldly enjoyments, was but 4ujt and afber 3, and | Gen. 15, :7 
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: [Rified, as to bring a people nearer to himfcif, then God 
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\ed nearer andcloſcr to himich ? trough you nav. been pro- 
digals, yet have you in the light ut L ndons fl mes, feen and 
[found your way to your Fathcrs houl. ? then God will make 


up all your lofſes to you. When Jadg: ments are fo fan- 


[will drop down mercies upon them , Hof. 2. 18. wt, 
But, 

$:xthly, Has the fire of Lond:n been as 2 pillar of fire, to 
lcad you Canaon- ward, Heaven-wards? Has God by burn- 
ing up the good things of this world, cauſed you tg f-t your 
hearts and atte ions more than ever upon the great things of 
another world? If , then 'c1s a hundred to ten, but that the 
Lord will make up all your loſſes to you. Bur, 

Sevcnthly, Are your hearts under this fiery diſpenſation, 
brought into ſuch a quiet ſubmiſſion to the good will and 
pleaſure of God, as that you can now be contented, to be at 
Gods finding, at Gods allowance? Can you now be content- 
ed, to be rich or poor, tohave much or little, to be high or 
low, to be ſomething or nothing, to have all again, or to 
have nothing but neceflaries again? Are you now willing, 
that God (hall chooſe for you ? Can you fit down fatisfied 
with Gods allowance, though it be tar ſhort of what once 
you:had ? Content is the Deputy of outward felicity , and 
ſ(upplics the place where its abſent. ' A contented frame of 
heart, a$to all outward occurrences, is like Ballaſt to a Ship, 
which will help it to ſail boldly and ſafely in all waters. 
When a mans mind is conformable to his means, all is well. 
One brings in God rebuking a diſcontented Chriſtian thus, 
What is thy faith * Have I promiſed thee theſe things * What 
wer's thcu made a Chriſtian, that thow ſkouldft flouriſh bere in 
this world ? *Tis an excellent expreflion, that Belarmine hath 
in his Catechiſm, S»ppoſe ( faith he ) a King having many 
children of ſeveral ager, ſhould apparel them in Cloth of Gold : 
now he that is fixteen years old bath more Gold in bis Robe, than 
the Child that is but five or fx years old; yet the child would 
rather bave bis own garment than bis elder Brothers, becauſe "tit 
fitter for bim. Surely the fitteſt eſtate, is the beſt cftate for 


= Look, as a great Shoe fits not alittle foot, nor a great 
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Sail a little Ship, nor a great Ring a little Finger : fo a great | 
eſtate is not alwayes the f:teſt for us. He tnat hath moſt, 
wants ſomething : and he that hath leaft, wants nothing. 
if he wants not a contented Spirit. O Sirs, Ict not Heathen: 
put you to a bluſh. 

He that can be content to be at Gods finding, as a Gueſt at o| rpjcr +4 
Table; that takes what is carved for bim, aud no more; b.| E:cividec.21. 
needs nit fawn np any man, much leſs violate his conſcience ſo 
the great things of the wirld, When a mans heart is brough! 
down to his condition, he is then temptation-prooft. Whet 
one told the Philoſopher, that if he would but plcalc Diony 
fins, h: need not feed upon green hearbs ; the Ph.loſopher re 
plied, If tho wer't bus content to feed upon green bearhs, thou 
needeſt not flatter Dionyſins, A man that can be contented 
with a little, will keep his ground in an hour of Temp 
tati0n, 

Diogenes the Cynick, houſed in his Tub, and making ever 
with his victuals and the day together, being invited tc 
agreat Feaſt, could lay, 7 bad rather lick, Salt at Athens, thar 
feaſt with Craterw. Divgenesr had more content with his Tub. 
to ſhelter him from the injuries of the weather, and with 
his wooden diſh, to cat and drink in, than Alexander had | 
with the conqueſt of half the world; and the fruition of all 
the hono: s, pomp), treaſures and plcalurcs of Afro. 

The way to true riches (faith Plato) is not to encreaſe onr beaps 
but to diminiſh 1be covetonſneſs of ouy bearts. 

And faith Seneca, Cui cum paupertate bene convenit, pauper non 
et. A contented man cannot be a poor man. 

I have read of another Philoſopher, who ſecing a Prince 
going by, with the greateli pomp and fate imaginable 3; he 
"7 to (ome about him, See bow many things I have no need 


And faith another, It were well for the world, if there were 
no Goldin it. But fince its the fountain whence all things 
flow ; its to be deſired, but only as a paſs, to travel to our 
journeys end without begging. | 

When Craſw King of Lydia, asked Solon ( one of the ſeven 
wile men of Greece ) who in the whole world was more 


happy 
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| happy than he ? Solon an{wered, Telws; who though be was a 
poor man, yet be was a good man, and content with that which | 
he had. 

So Cato could ſay, ( as Aulus Gelins reports of him ) 1 
have neithcr Hoſe, nor Plat, nor Garments of price, in my hands, 
what Ihave, Icanuſe : if not, I can want it, Some blame me, 
becauſe I want many things , and I blame them, becauſe they can- 
not want, Now thall Nature do more than Grace ? Shall! 
the poor blinded Heathen, outfirip the knowing Chriltan ?} 
O S1rs, he that can loſe his will in the will of God, as to the 
things of- this world ; he that 1s willing to be at Gods allow. 
ance; he that has had much, but can now be fatisfied with 
a little; he that can be contented to be at Gods hinding z he 
is of all men che mot likely man to have all his loſſes made 
ap to him. Bur, 

8, Eighthly and laſtly, Are your hearts more drawn out, to 
have this fiery diſpenſation ſanQified to you, than to have 
your loſſes made up toyou ? Do you firive more with God, 
to get good by this dreadful Judgement 3 than to recover 
your loft goods, and your loſt cftates ? Is this the daily lan- 
guage of your fouls, Lord let this fiery calamity be fo 
(anGified , as that it may eminently 1fſue in the mor: 
tifying of our fins , in the encreaſe of our Graces, in 
the mending of our hearts, in the reforming of our lives, 
and in the weaning of our fouls from every thing be- 
l»w thee; and in the fixing of them upon the grea' 
things of Eternity ? If jt be thus with you, *cis ten to one 
but God even this world, will make up your lofſes to you. 
But, 


6 The ſixth Support to bear up the hearts of the people of 
God, under the late fiery di'pcnfatior, is this, vis. That by 
fiery diſpenſatiors, the Lord will make way for the new 
Heavens and the new Earth': he will make way for the 
glorious deliverance of his people, Iſa. 66. 15. 16. 22. For 
Iſ-.9.5,6. |[bebold, the Lord will come with fire, and with- bis Chariots like 
P lalm 66, 12+ |, whirle-wind, to render bis anger with fury, ond bis rebuke 
with flames of fire. For by fire, and by his ſword; ( orby his 


(word 
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ſword of fire ) will the L-rd plead with all fleſh, and the ſluin of 
the Lord ſhall be many, For as the new heavens, and the new 
earth which I will make, ſhall remain before me, ſaith the Lord, 
ſo ſhal your ſeed and your name remain, The great and the 
glorious things that God will do for his pcople in the lift 
dayes, arc (ct forth by new heavens and new earth; and 
theſe God will bring in by fi: ry diipenſations. The glori 
ous ditate of the univerſal Church of ] ws and Geniiles on 


ancwearth. Now this blefſed Church- Stare is uſher: d into 
the world by ficry Judgements. By fiery diſpenlations Gud 
will put an end to the glory of this old world, and bring in 
the new. Look as God by a wa'cry D:luge made way for 
one new world, {o by a fiery D-luge, in the laft of the lali 
dayes, he will make way tor another new world, whercin 
ſhall dwel righteouſnfl, as Peter (peaks. All men 1n common 
ſpecch, cail a new great change, a new world, By ficry d1- 
(penlations God will bring great changes upon the world, 
and make way for his Sons reign, ina more glocious man- 
ner than ever he has yet reigned in the world. Kev. 18 
Chap. 19. Chop. 20. and Chap. 21. The ſumm of that I hav. 
in ſhort co offer to your conſideration out of thefe Chapters 
is this. Babylon the great is falen, is fallen. How much ſh: 
bath glorified her ſelf, ſo much ſorrow and torment ſhall b: given 
ber. Her plagues come in one day, de:xth and mourning and fa- 
mine, and ſhe fhall be utterly burnt with fire. Rejoyce over her 
thox heaven , and ye holy Apeſtles and Prophets, for God hath 
avenged you on ber. And after theſe things, I heard a great voice of 
much people, &c. Saying, Ale!iniab, ſalvation, and glory, and 
bonowr, and p:wer unto the Lord our God ;, for tru? and righte= 
0s are thy judgements, for be bath judged the great Whore that 
bath corrupted the earth, and hath avenged the blood of bis 
Saints. And again they ſaid Alleluiah, And the f1wr and twen- 
ty Elders ſaid Amen, Alleluiah. And I beard as it rerre the 
voyee of a great multitude, and as the voyce of many waters, and as 
the voyce of mighty thunderings, ſaying, Allelaiah ; for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth. And the Baſt and the falſe Prophet 
* [were caſt into the lake of fire: And the reſt were ſlain with the 
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ſword. But the Saints reigned with Chrift a thouſand years, in the 
new Heavens, and new Earth, to whom the Kings of the earth, 
and Nations of the world bring their honour. God by his fiery 
diſpenſation upon Babylon, makes way for Chriſts Reign, 
and the Sain's Reign in the New Heavens and new Earth. 
But, 


The ſeventh Support to bear up the hearts of the people 
of God under the late fiery diſpenſation 1s this, viz, That by 
fiery diſpenſations God will bring about the ruine and de- 
ſtruction of his and his peoples enemics. Pal. 97. 3. A fire 
goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about. Hab, 
3. 5. Brfore him went the Peſtilence, and burning coals went forth 
at his feet, Ver. 7. 1 ſaw the tents of Cuſhan in offlidion : and 
the curtains of the Land of Midian did tremble.. Ver. 12. Thox 
didjt march through the Land in indignation, thou did(t threſh 
the Heathen in anger. Ver. 13. Thou wenteſt forth for the ſalva- 
tion of thy people ; even for ſalvation with thine anointed, thou 
woundeſt the head out of the houſe of the wicked , by diſcovering 
the foundation even t0 the neck. Sclab. Jer. 50. 31, 32. Behold, 
I am againſt thee, O thou moſt proud, ſaith the Lord God of 
Hoſts : for thy day is come, the time that I will viſit thee. And 
the moſt proud ſhall finmble and fall; and none fgall raiſe bim 
up : and will kindle a fire in bis Cities , and it ſhall devour all 
round about him. There is nothing more fearfull or formi- 
dable, either to man or beaſt, than tire : and therefore by fie- 
ry diſpenſations God will take vengeance on the wicked. 
This will be the more evident, if you pleaſe but to conſider, 
to what the wicked are compared in Scripture. 

Firft, They are compared to ſtubble and chaffe which the 
fire doth eaſily conſume, Iſa. 5.24. Therefore as the fire de- 
voureth the ſtubble, and the flame conſumeth the chaff: ſo their 
root ſhall be as rottenneſs, and their bleſſom ſhall go mp as duſt. 
Nah. 1.10. For while they be folden t*gether as thorns , and 
while they are drunken as drunkards, they ſhall be devoured as 
ftubble fully dry. Mark that word fully dry, and fo as it were 
prepared and fitted for the flames. 

Secondly, The wicked arc compared to thorns; and _ 
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eafily doth the flaming fire conſume them ? Ia. 27. 4. Fury] 
is mt in me: Who would ſet the bryars and thorns againſt me in 
Battel? I wou'ld go through them, 7 would burn them together. 
Ia. 33-12. And the people ſhall be as the hurnings of lime ;, as 
thorns cut np ſhall they be burnt in the fire, Mark, "tis not (aid 
as thorns ſtanding and rooted in the carth , and growing 
with their moifture about them ; but ss thorns cut up, as 
4" dry thorns which are eali'y kindl.d and conſum- 
ed, &c. 

Thirdly, The wicked arc compared to the melting of 
wax before the fire, and to th. paſſing away of ſinoak before 
the wind, Miczb x. 4. P{:l. 8. 2: 

Fourthly and laftly. The ſudden and certain ruine of the 
wicked, is fer fort! by the melting of the fat of Lambs be 
fore the fire, Pal. 37. 20. But the wicked ſhall periſh, and the 
enemies of the L1rd fhuli be ar the fat of Lambs C which of all 
fat is th: mok eaficft melted before the fire, J they ſhall conſume , 
into ſmoak, ſhall they c:nſurne away. The fat of Lambs mn th: 
Sacrifices was wholly ty be burnt and confumed : Thus you 
ſee by the ſeveral things to which wicked men are compared, 
that God by fhery calimities will-bring ruine and d:ft:+1ti- 
on upon his and his peoples encmies. Such as have burat 
the pzople of God out of houſe an! home, may in this 
world have burning for burning. God loves to retaliatc 
upon his peoples enemies. S ich as have clapt their hinds 
at the fight of Lindons flam:s, may one day lay their hands 
upon their loins, waen they (hall find Divine Juftice appear- 
ing in flames of fire againſt nem. Bur, | 


+ The eighth ſupport to b-ar up the hearts of the people 
of God urd-r the late fiery dilp-nſation is this: viz, That 
all ſhall end wcll, all ſhall work for good. God by this ticry 
diſpenſation, will do his people a great deal of good. God 
calt 7x*42b into an Iron furnace, into a hery. furnace, but it 
was for their good , Jer. 24.5. Like theſe good figr, ſo will ] 
athnowledge them 1bat are carried away captive of Judah, whom 
I bave ſent rut of #bis place, into the Land of the Chaldeans for 


their good. Pſalm 119.71. It is good for me, that I have been 
Ll 2 aflided, 


Ley. 3.15,16, 
17, 


Judg. 1. 6, 9+ 
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Iſa 1+ 25. 
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Deur. 8. 2. 16. 
Pſal, 66. 12. 
[Compare che 
firſt and laſt 
Chapter of 


7ob rogether, 


Gen. 42.36. 


| aAified, Though affiiRions are n:turally evil, yet they are 


morally good z for by the wile, ſanct.fying, over ruling Pro- 
vidence of God, they (hall either cure the Satnts of their ſpi- 
ritual evils, or preſerve them from fpiritual evils, 
Though the Elements are of contrary qualities, yet Divine 
Power and Wiſdom hath fo tempered them, that they all 
work in an harmonious manner, for the good of the Uni- 
verſe. So though fore affl;ctions, though hery tryals ſcem 
to work quitecrols and contrary to the Saints Prayers and 
defires, yet they ſhall be ſo ordered and tempered by asKkilful 
and omnipotent hand, as that they ſhall all iflue in the 
Saints good. At the long-run by all ſorts of fiery tryals, the 
Saints ſhall have their fins more weakned, their Graces more 
improved, and their experiences more multiplied, their evi- 
dences for Heaven more clearcd , their communion with 
God more raifſcd, and their hearts and lives more amend- 
:d, God by hiery tryals will keep off from higpeople more 
'ryals; God loves by the Croſs to ſecure his people from 
the curſe : and certainly *tis no bad exchange, to have a 
:rols inſtead of a curſe. God lead the Iſraelites about and 
about in the Wilderneſs forty years together, but it was to 
humble them, and prove them, and do them good 1a their 
latter end. God lead them through tire and water, that is, 
'hrough variety of ſore and ſharp affliions, but all was in 
order to his bringing them forth into a wealthy place. 
God ftript Fob to his Shift, but it was in order to his clothe- 
ing of him in Scarlet : he brought him low, but it was in or- 
der to his raifing him -higher than ever ; he fer him upon a 
Danghil, that he might the better fit him to fit upon a 
Throne, Foſepb is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take 
Benjamin away : all theſe things are againſt me, faith old. Facob; 
but yet as old as he was, he lived to ſee all working for his 
g02d, before he went to his long home. Under all fiery di- 
(penfations,God will make good that Golden Promilc, Kom. 
8. 28. And we know that all things work together for good, t0 


them that love God, Mark, the Apotilc doth not ſay, we ſup- 
poſe,or we hope,or we conjeQtutr,but we know. I know,and 


you know, and all the Saints know. by daily nperionce, (20 
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all their (uff:rings and affiiRions work together for thcir 
good ; the Apolile doth not fay de futuro, they (hall work, 
but de preſents, they do work. All ſccond caules work toge- 
ther with the tirlt cauſe for their good who loves God, and 
who are called according to his purpoſe. The Greek word 
Tawigy® , work together, is a Phylical expreſſion, Look as (e- 
veral poiſonful ingredients put tog :ther, being well temper- 
ed and mixcd by the $skill and care cf the prudent Apothe- 
cary, makes a Soveraign Medicine, and work together for 
the good of the Paticnt. Soall the affl:Qtions and (ſufferings 
that befall the Saints, they ſhall be ſo wilcly, fo divi..cly tem- 
pered, ordered and (anRiticd by a hand of Heaven, as that 
they ſhall really, -and (ignally work for their good. Thoſe 
dreadful Providenccs which ſeem to be moſt prejudicial to 
us, ſhall in the iſſue prove moſt beneficial to us. Look as 
[veſſels of Gold are made by fire, fo by fiery difpen- 
lations, God will make his people Veſſels of Gold, 
veſſels of Honour. Commonly the moſt aflited Chri- 
ſhans, are the moſt golden Chrittians, Z:chary 13. 9 
And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine 
them as ſilver is refined , and will trythem as gold is tried : they 
hall call on my name, and I will bear them: ] willſay it is my 
people, and they ſhall ſay, the Lord is my God. The tire of Lon- 
don was rather Phytick, than Poiſon; there was more of a 
Paternal chaſtiſement, than there was of an <xtirpating ven- 
geance in it; and therefore certainly it ſhall work well, it 
(hall ilue well. 


The ninth Support to bear up the hearts of the people of 
God under the late fiery diſpenſation, is this, viz. That there 
was a great mixture of mercy in that dreadful Judgement of 
hire that has turned London into a ruinous heap. At the ti- 
nal deltruQtion of Feruſalem there was not one ſtone left up- 
on another. This might have been thy caſe O London; had 
not mercy triumphed over Juſtice, and. over all the plots 
and deligns of men... Though many thoufand houſes arc 
defiroyed, yet to the praiſe of free grace, many thouſand 
houſes in the City and Subuzbs have been preſerved- from 
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the rage and violerce of the flames. What a mercy w-:s that, 

Gen, 19. that Zoar ſhould be ftanding, when Sodom was laid 1n aſh:s? 
And what a mercy was this, that your houfcs ſhould be 

ltanding, when {o many thouſand houſes have been laid de 

folate? I; more than a third partof the Ciry deltroyed by 

fire? Why the whole City might have bcen dettroyed by 
tire, and all the Suburbs round about 1t. But im the mudli of 
| wrath, God has remembred mercy : 1s the midt of great fe- 
verity God has cxctciled greatclemency. Had the fire come 
[on with chat rage, fury and triumph, as to. have Jaid both 
'City and Suburbs level 3 we mult have fard with the Church, 
Lam, 1. 18. |The Lord is righteour. Had the three Caildren their Songs 
in the rmidit of the fiery Furnace ? and why ſhould not they 
have their Songs of praiſe, whoſ: houlcs by a miraculous 
Providerxe were preſerved 1n the mit of Londons flames 
O Sirs, what a mixture of mercy was there in this fiery ca- 
lamity that all your lives ſhould be iparcd, and that many 
of your houſes ſhoul4 be preferved, and that much of your 
goods, your wares, your commodztics, thou'd be fnatcht as ſo 
many fire-brands out of the tire. If ever there were an ob- 
ligation put upon a people, to cry Grace, Grace, Grace, the 
Lord has put one upon you, wito have b-cn fharers tn that 
mixture of mercy, that (30d has extended tothe many thou- 
land ſufferers by L»ndons flames. Had this ]:dgement of 
hre been inflicted, when true raging Fettilence {w.pt away 
{one thouſands every Week, and when the City -was even 
leftnaked as to her irhaditants, and wh-n the whole Nats 
on was under a dreadful fcar, ircnibling and d:{mayednels of 
{pirit, might there a0: have been tar greatcr d-tilations bot? 
»f houfes, goods and lives,in the rr:1dft of us ? Hai God cor 
ccnded with London by Petnlcnce and fire af once, who would 
1zve lodged your perſons in their beds, or your goods mm 
heir Barns? Had theſe two dreadful-Judgements met, Lm 
doners would have mct with but few friends in the world. 
Well, when I look upon Londons fins and deſerts on the 
on: hand, and upon the principles, old hatred, plots, dehgns, 
rage and wrath. of ſome malicious perſons , 'on the other 
hand, inftead of wondering, that fo much of the wo - 
Suburbs 
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in the City or Suburbs is preſerved. Whil(t Z1ndon was in 
4zmes, and all mn under a high diſtraftion , and all things 


my m'ght have riſen up in the midit of you, that might 
have (porled your goods, raviſh:d your wives, defloured 
your daughtcrs z and afcer all this have ſheathed their {words 
in all your bowels: and in that it fell not out thug, what 
cauſe have Londoners to bow for ever before preventing and 
reſtraining Grace. Since the creation of the world, God 
has never been fo fevere in the execution of his molt dread- 
ful Judgements, as not to remember mercy in the midſt of 
wrath. When he drowned the old world ( who before 
were drowned in luſts and pleaſures ) heextended mercy to 
Noah and his family. When he rained H:1! out of Heaven 
upon Sodom and Gomerrab, turning thoſe rich and pleaſant 
Cities into ruinous heaps, he gave Love and his Daughters 
their lives for a prey. And when by fire and (word, he had 
made Feruſalem 2 dreadful fpcRacle of his wrath and venge- 
ance, yet then a remnant did eſcape. This truth we Cii1- 
zens have experienced, or elſe we and our all, before this 
day had been deftroyed. Every Citizen ſhould have this 
Motto written in charaQters of Gold on his fore- head, It is of 
the Lords mercies that we are nit conſumed, God might have 
made London like Sodom and Gomorrah; but in the day of his 
anger ſome beams of his favour darted forth upon your 
London, By which means, the hopes of ſome are to far re- 
vived, as to expe, that London yet may be re- built and bleſt 
Thats a dreadful word, 1/hen he begins be will make an end: 
and the fire of bis wrath ſhall burn, and none fhall quench it : 
Thele eradicating Judgements had certainly fallen upon Lon- 
dm, had not the Lord in the midit of his fury remembred 
mercy, If the Lord had not been on our fide may Lindon now 
fay, if the Lord had not been on our fide when the fire roſe 
up againſt us, then the fire had (ſwallowed us up quick, 
when its rage was kindled againſt us. 
= mingled a cup of wrath with more mexcy than 
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Suburbs is deftroyed 3 I rather wonder, that any one houſe | 


in a ſad contulion, a [ccret, ſubtle, deligning, powerful ene- |, 
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I. 
They finned 
aga n} the 
lighr ard 
courſe of na- 
ture ; and 
the. efore they 
were deſtroycd 
againſt the 
courſe of na- 
ture, by fire 
from Hceavcn, 


T:0ugh the fire of London was a very- great and dread- 
ful tire, yet it was not fo great, nor fo dreadful a fire, as that 
of $d1m and Gomyrr4b was: for that fire of Sodsm and Gy- 
m/rrab, 

Furl, Ie was a miraculous firez 2 fire that was beſiles, be- 
yond and againit the courſe of Nature, Gen. 19. 24. Then 
the Lord rained upom Sodom and Gomorrah brimſtone, and fire 
fr.-m the Lord out of Heaven. Fire mingled with brimfione 
hath b-en found, 1. Mlt- obnoxious to the eycs, 2. Moſt 
loathſome to the (mell. And 3. Moſt fierce in burmiag He 
hit the mark, who {peaking of tire and brimitone, t.1d Fa- 
illime incenditur, pertinaciſſime fervet, &c. D ffirillime extin= 
guitar, It is eaſily kind'ed, violently fucil.d, and bard'ly extin- 
zuiſh d. Brimftone and all that vaſt quantity of (ulphureous 
hery matter, by which thoſe rich and pop-«.lous C1'1es were 
'urned into ruinous heaps, were never produced by natu» 
c-] cauſes, nor after a natural manner, ( no culina:y fire be- 
ing fo ſpeedy in its confumptions ) but+ immediately by 
Gods own miraculous power and allmighty arm. But the 
fhre that has laid London in aſhes, was no fuch miraculous or! 
extraordinary fire, but ſuch a fire which Divine Providence 
permitted, and ſuffered to be kindl:d and carried on, by ſuch 
means, inſtruments, and concurring circumliances, as hath 
buricd our glory urder heaps of aſhes. But, 

Secondly, The fire that fell upon Sodom ir d Gomvrrab, 
confumed not only the greater part of thuſc Cities, but the 
whole Citics : yea, and not ovly Sodom and Gomorrah, but all 
the Cities of the Plain ( except Zoar which was to be a Sin 
Quary to Lo# ) but the fire of London hos not deſtroy. d the 
whole City of L»7don. Many hundred ( may I no: (ay thou- 
(ands ) houſes are yet ſtanding, as monumenrs ot Divine 
Power, Wiſdom and goodnels : and the greateſt part of the 
Suburbs are yet preſerved ; and all the reft of che Cities of 
England are yet compaſſed about with loving kindncls and 
mercy-z and 1 hape will be reſerved ( by a gracious P:ovr 
dence ) as ſhelters, as SanQtuaries, and as hiding places to 
poor Englands diſtrefſcd inhabitants, But, 


Wes The fire that fell upon Sodom and Gomorrob did 
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ſame not only places, but perſons; not only houſes, but inha- 
bitants ; but in the midſt of Loudons flames, God was a 
wall of fire about the Citizens, in that day of his fiery indig- 
nation,he was very tender of the lives of his people. Though 
the Lumber was burnt, yet God touk care of his Treaſure, 
of tus Jewels, to wit, the lives of his people. But having 
ſpoken before more largely of this particular z let this touch 
now ſuthce. 

Fourthly, Sodom and Gomorrah were defiroyed by hre (ud 
denly and uncxpeRedly;, they were deltroyed by fire in a 
moment, Lam. 4. 6. For the paniſhment of the iniquity of the 
daughtcr of my pe-ple, is greater than the puniſhment of the ſin 
of Sodom, that was overthrown at in & moment, and no band; 
ffajed on ber. Sodom and Gomorrah fuftained no long liege 
from forreign forces, neither were they kept long in ſorrows 
and ſufferings, in pains and milery,but they were quickly and 
ſuddenly, and infiant]y diſpatched out of this world into ano- 
ther world. Men had no hand in the dcfiroying of Sodom, 
no mortal inftrument did co-operate in that work. God 
by his own immediate power, overthrew them in a mo- 
ment. Sodom was very (trangely, ſuddenly, and unexpeRed- 
ly, turned uphide down, as in a moment, by Gods own hand, 
without the help of armed Souldicrs; Whereas the Chalde- 
ans Armies continued for a long time in the Land of F«dah, 
and in Ferwſalcm, vexing and | laguing the poor people of 
God. + Now in this reſpeR, the puniſhment of the Jews, 
was agreater puniſhment, than the puniſhment of Sodom, 
that was overthrown as in a moment. Bur that fire that 
has turned Londox into a heap of aſhes, was ſuch a fire, that 
was Carried on gradually, and that lattcd four dayes.. God 
giving the Citizens time to mourn over their fins, to repent 
'[to lay hold on everlaſting firength, and to make peace with, 
God. Bur, | 

Fiſthly and laſtly, Sodoms and Gomorrabs Judgement, is! 
termed Eternal fire; which expreſſion, as it refers to th | 
places themſelves, do import, that they were irrecovcrabl 
deliroyed by fire ; (o as that they (hall lye eternally waſte. 
Thoſe .montirous finners of Sodom, had-turned the glory of: 
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]that fiery diſpenſation, that has paſt upon London, And 


God into ſhame; and therefore God will turn them both into 
a Hell here, and « Hell hercafter. God will puniſh unyſu- 
al figners with unuſual Judgements. The puniſhment by 
this fire is laſliog, yea, everlalting: "tis a ſtanding monu- 
ment of Gods high diſpleaſure, We never rcad, that ever 
God repented himfclf of the overthrow of Sodom and Go- 
morrah; thoſe Cities arc under a perpetual deſtiuQion ; and 
ſo ſhall continue to the end of the world, it we will give 
credit to Authors cf great credit and. reputation. It well 
becomes the wiſeſt and beſt of Chriſtians, (criouſly to con- 
lider, how God fetteth forth the defirution of his Chutches 
enemies, Ia. 34.8, 9,10, 11. For it is the day of the Lord; 
Vengeance, and the year. of recompences 3 for 1he contraverfie of 
Zion, And the ſtreams thereof ſhall be turned into Pitch, and 
the duſt thereof into Brimftone ; and the Land thereof ſhall become 
turning Pitch. It ſhall not be quenched night nor day : the ſmoke 
tbererf ſhall go wp for ever : from generation to generation it ſhall 
he waſte, none ſhall paſs thromgh it for ever and ever. But the 
Cormorant and the Bittern ſhall 'p.ſſiit; the Owle alſo and' the 
Raven fhall dwell in it; and be ſhall ftiretch out wpon it the line| 
of confuſion, and the ftones of emptin. ſl, In theſe words, you 
have a rhetorical deſcription, of that extream devaltation 
that God will bring vpon the enemies of the Church, in 
way of allufion to the deftruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
But I hope L1ndons doom is not ſuch; for God has given to 
thouſands of her inhabitants a Spirit of Grace and Supplica- 
tion : whichis a clear evidence, that at the long run, they 
ſhall certainly carry the day with God. I have faith enough 
to believe, that God will give Londons mourners, beauty for 
aſhes, the ole of joy for mourning , and 1be garment of praiſe, 
for the ſpirit of beavineſs. And that London may. yet be called 
a City of righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, that he may be 
glorified. I hope that God will one day ſay to: London, 
Ariſe, ſhine, for the light is come, and the glry of the Lord is 
riſen wpon thee, the Lord ſhall ariſe up»n thee, and bis glory 
ſhall: be ſeen wþon thee. By what has been (aid, 'cis evident 
enough, that there has been a great mixture of mercy- in 


4 


there- 


— w — _— wt yu = —_—_— 


the late fiery Diſpenſ, ation. 


therefore why ſhould not this conlideration bear up the 
hearts of the people of God, from fainting and finking under 
their preſeat calamity and milery. Bat, | 


The tenth Support to bear up the hearts of the people of 
God, under the late fiery diſpenſation, is this, vizz Tnat 
there are worle Judgements, than the Judgement uf fire, 
which God might, but has not inflitcd upon you, Let 
me evidence the truth of this in theſe five particulars. 

Firlt, The bloody Sword is a more dreadful Judg-ment, 
than that of fire, Fire may conſume a mans houſe, and his 
eliatez but the Sword cuts off a mans life. Now at what 
a poor rate, do men value the whole world, when ut fiands 
in competition with their lives. He very well knew, that 
man was a very great life lover, who faid, Skin for tkin( or 
Skin upon $kin ) ard all that a man hath, will be give for 
bis life. God might have brought upon England, I, and upon 
London t00,thes-Sword of a forrcign enemy, as he did upon Fe- 
ruſalem and the Land of Jdea.In that one only City of Feruſa- 
lem, during the tume or che tiege by Veſpaſians Armies, which 
were made up of Romans, Syrians and Arabians, there died 
and were killed, a chouland thouſand. Art this time there 
were ſlain inall «ea, in ſeveral places, to the number of 
twelve hundred and forty thouſand Jews, The whole City 
of Jeruſalem lowed with blood, inlomuch that many parts 
of the City that were fet on tire, were quenched by the 
blood of them that were ſlain. In ſeventeen years time the 
Carthaginian War only in Italy, Spain and Sicily, conſumed 
and waſted, fiſteen hundred thouſand men. The Civil Wars 
betfcen Pompey and Ceſar, ſwallowed down three hundred 
thouſand men, Caiws Ceſar did confels it, and gloried in it, 
that eleven hundred ninety and two thouſand men were 
killed by him in Wars. Pompey the great writ upon Miner- 
va's Temple, that he had fcattered, chaſed and killed twenty 
hundred eighty and three thouſand m:n. ©. Fabins killed 
an hundred and ten thouſand of the Gawls. C. Marius put 
to the ſword two hundred thouſand of the Cimbrians. Ae- 
11u4 in that memorable battle of Catalonia, flew an hundred 
i M m 2 . tiery 
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{that have been! *T1is beiter to ſee our houſes on fire, then 


than that. of fire. 


—— 


lix'y and two thouſand Hunner, Who can numb:r up the 
many thouſands, that have fallen by the bloo1y (word in 
Exrope, from the year 1620 to this year 1667. Ah London, 
L:ndm, thy Strcets might have flowed with the blood of 
the {lam as once the Strcets of Feruſilem, Paris, and others 
have done, Whillt the fire wes a devouring thy ltatcly 
houſes and Palaces, a Forrcign Sword might have bcen a de- 
(troying thine inhabitants. Whilft the furious flames were 
a conſuming thy goods, thy wares, thy ſubſtance, thy riches, 
a Cloſe and fccret enemy, fpirited, counſclled, and animated 
from Rome and H. 11, might have rifcn up in the midſt of the'z 
that might have mingled together the blood of Husbands 
and Wives, and the blood of Parents and Children , and the 
blood of Maſtcrs and Servants, and the blood of rich and 
poor, and the blood -of the honourable with the blood of 
the vile, Now had this been thy doom, O London ( which 
many fearcd,and others expected )what a dreadful day would 


to (ce our Streets running down with the blood of the 
(lz4in. But, 

Secondly, God might have ir flited the Judgement of fa- 
mine upon London; which is a more dreadful Judgement, 
How {ad wouli that day have bren, O 
London, if thou hadſt been fo forcly put to it, as to have taken 
up that (fad lamentation of weeping Feremiah, Mine eyes do 
fail with tears ; my bowels are troul led, my liver is poured upon 
the earth, for the dejtrmGion of the daughter of my people £ becauſe 
the children and the ſucklings ſwoon in the ftreets, They ſay to 
their Mothers, where is corn and wine , when they ſwooned at the 
wornded in the ſtreets of the City. When their ſoul was poured 
into their Mothers boſom. Ariſe, cry out in the night: in t6e 
beginning of the watches pour out thine beart like water before the 
face of the Lord : lift up thy bands towards him, for the life of 
thy young children , that faint for hunger, in the top of ever 
ſtreet. Sball the woman eat her fruit, and children of a ſpan 
lng. The tongue of the ſuckling child cleaveth to the roof of 
his mouth for thirſt : the young children a5k, bread, and no man 


breakgth it unto them. They that did feed delicately, are deſolate 
in 
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wo 


£1 the late fiery Diſpenſation. 93 


— — 


in the ftrects ; they that were brought up in tharlet enibrace dung- 
bils. Her Nazarites were purer than ſnow, they were whiter 
than milk,, th:y w+re more ruddy in the body than rubies : thcir | 
poliſhing was of Sajh'r, Their viſage is blackgr than a coal : Verſe 8, 
they are not known in the ſtreets , their Jin cleaveth to their 
bones : it s withered, it is become like 4a (tick, They that be 
ain with the ſword , are better than they that be ſlain with| V-1l 9. 

| bunger : for th ſe pine away, ſtricken through for want of the' 

fruits of the field. The bands «f the pitiſul women have ſoddcn | Verſe 10, 
thur own children, they were thiir meat in the deftiruttion of 

the daughter of my peop'e. We have dranken our water for mo- | Chap. gs 4 
ny, our 004 is ſold unto ws, We bave given the hand to the| Veric 6. 
Egyptians and Aflyrians to be ſatisfied with bread, We gu, _ 

our bread with the peril of our lives, becauſe of the ſword of the | OOO 
Wilderneſs. Our skin was blick like an Oven, becauſe of the ter- | Verſe 10. 
rible famin?. So great was the famine in Feruſo/em, thit a|1'9.5.c 16, 
Buſhel of Wheat was (old for a talent, which is fix hundred | © 8% J444- 
Crowns, and the dung and raking of the Ciry Sinks was | 

held good commons ; and ſuch pinching neceſſities were 
they under, that they ated againſt all picty, honeſty, huma- | 
nity, ©*c. Women did cat their children of a (pan long : yea, 
the hands of pittiful women did boyl their own children | 
and men eat one other : yea, many did eat the flcſh of ther | 
own arms, according to what the Lord had long before 
threatned, Ifa, 9. 19, 20. Throwgh the wrath of the Lord of 
Hoſts, is the Land darkned : and the periple ſhall be 2s the fuel of 
the fire ; no man (hall ſpare his brother. And he ſhall ſnatch on 
the right hand, and be hungry and he ſpall eat ou the left hand, 
'and they ſhall not be ſatisfied : they ſhall eat every man the fleſh off 
bis own arm. Inthe Reign of Wiliam the firſt, there was 105. net aud ny 
great a D.ar h and famine, eſpecially in Northumberland, that |4:'5 Chroro- 
men were glad to, eat Horſes, Dogs, Cats and Rats , and|<!e-p. 26. 
what elſe 1s molt abhorrent to nature. In Honrins's 
Reign, there was ſuch a ſcarcity of all manner of proviſion in 
Rome, that men were even afraid of one another; and the 
common voice that was heard in the Kirk, was, Poxe pretium 
bumare carni : Set a price on mans fleſh, In Italy when it was 
waſtcd by the Goths, under F»ftinian, the famine was fo 
| Mm 3 — 
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great, that in Picene only, fifty thouſand perſons died with 
nunger: and not only mans fleſh was made meat of, but the 
very eXcrements of men alſo. In the Reign of Habid King 
of Spain, there was norain for fix and twenty years together, 
{o that the drought was ſo great, that all the Fountains and 
Rivers, except Iber and B14 were ericd up 3; fo that the earth 
gaped in ſeveral places, that whole fields were parted; and 
that many who had tho»ght to have fled into other parts, 
were hindered, and could no* get paſſage over theſe fcarful 
openings of the carth, Hereby Spain, cipecially thoſe places 
neareſt theMed:terranean Sea, bcing (irippcd raked of all Herbs 
-nd the glory of Trees beirg diy:d up ( ex epta few Tices 
which were preſcrved upon the barks of the River Betz ) 
men ard Bcafis being conſurned with thirtt ard famihe, was 
'urced by this ]: dgement, into a mil. rable ſolitude and 
Wilderncts. The Royal line of the Kings, was by this means 
extin4 : and the poorer fort of men, whoſe mear.s were 
thort, and provifiun ſmall, went into other places, as they 
could conveniently, and with all (p:ed, not being able to 
ard or ſtay out this lix and twenty years miſery. 'In the 
Pel: ponnfian War, at Potid:a, men eat one another. When 
Utica was behicged by Amilcar the Father of Hinnibal, men 
.at one another, the famine was ſo great amongſt them. At 
Antioch in Syria, mary of the Chriſtians ( in the Holy War ) 
through famine, devuured the dead bodies of the late (lain 
eremus, At the licge of Scodra, Horſts were dainty meat; 
yea, th.y were glad to eat Doge, Cats, Rats, and tr» skins 
of beaſts ſod. A little Mouſe, and Puddings made of Dogs 
gu's, was fold at fo great a price, as exceeds all credit. When 
FHemnibal b:ficged Caſilinum, the famine was fo great, that 
a Mouſe was fold for two hundred grozts, that is, for three 
pound eighteen ſhill:ngs and eight pence, That was 3 
fore famine in Sararia, when an Aﬀes head was (old for 


pound ; Others (ay ten; for a ſhekel of filver was with 
the Jews, as much as two ſhillings ſix pence with us : by 
chis account, an Aſſ.s head was ſold for ten pound ſtcrling, 


cighty pieces of ſilver; thatis, ſay ſome, for four or tive] 


| 


[ 


la Edward the Seconds time, Anno 1316. There was io 
great 
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great a famine, that horfes, dogs, yea,mecn and children were 
ttola for food , and the Thieves newly brought into the 


ſuch as had been longer there. In War, Oppreſlion, Czp-i 
vity, and many Other calamities, much of the hand of man 
[4s to be ſeen, but Famine 1s a deep, evident and apperzn: 
Judgement, which God himſclf brings upon the ſons uf 
men, by his own high hand. Many, or moſt of thoſe ca- 
tamitics that are brought upon us by kumane means, are 
avoidable by humane helps : but famine 1s that compre- 
henfive Judg: ment, that the higheſt power on carth cannot 
help agar, Ifthe L3rd do nt help thee, whence ſhal I belp thee ? 
ont of the barn fl or, or out of the I/ine-preſi ? ſaid the King of 
Ia:l in the tamine of Samaria. Ah Lindon, London, it the 
Lord had infliQed upon thy inhabitan's this (ore Judgement 
of famine, making the Heavens as Iron, and the E wth as Braſs. 
If the Lord had cur off all chy delightful and neceffiry pro- 
| viſions, and thy- Cit:zcns had been forced to eat one anotker, 
or every one tocaf the fi:z(ſhof his own arms, and the fruit 
of his own tody ; how diſmal would thy condition have 
been, Certainly fuch as have been (wept away by the raging 
Peftilence aſhore, and ſuch as have been flain by the bloody 
(word at Sea, might very well be counted happy in compa- 
rifon of thoſe who ſhould live and die under that lingering 
Judgement of a famine. Doubtlels famine is a ſorer ]Judge- 
ment, than cither Sword, Fire, or Pcftilence. There be 
many deaths im a Dearth. Famine is the t0Þ of 'all humane 
calamities : as Biſiltermeth it; cxtream hunger hath made 
Mothers Murtherers , and fo turned the SanQuary of lilc 
into the Shamb'es of death, 

Tairdly, God might have overturned London and her in- 
habitants 1n a moment by ſome great and dreacful Earth: 


pulous Cities and Towns in former times. Under Tiberins 
the Emperour, thirteen Citics of Aſia feil down with an 
Earth-quake ; and fix under Trajan; and twelve under Con- 
ftamine. In Campania, Ferraria in Italy 1569. 1n the ſpace of 
forty hours, by reaſon of an Earthquake , many Palaces, 


Cm 


] Gaols, were torn in pieces, and caten preſently, half alive by |*: 


quake, as he hath done ſeveral great, rich, ſtrong and po- 
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1Loradin, ana other Cities of the Saracens, ether perith:d ut- 


T<niples and houſes were overthiown, with the lofs of ma- 
ny a man, the lols amounting to forty hundrcd thouland 
pounds. In the year 1171. there wasfuch a mighty Earth- 
quake, that the City Tripolis, and a great part of Damaſens in,; 
Anmtiochia, and Hulcipre, the chiet City in the Kingdom of 


terly, or were wonderlul.y defac d. In the year 1509. in 
the moneh ot September, the;e w.s (0 great an Earthquake at 
Conſtantinap/e, tha! there were th:rtucn thoutand men de- 
ltroycd by ir, and ihe City mit r«bly ſhattered and 1u ned 
by it, In the Reign of Henry the hit, the earth moved with 
fo great a vielcnRc, (hat many Buildings were ſhaken down, 
and Milmesbary (nth, That the houſe wherein he ſate, war lift- 
ed up with 4 dyxle remove, and at th: third time ſettied again in 
the priper place, Aſo mm divers plices it yiclied forth a hi- 
d: 0:15 noe, and calt torth flames. In Limbardy there was 
in Exrthquake, that continued forty dayes, and removed a 
Town trura the place where it food, a great way off. In 
the elevinth ycar cf the Reign of King Henry the fecond, on 
the fix and twentieth day of Farinary, was fo great an Earth- 
quake, in Ely, Nrfolg , and Swffolg, that it overthrew th:m 
:hat ftood vpon their feet, and made the Bells to ring in the 
Sreeples, In the four and twentieth year of his Reign, in the 
Territory of Derlington, in tac Bilhbopwrick of Darham, the" 
carth lifred up her f(clf in the manacr of an high Tower, and 
fo rem+j:1cd unmovcable from morning till evening , and 
then ftcll with (o horrible a noiſe, that it frighted the inha- 
bitan's thercabquts, and the carth ſwallowing ic up; made 
there a deep pit, which 1s {een at this day; for a teſtimony 
whc reof, Leyland faith, hefaw the Pits there, commonly cal- 
'&d Hell-Ke:tler. In the ycar 1666. the City of Raguzz was 
overthrown by a mott dreadtul Exrthquake, and all the in 
habitants ( which wcre many thouſands )) except a few hun- 
dred were deſtroyed, and buricd in the ruines of that City. 
At Burn, Anno 1584. ncar unto which City a certain Hill, 
carricd violently b.yond and over other Hills, is reported by 
Polanus ( who lived 1n thoſe parts ) to have covered a whole 
Village that had ninety familics1n it, one hali houſe only ex- 
cepted. 


ay 
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cepted, wherein the Malter of the Family, with his Wife and 
Children, were earneſtly calling upon God. Ohthe terror 
of the Lord ! and Oh the power of fervent praycr. At Plewres 
in Rhetia, Anno 1618. Ang. 25. the whole Town was over- 
covered with a Mountain, which with its mott ſwift moti- 
on, oppreſſed fif:cen hundred. In the dayes of Uzziah King 
of Fadah, there was fuch a terrible Earthquake, that the peo 

pl: with fear and horror ficd from it. Z.ch. 14. 5. Tea, ye 
{ hall flee liko as ye fled from before the Earthquake in the dayes of 


[Uzziah King of Judah. The ]: with DoQtors affirm, that this 


amazing Earthquake fell our, jult at that inſtant time, when 
Uzziah offercd Incenſe, and was therefore (mitten with a 
Leprofie : but this is but their conjeure.” However this 
dreadful Earthquake was an horrible tign and prefage of 
Gods wrath to that finful people. Foſephns tells us, that by 
it, half a great hill was removed out of its place, and car- 
Iricd four turlongs another way 3 fo that the High- way was 
obliruRted, and the Kings Gardens utterly marred. The 
fame Author further tells us, that at that time, that Ceſar 
and Anthony made tryal of their Titles in the AGian War, 
(and 1n the ſeventh year of the Reign of Ring Herod ) there 
happened ſuch an Earthquake in the Countrey of Fudez,that 
never the like was ſeen in any other-place: fothat divers 
Beaſts were {liin thereby, and that ten thouſand men were 
overwhelmed and deſtroyed in the ruines of their houſes. 
The ſame Author faith, that in the midi of the A&ian War. 
about the beginning of the Spring time, there happencd 6 
great an Earthquake, as ſlew an infinite multitude of Beaſts, 
Jand thirty thouſand people : yet the Army had no harm, 
for it lay in the open Field. Upon the report of this dread- 
ful Earthquake, and the effes of it, the Arabians were fo 
highly encouraged, that they entered into Fudes, ſuppoſing 
hat thexe were no men left alive to refiſt them, and that 
they ſhould certainly conquer the Countrey : and before 
their coming, they flew the Embaſſadors of the Jews that 
were (cnt unto them. Ah London, London, if the Lord had: 
by ſome terrible Earthquake utterly overthrown thee, and. 
furicd all thy inhabitants —_ thy ruines ( as he hath 
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dealt by mary Cities and Citizens, both in former, and in 
theſe latter times ) how dreadful would-thy caſe then have 
been, ov.r what now it is. Certainly ſuch Earthquakes as 
ovcrwhelm both Cities and Citizens, arc far greatcr Judge- 
ments, than ſucha fire, or fires, that only conſumes mens 
houſes, but never hu:ts their perſons. 
tied this fore Judgement upon thee, O London, but he 
has not z therefore it concerns thee to be (hill a crying Grace, 
Grace, But, 

Fourthly, God might have inflitcd that Judgement, both 
upon City and Citizens, that he did upon Kvrab, Dathan and 
Abiram, and all that app*rtained to them, Numb. 16, 31, 
32, 33, 34+ And it came topaſs, as be had made an end of ſpeak- 
ing all theſe words, that the ground clave aſſunder, that was un- 
der them : And th: earth opened ber month, and ſwallowed them 
up, and their bouſes, and all the men that appertain:d unto Ko- 
rah, and all their goods. They and all that appertained to them, 
went down alive into the pit, and the earth cloſed upon them : 
and they periſhed from among the Congregation. And all Ire! 
that were round about them, fled at the cry of them : for they ſaid, 
left the earth ſwallow us up alſo. Whilſt Mcſes ſpake theſe 
words ( ſaith Foſephws ) and intermixed them with tears, 
the carth trembled, and ſhaking began to remove ( after 
ſuch a manner, as when by the violence of the wind a great 
billow of the Sea floateth and 1s toflcd hither and thither ) 
hereat all the people were ami7zed, but after that a horrible 
and ſhattering noiſe was made about their Tents, and the 


which they cftcemed dear, which was after a manner fo cx- 
terminate, as nothing remained of theirs to be beheld. 
Whereupon in a moment the carth cloſed again ; and the 
vaſt gaping: was faft ſhut; ſo as thereappeared not any fign 
of that which had hapned. Thus periſhed they all, leaving 
bchiad them an example of Gods Power and Judgements. 
And this accident was the more miſerable, in that there were 


.'0 one, nonot of their kinsfolks or allics that had compaſ- 


hon of them : ſo that all the people whatſoever, forgetting 
thoſe things which were paſt, did allow- Gods Juſtice _ 
| joyful 


God might have in-| - 


carth. opened and ſwallowed up both them and all chat] 
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jozful acclamations, eſtceming thermm unworthy to be b- 
moaned , but to be held as the pligue and perverters of the 
people. O what a dreadful Judgement was this, for perſons 
to be buried alive; for houſes, and inhabitants, and all their 
goods, to be {wallowed up in a moment. What tongue can 
npechs, or heart conceive, the cerzor and aſtoniſhment that 
fell upon Korab, Dathan and Abiram, when the carth(which 
God had made firm, and cftab'iſhed by a perpetual Decree to 
ſtand faft under mens feer, was weary of bearing them, and 
therefore ) opened her mouth and (wallowed them, and a'l 
their concernments up. Ah London, London, It the earth had 
opened her mouth, and (wallowed up all thy houſes and 
inhabitants, with all thy goods and riches in a moment ? 
Would not this have been ten thouſand thouſand times a 
greater Judgement, than that fizry diſpenſation that has pati 
upon thee ? Bur, 

Fiſthly and laſily, God might have rained Hell out of 
Hcaven upon you, as he d:d upon Sodom and Gom rrab : and 
this would have been a forer Judgement, than what he has 
inflied upon you. If God by rainirg fire and brimſtone 
[from Heaven, had conſumed your perſons, houſes, riches, 
and relations, would not this have be.n the heighth of Judge-: 
ment, and infinitely more terrible and dreadful to you, than 
that fiery diſpenſation, that has conſumed part of your 
eftares, and turned your houſes into aſhes ? Now by theſe 
tive things, *cis moſt evident, That there are worſe Judge- 
ments, than the Judgement of fire , which God in Juttice 
might have infl Eted upon you. But free- mercy has lo inter 
poſed, that God has not (iirred up all his wrath ; and chough 
he has ſeverely puniſhed you,yet it is leſs than your iniquitcs! 
have deſerved, Ezra 9. 13. and therefore let this conhdera- 
tion ſupport and bcar up your hearts under all your pr. ſent 
(orrows and ſufferings. Bur, | 


tations laid deſolate , yet your outward condition 1s no! 
worle than Chiiſts was when he was in the world. The | 


Elevently, Though your houſes are burnt, and your hab: 


eſtate and condition of Chriſt was low, yea, very low and | 


UEe # Nn 2 mean | 


Fo 
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mean in this world. WitneG hs own relation when he was: 
Math. 8 20, | upon the earth ; The Foxes bave boles, and the Birds of the air 
have nefts, ( or rclting places where they go to reſt, as under 
a Tent, like as the Greek word prop:rly imports, )Bat the Son 
f man bath not where to lay bis bead. Hedoth not fy, Kings 
have Palaces, but I have none : nor he dos not (ay, that rich 
men have Houſes, and Lands and Lordſhips to entertain their 
followers, bat | have none; But, the Foxes have boles, andthe 
Birds of the air have neſts, kut the Som of man bath nt where 19 
lay bit bead. Chrift was willing to undeceive the Scribe, and 
ro ſhew him his miſtake ; thou thinkeſt O Scribe, by fol. 
lowing of me, to get riches, and honor, and preferment, and 
to be ome body inthe world, but thou art highly miſtaken : 
for I have neither Silves nor Go!d, Linds nor Lordſhips ; no 
not fo much as a houſe to put my head in. When I was 
Luke 2-19- |torn, I was born in a Stable and laid in a Minger : and now 


_ 5-3- | hive upon others, and am maintained by others : I am not 
ag fy enough, to pay my Tr bute, and therefore do'nt deceive 
thy ſelf. The great Archite&t of the world had not a houſe 

to put his head in, but emptied: himſelf of all, and became 

"Op poor, to make us rich, notin goo's, but in Grace ; not in 


: Cor. 8.9 | worldly wealth, but in the treaſures of another world. He 
Chriſti Pau- | that was heir of both worlds, had not a houſe of his own, 
pritas m'= |roput his head in. Chrilt lived poor, and died poor, As 
wn ft pat'®- he was born in another mans houſe, ſo he was buried-in 
am. An00% | enother rpans Tomb. Auftin obſerves, when Chiilt 
dicd, he made no Will, he had no Crown-lands, cnly his 
Coat was left, and that the Souldiers parted amongftthem- 
ſelves, Are you houfelefs, are you penylcfs, arc you poor and| 
+ [low, and mean in this world ? So was Chritt, Remember 

John 13. 16. | the ſervant is not greater than his Lird, *Tis good feriouſly to 
| ponder upon that ſaying of Chriſt; The Diſciple is not above 
bis Maſter, nor the ſervant above bis Lird : It 1s enough for 
the Diſciple, that he be 2s his Maſter; and the Servant as his 
Lord. Ii Foab the Lord General be in Tents, it is a ſhame. 
tor UVr1ab to take his caſe at home ina ſoft bed. Itisun- 
{cemly to ſce the Head all begored with blood, and crowned 
with Thorns, and the members to be decked with Roſes = 
Jewels, 


Matth. 10. 
24, 25+ 


2 Kings 11, 11, 
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Jewels, and to ſmell of rich Odors, Spices and Perfumes. 
Art thou ina worſe condition, than Chrif] was in this world? 
Oh no, no. Why then doft thou murmur and compliin ? 
Why dolt thou ſay, there 1s no ſorrow to thy ſorrow, nor no 
ſuffering to thy ſuffering ? O Sirs, it is honor enough, for 
the Di{c:ples of Chriſt, to fare as Chriſt fired in this world. 
Why ſhould the Servant be in a better condition than his 
L1d ? Is not that S:rvant happy enough, that 1s equal with 
his Lord? Did the burnt Citizens but (criouſly aud fre- 
quently meditate and ponder upon the poverty and low 
ettate of Chriſt whilt he was in this world; their hearts 
would be more calm and quic: under all their croſſes ang 
lofſes, than now they are, But, 


Twelfthly, Though your houſes are burnt, and your ha- 12. 
bitations laid deſolate, and you have no certain dwelling 
place, &c, yet your outward condition in this world, is not 
worſe than theirs was, of whom this world was not worthy, | 
Lam. 5 2. Our inb ritance is tmrned to ſtrangers, our houſes 10 
Aliens. Plalm 107. 4, 5. They wandered inthe Wilderneſs, in 
8 ſolitary way, they found no City to dwell in, bungry and thirſty 
their ſouls {rinred in them. 1 Cor. 4.11. Even unto this preſent 
| bour, we both bunger and thirſt, and are naked, and are buffeted, 
and bave no certain dwe[ing place, Heb 11.37,38. They wandered 
about in ſheep 1kins and goat ikins, being deſtitute, afflied, tor- | 
mented, They wandered in deſarti, and in mountains, and in. 
dens, and in caves of the earth. Some of the learned, by their 
wandering up and down in Sheep skins and Goat skias, do! 
underſtand their diſguiting of themſelves, for their better 


not only wander, and were removed from their own habi- 
tation, but that they were not quiet, even in the Woods, | 
[Deſarts, Mountains, Dens and Caves of the earth, but were 
hunted by their Perſecutors, from Deſart to Defart, and. 
from Mountain to Mountain, and from Den to Den, and; 
{rom one Cave to another. 

But hereupon ſome might be ready to objeR and re- 
ply, 
"BY Nn 3 Theſe 


ſecurity. One well obſerves from the words, That they did cb1/oton:. 


- 
I 


London's Lamentations on 


13. 


Luke 3. 17+ 
Matth. 18S. 8. 


Theſe were the wery worſt of the worſt of men, Surely, theſe 
were tery vile, baſe and unworthy wretches, theſe were the great- 
ft of ſinners, &c. 


O"\ no, They were ſuch ( ſaith the Holy Ghoſt ) of whom 
the world ras not worthy. The Heatheniſh world, the poor, 
bl:nd, ignorant, Atheiftical world, the prophane, ſuperthit- 
ous, Idolatrous, opprefling ard perſccuring world, was 1 ot 
worthy of them : thatis, they were not wo:thy, 1. Of their 
preſence and company. 2. They were not worthy of their 
prayers and tears. 3 They were not worthy of their coun- 
(and advice. 4. They were not wirthy of their gracious 
lives and examples. In this Scripture, you may plainly fee, 
that their wandering up and down in Delar:s, and onthe 
Mountains, and in Dcns, and in the Caves of the earth, 15 
reckoned up amongſt thoſe great and dreadfui things, that 
the Saints ſuffered in that wotul day. Thule precious ſouls 
that dwelt in Caves and D.ns, and wandered up and down 
in Sheepskins and Goat $skins, might have ruſtled in their 
Silks, Sattins, and Vclvets; -they might ( Nebuchadnczzar 
like ) have vaunted themſelves on their ſtately Turrets and 
Palaces, if they would have wounded th:ir conlciences, and 
have turned cheir backs upon C hrift and Religion. Now if 
the burnt up Citizens of L-»1domw, would but feriouſly lay to 
hearr, the (ad diſpenſations of God towards his choiceſt wor- 
thies, then their hearts would neither faint, nor fink under 
their preſcnt loſſes, crofſes and {i fferings. But, 


Thirteenthly and lafily, There is z worſe fire, than that 
which has turned London into & ruinous heap, viz the bire of 
Hcll, which Chriſt has freed b:licvers from. There isun 
quenchable fire, Matth. 3. 12. He will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire, There is everlafting burnings , 
Iſa. 33. 14. The finners in Zion are afraid, fearſulneſs hatb 
ſurprized the Hypcerites : Who among us fpall dwell with the 
devouring fire : Who among us ſhall devell with ever- 
laſting burnings. Wicked men, who are now the only 

burning 
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bogs } 


——— 


Jolly fellows of the time, ſhall one day go from burning to 
durning : from burning in fin, to burning in Hell : from 
burning in flames of luſts, to burning in flames of torment, 
cxcept there be ſound repentance on their lides, and pardon- 
ing Grace on Gods. O Sits, in this devouring fire in theſe 
evcrlalting burnings, Cain ſhall find no Cities to build, nor 
his polteri'y ſhall have no inftrumcnts of Mufick to invent 
there none ſhall take up the Timbrel, or Harp, or rejoyce 
at the ſound of the Organ. Thcre Be/bazzzr cannot drink 
Wine in Bowls, ror cat the Lambs out of the flock, nor the 
Calves out of the midi of the Stall. In everlaſting burn: 
ings, there w:ll be no merry company , to pals time away ; 
nor no Dice, to caſt care away ; nor no Cellars of Wine, 
wherein to drown the linners grief. There is everlaſting fire, 
Matth. 25. 41, Then ſhall be ſay alſs unto them 91 the left band 
depart from me ye curſed into everlifting fire prepared for th 
Devil and bis Angels. This terrible ſentence breaths out 
nothing but fire and brimttone, terror and horror, dread and 
wo. The laſt words that ever Chriſt will (peak jn this 
world, will be the moſt tormenting and amazing, the mofi 
killing and damning, the moſi ſtinging and wounding; De 

part from me: there is rcjetion : Pack, begone, get you out 
of my tight, let me never fce your faces more. It was a 
heavy doom that was paft upon Nebuchadnezz wr, that he 
ſhould be driven from the ſo.1:ty of men, and in an extre 

mity of a fottiſh melancholly, ſpend his time among thi 
Beafts of the fi.1d : bur that was nothing to this {ul killing 
word, d+prt from me. It was nothing to mens being calt 
out of the preſcnce of Chr ft for ever. The remembrance 
of which, made one to pray thus, O I ord deliver me at the 
great day from that \\.//ing word Depart. And what faith another, 


This word Depart, the Goats with horror hears. 
But thy word Come, the Sheep to jy appears. 


Bafil faith, That an alienation and utter ſeparation from God, 
* more grievous than the pains of Hell. Chryſoſtome faith, That 
the torments of a thouſand Hel, if there were ſo many, comes far 


Some deyour 
Perſonages 
cauſed ths 
Scripture to be 
writ in l:tters 
of Gold upon 
their Chim- 
ney pieces. B, 
of Betty in 
Fra1re in his 
Draught of 
Erernity. 

Gen 4.17. 
Amos 6s. 5. 
lob. 21. 12. 
Dan. 5 23- 
Amoi 6. 4. 


Dan» 4 25+ 


Rernard, 38 
Pſal. 91. 


Sphyax, 


Baſil. Aſe. 
Et. C. 3. 


Chryſoft. ia 


ſhort 


Mal, Hom. 24+ | 
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London's Lamentations on * 


Heb.12.22,23. 


JAQs 20. 3s. 


Curſings now 
are wicked 
mens Hymns : 
but in Hel 
they ſhall be 
their woes. 
Rev. 16. 9. 
Iz,21, 


ſhort of this one, to wit, t1 be turned out of Gods preſ. nce with a 
Non novi vos, I know you not. What a gricf were 1t,here to be 
baniſht from the Kings Court with A*ſolom, or to be turned 
out of coors, with Hzgar and Iſmae/, or to bs calt outof 
Gods preſence with curted Cain, But what 1s all this, to a 
mans being excommunicated, ard caft out of the prelcnce of 
God, of Chriſt, of the Angels, and our of the general Aﬀem- 


bly of the Saints, and Congregation of the firit born : to be] 


ſecluded from the preſence of God, is of all miſcrics the 
greateſt, The ſerious thoughes of this, m de one lay, My 
ny do abhor Hel, but I efteem the fall from thu glry, to be » 
greater pmiſhment than Hell it ſcif, "iis better #0 endure ten 
thouſand T bunder-claps, than be deprived of the beatift:al viſion, 
Certainly the tears of Hell arc not ſufficient, to bewall the 
loſs of Heaven. If thoſe precious ſouls wept becauſe they 
(hould fee Pauls face no more; how deplorable 15 the eternal 
deprivation of the beatifical vifion. Depart from me, is the firlt 


and worlt of that dreadful ſentence, which Chrift ſhall pas 


upon finners at laſt, Every fyllable ſounds horror and 
terror, grief and ſorrow, amazement and altoniſhment to all 
whom it doth concery. 

Te curſed ; there is the malediQion. But Lord if we muſt 
depart, let us depart bleſſed, No, depart ye curſed : you have 
curſed others, ard now you ſhall be curlt your fclvcs; you 
(hall be curſt in your bodies, and curſt in your ſouls; you 


| ſhall be curſt of God, and curtt of Chriſt, and curft of Angels, 


and cvrſt of Saints, and curfi of Devils, and curſt of your 
companions. Yea, you ſhall now curſe your very ſclves, 
your very fouls, that ever you have deſpiſed the Goſpel, re- 
fuſed the offers of Grace, (corned Chrift, and negleRed the 
means of your ſalvation. Oh finners, finners, all your 
curſes, all your maledi@ions, hall at laſt recoyle upon your 
own fouls. Now thou curſeft every man, and thing, that 
ſtands in the way of thy lufts, and that croſſes thy deſigns; 
but at laft all che Curſcs of Heaven and Hell, ſhall mcet in 
their full power and force upon thee. Surely that man 


is curſed with a witneſs, that is curſed by Chriſt him- 


(elf. | 


But: 


——— 
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But Lord, if we multi depart, and depart curſed 3 O" let 
us go into ſome good place; No, Depart ye into everlaſting 

:; There is the vengeance and continuance of it. You 
ſhall go into fre, into everlaſting fire, that (hall neither con- 
ſame it ſelf, nor conſume you. Eternity of extremity, is the 
Hell of Hell. The fire in Hcll is like that ſtone in Arcadis, 
which being once kindled, could never be quenched. If all 
the fires that ever were in the world were contracted into 
one fire, how terrible would it be? Yet ſuch a fire would 
be but as painted fire upon the Wall, to the fixe of Hell. If 
it be ſo fad a ſp<Racle, to behold a malefaRtors fleſh con- 
fumed by piece- meales ina lingering fire; Ah, how (ad, how 
dreadful would it be, to experience, what it is to lic in un- 
guenchable fire, not for aday, a moneth, or a year, or a 
hundred, or a thouſand years, but for ever and ever. If it 
were, faith One, but for a thouſand years, I could becarit : but 
ſecing it is for eternity, this amazeth and affrighteth me. 1 
am afraid of Hell, faith Another, becauſe the Worm there 
never dies, and the fire never goes our, For to be torment- 
ed without end, this is that which goes beyond all the 
bounds of deiperation. Grievous is the torment of the 
damned, for the bitterneſs of the puniſhments, but it is more 
grievous, for the diverſity of the puniſhments, but moſt 
grievous for the eternity of the puniſhments. 

To lyc in everlaſting torments, to roar for ever for dif- 
quierneſs of heart z to rage for ever for madneſs of foul, to 
weep and grieve, and gnaſh the teeth ſor ever, is a miſery 
beyond all expreſſion, Belarmine out of Barocius tells of 
a learned man, who afrer his death appcarcd to his friend, 
complaining that he was adjudged to Hell torments, (which 
( faith he ) were they to laſt but a thouſand thouſand years, 
[ ſhould think it tollerable : but alas, they are eternal. And 
it is called eternal fire, Judep. I have rcad of a Prifon 
among the Perfians, which was deep, and wide, and dark, 
and out of which the Priſoners could never get; and there- 
fore it was called by them Lethe, Forgetfulneſs : this Priſon 
wasa Paradice to Hell. Mark, every thing that is condu- 
cible to the torments of the damned is eternal. 1. God 
O © that 


Of this fire 
you had need 
of ſome De- 
vil, or accur{[- 
ed wretch to 
deſcant, 

laith Cane. 


'* 1114 
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1 Per. 3. 19. 
Licias {aith, 
that it was 
the common 
opinton 
among them, 
that the 

wi: ked were 
held in chains 
by Piuto (fo 
th:y call the 
Prince of 
Devils ) in 
chains, which 
cannot be 
looſcd. 


I. 
| 


i 
Matth. $22, 
Chap. 13+ 40- 


il 
bs 
f 
Y 
' 


that damns them is eternal, 1/2, 33. 14+ Kom. 16. 26. 2.The 


fire that tormenes them, is eternal, I/a. 30. 33. Cap. 66. 24} 


Jude7. 3. The Priſon and Chains that holds them, arc 
eternal, 7aude 6, 7,13. 2Pet.2.17. 4. The Worm that 
gnaws them 1s eternal, Mark 9. 44. Melandhbon calls it a Hel- 
liſh fury. 5. The ſentence that (ball be paſſed upon them, 
ſhall be eternal, Matth. 25. 4.1, 42. The fire of Hell 1s called 
a Burning Lake, Rc v. 20. 15+ Whoſcever was not found writ- 
ten in the book of life, was caſt into 1he lake of fire, You ſhall 
know, that fire is the moſt toxmenting Element. Oh the 
moli dreadful impreflions , 


ignis arderis , fatoris, & terroris, fire of heat, of ſtench, 
and of terror : of heat, as in Mount Anz; of ſtench, as| 
in Mount Hedz; of terror and fear :- as ignis fulgwris, the} 
fire of lightning in Americs : All theſe fires they fay are in 
Hell, Butto let the Schoolmen pals. It 1s diſputed among 
many of the learned, Whether there be material fire in Hell} 
or no. That 'tis very probable, that there is material fire 
in Hell, or that which is full as terrible, ox more terrible, 
may I ſuppoſe, be thus evidencgd. | 

Firſt, The tire of Hell is frequently mentioned in the bleſ-} 
ſed Scripture. Who ſhall ſay to bis Brother, thou Fool, ſhall be 
in danger of Hell fire, Atthe day of Judgement the taxes are 
burnt in the fire. Into this hire offending members are 
cali, Matth. 18. 18, 19. To this everlaſting fire the Goats 
are adjudged, Matth, 25. 41. In this bre, thoſe that worſhip| 
the Beaſt arc tormented, Kev, 14. 10. And the Sodomites at| 
this very day,fuffer the vengeance of eternal fire, Fade 7. Into 
this fire (hall all barren and unfruitful Chriſtians bz caſt. 
Matth. 3. 10. And now alſo the Ax is laid unto 1he root of the 
trees, therefore every tree which bringeth forth not good fruit is 
heron down, and caſt into the fire. Negative goodnels will never| 
{ecure a mancither from the Ax, or from the fire. Yea, every} 
man and woman under Heaven, that keeps off from Chriſt, 
and that lives and dies out of Chrift, and that are never en- 
tered into a marriage union with Chriſt: chey ſhall all be caſt 
into this fre, John 15,6. Jf a man abide. not in me, he i 


that it makes upon the fleſh. | 
The Schoulmen diftipgiſh thus of fre; they (ay, there-is| 


Ls aſt 


— — k 
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caft forth ar a branch that is withered, and men gather them, 
and caft them into the fire, and they are burned. Thus you fee, 
how the Scripture runs. Now you know, that *cilt (afc(t for 
us, to adhere to the very letter of the Scripture, unlels evi- 
dent and neceſſary occation draw us from a literal interpre- 
tation of it, Bur, 

Secondly, To this fire is aſcribed Sulphur, flames, wood, 
If. 30. 33. For Topbet is erdained of old ( that is Hell, thote 
terrible alluſions to Topher, to the ſhricks and yellings of thoſe 
children that were facriticed there, arc but dark repreſenta- 
tions of the pain and miſcries of the damned ) yea, for the 
King it is prepared ( If Princes be wicked, "tis neither their 
Power nor their Policy, their dignity or worldly glory, that 
can ſecure them from Tophet.) be hath made it deep and 
large : the pile thereof is fire and much wood, the breath of ths 
Lord like « ſtream of brimſtone, d1th kindle it. Now he ſhall 
be an Apollo to me, that can ſhew me, where the Lord in his 
Word gives ſuch properties to immaterial fire, that are here 
given in the Text, But yet remember this, that that God 
that makes the damned live without food, is able to maintain 
this fire without wood. Bur, 

Thirdly, Fire is the moſt furious of all Elements ; and 
therefore the bodies of men can't be more exquiſicely tor- 
mented, than with fire, The bodies that ſinned on earth, 
ſhall be punithed and tormented in Hell, Now what can 
be more grievous and vexatious, more afti;Qing and tor- 
menting to the bodies of men, than material fire, Bilney the 
Murtyr could not endure to hold his tinger in the flame of 
a Candle for a little while, for a quarter of an hour, though 
he tryed to do it b:fore he burnt at the ſtake. O then how 
will the bodies of men endure to dwell in unquenchable 
fire, to dwell in everlaſting burnings. The Brick-kilns of 
Ayypt, the Furnace of Babel are but as the glowing ſparkle, 
or as the blaze of a Bruſh-faggot , to this tormenting To- 
phet, that has been prepared of vld, to puniſh the bodies of 
linners with. But, 

Fourthly,Several of the Fathers & Schools, generally agree, 
that the fire which ſhall torment the wicked in Hell, ſhall be 

Oo 2 material 


—— 


2 King. 23.1% 


3. 


Water doth 
only kill, but 
fire doth vex, 
terrifie and 
torment in 
killing. 

Act. & Mon. 


to8 London's Lamentations on 
Zach. material tire:but yer they ſ:y,t1at this material fire ſhall won- 
_ "mY derfully exceed ours, both in degree of heat, and fierceneſs of 
mary *#** |burning. Oar Elementary or Culinary fire is no more to be 


Grigory, 8c. 


ObjeR. 


Anſw. 
Exod. Z, 25 3+ 


compared with the tire of Hell, than fire painted upon the 
Wall, is to be compared with tire burning in our Chimneys, 


bates in tire, why not condemn them to fire. 


$i igne damnabit reprobos, quare non in igne cruciabit dam- 
natos, ſayes one of the Antients, If he will judge the repro- 


But if it be mater*al fire, then it may be quencht : beſides wt 
ſee by common experience, that material fire in a ſhort time will 
conſume and ſpend it ſelf. Neither can we ſee how material firt 
can make impreſſims upon Spirits, as the Devils and ſouls of | 
men are. 


Firfi, Don't we find,that the Buſh burned and was not con- 
ſumed ? Though 21! cloaths by daily experience wax old; 
yet when the Iſraelites were in their wilderneſs condition ; 
their clothes did not wax old, Deur. 8. 4. Thy raiment waxed 
not old upon thee, neither did thy foot ſwell theſe forty years. 
Nch. 9. 41. Tea, forty years didit thou ſuſtain them in the Wil. 
derneſs, ſo that they lacked nothing; their clothes waxed not old, 
and their feet ſwelled not. Their clothes were never the worle 
for wearing. God by his Allmighty Power kept their, 
clothes from waxing old : and {o God by his Allmighty 
Power can keep the fire of Hell unquenchable. But, 
| Secondly, Such as thus obje&, draw things to the ſcant- 
ling of their own Reafon, which may be many wayes of a 
dangerous conſequence, both to themſelves and others. Cer- 
fainly ſuch as go about to make the fire of Hell only ſpiritual 
fre, they go about to make it no fire at all; for it paſſcth 
the natural fire, to be ſpiritual. Bur, 

Thirdly, We ſec in this life, that bodily tortures work up- 
on the ſpirits in the ſame bodies : And why may it not be 
ſo in Hell * Don't men by their daily experience find, that 
their ſouls are frequently afflifted in, and under corporeal 
 diſtermpers, difeaſes'and weakneſſes ? Doubtleſs God can by 
his Allmighty Power infuſe ſuch power into material fire, 


rr, 
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xs to make it the inſtrument of his dreadful wrath and ven- 
geance, to plague, punith, ſcorch and burn the ſouls of damn- 
ed finners. Bodies and ſouls are co-partners in the ſame 
fins, and therefore God may make them co-partners in the 
fame puniſhments. Every creature is ſuch, as the great 
God will have it to be, and commands it to bz; and there- 
fore if the Lord ſhall lay a command upon the tire of Hell 
to reach, and burn the ſouls of damned finners; it ſhall cer- 
tainly doit. God is the God of Nature, as wcll as the God 
of Grace : and therefore I can't ſee, how the fire of Hell can 
be (aid, how to aR againſt its own nature, when it dos bur 
aR according to the will and command of the God of Na- 
ture. I readily grant, that if you conlider infernal fire in it 
ſelf, or in its own nature, and {o it cannot have any power 
on ſuch a ſpiritual ſubſtance as the ſoul of man is; but if 
you conlider infernal fire, as an inſtrument in an Allmighty 
hand, and ſo it can a& upon ſuch ſpiritual Beings, as De- 
vils and damned fouls are, and make the fame dreadful and 
painful imprefſions upon ther, as 1t would do upon corpore- 
al Beings. Though Spirits have nothing material in their 
nature, which that infernal fire ſhould work upon, yet 
ſuch is the Almighty Power of God, that he can make Spi- 
rits moſt ſcritible of thoſe fiery tortures and torments which 
he has declared and appointed for them'to undergo. Let 
them tell us ( (aith One ) how it is poſtible, chat the (ſoul 
of man, which is an immortal ſubſtance, ſhould be truly 
wedded to the body, or maternal ſubſtance: and I ſhall as ca 
lily anfwer them, that it is as poſſible, for the (ame ſou), to 
de ascalily wrought upon by a material fire. It is much 
diſputed and controverted among the Schoolmen, how the 
Devils can be tormented with corporeal fire, feeing they 
are Spirits, and ( as Iſappoſe ) it 1s well concluded of them 
thus, Firft, That in Hell there is corporcal fire, as appears 
thus: Firſt, Becauſe the Scripture affirms it, Matth. 3. r0 
Matth. 5, 22. Matth. 25. 41. Secondly, Becauſe the bodies 
hinning againſt God, arc to be vexed and tormented with 
corporeal pains. Secondly, They conclude, that the Devils 
arc tormeated in that fire; Becauſe Chrift faith ſo, Mar.25.41. 
Oo 3 Depart 


Pas Aunt. 
«21+ Cf. 10. a7 
Ctuitate Dcs, 


Dr. Zach{or- 


—— 


110 


London's Lamentations 01 


Yho, Suppim. 


70. 3. COP. 


Gif, Dial 4+ 
APs 28, 29. 


Deut. 32. 15, 
I8, 30, 31. 

2 Sam. 22.47. 
1 Cor, 10, 4+ 


| Depart from me ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
[Devil and bis Angels. Thirdly, It being demanded , how 
| the Devils are tormented in that fire ? they anſwer, they arc 
'tormented, rot only Firli, With the ſight of it : or Second- 
'ly, With an imaginary apprehenſion thereof. But Third- 
ly, As an inſtrument ordained of God for that very end. And 
| Fourthly, Ut locus locatum continens, Oc. cigens, Hell 1s a hiery 
Region, or a Region of fire: and therefore the Devils being 
contained and included therein muſt needs be tormented 
thereby. Cum Dives ab igne patiatur, quis neget, animas ig- 
nibas puniri, None mult quettion this truth ( faith my Au- 
thor ) that ſouls and ſpirits are puniſhed by fire, ſeeing our 
Saviour himſelf tcllcth us, that Dives ( who was in Hcll but 
in foul ) was tormented in the flames, Luke 16. 24 
But, 

Fourthly, It is not fafe to leave the plain letter of the Scri- 
pture to Allegoarize, and whether the opinion of Metapho- 
rical fire in Hell, hath not been an introduQtion to that opi- 
nion, that many have taken up in theſe dayes, viz, That 
there is no other Hell, but what is within us; I ſhall not 
now ſtand to determine. I know Calvin, and ſome others, 
are for the Allegory; and they give this for a Reaſon, that 
there is mention made of Wood, and ofa Worm, as well as 
hre. Now theſc are Allegorical; and therefore'the fire is 
Allegorical alſo. But by their favour, we find in the Scri- 
pture, that choſe things which are {poken together, are not 
alwayes taken in the ſame nature and manner. As for ex- 
ample, Chrift is called, the Kock of our ſalvation, Now the 
Rock is Allegorical, Is our falvation, therefore Allegorical. 
So likewiſe Luke 22. 30. Te fall eat and drink, ( fatth our 
Saviour ) at my Table in my Kingdom : Eating and drinking 
is Allegorical; is therefore the Kingdom Allegorical too? 
Allegories arc not to be admitted, but where the Scripture 
it {cit doth warrant them : and commonly where an &lle- 
gory is propounded, there it is allo expounded, As 
Galat. 4. 24. Which things are an Allegory ; for theſe are the 
two Teftaments, Many men have been too wanton with 
Allegories, Origen, Ambroſe , Hierom and ſeveral others 
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But, 

| Fifthly andlaftly, I cannot tell but that the fire by which 
the damned hall be puniſhed, may be partly material, and 
partly ſpiritual : partly material, to work upon the body ; 
and partly ſpiritual, ro torment the foul, Dr. Gowge puts 
this Quettion, Is it a material fire, wherewith the damned ut; 
Hell are tormented ? and gives this anſwer, viz. This 1s too 
curious a point to refolve to the full ; bur yet this anſwer 
may lafely be returned, It is no waſting or conſuming fre, 
but a torturing : and fo far corporal, as it tormenteth the 
body : and (o far imcorporeal, as it tormenteth the foul. 
Secrates ſpeaking of Hell, faith, I was never there my (clf, 
neither have 1 ever ſpoke with any that came from thence. 
Suppole, faith One, there be no fre 1n Hel), yet I affure thee 


wrath ſhall torment thee more, than bodily fire can do : and 
[therefore it will bs your wiſdom, not fo much to queſtion 
this or that about Hell fire, as to make it your work, your 
buſineſs, not to come there. He gave good counſel, who 
laid, Let us go down to Hell while we are alive , that we 
may not go to Hell when we are dead. And fo did he, who 
(peaking of Hcll ſaid, Ne queramus ubi fit, ſed quomodo illam 
ſugiamus, Let us not ſeek, where it is, but how we ſhall avoid 
it, The ſame Author gives this further counſel 3 viz. That 
at all Banquets, Feaſts, and Publick Meetings, men ſhould 
talk of Helliſh pains and torments, that ſorheir hearts may 
de-over-awce, and they provoked to avoid them, and fe- 
curc themſelves againſt them. Doubtleſs rhe ſerious thoughts 
of h:Iliſh pain while men live, is one bleſl.d way to keep 
them from thoſe torments, when they come to die. Ano- 
th:r gives this pious counſel, Let us carnefily importune the 
Lord, that this knowledge, whether the fire of Hell be ma- 
terial or not, be never manifeſted to us by experience. *Tis 
infinitely better, to endeavour the avoiding Hell fire, than cu- 
riouſly to diſpute about it. Look, as there is nothing more 
grievous than Hell : So there is nothing more profitable than 
the fear of it. 
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But what difference is there between our common fire and Hell 
fire # 


. I anſwer, a mighty difference, a vaſt difference. Take it 
in theſe fix particulars. 

Firſt, They differ in their heat :'no heart can conceive, nox 
no tongue can expreſs the exquilite heat of infernal fare, were 
all the fires under Heaven contraQted into one fre; yea, 
were all the Coles, Wood, Oyle, Hemp, Flax, Pitch, Tarr, 
Brimſtone, and all other combuſiibles in the world, con- 
traQcd into one flame into one fire, ' yet one ſpark of infernal 
fire would be more hot, viol:nt,, dreadful, amazing, afto- 
niſhing, raging and tormenting, than all that fire that is 
( ſuppoſedly Y made up of all the combuſtibles the earth af- 
fords. To mans ſenſe there is nothing more terrible and 
aflitive, than fixe ; and ofall fires, there is none fo (calding 
and tormenting, as that of brimfione. Now into that lake 
which burns with fire and brimftone for ever and ever, ſhall 
the wicked of the earth be caſt. Infernal fire far exceeds 
ours ( that are on our Hearths, and in our Chimneyes ? in 
degree of heat and fierceneſs of burning. Our fire hath 
not that terrible power to fcorch, burn, torment, as the fire 
of Hell hath. Our fire ( as Polycarpus and others ſay ) com- 
pared to Hell fire, is but like painted fire upon the Wall. 
Now you know, a painted fire upon the Wall will not hurt 
you, nor burn, nor affright you, nor torment you z but the 
fire of Hell will beyond all your conception and expreſſion, 
hurt, burn, affcight and torment you. The fire of Hell for 
degrees of heat, and fierceneſs of burning, muſt wonderfully 
ſurpaſs our moli furious fires, becauſe it is purpoſely created 
by God to torment the creature, whereas our ordinary fire 
was created by God, only for the comfort of the creature, 
The greateſt and the hotteft fires that ever were on carth, are 
but Ice in compariſon of the fire of Hell. 

Secondly, There are uncxpreſſible torments in Hell, as 
well as unſpeakable joyes in Heaven. Some who write of 
Purgatory, tell us, that the pains thereof are more exquiſite 

(though 
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( though of ſhorter continuance )) than the united corments| 
that the carth can invent, though of longer duration. It the | 
Popes Kitchin be {o warm, how hot is the Devils Furnace ? 
& Poecical Fiion is but a Meioſis, when brought to ſh:w 
the nature of thete real rorments : the laſhes of Furizs, acc 
but petty ſcourgings, when compared to the {iripes of * 
wounded conlcicnce ; Tytius his Vulture, though feeding on 
his Liver, is but a Flea-biting to chat Worm, whick giaw- 
eth their hearts and dieth nut. [xiomhis Wheel is a plice of 
reſt, if compared with thote Billows of Wrath, and tha' 
Wheel of Juſtice, which is in H.1| brought over the ungod 
ly: the task of Danavs his Daughter, is but a ſport, com- 
pared to the tortures of thoſe, whoſe ſouls are filled with 
bitterneſs, and within whom are the arrows of the Al igh- 
ry, the poiſon whereot doth drink up their ſpirits. Hzll is 
called a Furnace of fire, which ſpeaketh intolerable heat : a 
place of torment, which ſpeaketh a total privation of calc. 
A Priſon, which (peaketh reſtraint. Gehennz ( from the val- 
ley of H:naom, where the unnatural Paren's did facrifice 
the fruit of their bodics, for the {11 of their ſouls, ro their 
mercileſs Idols ) the which word, by a neighbour Nation, 
is retained to lignifie a Rock, than the torture of which, 
what more exquifite ? It iscallcd a Lake of Fire and Brim- 
fone, than the corment of the former, what more acute ? | 


ff” 7. Fel. 


Marth. 13. 42. 
Luke 16. 23, 
Matth. 5. 25. 
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than the ſmell of the latter, what more noiſome ? But, 

Secondly, Our fire is made by the hand of man, and 
muſt be maintained by continual ſupplies of fuel : rake 
away the Coals, the Wood; the combutiuble matter, and the 
tire goes out ; but the infernal fire is created, and temp:red, 
and blown by the hand of an angry fin revenging God. 
Ia. 30, 33, For Tophet is ordained of old : yea, for the King it 
is prepared, be hath made it d:ep and large : the pile thereof is 
fire and much wood, and the breath of the Lord, like a ſtream of 
Brimftone, doth kindle it : and therefore the breath of all the 
Reprovates in Hell ſhall never be able to blow it out. Our 
fire is blown by an aiery breath , but the infernal fire is 
blown by the angry breath of the great God, which burns 
far hoiter, than ten thouſand, thouſand Rivers of Brimfone. 
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| The breath of Gods mouth, ſhall be both Bellows and fuel 


to the infernal fire : and therefore Oh how terrible and tor- 
turing, how fierce and raging will that fire be, It but three 


drops of Brimitone ſhould fall upon any part of the fleſh of 
a man, it would fill him fo full of torment, that he would 
not be able to forbrar roaring out, for pain and anguiſh, 
Oh how dreadful and painful will it be then, for damned hn- 
ners to {\wimm up and down in a Lake or River of Fire 
and Brimftone for ever and ever. . There is no proportion 
between the heat of our breath, and the fire that it blows, 
O then what a dreadful, what an amazing, what an altoniſh- 
ing fire muſt that needs be, which is blown by a breath dif- 
ſolved into brimfione. Gods wrath and indignation ſhall 
be an everlaſting (upply to Hells conflagration. Ah Sin- 
ners, how fearful, how tormidable, how unconctivable will 
this infernal fire prove ! Surcly,there is no miſery,no torment 
to that of lying ina torrent of burning Brimftone for ever and 
ever. Mark this infernal hre is a fire prepared by God him- 
ſelf, to puniſh and torment all impenitent perſons and re- 
probate rebels: who (corned to ſubmit to the Scepter of 


\Chrilt. Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre- 


pared for the Devil and bis Ange/s. The wiſdom of God hath 
been much - exerciſed: in preparing and devifing the moſi 
rormenting temper for that formidable fire, in which the 
Devil ayd his Angels ſhall be puniſhed for ever and ever. 
Not as if it were not prepared allo for wicked and ungod- 
ly men; but it is (aid to be prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels ; becauſe it was tirlily and chiefly prepared for them. 
All, zmpenitent tinners, ſhall have the Devil and his Angels 
for their conftant companions : and therefore they ſhall be 
ſure to ſhear with them in the extremity and incvitablenefs 
of their torments. Bur, 

Thirdly, Our fire when it burneth, it ſhineth , it caſts a 
light. Our tire burns, and in burning ſhines, light is a natu- 
ral property of our common tire : 'tis true, the clementary 
fire in its own ſphere: ſhineth not, becauſe of its ſubtilnels, 


and rhe infexnal fire of H:1l ſhineth not, becauſe of its grof- 


— 


neſs.. Yet our ordinary fire ( being of a mixt nature) hath 
| light? 
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light as well «s heatin it, and thats our comfort. It hath 
light to ſh:w it felf to us, and to our (elves, and it hath 
light to ſhew others to us, and us to others, &c. Some men 
can work, as well as talk by the light of the fire, Our fires 
have their beams and raycs, as well as the Sun ; but che tir: 
of Hell burns, but it dos not ſhine, it gives;no light at all 
Inferoal fire hath no light, or bcightnefs attending of it; 
and therefore Chriſt calls it wtrer darkneſe, or outer darkneſs, 
that is, darkneſs beyond a darkneſs. I have read of a young 
man who was very looſe and vain in his life, and was very 
fearful of being in the dark, who after fallin z (ik, and coald 
not ſleep, cryed out, ON if this darkneſs be fo terrib'e, what 
iscternal darkneſs! H.!l would not bz fo uncomfortable a 


Prifon, if it were not fo dark a Priſon. Light is a blefling 
[that hall never ſhine into that infcroal priton. In F «de, 
v. 6, you read of chains of darkneſs, It would be 2 little 
eaſe, a little comfort to the damned in Hell, if they might 
have but light and liberty, to walk up and down the infer- 
nal coalts, but this is too high a favour for tem to en- 
joy 3 and therefore they ſhall be chained and tiaked down in 
chains of darkne(s, and 1n blackneſs of dirkne(s; that 
they may fully undergo the ſcorchings and burnings of Di- 
vine wrath and fury for ever and ever. InVeſe 13. you 
thus read, To whom is reſerved tbe blackneſs of darkneſs for 
ever. The words arcan Hebraiſm, and fignthe- exceeding 
great darknz(ſs. Hell is a very dark and diſmal Region, 
and exiream are the miſcries, horrors and torments which 
are there, The Poets deſcrib:d the darknefs of Hel! by the 
Cimmerian darkneſs. There was a Territory in Italy betwixt 
Baie and Came where the Cimmerii inhabit, which was fo 
environed with Hills, and overſhadowed with fuch hanging 
Promontories, that the Sun never comes at it, The dark- 
nels of Agypr, was fuch,a firong and horrid thick darkneſs, 
that it was palpable it might be felt. Even darkneſs 
which may be felt. The darknc\s that is here threatned, 1s 
called darkneſs that may be f.1t; either by way of an Hy- 
perbole, to fignific what an exceeding great darkne(s 1 
ſhould be ; or elſe becauſe the Air ſhould be fo thicknes 
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with groſs miſts, and thick foggy vapours, that it might be 
felt ; or clic becauſe this extraordinary darkneſs (ſhould be 
cauſed by a withdrawment of the light of-the celcitial bo- 
cics, or by drawing a thick curtain of very black clouds 
becwixt mens eycsand them, Yet this horrid datknels was 
nothing to the darkneſs of Hell ; the derkneſs of A:gypt was 
'but as an Over calting for three dayes, Exod. 10. 22,23. Aad 
ek was a thick darkneſs in all the Land of Ag ypt three dayer. 
They ſaw not one anoth:r,neit ber roſe any from bis place three dayet. 
For three dayes they were deprived not only of the natural 
lights and lamps of Heaven, but of all artificial light alſo. *Ti 
poflible that the vapours might be fo thick and moilt as to put 
out their Candles, and all other lights that were kindled by 
thum. *Tis probable, that they had neither light from Sun, 
Moon, or Stars above, nor yet from fire or candle below : (6! 
hat they were 2s blind men, that could not fee at all, and as 
lame men,that could not move from their places: and fo they 
{ace ſi]l as under the arreſt of this darkneſs,becault they conkd: 
not fce what to do, nor whither to go. God would teach 
them the worth of light, by the want of it. Some think, that 
by that dreadful Judgement of thick darkneſs, they were} 
tilled with that terror and horror, that they durft not 66 
much as move from the places where they were fate down. 
But after theſe three dayes of darkneſs were over, the Eg ypti- 
ans enjoycd the glorious light of the Sun again, O but 
linners are in Hell, when they are in chains of darknefs,| 
when they are in blackneſs of darkneſs, they ſhall never ſee 
light more. Hell is a houſe without light. Gregory and all 
other Authors that I have caſt my eye upon, agree in this, 
that though our fire hath light as well as heat; yet the in- 
fernal fie hath only heat to burn finners : It has no light 
to refreſh finners; and this will be no (mall addition to 
their torment. A Philoſopher being asked, Whether it were 
not a pleaſant thing to behold the Sun ? anſwered, that that 
was a blind mans queſton, Surely life without light, is but 

a lifeleſs life. Bur, 
Fourthly, Our fire burns and conſumes only the body, it 
reaches not, it torments not the precious and _— 
oul ; 
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ſoul; but internal fire burns and corments both body and 
foul. N-»w the foul of paia, is the pain of the ſoul, Matth. 
10. 28. And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able 
to kid the foul ; but raiher fezr him which is able to d:ftony b tb 
body an ſoul 41 HI, If the Glutton 11 the hiſtorical Para | 14e 16, 24, 
ble, who nad but one half of himfcif in Hell, viz. bis foul, 
cried out, that he was horcibly corm:ncel ta thar flame. 
Waoat tongue can exprels, or heart conceive, how great the 
damneds torments thall be in Hell, when their boadics and 
fouls in the great day (hill be re-unired for torture. Be- 
loved, it is ajult and righteous thing with God, that ſuch 
bodies and fouls that have finned ( impznitently ) toge- 
ther, ſhould be cormented everlaftingly together. To this 
purpoſe, the Hebrew D.Qors have a very pretty Parable, 
viz, That a man planted an Orchard, and going trom home, | p,. x74 
was careful tO leave ſuch Watchmen, as might bath keep it 
from firangers, and not deceive him themielves: ther fore 
he appointed one blind, but irong of his limbs, and the other | 
ſeeing, but 8 Cripple. Theſe two in their Maſters abſence 
conſpired together, and the blind took the lame on his ſhould- | 
ers, and (o gathered the fruit, their Maſter returning , and 
finding out this ſubtilty , puniſhed them both together. 
Now to ſhall it be with thofe two finful companions, the or ey. 
ſoul and the body in the great day of our Lord. With $i-|g , 1.0 
meon and Levi they have been brethren in iniquity, and fo 
(hall be in eternal miſery. 4, As body and ſoy} have been one 
in finning, ſo they ſhall be one in ſuffering, ( only remem- 
ber this, that as the ſoul has been chief in fin, (o it ſhall be 
chief in ſuffering ) But O Sirs, if a conſumable body, b: | 
not able to endure burning flames for a day z how will an 
unconſumable ſoul and body, be able to endure the fcorch- 
ng flames of Hell for ever. But, 

Fifthly, Our fire waſteth and conſumeth whatſoever is vt 
calt into it. It curns fleſh into aſhes, it turns all combuſtibles 
into aſhes; but the fire of Hell is not of that nature. the 


— 


fire of Hell conſurnes nothing that is caſt into it: it rages, 

but it dos not wafie, cither bodies or fouls. Look as the | 

Salaniander liveth in the fire, fo ſhall the wicked live in | 
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| might be confurncd to aſhes, 


{ 


the fire of Hell for ever. They ſhall ſeck, for death, but they 
ſhall not find it. They ſhall defice to die, and death ſhall fly 
from them. They ſhalt cry to the Mountains to fall upon 
them, and to cruſh them to nothing. They ſhell defire that 
the fire that burns them, would conſume them to nothing : 
That the Worm that feeds on them, would gnaw them to 
nothing :; that the Devils which torment them, would tear 
them to nothing. They ſhall cry to God who firlt made 
hem out of nothing, to reduce them to that firſt nothing 
from whence thiy cams ; But he that mad: them, will not have 
mercy on them , he that firmed them, will not ſhew them ſo mach 
favour. Semper comburentur , nunquam conſumentur >, they 
(hall alwaycs be burned, but never confurned. Ah how well 
would it be with the darancd, if in the fire of Hcl! they 
But this is their miſery, they 
ſhall be ever dying, and yet never dye : their bodics ſhall be. 
alwaycs a burning, but never a conſuming. "Tis dreadful 
to be perpetual fucl to the flames of Hell, What miſery to 
this ? For infernal fire, to be (i Il a preying upon damned 


| (inners, and yet never makingan end of them.. The two 


hundred and fifty men that uſurped the Pricfts Ofhce, were 
conſumed by that fire that came out armed from the Lord 
againſt them. And the fire that Elijah, by an extraordinary 
ſpirit of prayer, brought down from heaven upon the two 
Captains, and their fifties conſumed them. The fierce and 
furious Ames of hcll, ſhall burn, but never annihilate the 
bodics of the damned. In hell there is no c«lſation of fire 
burning, nor of matter burned. Neither flames nor {moak 
(hall conſume or choak the impenitent 3 both the 'inferna] 
fire, and the burning of the bodies of Reprobates in tha! 
fire, ſhall be preſerved by the miraculous power and provi- 
dence of God. The foul through pain and corruption will 
loſe its beate vivere, its happy being; but it will not loſe 
its eſertialiter vivere, its eſſential life or being. Bur, 

Sixty and laftly, Our fire may be quenched and extin- 
guiſhed, The hotteſt flames, the greateſt confligrations, 
have been quenched and extinguifſh:d by water. Fires on 
our hearths, and in our chirnneys, are ſometirnes put out by 
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the Suns b:ams, and often they die and go out of them- 
ſelves, Our fire is maintained with wood, and put out 
| with water: but the fireof hell never goes out, it can ne- 
ver be quenched. It is an everlaſting fire, an eternal fire, an 
unquenchable fire. In Mark 9. frorn v. 43. to v. 49. this 
fire is no lets than five times faid to be unquenchable; as it 
the Lord could never ſpeak cnough ct ut. 
Holy Ghott. jgpever guilty of idle repetitions : but by thele 
frequent repetitions the Holy Gi.cft would teach men to 
lo*k about them, and to look upon it as a rcal thing, and 
as a ſerious thing, and not (port themſelves with unquench- 
able flarnes 3 nor go to H:1!1 in a dream. Certainly the fice into 
which the damned ſhall bez calt, ſhall be without all intermiffi 
on of time or pun ſhment. No tears, nor blood,nor time, can 
extinguiſh the tire of heil, Could every damned finner 
weep a whole Ocean, yet all thoſe Ocears together, would 
never extinguiſh one ſpark of infernal fire. The damaed 
are in everlatiing chains of darkne(s z they are under the 
vengeance of eternal fire: they are in blackneſs of darkeſt for 
ever, The ſmoke of their torment aſcended for ever and ever, and 
they ſhall have no reſt day nor night. Tne damned in h:1] 
would fain die, bat they cannot 3 Mrs fine morte, they (hall 
be alwayes dying, yet never dead 3 they (hall be alwayes a 
conſuming, yet never confumed. The ſmoak of their Fur- 
wece aſcends for ever and ever. Atirnu punientur fan, They 
(hall bz everlattingly punifhed, faith Molierus on Pſal. g. 17. 
And Mwſculus on the ſame Text faith, Animi impiorum cru 
ciatibus 4 bitis apud inferns punientuy, The ſouls of thein 
godly (hall be puniſhed in hell with deſerved rorments, Ub; 
fer mi liz millia annorum cruciandt, nec in ſeculd ſecnlorum libe- 
randi, faith Auguft, Myriades of years hall not determine 
or put a period to their ſufferings. Plato could (ay, that 
who ever are not expiated, but prophane 3 (hall go into hell 
fo be tormented for their wickednets, with the greatelt, the 
moſt bitter and terrible puniſhments, for ever in that priſon 
of hell. And Triſmegiſtzs cduld ſay, That ſouls going out of 
the body detiled, were toft to and fro with eternal puniſh- 
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ments. Yea, the very Turks ſpeaking of the houſe of per- 
| dition, 
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Alcorar. Mas | dition, do affirm, Tnat they who have turned Gods Grace 
hom. c. 14-9. 'jnto wantonneſs, ſhall abide eternally in the tire of hell, and 
4-4 + *9* | there be eternally tormented, . A certain Religious man go- 
þ. 199. ing to vilit Olympixs, who lived cloittcred up in a Monattery 

| near Fordan: and finding him cloittered up ina dark Cell, 


\ (warms of Gnats and Flyes; and asking him, how he could 
endure to live in ſuch a place : he anſwered, Al! this is but 8 
light matter, that I may eſcape eternal torments : Fen endure the 
ſtinging of Gnats, that I might not endure the ſtinging of conſci- 
ence, and the gnawing of that Worm 1hat never dies : this beat 
| thow think;ſt gricvoxs. I can- eafily endure, when ] think of the 
eternal fire of Hel: tbeſe ſufferings are but ſhort, but the ſufſe- 
rings of b.ll are eternal. Certaiuly icfernal fire is neither to- 
lerable nor termineble. The exircmity and eternity of hel. 
liſh corments, is fct forth by the Worm that never dieth, 
Chriſt at the cloſe of his Scrmon makes a threefold repetiti- 
on of this Worm, Mark 9.44. here their Worm dieth not, 
And again, ver. 46. Where th:ir Worm dieth not, And again 
ver. 409. Where their Worm dieth not, and #beir fire goeth nat 
out, Certainly thoſe puniſhments arc beyond all conception 
and expreſſion, which our Lord Jeſus doth fo often inculcate 
within ſo ſmall a pace. 


A Pentelogia ' In Hell there's nothing heard, but yels and cryes : 
_ fern, In Hell the Fire never ſlacks, nor Worm never djer. 
| But where this Helis plac'd ( my Muſe ) ſtop there. 
Lord ſhew me what it is, but never where. 
| To Worm and Fire, to torment: there 
— thE} No term he gave, they cannot wear. 
oets 

If after fo many millions of years, as there be drops in the 
Ocean, there might be a deliverance out of hell ; This 
would yield alittle cafe, alittle comfort to the damned: O 
but this word Eternity, Eternity, Eternity, this word Ever» 
{laſting, Everlaſting, Everlaſting, will even break the hearts 
of the damned in ten thouſand pieces. There is ſcarce any 
| pain or forment here on carth, but there is. ever ſome hope 


| which he thought uninhabitable, by reaſon of heat, and: 
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of caſe, mitiga:1on, or intermiſſion, there 1s fome hope of re- 
lief or delivery, but in hell the torments there, are all eaſc- 
cs, remedilels and endleſs. Hz:re if one fall into the fire, 
he may like a brand be pulled out of it, and (aved 3 but our 
of that fiery Lake, there is no redemption. That Mijcſty 
that the ſinner hath offended and provoked, is an intinite 
Majeſty. Now there mult be fome proportion betwixt the 
fingers fin, and his puniſhment and torment. Now the fin- 
ner being, a finite creature, he 1s not capable of bearing the 
weight of that puniſhment or torment that is intenlively 
infinite, becauſe it would be his abolithing or annihilating , 
and therefore he muſt b:ar the weight of that puniſhmen! 
or torment that is extenfively infinite; namely, duratione 
infinita, infinite in the continuance and endurance. What! 
is wanting in torment, multi be made up in time. Everlaſt. 
ing Fire and everlaſting pumſhment in the New Teftament, 
is direQly oppoled to eternal life; tothat bleſſed Hate of the 
righteous which will never have an end, And therefore ac- 
cording, to the Rules and Maximes of right reaſon, doth 
neceflarily import a puniſhment of the ſame duration, that 
the reward is. Now the Reward of the Saints in that other 
world, is granted on all hands to be everlaſting, to be eter- 
nal; and therefore the puniſhment of the damned, can't be 
but everlaſting and eternal too. The Rewards of the Ele& 
ſhall never be ended , therefore the puniſhment of the 
damned ſhall never be ended : becaule as the mercy of God is 
infinite towards the ele&, fo the Juſtice of God is infinite 
towards the Reprobate in hell : The Reprobate (hall have pu- 
aſhment without pity, miſery without mercy,forrow with: 
out luccour , crying without compaſſion, milchief without 
meaſure, and torment without end. All men in miſery com- 
fort themſelves with hope of an end : The Prifoner, with 
hope of a Gaol-delivery : the Marriner, with thehope of his 
[arrival in a ſafe harbour : the Souldier, with hope of victo 

ry; the Prentice, with hope of liberty 3 the Gally-flave, 
with the hope of ranſome : only the impenitent finncr hath 
no hope-in hell. He ſhall have end, withont end, death 
without death: night without day : mourning without 
| Qq mirth : 
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If the fire of 
Hell were 
[terminab!e, 1t 
might then be 
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but being 
endleſs, 1t 
mu#t needs be 
eaſcleſs and 
temedilcls. 
We may wel] 
{ay of it, as one 
doth, 'S} kil- 
ling life, Oh 
immortal 
death / 

Bellar. de arte 
Tmoriends, |. 2. 
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mirth ; forrow, without (ſolace : and bondage, without li- 


berty. Thedamaed ſhall live as long in hell, as God him- 
ſelf ſhall live in heaven : their impriſonment in that Land 


| of darkneſs, in that bottomleſs pit, is not an impriſonment 


during the Kings plcaſure ; but an impriſonment during the 
everlatting diſpleaſure of the King of Kings. Suppole ( fay 
ſome ) that the whole world were turned to a Mountain of 
Sand, and that a little Wren ſhould come every thoulandth 
year, and carry away from that heap one grain of fand, 
what an infinite number of years ( not to be numbred by all 
finite beings ) would be ſpent and expired, before this (up- 
poſed Mountain could be fetcht away. Now if a man ſhould 
lye in everlaſting burnings fo long a time, and then have an 
end of his wo; it would adminiſter ſome eaſe, refreſhment 
and comfort to him. But when that immortal Bird hall 
have carried away this ( ſuppoſed ) Mountain a thouſand 
times over and over : alas, alas, man ſhall be as far from the 
end of his anguiſh and torment, as ever he was. He (ball be no 
nearer coming out of hell, than he was the very firſt mo- 
ment thathe entered into hell. Suppoſe ( fay others ) that 
a man were to endure the torments of hell, as many years 
and no more, as there be ſands on the Sea-ſhore, drops of 
water in the Sea, Stars in heaven, leaves on the trees, piles of 
graſs on the ground, hairs on his head, yea, upon the heads 
of all the fonsof Adam, that ever were, or are, or ſhall be in 
the world, from the beginning of it to the end of it : yet 
he would comfort himſelf with this poor thought, Well, 
there will come a day, when my miſery and torment ſhall 
certainly have an end. But wo and alas, this word Ne- 
ver, Never, Never, will fill the hearts of the damned with 
the greateſt horror and terror, wrath and rage, amazement 
and aftoniſhment, , Suppoſe, ſay others, that the torments 
of hell were to end, after a little Bird ſhould have empticd 
the Sea, and only carry out her Bill full once in a thouſand 
years. Suppoſe, ſay others, that the whole world, from the 
lowefi earth to the highett heavens, were filled with grains 
of ſand, and once in a thouſand years, an Angel ſhould 
come and fetch away -one grain, and fo- continue till the 
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whole heap were ſpent, Suppoſe, ſay others, if one of the 
damned in hell ſhould weep after this manner, viz That he 
ſhould only let fall one tear in a hundred years; and thef 
ſhould be kept together, till (uch time 8s they ſhould equi] 
the drops of water in the Sca : how many millions of ages 
would paſs, before they could make up one River, much 
more a whole; and when that were done, ſhould he w:ep 
again after the ſame manner,till he had filled, fecond, a third, 
a fourth Sea, if then there ſhould be an end of their 
miſeries, there would be fome hope, om: comfort that they 
would end at laſt; but that ſhall never, never, never end. 
This is that which fi.ks them under the mott tormenting 
terrors and horrors! 

Drexelius makes this Obſervation from the words of our 
Saviour, John 15. 6. If a man abide nvt in me, be it caſt forth 
as a branch, and it s withered, and men gather them, and caſt 
them into the fire, and they are burned, Where he obſerveth, 
that the words: do not run in the Future Tenſe, he ſhall be 
caſt forth, and ſhall be caft into the fire, and burned ; but 
all in the Prefent Tenſe, he is caſt forth, is withered ; men 
caſt them into the fire, and they are burned. This ( faith 
he) isthe fiate and condition of the damned , They arc 
burned : that is, they arc alwayes burning : When a thou- 
land years are paſt, as it was at firſt, fo itis full, they arc 
burned : after a thouſand thouſand years more, as it was be- 


fore, ſo it is ſtill, they are burned : If after millions of years, | 
the queſtion was asked, What is now their ſtate and condi- | 


tion, whatdo they ? What ſuffer they ? how doth it fare 
with them ? there can be no other anſwer returned , bu: 
|they are burned : continually, and eternally burning. S0- 
ciniaus ſay, There will come a time, when the fallen Angels, 
and the wicked men, ſhall bz freed from interna! tor- 
ments. And Awgnſtine (peaks of ſome (fuch mercitul men in 
his time. And Origen held and taught, that not only impe- 
nitent Chriflians, but even Pagans and Devils after the term 


of a thouſand years, ſhould be releaſed out of Hell, and be-}*; 


come- 45 bright Angels in heayen, as they were before. But 
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Leto de Paſ. 
cov I2, C. 4+ 


{ cleanſeth ws from all our ſins, Now ſuch as arc waſhed and 


before ( the clear evidence of ) thoſe ſad and (crious truths, 
chat I have now tendered to your conlideration. And 
chus I have ſhzwed you the difference between our Fire and 
H<llf re. 

Now Oye Citizens of London, who truly fear the Lord, 
and who arc united to Chriſt by faith, know for your ever» 
lifting comfort and ſupport, that Chriſt has ſecured you from 
infernal Fire, from, everlaſting Fire, from unquenchable Fire, 
from eternal Fire, and from the Worm that never dieth : as 
you may ſce clearly and fully, by comparing the Scripturesin 
the Margent together, Chrilt by his blood hath quenched 
the violence of infernal flames, fo that they ſhall never 
ſcorch you, nor burn you, hurt you, noyharm you. Nebu- 
chadnezZars Fiery Furnace, was a Type of Hell ( (ay ſome ) 
Now look as the three Children ( or rather Champions ) 
had not one hair of their heads findged in that FieryFurnace, 
{ſo Hell Fire ſhall never finge one hair of your heads. Your 
intereſt in Chriſt, is a noble and C.fficient ſecurity to you 
againſt the flames of Hell. Pliny ſaith, that nothing in the 
world, will fo ſoon quench fire, as Salt and Blood ; and 
therefore in many Countreys where they can get plenty of 
blood, they will uſe (alt and b'ood, rather than Water, to 
quench the Fire. If you caſt water on the Fire, the Fire wil 
quickly work it out; but if you caſt blood upon it, it will 
damp itin a moment, OSirs, Chriſts blood has fo quench. 
ed the flames of Hell, that they ſhall never be able to ſcorch 
or burn thoſe ſouls that are intereſted in him. The effu- 
fion of Chriſts blood is (o rich and available ( faith my Au- 
thor ) that if the whole multitude of captive finners would 
believe in their Redeemer, not one ſhould be detaincd in the 
Tyrants Chains. All choſe ſpots that a Chriſtian findsin 
his own heart, ſhall. firſt or laſt, be waſhed out in the blood of 
the Lamb. 1 John x, 7, The blood of Feſus Chriſt bis Son 


cleanſed from their fins in the blood of Jeſus, ſuch ſhall ne- 
ver experimentally know, what everlaſting burnings , or 4 
devouring Fire means. Such as are waſht in Chrilts blood, 
needs no purifying by Hells flames. Pliny faith of Poliwm, 
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that it 15 a preſervative againft Serpents. Sure 1 am, that the 
blood of Chritt is an effeCtual prelervative agunit all infernal 
S:rpents and infernal forments. 

You believing Citizens, who have ſet up God as the ob- 
jet of your fear, and whoſe hearts are enflamed with love 
to Chriſt ; know for your everlatting refreſhment, that 
Chrift has freed you, and fecured you from everlaſting Fire, 
from unquenchable Fire, from eternal Fire; and therefore 
bear up {weetly, bear up cheerfully under that Fiery diſpen- 
ſation that has paſt upon you. What 13 the burning of 
your houſes, and ſubſtance, to the burning of bodies and touls? 
in Hell? What was the Fire of London, to infernal Fire ? 
What is a Fire of four or five dayes continuance, to that 
everlaſting Fire, to that unquenchablec Fire, to that eternal 
Fire that you have deſerved ; and that free-Grace hath pre- 
ſerved you from. A frequent and ſerious conſideration ol 
Hell Fire, ( asI have openedit unto you ) and of your happy 
deliverance from it, may very well bear and cheer up your 
hearts under all your greate(i ſuft:rings by that dreadful Fire, 
that has turned b:loved L»don into a ruinous heap. 


Sir, You have been a diſcourling about helliſh torments ; 
but far the further clearing up of the truth, we deſire your 
ſerious Anſwer to this ſad Queſtion, viz. 


Hiw will it ftand with the unſpotted Holineſt, Fuſtice and 
Righteouſneſ; of God, to puniſh a temporary offence with eternal pu- 
mfbments ? for the evil of puniſhment ſhould be but commenſurate 
to the evil of fin, Now what proportion is there betwixt finite 
and infinite * Why feould the finner lye in belliſh tormems for 
ever and ever, for ſinning but a ſhort time, a few years in this 
world 2 


I judge it very neceſſary, to ſay ſomething to this impor- 
tant Queſtion, before I come to diſcourſe of thoſe Duties 
that are incumbent upon thoſe Citizens whoſe houles 
are turned into a ruinous heap : and therefore take me 


thus, 
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' 1a nunquam voluit carere peccato, juſtum eſt, © nunquam caret 
| ſupplicio. 
| ver be without fin, it is juſt that it ſhould never be without 
| puniſhment in. the life to come. Many of the men of tne 


{ bearance,long-ſuffering,gentlene(s and goodneſs, whichſhould 
| have lead them' to aſpeedy repentance , to a ferious 1e- 
| | peAtance. | 


Firlt, Gods Will 15 the Rule of Righteoufacls, and there- 
fore what he do:h or ſhall do, mult needs be righteous. He 
is Lord of all; he hath a Soveraign Right and an abſolute 
Supremacy over the creature : he 15 the only Potentate, 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords: he is the Judge of 
the whole world. And ſpz/l not the Fudge of all the carth 
do right ? But, | 

S:condly, I anſwer, There is a Principle in man to fin} 
eternally : and therefore it 1s but juſt with God, if he puniſh 
him eternally, The duration of torment, reſpeCts the diſpo- 
lition of the delinquent. Pane fingulorum inequales intenti- 
one, f&4ae omnium equales duratione, It the finner ſhould live 
ever, he would diſhonor God ever, and crucitic the Lord of 
Glory ever, and grieve the Spirit of Grace ever, and tran(- 
grels a righteous Law ever 3 and therefore *tis jult with God 
fo puniſh ſuch finnces for ever. If the finner might live eter- 
nally, he would fin eternally , if he might live ſtill, he would 
tin (till. Though the ſinner loſes his life, yet he dos not loſe 
his will to fin. Sinners ſin as much as they can, and as long 
as they can; and did not the grave put a fiop to their luſts, 
their hearts would never put a fiop to their luſts. The fin- 
'nex fins in his eternity, and God puniſhes in his eternity, 
The finner never loſes his will to fin ; his will to fin is ever- 
laſting; and therefore *tis but juſt with God, that his pu- 
niſhment ſhould be everlaſting. A will to fin is fin in Gods 
account. God looks more at the will, than at the deed ; 
and therefore that being laſting, the puniſhment muſt be 
ſo. The mind and intention of the ſinner, is to fin ever- 
laſtingly,cternally: if the finner ſhould live alwaycs, he would 
lia alwayes 3 and therefore as one faith, ©uia mens in bac vi- 


Becauſe the mind of man in this life, would ne- 


| old world lived eight or nine hundred years , and yet faith 
and repentance was hid from their eyes : that patience, for- 


fins, nor never repent of their fins, and therefore God will 
never be weary of plaguing them, nor never repent of pu 
niſhing th.m. The ſinner never leaves his lin, till fin tirft 
leaves him : did not death put a ſtop to his fin, he would 
never ceale from 19. This may be illuſtrated by a timilitude 
thus, A company of Gamefters reſolve to play all night, and 
accordingly they tit down to Chefs, Tables, or ſome other 
Game, their Candle accidentally, or unexpeRedly goes out, 
or is put out, or burnt out, their Candle b:ing our, they axe 
forced to give over their Game, and go to bedin the dark; 
but had the Candle lafted all night, they would have play- 
ed allnight. This is every finners cafc, in regard of fin, did 
not death put out the candle of life, the finner would fin 
fill, Should'the finner live for ever, he would lin for ever ; 
and therefore it is a riFteous thing with Zod, to puniſh him 
for ever in helliſh torrgents. Every impenitent finner would 
lin to the dayes of eternity, if he might bat live to the dayes 
of eternity, Plal. 74.10. O God how long ſhall the adverſary 
reproach ? Shall the enemy blaſpheme thy name for ever. For 
ever and evermore; or for ever and yet : ( for fo the He- 
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pentance, to a thorough repentance, to that repentance that] 
was never to be repented of; was only made uſe of to pa- 
tronize their lewdneſs and wickedaels, This is certain 
wicked men left to themiſclves, will never be weary of their | p,;;44: ; 


brew loves toexaggerate ) as if the tinner, the blafphemer, 
would ſet a term of duration longer than eternity to fin in. 
The Pialmift implicitely faith, Lord,if thou doft but let them 
alone for ever, 'they will certainly blaſpheme thy name for | 
ever and ever, | I have read of the Crocodile, that he knows | 
no Maximum quod fic, he is alwayes growing bigger and 
bigger, and never comes to a certain pitch of Monſttolity fo 
long as he lives @ «am din vivit creſcit. Every habituated | 
fmncx would ( if he were let alone ) beſuch a Monſier, per- 
petually growing, worſer and worſer. But, | 

Thirdly, I anſwer, That God againſt whom they have 
linned is- an infinite and eternal good. Now a finite | 
creature can't Bear an infinite puniſhment intenſively, and | 


therefore he mult bear it extenfively They have ſinned im- | 
penitently | 


j 
| 


eter o [.0, ergo 
ty 14. 
ettri0 Det. 
Au? iſt ne. 

The ſinner 
alwaycs ſinnel 
in h:s crer- 
nity,therefor2 | 
he ſhall al- 
wayes be pu- 
niſhed in Gods 
eternity. 
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Sin is :0'%74 |[penitently againſt an infimite Majclty, and accordingly their 
Dem "of: 147 | 2uniſhment muſt be infinite, Now b<cauſe it cannot be 1n+ 


_ \1a7e. | Lnite, in regard of the degree, men being but hnite creatures, 
bbs... /*" Jand ſono capible of infinite torments at one time : there- 


tore their puniſhment mult be infinite in the length and con- 
tinuance of it, What is wanting in torment, mult be made 
up in time. Every lin is of an infinite nature, becauſe of 
che infinite dignity of the perſon againft whom 1t 1s com- 
mitted ; and therefore i: deſerveth an infinite pun ſhnent; 
which b-cauſe it can't be infinite ſecundum intentionem, 1n the 
iatention and greatnels of it; It r«maineth that it ſhould be 
1/7:de Aunt. infinite, ſecundum durationem, in r. (pct of the duration and 
21.611» 1 -ontinuance of the ſame. Mark, all puniſhments 0+:g)t to 
CvtateP*. [bs levicd according to the dignity of him, againſt whom 
the offence 1s commitred, Words againſt common perſons, 
ear but common ations; words againſt Noble men, are 
ſcandala magnate, great (cardals; but words againlt Princes, 
are Treaſon. So the dignity ot the per fon againft whom fin 
is committed, dos excecdingly aggravaie the tin. To firike 
an inferiour man, is matter of Arreſt, but to firike a King, 
is matter of death, Now what an infinite diltance and 
diſproportion, is thexe between the Lord of Hoſts and fuch 
poor crawling Worms as weare, he beirg holineſs, and we 
[tinfulneſs; he fulne(s, and we emptine(s 3 he omnipotency,, 
and we impotency; he Majeſty, and we vanity; he ( inftet 
omnizm ) all in all, and we nothing at all. Now to fin 
againſt ſuch an infinite glorious Majelty, deſerves infinite pa- 
mihment, Bur, - 

4 Fourthly, 1 anſwer, Though the a& of fin be tranſient, 
yet it leaveth ſuch a (tain upon the foul, as is permanent, 
and continueth in it evcrmore, and evermore it diſpoſcth 
the ſinner unto fin ( if it be not pardoned and purged out 
by mercy and Grace ) and thereforc it is but jult, that this 
As long as the [perpetual purpoſe of finning, ſhould be puniſhed with per? 
guilt of 6n re- |ceruity of pain. Theguilt and Rain of fin, of its own na 
—— 4s me 4 |ture, and unpardored; endures eternally upon the ſoul; and 
torments will {therefore what can follow, but eternal torments. Thelalt- 
remain. ing continuance--of fin, s remarkably deſcribed by the Pro- 
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phet Zeremiab, Chap. 17. 1. The fin of Judah is written with 
8 Pen: of Tron, and with the point of a Diamond ; it is graven 
won the table of their bearts, Not only written, but en- 
graven that no hand can deface it. Slight not the commilli- 
on of any lin, it periſhcs not with the ating. The leaft va- 
nity hath a perpetuity, nay, anctcrnity of guilt upon it. $+n 
leaving a blot in the (ou), brings the matter of Hell fire, is 
eternally puniſhed, b:cauſe there is (till matter for that cycr- 
laſting fire to work upon. Burt, 
Filthly, T anfwer, Though death put an end to mens lives, 
yet not to fins, Hell is as full of tin, as it is of puniſhment or 
torment. Though che Schoolmen determine, that after this 
|life, men are capable neither of merit nor demeritz and 
therefore by their fins do not incurr a greater meaſure of 
puniſhment z yet they grant, that they tin (till, Though 
when the creature is actually under the ſentence of con- 
demnation, the Law ccafes to any further puniſhmcer, yet 
there is an obligation to the precepts of the Law till. 
Though a man be bound only to the curſe of the Law, as 
he is a finner, yet heis bound to the precept of the Law, as 
he is a creature: (o that though the demerit of ſin ceaſeth 
after death, yet the nature of fin remaineth : though by 
finning they do not incurr a higherand a greater degree © 
puniſhment , yet as they continue finning, fo it is juſt with 
God, there ſhould be a continuation of the puniſhment al- 
ready inflicted. Bur, | 
Sixthly, I anſwer, It is no injuſtice in God,to puniſh tem- 
poral offences with perpetual torments. God meaſurcth the 
puniſhment, by the greatneſs of the offence, and not by the 
time wherein the ſin was ated. Murder, Adultery, Sacri- 
ledge, Treaſon, and the like capital crimes, are doomed in 
the Judicatories of men, to death without mercy, and ſome- 
times to perpetual impriſonment , or to perpetual baniſh- 
ment; and yet theſe high offences were committed and 
doneina ſhort time. Now this bears a proportion with 
eternal torments. O Sirs, if the offences committed 
againſt God , be infinitely heinous , why may not the 
puniſhment be infinitely lafling. Sinners offences, as 
Rr Auſtin 
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Aug. de C'v't. | Auftin well obſerves, arc not to be meaſured remports longi- 
De 4.1, C11.) euedine, by the length of time wherein they were done: but 


iniquitatis magnitudine, by the foulneſs of the crime ; and if 
lo,then God 15 Jult in binding the finner in everlafiing chains. 


and that he is an omnifcient and an omnipotent God, and 


We mult remember, that God 1s a great and a glorious God, 


that he 15 a mighty, yea, an almighty God, and that he is a 
noly and 2 jult God, and that he is ( out of Chrift ) an in- 
compreheniible, incommunicab!e, and very-terrible God, and 
(hat he is an infinite, eternal, and independent God. And 
we mult remember, that man is a ſhaddow, a bubble, z 
vapour, a dream, a baſc, vile, ſinful, worthleſs Worm. Now 
thcele things being conſidered, muſt we not confels, that 
eternity it fclf, 1s 190 ſhort a ſpace, for GoJ to revenge him- 
(elf on finners in. Bur, 

Seventhly and lafily, I anſwer, Sach finners have but what 
they choſe. Whuileſt they lived under the means of Grace, 
the God of Grace fat before them Heaven and Hell, Glory 
and miſery, eternal life, and eternal death; fo that if they 
cternally miſcarry, they have none to blame but themſclves, 


for chooting Hcll rather thin Heaven, miſery rather than 
glory, and eternal death, rather than eternal life. Ah how 
treely, how fully, how frequently, how graciouſly, how glo-| 
riouſly, hath Chriſt been offered in the Goſpel to poor fin- 
ners, and yet they would not chooſe him, they would not 
cloſe with him; they would not embrace him, nor accept of 
him, nor enter-into a marriage Covenant with him, nor re- 
hign themſelves up to him, nor part with their luſts to enjoy 
him : They would not come to Chriſt, that they might have 
life 3. they thghted infinite mercy, and deſpiſed the riches of 
Grace, and trode under foot the blood of the everlaſting 
Covenant, and fcorned the cfters of eternal falvation;. and 
therefore 'tis but jul, that they ſhould lye down in everl:(i- 
ing {orrows. How czn that finner be (aved, that flill re- 
fules (alvation ? How can mercy (ave him, that wall not be 
ſaved by mercy ? yea, how can Chriſt (ave ſuch a man, that 
will not be ſaved by him ? All the world can'c ſave that 
man from going to Hell, who is pcremptorily reſolved, that 


he 
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he will not go 'to Heaven. Sinners have boldly and daily 
'refuſed eternal life, eterna] mcrcy, cternal glory; and there- 
fore 'tis but juſt, that th.y ſhould endure eternal miſery. 
And let thus much fuffice for anſwer to the Obje@ion. 


But Sir, pray what are thoſe duties that are incumbent upon 
thoſe that have been burnt up, and whoſe habitations are n:w 
laid in its aſhes ? 


* Tanſwcr, They are theſe that follow. 


Firſt, See the hand of the Lord in this late dreadful firezac- 
knowledge the Lord to be the Author of all Jadgements, and 
of this in particular. *Tis a high point of Chriliiza Prudence 
and Piety, to acknowledge the Lord to be the Author of all 
perſonal or National (uffezings that bfall us, J-r. 9. 12. Who 
is the wiſe man that may underſtand this * for what the Land 
perifheth, and is burnt up like a Wilderneſs that none paſſth 
throwgh. It is very great wiidom to know from whom 3ll 
our affliQtions come and for what all our «M'Rions come 
upon us. God looks that we ſhould obſerve his hand in 
all our ſufferings. Hear the 1:4, and who bath appointed it. 
God challenges all forts of afliQions, as his own [pecial Ad- 
miniſtration, Amos 3. 6. Ir there any evil im the City, and the 
Lord bath not done it ? IT form the light, and create darkguſs 
I make peace, and create evil, I the Lord do all thiſ: things, 
16. 45. 7- God takes it very hainouſly, and looks upon it 
as a very gecat indignity that is put upon his Power, Pao- 
'vidence and Juſtice , when men will neither fee nor ac- 


rings, that he brings upon them : Of ſuch the Prophet I/ai- 
& complains, Chap. 26. 11. Lord when thy hand is lifted up, 
they will not ſee, The hand, the power of the Lord was fo 
remarkable and conſpicuous in the Judgements that were 
inflicted upon them, as might very well wring an acknow- 
ledgement out of them, that it was the Lord that had flirred 


fully and deſperately ſhut their eyes againſt all the ſeverities 
Rr 2 


of 


knowledge his hand in thoſe fore att} Qions and (ad ſuffe- þ 


his wrath and indignation againſt them : and yet they wil-] 


Lev. 26 41: 
Mich. 7- 9. 


Mich. 6 g. 
See this Text 
fully opened 
in my firſt 
Epiſtle ro my 
Treatiſe ou 
( loſet Prayer. 


| 


London's Lamentations 01 


—w_— _ 


Job Js 21. 


| ſee the hand of the Lord in waſting and defiroying Judge- 


{out of Stars, Chance and Fortune, and fo fix upon any 


of God, and would not behold that dreadful hand of his 
that was fixetched out againſt them, O S1rs, God looks up 
on himſclf as reproached and flandered, by fuch who will 
not fee his hand in the amazing Judgements that he infligs 
upon them, Jer. 5. 12. They bave belied the Lord, and ſaidit 
is not be : Oras the Hebrew runs, be is nt. Such was the 
Atheiſm of the Jews, that they lighted divine warnings, 
and deſpiſed all thoſe dreadful threatnings ( of the Sword, 
Famine and Fire ) which ſhould have lead them to repen- 
tance, and (© tacitely faid, the Lord is not God : ſuch who 
either ſay, that God is not omniſcient, or that he is not om- 
nipotent, or that he is not ſojaſt, as to execute the Judge. 
ments that he has threatned. Such belie the Lord, ſuch de- 
ny him to b: God. Many feel the rod, that cannot hear it; 
and many experience the ſmart of the rod, that don't ſee 
the hand that holds the rod ; and this is ſad. How can the 
natural man withuut faichs proſpe@tive, look fo high, as to 


ments. By common experience we find, that natural men 
are mightily apt to father the evil of all their ſufferings up- 
on ſecondary cauſes; ſometimes they cry out, this is from 
a diſternper in nature, and at other times they cry out, this 
is from a bad Air : Sometimes they cry out of the malice, 
Plots, envy and rage of men; and at other times they cry 


thing, rather than the hand of God, But now a gracious| 
Chriſtian under all his ſufferings, he overlooks all ſecondary 
cauſcs, and fixes his eye upon the harid of God. You know 
what foſeph (aid to his unnatural Brethren, who fold him| 
for a flave; Non vor, fed Deus , "Twas not you, but God that 
ſent me imo Aigypt, Fob met with many fore loſſes and fad| 
croſſes, but under them all, he over-lookt all inſtruments, al 
{econdary cauſes; he over-looks the Sabeans, and the Chat- 
deans, and Satan, and fixes his eye upon the hand of God : 
The Lord bath given, and the Lord bath takin away; bleſſed be 
the name of the Lord, Judas, and Annas, and Caiaphss, and 
Pilate, and Herod, and the bloody Souldiers, had alla deep 
hand in the ſufferings of Chriſt, butyet he over-looks them 


all, 
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all, and fixes his eye upon his fathers hand. The cup which 
my Father bath given me, ſhall I nit drink it. This cup was 
the cup of his (ufferings. Now 1a all his {ad (ſufferings he 


Ifcrings write after this Copy that Chrilt has fer before us 
let this touch (uffice here. 


Secondly, Labour to juſiitie che Lord wall that he has 
done ; Say, the Lord is righteous, though he hath laid your 
City defolate. When Feruſalem was la1d detolate, and the 
Wall thereof broken down, and the Gates thereof were 
burnt with fire; Nebemiab juſtihcs the Lord, Chap. 9. 33. 
Howbeit, thow art juſt in al that is browght up us, for thou 
baft done right, but we bave done wickedly. The fame Spirit 
Was upon ; «Arr Larn. 1. 1, 4, 8. How doth the City fir 
ſolitary, that was full of perple ? H-w is ſhe become as a Wi- 
dow ? She that was great among the Nations, and Princ'fi among 
the Provinces ? How is ſhe become tributary * The wager of 
Lion do mowrn, becauſe none come to the ſulemn feaſts: alt her 
Gater are deſolate; ber Priifts ſigh, her Virgins are affi:ded, and 

is in bitterneſs. The Lord is righteous, for IT bave rebelled 
nt bis commandment. The (ame Spirit was upon David, 
Phl. 119.75. I know, O Lorg, that thy Fudgements areright, 
and that thow in ſaithſulneſs baft afflided me, So Plal 145.17. 
The Lord is righteons in al bir wayis, and boly in all bu works. 
This Maxim we muſt live afid dye by, though we don't 
alwayes fce the reafori of his proceedings. *Tis granted on 
all hands, that voluntes Dei eft ſumma, perfefiſſima, & infalli- 
bilis Regula divine juſtitie, © Des ſibi ipſt lex eſt, The will 
of God is the chiefeft, the moli perfeR and infallible Rule of 
Divine Jafticez and that God 1s a Judge to himſelf. Shall 
nat the Fudge of all the earth do right la this Negative ques 
tion , is emphatically implyed, an Athrmative Poſition: 
which is, that God above all others, mult and will do right; 
becauſe from his Judgement there is no appeal. Abraham 
conſidering, the Natare and Juſtice of God, was confidently 
aſſured, that God could not do otherwile but right. Huh 
Rr 3 


John 18. 13. 


had fill an eye co his Fathers hand. Let us in all our tuf- | 


But of this I have ſpoken very largely already, and therefore | 


| 


t 
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- God turn'd you out of houſe and home, and marred all your 


| 

{ 

! ons, yet righteouſneſs and judg«ment are the habitation of 
i his Throne, It hath been a day of Gods wrath in London, 
{ 

{ 

| 


'on, a day of darkneſs and gloominels, a day of clouds 


| ſpake again|t us, and againſt owr Fudges that judged us, by bring- | 


pleaſant things, and ſtript you naked as the day wherein you 
were born: yes. Why if he hath, he hath done you no 
wrong : he can do you no wrong : he 15s a Law to himſelf; 
and tus righteous Will is the Rule of all Juſtice. God can 
as foon ceaſe to b:, as he can ceaſe to do that which is juſt 
ard right.So Pla.g7.2.Clouds and darkneſs are round about bim; 
Righteouſneſs and Judgement are the babitati-n of bts throne, 
Clouds and darin.fs, notes the terribleneſs of Gods admini- 
 ftrations.: though God be very terrible in his ad miniftrati- 


a day of trouble and diſtreſs, a day of walting and defolati- 


and thick darkneſs, as it was once in feruſalem ; yet righte-| 
ouſne(s and judgement are the habicetion of his Throne; 
or asit may be tranſlited, are the foundation of his Throne. 
' Gods Scat of Judgement, is alwayes founded in righteouſneſs, 
So Daniel 9. 12, And he bath confirmed bis words which he | 


ing upInws a great evil: for under the whole beaven bath not 
been done, as hath been done upon Fernſalem. Ver. 14. The Lord 
our God is righteous in all bis works which be doth; for we 
obeyed not bis voice. God is only righteous, he is perſeRly 
righteous, he is exemplarily righteous, he is everlaſtingly 
righteous, he is infinitely rightcous, and no unrightcouſnels 
dwcllsin him. There are four things that God can't do: 
1. He can'tlie. 2, He can't die. 3. He ca'nt deny himſelf; Nor 
4. He can't look upon iniquity, and not loath it ; he can't 
behold iniquity and approve of it, or delight ia it, God has 
a Soverainty over all your perfons and concernments in this 
world; and therefore he may do with you, and all that is 
yours 25 he pleaſeth 5 upon this account you ought to ſay, 
The Lord is righteous, though he hath laid your habitati- 
ons deſolate, and burnt up your houſes before your eyes. Its 
true, God has dealt feverely with London; but he might 
have dealt moreſeverely with it : he might have burnt up | 


every houle; and he might have conſumed every inhabitant 
in 


AA 
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in dons flames. He might have made good that ſad word 


devour them. The Cit:zens of London may fay with good 
Ezrs, God hath puniſhed us leſs than our intquities deſerve : 
and therefore it highly conceras them to ſay, The Lord is 
righteowr. All that God doth is god; you know what H-- 
ztkiab (aid, 2 Kings 20. 19. Good is the word of the Lord. 
This was a hard word, a (ad word,that all his treature th ould 
be carried unto Babylon, and his Sons allo, and made Servants 
there : and yet he faith, Odod is the word of the Lord. What 
ever God doth is good. God 1n that he is good, faith One ) 
can give nothing, do nothing, but that whichis good ; ochers 
do frequently, he cannot poſſibly. - Upon this account allo 
it concerns us to ſay, The Lord is righteous, though ous 
City be laid defolate, *Tis better to bz under a tiery Rod, 
than to be wallowing in the mire of ſia. 'Tis better that 
Lmdon (bould be laid defolate, than that God ſhould Cy, 
England farwell. Thats a Chriſtian worth G Id, who can 
ſeriouſly, heartily and habitually ay, The Lord is righteous, 
though all our pleaſant things are laid defolate. 


1 would ſay, the L1rd is righteous ,, but by this fiery diſpenſation 
[ am turned out of bouſe and home. wy 


Now in anſwer to this ObjeQion, give me leave to en- 
quire, . 

Firſt, Whether your houſe was dedicated to the Lord by 
afting and prayer, or not ? If it were only dedicated to the 
ſervice of fin, Satan, or the world, no wonder if the Lord has 
[curned it in'0a heap. Bur, 


up. Chriſt; and holineſs, and holy orders in your houſe or ao ? 
Did you in good earneſt reſolve with Foſbro, That you and 
your houſe world ſerve the Lord, Joſh. 24. 15. If not, no won- 
der, if the Lord has laid your habitations deſolate. Bur, 
Thirdly, Give me leave to enquire, Whether you did la- 
[bour and endeavour to the utmoſt of what you were able, 
thac Chriſt might have a Church in your houſe or no? 
Col 


Secondly, Give me leave to enquire, Whether you had (et}] 
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upon ther, They ſhall go from one fire, and another fre ſhall | Erck, 15 
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| ready Miniltry of theſe jervants of the Lord, in entertaining 


laſt thing in their praiſe, was that they had a Church in their 


Col. 4.15. Salute the Brethren, which are in Lnodicea, and 
Nymphas, and the Church which is in his bouſe : that 1s, faith 
Dr. Hammond, which meets together in his houſe, 1 Cor, 
16. 19. The Churches of Alia ſalute you. Aquila and Priſcilla 
ſalute you much in the Lerd, with the Church that is in their 
houſe. Philemon v. 2. And to owr beloved Apptia, and Ar- 
chippus our felow Souldier, and to the Church in thy houſe, Phj. 
lemons houſe was a publick meeting-houſe, where the faith- 
ful had their Aſſemblies; and {o continued for many years 
after, as Theodiret and others witnefſeth. Some undcrfiand 
this laſt Scripture, of the Church which kept their” Aﬀſerm- 
blics in Philemons houſe, Others underſtand it of his houſe- 
hold, which was as a little Church in his houfe. Rom. 16. 5, 
Likewiſe greet the Church that is in their houſe. Chryſoſtome by 
the Church in their houſe, underſtands their Chriſtian F4- 
mily ; who ſaith he, were ſo godly, as to make their whole 
houſe the Church, Origen interpreteth it, of the faithful and 


of the Saints in their houſe. 3. Theophyla# thinketh it to 
be called the Church in their houſe, becauſe the faithful 
wereentertained there. 4. But beſide this, it (eemeth that 
their houſe was a place for the Saints to Aﬀemble in : there 
the Congregation uſed to come together. Martyr, 5. The 


houſe : either, for that their family, for their godly order ob- 
ſerved in it, ſeemed to be a Church, orelſe for the faithful 
gathered together in their houſe, to celebrate their Aﬀemblies, 
for they might not have in mofi places [the free uſe of their 
Chriſtian Religion, through the malice of the Jewes on the 
one hand, and the rage of the Gentiles on the other hand. 
Conſult Ads 13. and 14. Wilſon. In this great City of Kome' 
thete were divers Aﬀemblies of Believers, which were held' 
in forme private mens houſes, where they might meet ſafeft; 
the fate then, and ſome hundred years after, not permitting 
them any publick Templesor Auditories to meet in : as Our 
Engliſh Annotators obſerve upon the place. In each particu- 
lar family laficited, there was a Church of Chrift. Now have 
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of Chriſt 1n your particular families 3 if fo, well it 15 with you, 
though you have loſt all, If not, do'at wonder that God 
has lad your houſes deſolate. Adam had a Church in his 
houſe : ſo had Abrabam, and F acob, and Foſhnab, and David, 
and Cornelizs , well governed Families, may in {ome ſenſe b: 
well reputed Churches. The houſe of George Prince of Anbalt, 
for the good orders therein obſerved, is (aid to have been, 
Eccl fa, Academia,Curi:z, Ah London, London, it may be, there 
might have been more houſes;ftanding within thy Walls, than 
now there 1s, if every particular houſe had been as a parti- 
cular Church to Chriſt, As for ſuch houſes where there 
were no exercifes of Religion; 3s for ſuch houſes where 
idlene(s , cheating, lying, curting, ſwearing, ()andering, game- 
ing, drunkennels, uncleanncls and riotoulſnels were ram- 
punt; They were rather the Devils Chappe!, than Chrifts 
Church; and therefore it was juft with God to lay ſuch ha- 
bitations deſolate, Bur, 

Fourthly, Give me leave to enquire, whether you were 
friends or enemics to Gods houſe, Now Gods houſe is his 
Church and his Church is his houſe : Heb.3.5,6. And Moſes 
verily was faithful in all bis bouſe, as a ſervant : But Chriſt as 
s Son, over bis own bouſe, whoſe bomſe arg we. 1 Pet. 2.5. 
Te alſo as lively ſtones are built up a ſpiritual bowſe, an holy 
Prieft bood, to offer up ſpiritual $ acrifices acceptable to God by Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, So 1 Tim. 3.15. That thow maift know haw thou 
oughteſt to bebave thy ſelf in the houſe of God, which is the Church 
of +be lsving God, the pillar and ground of the truth. Prov. g. 1. 
Wiſdom bath builded her bowſe, ſhe bath. hewen out ber ſeven pil- 
lars, Wiidom, NOIN coH:kmarh, the Hebrew word is Plu- 
ml, wiſdoms: Wiſdoms hath built her a houſe. By Wif- 
doms, ſome underftand the Trinity of perſons, but moſt 
conclude, that by wiſdoms is meant ous Lord Jcſus Chriſt, 
in whom arc hid all the treaſures of wiſdora and know- 
ledge. The word is Plural for honour ſake. As Princes 
write, we command; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is faid to be 
Wiſdoms in the Plural number, to note, that he is the ſove- 
raign and (upream wiſdom, and that he is inficad/of all wiſ- 
doms, and comprehends all ' 7 os in himſelf : all the 

S world 


2 Tim. 2. 20. 
Num. 12. 7, 
Joſh..1. 2. 


Col. 2, 3. 
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{ world being fools in compariſon of him. Wiſdoms hath 
' built her a houſe. 1. Some take this houſe to be the Hy. 
| manenature of Chriſt ; but that was not then built. 2. Others 
Gat. «. 1223s. underſtand it of the work of Grace in mans foul : but this 
the Spirit commonly works in this houſe, by the Miniſtry of 
the word. | 3. Others by this houſe , underftand Hcaven, 
that upper houſe, that houſe of State, in which Chriſt faith 
there are miny Manlions ; but this can'c, becauſe the houſe 
in the Text, is ſuch a houſe, to which Wiſdom doth imme. 
| diately invitc,and call all her gueſts. But 4. and lattly, Others 
by houſe, underſtand the Church of Chrift on earth, for the 
1 Pet. 2-5- |Church Militant, is a houſe baile up of many lively tones : 
and with theſc I cloſe. - Now by theſe Scriptures, it is very 
| plain, that Gods houſe is his Church, and his Church his 
houſe. Now if you were enemies to Gods houſe, if you 
| hated- his houſe, and deſigned and endeavoured to pull 
Mat23-37235% | down his houſe; no wonder that the Lord has laid your 
_ 12-223" | houſes deſolate, Such who cry out concerning his houſe, 

by raſc it, raſc it, even to- the foundation thereof, Pal. 137. 7. 
may oneday want a houſe to live in. 

It is obſervable, that in private houſes, Chriſt his Apoſfiles 
and particular Churches, and Primitive Chriſtians frequently 
uſed to meet ( when the times were dangerous, (Job.20.19. 
| Wuke24.33- | Then the ſame day at evening, being the firſt day of the wack, 

| when the doors were ſhnt, where the Diſciples were cſſcmbled for 
fear of the Fews, came Jeſus and ftood in the midſt, and Jaith 
unto them, Peace be unto you. Verſe 26, And after eight dayes, 
again bis Diſciples were within, and Thomas with them : then 
came fur, the doors being ſhut, and ſtood in the midft, and ſaid, 
Peace be wnto you; This was the uſual manner of falutation 
: -* - -| among the Jews, whercby they w:th:d4 one another all hap- 
pineſs and- proſperity. The doors of the room where they 
weretogether were ſhut,for the more ſecrecy and (:curity, to 
| [avoid danger from the J-ws, faith Ds Himmond on the 
= the Pate2 | words, ARs 1. 13,14. And when they were come in, they went 
nnotation. | *p- into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and 
John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, «1d 
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Judas the brother of Jumes. Theſe all continued with one ac 
cord in prazer and ſupplication, with the women, and Mary th 
Mother of Jeſus, and with bis brethren, Acts 20. 7. And upon 
the firſt day of the week, when the Diſciples came toget ber t 
break, bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on 1h: 
morrow, and continued bir ſpeech until midnight, Verſe 8. Ani 
here were many lightr ( Gr. many Lamps ) an the upper chant 
ber whither they were gathered together. Verſe 9. And there ſate 
in 4 window a certain young man named Eutychus being falen 
into @ deep fleep : and as Paul was long preaching, be ſunk down 
with ſleep, and fell down from the third loſt, and was taken up 
drad. Verſe 10. And Paul went down and fell on bim, and em- 
bracing bim ſaid, trouble not your ſelves, for bis life is in him. 
Verſe 11. When be therefire was come np again, and bad broken 
bread, and eaten, and talked glong while, even 1d break of day ; 
fo he departed, Verſe 12. And they brought the young man: 
alive, and were not alittle comforted. Adis 5. 42. And daih in 
the Temple, and in every houſe, they ceaſed not to teach and preach 
Feſws Chriſt, As 12.12+ And when he bad confidered the 
things, be came t0 the bouſe of Mary the Mother of John, whoſe 
ſurname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying. 
(or where many thronged to pray, as it runs in the Origi- 
nal) AQ 20. 20, And h:w I kept back nothing that was 
[profitable unto yow, but bave faerwved you, and bave taught you 
publickly, and from bouſe to howſe. AQts 28. 30, 31. And Paul 
dwelt two whole years in his own bired houſe, and received all 
that came in unto bim : Preaching the Kingdom of G:d, and 
teaching thoſe things which concern the Lord Feſur Chriſt, with 
all confidence, no man forbidding him. Luke 10. 38, 39. Now 
it "came to paſd, as they went, that he entered into a certain Vil-- 
lage, and a certain woman named Martha received bim into ber 
bouſe, And fhe bad a ſifter caled Mary, which alſo ſate at Fe- 
fur feet, and beard bis word. Beloved by theſe Scriptures, tis 


| 


Diſciples and Apoſtles, and thoſe Chriſtians that lived in their 
times, did frequently meet in private houſes, and there per- 
formed aQts of publick Worſhip, viz. ſuch as preaching, 
hearing, praying, breaking of bread, &c. How the primitive 


moſt evident and clear, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his | 
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Chriſtians 10 thoſe hor times of p:rlecution, met in the nights, 
and in woods, and houſes, and obſcure places, they belt un- 
dcrſtand, who have r.ad the writings of Tertu/lian, Cyprian, 
Chryſoftome, Thecdoret, Auftin, Enſebius, Fuftin Martyr, Ph- 
"7, &c. But this to ſore b:ing an unpleating Theam, I ſha'l 
not enlarge my (elf upon it. Only rememb:r this, that there 
was never yet ary Town,City,o: Country, Kingdom,or Com- 
mon- wealth, that did ever fare the work: for an holy pray- 
ing people. Frequent ard fervent prayer, be it in publick or 
in private, ina Syn3gogue Or in an upper Room, never did, 
NOT never will bring miſery .or miſchief upon thoſe places, 
where ſuch exercilcs are kept up. Such Conventicles of 
good fellowſhip ( as fome call them ) where there is no- 
thing but ſwearing and curting and caroufing and gaming, 
and all manner of tilchineſs and prophanenefs, are the only 
Conventicles that bring defolating Judgements upon Princes, 
Pcople and Nations, as is moſt evident throughout the Scri- 
pturcs. Take two texts for all ; 1 Sam. 12.25.But if ye ſhall til 
do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your Kings. When 
Princes and people continue to do wicked|y together, then 
they ſhall be conſumed together. Zz:ph. 1. 12. 7 will ſearch 
Jeruſalem with candler, and puniſh the men- that are ſettled on 
their lees ;, that ſay in their heart, the Lord will not do good, nei- 
ther will be d» evil. Verſe 1.3. Therefore their goods ſhall became 
4 booty, and their howſer a deſolation. Verſe 179. And I will 
bring difirefi upon men, that they ſhall walk, like blind men, br 
cauſe they ſinned againſt the Lord ; and their blood ſhall be poured 
"nt. 4s duſt, and their fleſh as the dung. Verſe 18 Neither their 
filver nor their gold ſhall be able to deliver them in the day of the 
Lords wrath ; but the whole Land ſhall be devonred by the fire 
of bis jealowfie : for be ſhall make even a ſpeedy riddance of all 


\them that dwell in the Land: Now if any of you whoſe 


houſes are laid defolate, have had your ſpirits imbittered 
and engaged againſt the poor people of God, for praQiling 
as Chriſt and his Apoſtles did; Then lay your hands vpon 
your mouths, and ey, the Lord is righteous, though he has 
turned us out of houſe and home, and laid all our pleaſant 


things difolate. Certainly all that legal and ceremonial w 
line 
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lineſs of places which we read of in the Old Teſtament did; 
quite vaniſh and expire with the Types, when Chrift who is 
the ſubſtance ( at which all thoſe ſhadows pointed )came into! 
the world. I have neither faith to believe nor any reaſon to| 
ſee, that there is in auy (cparated or conſecrated places for| 
Divine Worſhip, any (uch legal or ceremonial kind of holi-| 
nels, which renders Duties performed there, more accepta-!,,. 
ble unto God, than if performed by the ſame perſons and, unm p44 
in the ike mannet in any other places. Doubrlels Chrilt by | 
his coming in the flcſh, hath removed all diſtinction of! 
places through legal holineſs ; this 15 clear by the Speech of | 
our Saviour to the Samaritan woman, concerning the abo- | - 
liſhing of all diſtinRion of places for Worſhip through a ce- 
remonial holineſs, John 4. 21. Feſus ſaith unto ber, woman 
believe me, the bour cometh when ye ſha'l neither in this Moun- 
tain, nor yet at Jeruſalem worſhip the Father. The publick 
Worſhip of God was now to b: rclirained to no place, as. 
formerly-it was to the Temple at Jeruſalem. That is tono 
place for its ceremonial holineſs, which may render the 
p:rts of Divine Worſhip more acceptable to God, than if 
performed elſewhere, Becauſe thoſe Types which ſan 
&d the places form:rly, were now to be taken away, when 
Chriſt the ſabRance was come. And the body of the Cere- 
monial Worſhip, being now to expire, and the partition wall 
taken down, that the Gentiles might be admitted to worſhip 
God in (ſpirit and intruch, It could not poſſibly be, for 
theſe Reaſons, That the true Worſhip of God ſhould be tryed 
and fixed to any one ſuch Temple as was at Jeruſalem any 
more. The Temple at Feruſalem was a mean of Gods Wor: 
ſhip, and part of their Ceremonial Service, and a Type of 
Chriſt ; bur our Temples ( faith my Author ) are not a part | y4;'4c 1. ot? 
of the Worſhip of God, nar Types of the body of Chriſt. | cbrt'aa Sy- 
Neither are we bound when we pray, to fet our faces &- | 14894% p.116. 
wards them. They ate called places of prayer only ; becauſe | 
the Saints mett there: and if the Saints meeting were not in 
them, they were but like other common places. The Tem- | 
ple of Feruſalem fanQified the meetings of the Saints ; but | 
the mecting of the Saints, ſanRifies our Temples. - Herods 
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that 1t could nat be quenched by the indufiry of man; and 
at theſame time Apols's Temple at Deſphi was utterly over- 


them. could ever tince be repaired. The concurrence of 
which two Miracles ( faith mine Author ) evidently ſhew- 
eth, that the time was then come, when God would put an 
end both to Jewiſh Cerc monies, and H-atheniſh Idolatry 
':hatthe Ring lem of his Son might be the better cliabliſhed, 
The time of Chriſts d:ach and pallion was the very time that 
God in his eternal counſel, had (et for the abrogation of the 
Ceremonial Law, and all ceremonial holineſs of places. As 
ſoon 2s ever Chrilt had (414, Tt is finiſhed, and had given up 
rhe ghoſt, immediatcly the Vail of the Temple was rent 
from the top to the botrom : ard from that very hour there 
was no more holineſs in the Temple, than in any other 
place. By the death of Chriſt all religious differences of 
places is taken away : So that no one place 1s hol:er than 
another. Before the coming of Chriſt, the whole Land of 
Canaan ( becauſe it was a Type cf the Church of Chr. (t, and 
of the Kingdom of Heaven ) was cfiecmed by Gods people, 
a better and holicr place, than any othcr in the world, And 
upon that ground among others, Facob and Foſeph were {o 
delirous to be buried there, And in-the Land of Canaan, 


- | ome places are faid to have b:en more holy than others, 
viz. Such as wherein God did manifcft himſelf in a ſpecial] 


and ſcnlible manner. So the place where Chritt appearcd to 
Moſes in the fiery Buſh, is called Holy Gronnd ; and fo was 
that wherein he appzared to Foſhus, And the Mount 
whereon Chrift was transfigured, is called by Peter the Hoh 
\Vount, But theſe places were no longer accounted holy,than 
during the time of this ſpecial preſence of the Lord in them. 
Sg Jerwſalem was called the Holy City : yea, at the very mo- 
ment of Chrifts death, it is called the Holy City; becauſe it 
|was 2 City ſet apart by God for a holy uſe, a City where he 
was daily worſhipped; a City that he had choſen to put his 
name upon. Though Ferxſalem was a very wicked City, 
yea the wickedit City in all the world ( counting the means 


Temple at Fernſalem was ſo ſet on fire by Titw his Souldiers,| 


thrown by Earth- quakes, and Thunder- bolts, and neither of 


they 
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they enjoyed ) yet *cis called the Hily City : and fo doubt- | 
Icls in re{peR of ſeparation and dedication, 1t was heel 

than any other City or place in the world bzlides. So the 
Temple in Feruſzlem js nine times called the Holy Temple | ppyj, 5, 
becaule it was a more holy place, than any other place in Fe-| 11.4. 65. 4. 
| ruſalem, Now mark, though all the parts of the Temple| 79+ 1+ 138 2. 


were holy z yet ſome places in it were holier than othes ſonah 2. 4, 7 
| , Mich. r. 2. 
ſome. This may b: made evident three waycs. Firſt, Thereſrq1, 0 


was a place where the people ſtood feparated from the 
Pricſts, Lux 1. 10, And this was fo holy a place, that Chrill | 
would not ſuffer any to carry any veſſel through it. Mak 
16. 11, And Secondly, There was a place where the Prictts 
executed their Minifiry, which was hohier than that that the 
people food in, and 15 therefore called the Holy Place, Lev. 
16:30. And Thirdly, There was a place which the High 
Priett might only enter into, and that but oncea year, ano 
that is called the Holy of Hohes, the holicft place of all, Heb. 
9.3. But now tince the death of Chrift, there is no place in 
the world, that is holter than other. The prayer of faith is 
as powerful and as prevalent with God in one place, as in 
another Paul deſcribes the faithful to be ſuch, as call upon] 1 Cor. 7. 2. 

I |God ta cvery place, AndI will ſaith be, that men pray every wy roy yn 6. 

where. And where two or three ( faith Chriſt ) are gatbered| EO 00 00: 
tiger ber in my na:Me, there am 1 in the midft of them. That 
every plece ſhould be free for the people of God to worthip 
the Lora 18, was fofetold by the Prophets, as a fingulas 
priv.l:dge, that ſhould come to the Church in the dayes of 
the Colpcl, Zeph. 2.11, 4nd men ſha!l worſhip bim, every one 
from bs place , even ail the Iſs of the Heathen, Thats, all 
Countreys, though not encompaticd with the Sea ; for the 
Jews.cailed all Linds Hands, whither they could not come, 
but by Wer.” Mcn {bovl4 worſhip, not only at Fernſalem, 
45 0c*, butin allpl:ces: They ſhould lift up pure hands 
ind near's, without wrath or doubting, both 1n Church and | « Tim. 2. 8. 
Chamber ; any place whatſoever ſhall be a ſufficient Orato- 
fy, (o that God be worthipped in Spirit, and in trach, Mal. * 
I» 11: For from the riſing of the Sun, even tgabe going down of | 
the ſame, my name ſhall be great among the Gentiles, and in| 
| every 
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A&.10. 34335. 


jt Tim. 4- 4 5. 


| ever) Place ( notin Fudes only) incenſe ſhall be off:red unto 
my name, ( Here th: Prophet frames his words to the capa- 
(city of the pro; le, and by the Altar and Sacrifices, he 
| meancth the ſpiritual ſervice of God, which ſhould be un- 
der the Goſpe), when an end ſhall be put to all thefe Legal 
| Ceremonies by Chrilts only Sacrifice) and & pure effering : for |. 
my name ſhall be great among the Heathen , ſauth the Lord of 
(Hi"ſts. The poor blind bifotted Jews thought, that God was 
fo ty:d to them 3, that if they did not worth p him at Fers- 
'ſalem, he would have no ſervice nor worſhip in the world. 
Buc God tells them, that they were under a veiy high mi- 
ltake, fur he would take care of his own name and glory 
| For from the riſing of the Sun, even to the going down of the 
ſame, my name ſhall be great ( that is , the knowledge of it, 
and of the right worſhip of it ) «mang the Gentiles ( this is 
an excellent Prophelic of the cutting off the Geartil:s }) and 
is every place incenſe ſhall be offered unto my name, My Wor 
ſhip, faith God, ſhall not be confined to F#4e4, or Ferſalem, 
or the Temple, but in every place I will have a people that 
(hall worſhip me, and that ſhall be Gall ofcring of prayers 
and praiſes, and thanksgivings to me. Chriſt by his death 
hath taken away all difference of places : Ard indced it 
was bat neceſſary, that when the body was come, the (ha 
dow ſhould ceaſe, Yea, fince Chrifts death, all difference ol 
perlons is taken away : For in every Nation wnder beaven, ſuch 
as fear G1d and work, rightcouſmſi, are accepted of bim. There 
# neitber Few nor Greek , there is neither bend nor free : berth 
neither male nor female, for ye are all one in Chrift Feſus, And 
therefore all difference of places muſt needs alſo be taken}: 
eway, for this difference of places was as a partition wall 
between the Jews and the Gentil:s. Now mark, fince the 
deftruRtion of the Temple and City of Feruſalem, the Lord 
hath not ſanRified, any other place in the world, or con- 
ſecratedit to a more holy uſe than the rcfi, and it is only 
Gods inftitution and word, that can make any thing, or any 
place holy. Nothing can make any place or any thingelle 
holy, but the Orginance and inſtitution of God. It is Jada; 


iſme, it is a denying of Chrift to be come in the yy + 
| 0 
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hold or affirm, that one place 1s hoher than another. 1] 
know the Papiſts put more holineſs in fomeplac.s than th. y | 
do in ethers : fay they hold that it is more advantagio.s (1) 
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the dead, to be buried in the Church-yard, than out cf it ; 
And in the Church, more than in the Church-yard 3 and tn 


-more than 1n any other place of the Caanacel : and all out of 
a ſuperſtitious conce1t, that thele pleccs arc conſecrated and 
hallowed, that they are holier then other places ace. But 


the folly and vanity of theſe mcns (pints, principles and 
practices. Such as are wile in heart, know that fince 
Chritt by his death hath taken away all religious difference 
of places : England is as holy as Canaan, and Lndon as Feru- 
ſalem, and our houſes as the Temple. | 
Under the Law they were wont co dedicate their houſes, 
and conſecrate them to God, before they dwelt in them : 
Deut, 20. 5. And the Officers ſol! ſpeak, wnto the people, ſay- 
ing, what man is there that hath built a new houſe, and hath not 
dedicated-it ? ( by Praycrs, Rymns, and other holy folemni- 
ties) let him go and return to his bouſe, leſt be dje in the battel, 
and another man dedicate it. Now thoug this were done in 
thoſe” times, with ſundry ceremonies which are now ab9- 
liſhed 3 yet the equity of the duty fill femains, And doubt- 
les the beſt way for a man to bring down a bl:ſſiog upon 
himſelf and his houſe, is to dedicate himſelf and his houſe to 
God, 2 Sam. 6. 11. And the Ark of the Lord continues in the 
heuſe of O2ed-Edom the Hittite three moneths ; andthe Lord 
bleſſed Obed-Edom and all bis bowfhoid. Verſe 12, Andit was 
told King David, ſaying, the Lord bath bliſſed the houſe of Ob:d- 
ledom, and all that perfaineth to bim, becauſe of the Ark, of 
Ged. In this Scripture you fee,that when men do any thing, 
to the advancement of Religion, or to the furtherance of 
Gods Worſhip and Service ; he takes it kindly at their hands. 
The meancſt fervice that is done to Chriſt or his Church, 
hath a Patent of eternity. Agaiy, in this Scripture you may 
run and read a real retribution and remuneration. ,God 
dos not put off Obed-Edom with a tine Feather, or wich 
Te emp:y 


Chancel, more than in the Church, and ncar the high Al:ar,; 


Chrittians that live under 2 bright (ſhining Goſpel and-altand | 


Ne. 12 27,28. 
Pſal. 30.Tule, 
A Pjain aa 
So g at the Dt- 
dicatioa of the 
box: of David. 
Wiule tne Ark 
brovght the 
Plazue, evcry 
one was glad 
tO be rid of it 
but when it 
brought a 
bleſling ro 
Obrd-Edom, 
they looked 
upon 1t as 
worihy of en- 
rertanments 
Many will own 
a bleſling»Ark 
a proſperous 
truth : bur he 
1s an 03.4-E- 
gon indeed, 
that will own 
a perſecuted, 
rolled, baniſh- 


ed Ark. | 
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London's Lamentations 0n 


Amorg all tht 
Latedemonians 
you could nor 
have {cen one 
drunken man 
among them , 
unleſs 1t was 
cheir ſlaves, 
The Mabume- 
tans forbid 
any of their 
SR to diink 
Wine, under 
pain of death. 
Their Miſſul- 
mans and Dar- 
wills affurm- 
ing, that there 
lurks a Devil 
under every 
Grape. 


<mp'y favours, or Court compliments, but he really bleſſes 
nin aiid all his houſhold. Obed-Edom had been at ſome 
cot and charge, in giving entertainment to Gods Ark z but 
God detrayes all the charges, and payes him abundantly for 
11s. kind entertainment , with intereſt upon interelt. Ny 
man ever gave the Goſpel a nights lodging, that hath, been 
a loſer by tt. God will pay all fuch with uſe and princi- 
pal, who do ary thing to the furcherance of his woiſhip 
and ſervice. Hiram (hall have Corn and Oyl, for affording 
materials to the building of the Temple. Cyrus ſhall profper 
and be victorious , for breaking off the yokes that were 
about his peoples necks, and reſtoring of them to their 
Chriſtian liberty. AEgype farcd the beeter, for entertaining 
the Patriarchs; God liored that Countrey with great plen- 
ty and variety of outward bleflings; becauſe his Church 
was to ſojourn there, God bleſſed O5:d-Edomy perlon and 
poſſeſſion and family for the Arks ſake: the blcſings that was 
upon Obed- Edom, was like the precious Oyntment that was 
(hed upon Aarons head, and that ran down to the loweſt 
«kirts of his garments. Every ſervant in Ob:d-Edoms fami- 
ly, tafted of Gods noble bounty ; and fared the better, for 
the Arks fake. Leg, men and Dcvils do their worli, God 
will certainly bleſs their dwellings, who give entertain- 
ment to his Ark, to his people that dcelire to worſhip him 
in ſpirit and in truth, 

O Sirs, this is, and this muſt be for a lamentation, 
that there arc ſo many Alc-houles, and Gaming houſes, and 
Whore: houſes, that are uſually fiufe with vain perſons, yea, 
with the very worſt of the worſt of men, both on the Lords 
Day, and on other dayes. Certainly theſe houſes are the ve- 
ry Suburbs and Seminaries of Hell. Ubi faiſti 7 Where 
haſt thou bzen ? apud inferor, in Hell, faid Eraſmus merrily : 
comparing Tipling-houſes to Hell. Doubtlels they are the 
Nurſeries of all ſin, and the Synagogue of Devils incarnate. 
In the above-mentioned houſes, how rotoriouſly is the name 
of God blaſphemed, and how ſhamefully are the precious 
fruits of the carth abuſed ? and how many hundred fami- 
lies are there impoveriſhed ? and how many thouſand chil- 


. dren 
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manner of wickedneſs and lewdneis there encouraged and 
increaſed ? But when, O when ſhall the Sword of the Ma- 
giltrate be turned againft theſe Conventicles of He!], _ Cer: 
tzinly the horrtd wickednefſes that are daily committed in 
fuch houſes, if not prevented ( by a faithful, zealous, and 
conſtant execution of the Laws mn force ) wil arm divin 
vengeance aguinft the Land, Magultratcs ſhou!d not bear 
the >word of Juſtice in vain : For they arc M:inift-rs of God 
td rev:nge and execute wrath upon them that do evil. By 
their othce they are bound to be a terror to cvi] doers, and 
encouragers of them that do well 3 and O that all in Power 
and Authoricy, would for ever rclolve againſt being Satans 
Drudges. Rev. 2. 10. Fear none of theſe things which thou 
ſhalt ſuffer : behold, the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into priſon, 
that ye may be tryed , and ye ſhall bave tribulation ten dayes : be 
thow faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 
The Devil by his Imps and inſtruments, whom he a&s and 
agitates, the Devil by engaging the Civil and the Military 
power of the world againtt the people of God, ſhould fo far 
prevail, as toclap them up in prifon. The Priſon in this 
Text, notes ( by a Synecdoche ) the adjunds and confe- 
quences z as namely, torments, puniſhments, and all forts of 
Martyrdom, This one puniſhment, impriſonment ( faith 
Brightman ) doth contain preſcribifſÞys, confilcation of goods, 
baniſhments, ſlaughters, fires, rackings, or whatſoever ex- 
quifite torment betide, as the ftory teacheth. The Heather: 
Empcrours, with thoſe wicked Governours, Officers and 
Souldiers that were under them, were the great infiruments 
in Satans hand, to practiſe the greateſt cruelties vpon the 
Saints in thoſe dayes. Some they caſt into Prifons; ſome 
they baniſhed ; multitudes they flew with the Sword : (ſome 
of the precious ſeryants of Chrift, they beat with ftripes to 
death, others they branded in their fore-heads : Others 
were tortured and racked, Yea, and many holy women in 
that day had their breaſts cat off: and others of them 
had their breaſts burnt with a hot Iron : and ſometimes 
with Eggs roftcd as hot as could be. | Theſe with many 


dren and ſervants are there empoyloned ? and how is all | 


ſome : the 


Book was 


againſt the 


Chriſtians,de- 
livering then 
over to priſons 


and death, 
and all to 
drive them 


through fear 


from the 


profeſſion of 
Chriſt. 


Te 2 other 


—— 
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The Devil in 
D:ochfaat, {ay 


[ey } in I; a- 
jan, ſay others, | 
For he retgned 
next after this 


wruten, and 
was very cruel 


London's Lamentations on 


Obj.R: 


| Arſww. 


Ruffin, 


John 8. 44- 


| ather torments the people of God were excrciled with, as 


all know, that have rcad the lamentable fiories of thoſe (ad 
e1mes, 


Bat you may ſiy, by then is the impriſonment of the Saints 


1ſo aſcribed to the Deril, as if it were immediately adied by bim. 


B:h:1d, the Devil ſhall gaft ſome of you into priſon. 


1. To ſhew what influence the Devil hath in the aRing 
of wicked men, fo that in effc@ their deed is his deed ; they 
are ſo ſub{crvient to him. 

2. It is to ſhew us, that the Author, Original and foun- 
tain from whence all the perſecutions of the Saints do flow, 
15 the Devil, who was a murder and a Jyar from the be- 
ginning, 

3. It is toaggrevate the horribleneſ(s of this-fin of perſecu- 
tion, as being a main piece of the Devils buſineſs, what ever 
the infiruments are. 

4 It is to comfort and encourage the people of God to 
patience and conſtancy in all their ſufferings for Chrilt, fee- 
ing that it is the Devil that is their grand enemy, and that 
makes ( in his inſtruments ) the higheſt oppolition againfi 
them. A gracious man in the midft of all oppolitions ( as 
Chryſoftoms (aid of Peter ) 1s as a man made all of tire walking 
in fttubble, he overcom@ and conſumes all oppotitions 3 all 
difficulties are but whet-fones to his fortitude. When Chri- 
(tians meet with.great oppoſers and great oppolitions, they 
(hould (ay. as that noble Souldier Pedarelus ( in Eraſmus ) did 
to him that told him of a numerous and mighty Army 
which was coming againli him. ( T anto pls glorie reforemws 
quoniam eo plures ſuperabimus ) The number of oppoſers 
makes the Chriftians conqueſt the more illufirious. It is 
very. obſervable, that in Dioclefians time, (under whom was 
the laſt.and wortſt of the ten perſecutions )) When Chriſtian 
Religion was more deſperately oppoſed than ever , yet then 
it proſpered and.prevailed more than ever. So that Diocleſian 
himſelf "obſerving, that the more he ſought to blot out the 


name of Chcift, the more legible it became : and the __ 
| 
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ble it became. And what ever of Chrift he thought to root 
out, it rooted the deeper, and rof: the higher : thereupon 
he refolved to engzgeno further , bur retircd co a private 
life, 


hath not dimmthed, but encreaſed their number, For the 
firſt three hundred years after Chrilt there was a molt teri- 
ble perlecution. Hittorians tell us, that by ſeven and twen- 
ty ſeveral forts of deaths they tormented the poor people of 


he labourcd to block up the way of Chriſt, the more paſli-| As they ſaid 


All the opputitions that the D vil and his inſtruments | 
had raiſed agzinit the Saints in all the ages of the world, |unrable, 


God, Inthclc hot times of p:rfecution, many millions of 
Chriſtians were deſtroyed. Aud yet this was lo far from di- 
| |[miniſhing of ehcir number, that it encreaſed their number : 

for the more they were oppreſſed and periecated, the more 
they were encreaſed, And therefore fume have well ob- 
ſerved, that though Falian uſed all means imaginable to 
ſuppreſs them, yct he could never do it. He (hut up all 
their Schools, that th:y might not have learning} and yet never 
[did learning more flouriſh than then. He deviſed all man- 
ner of cruel torments, to terrific the Chriſtians, and to draw 
them from their holy faith : and yet he aw, that they en- 
creaſed and multiplied fo faft, that he thought it his bit 
courſe at laſt to give over his perſecuting of the Saints, not 
out of love, but out of envy, becauſe that through his per- 
ſecution they encreaſed, This was repreſented unto Da- 


there by a little frone cut out of the Mountain without 
hands ( without art or induſtry ; without Engines, and hu- 
mane helps) The fione was a growing ſtone, and although 
in all the ages of the world, there have been many hammers 
at work to break this tone in pieces; yet they have not, nor 
ſhall not prevail , but the little one ſhall grow more 
and more, till it becomes a great Mountain, and fills the 


whole carth. 
And let this ſuffice for Anſwer to the firſt ObjeRion. 


Tt 3 Twould 


—_— 


niel in a viſion, Dan. 2. The Kingdom of Chriſt is fet forth |. 


” Wy 'L 


once of the 
Grecians in 
the Epigramm 
whom they 
thought in- 


ot art 
them, but they 
fail nut down, 
we wound 
them, bur 
do'nt kill 
them. 
Sc: ExoJ. 1. 
10,11, 12,13. 
Atts8, & 
Aﬀts 14. 


Dan.2, 34,35. 
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Ant. 


3 
The Stars 
which have 
leaſt circuit, 
are neareſt} 
the Pole , and 
en that are, 

caſt-perplex- 
d with Pak. 
neſs, are 
commonly 
zneareſt to 
God, 


I would juftifi: the Lord, 1 would ſay be is righteous, though|, 


my bouſe Le burnt up : but Thave loſt my goods, I have ieſt my 
eſtate; yea, I have lojſt my all as to this world ; and how then 
can I (iy the Lord is righteous'? bow can I juſtifie that God, 
which has ( even ) fiript meas nakd, as the day wherein 1] 
ws born, &«c. j 


To this Ianſwer. 
Fiſt, D:6it thou gain thy eftate by juſt, or unjuſt wayes 


and means ? If by uvjutt waycs and mcans, then be (lent | 


before the Lord, If by jult wayes and means, then know 
that the Lord will lay in that of himſelf, and of his Son, and 
of his Spirit, and of his Grace, and of Hcavens glory, that 
(hall make up all thy lofſes to thee, But, 

S:condly, Did you improve your etiates for the glogy of 
God, and ghe good of others, or cid you not ? It not, why 
do you cq9mplain ? If you did, the reward thet thell attend 
you at the long run, may very well bear up your (pirits 
under all your loſſes. Confult theſe Scriptures, 1 Cor. 1.15. 
2 Cor, 9, 6. Eccleſ. 11. 1. Gal. 6. 9,8. Ia. 32. 20. Iſa. 55. 10, 
Prov. 11. 18. Rev. 22. 12, But, 

Thirdly, What Trade did you drive Chriſt-wards and 
Heaven- wards, and Holine(s-wards ? If you did drive cither 
no Trade heiven-wards, or but a ſlender or inconſtant Trade 
heaven-wards, and holincſs-wards, never wonder that God 
by a fiery diſpenſation, has ſpoiled your Civil Trade. Doubt- 
leſs there were many Citizens who did drive a cloſe (ſecret fin- 
ful Trade, who had their by- wayes and back-doors 3 fome 
to uncleannel(s, others to merry meetings, and others to ſe- 
cret Gaming, Now if thou wert one of them that didfi 
drive a ſecret Trade of fin; never murmur becauſe thy houſe 
is burnt, and thy Trade deſtroyed, but rather repent of thy 
ſecret Trade of fin; and wonder that thy body is not inthe 
grave, and that thy ſoul is not a burning in everlaſting flames. 
Many there were in London, who had fo greata Trade, fo 
full a Trade, fo conftant a Trade, that they had no time to 
mind the everlaſting concernments of their precious _ 

an 
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and the great things of Eternity, They had ſo much to] There were 
do on Earth, that they had no eme fo look up fo Heaven, 23 ma'1y _ Th 
once the Dake of Alvz to!d. the King of Frayze, Sr, Tho-| ent mew 


, ; ia 5 DreCclins 1me 
mas Mire faith, there 1s a Devil called neg1tinem, buline(s, thu] ther ro 1or- 
carricih more {ouls to Hell, thin all the D-vils 123 Hell bo- | os the Me 


fide, Many Citzens had (© many Irons in the fire, and were Hr of Necps 
cumbred about with fo many things, that the/ wholly neg- hy gy 
Red the one thing neceſſary : and therefore it wis bat Juli} whe, yrs. 
with God, to vilit them with a fiery Rod, Look, as much{ 7-4; the 
earth puts out the fire z ſo much worldly butinets puts out | ©94des of _ | 
the fire of heavenly afteQions. Look, as the carth (wal-} 1,0)" = 
lowed up Korah, Dathan, and Aviram ; to much worldly bu-|;,. jp. the 
fineſs (wallows up fo much precious time, that many men Tavern, and 
have no leiſure to (ſecure their intereſt in Chriſt ; ro make j ihe Brothe!- 
their calling and eleRion ſure : to lay up treaſure in Hea- | 29% 

yen; to provide for eternity ; and if this have been any of: C—— 
your calſcs who arc now burnt up, it highly concerns you to] 
juſtitie the Lord, and to (ay he 1s righteous, though he has 
burnt up your habitations, and deſtroyed your Trade. *Tis : 
ad when a crowd of worldly bufinels, ſhall crowd God and 
Chrift, and Duty out of doo:s. Many Citizens did drive (6 
great a Publick Trade in their Shops, that their private 
Trade to Heaven was quite laid by, Such who were fo]. 
butic about their Farm and their Merchandiſe, that they had = —_ hs 
no leiſure to attend their ſouls concernments, had their City | © 

ſet on tire about their cars, Matth. 22.5, But they made 
light of it ( that is, of all the free, rich and noble off.rs of 
Grace and mercy that God had made to them ) and wen! 
thur wayes, one t9 bis farm, another to his Merchandiſe, Ver, 7. 
But whin the King beard thereof, be was wroth ; and he 
ſent forth bis Armies ( that is, the Romans ) and deſtroyed thoſe 
murderers, and burnt up their City. Itis obſervable, that the |Ex*d. 20. 9. 
Jews who were commanded fix dayes to labour, were alſo |* - Excd. 29. 
commanded to ctter Morning and Evening Sacrifice daily. 4. oft* 4 
They had their Morning Sacrifice when they entred upon | D:ut.6.5,9,8 | 
their work ; and they had their Evening Sacrifice when they 
ended their work. Their particular callings did not ſteal 
away their hearts from their genera} callings. The Jews 


divided 


—— 
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Compare the 
firſt and lat 
Chapters of 
fob together. 


Verle 1, 2,3,'all that cvcr he had in the world. All the ſpoil that he 


4, 5. 


 I52 
7.emſe Mor. |divided the day into three parts, the firſt ad Tephills, oratiq. 
Law.p.223- |nm, to prayer; the ſecond ad Torah, legem, for the reading of 


' 


the Law 3 the third ad Malichs, opxs, tor the works of their 
lawful callings. Although they were dayes appounted for 
work; yet they gave God his part, they gave God a ſhare of 
them every day. God whos the Lord of all time, hath 
reſerved to himſelf a part of curtime every day, And 
thcrc fore-mens particular call:vgs ought to give way to their 
general calling. But alas, before London was in flames, ma. 
ry mens ( Oh that I could not fay moſt mens )) particular 
callings {wallowed up their general calling. The noiſe is 
ſuchin a Mill, as Eindcrs all intercourſe betwen man and 
man: So many of the burnt Citiz.ns, had ſuch a multitude 
of worldly bulircfles lying upon their hands, and that made 
ſuch a noiſe, as that all intercourſe b:tween God and them 
was hindered. Seneca one of the moſt refined Heathen 
could ſay, 1 do not give, but only lend n:y felf co my bu- 
lineſls. lam afraid this Heathen will one day rife in Judge- 
ment againſt thoſe burnt Citizens, who have not lended 
chemſclves to their bulinefſs, but wholly given up themſelves 
co their bulineſs, as if they had no God to honour, no fouls 
to ſave, no Hell to c{cape, nor no Heaven to make ſure. 
Bur, 

Fourthly, F#b loſt all, and recovered all again: he Ic a 
fair eſtate, and God doubles his eftate to him. So David 
|. & all, and recovered all again. x Sam. 30. 18. And David 
recovered all that the Amalakites bad carried away, and David 
reſcucd bu +wo wives, Ver. 19. And there was nothing lacking to 
them, neither ſmall nor great,- neither Sons nor Daughters, nei- 
ther ſpoil, nor any thing that they bad taken to them. David 
recovered all. Here the end was better than the beginning 
but the contrary bcfcll the Amalekites, who a little before had 
framed Comcedies out of poor Ziklags Trageedics. In the 
beginning of the Chapter you may ſee, that David had lot 


had taken from others, were gone, his Corn gone, his Cattel 
gone, his Wives gone, and his City burnt with fire, and 
turned into a ruinous heap, fo that he had not a houle, a 
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habitation in all the world to put his head in : he had no- 
thing lefe him, but a poor, gricved, madded and enraged 
Army. The pcople (pike of ſtoning of him ; but what 
was the event now? why David recovers all again. O 
Sirs, when a Chriliian is in greateſt diftrefs, when he hath 
loſt all, when he is not worth one penny in all the world ; 
yet then he hath a God togo to at latt. Davidencourag:d 
{himſelf in the Lord his God: A Chriſtians caſe is never fo 
deſperate, but he hat. (till a God tro goto. When a Chrilti 
an has loſt all, the beft way to recover all again, 15 to cncou- 
rage himſelf in the Lord his God. God ſometimes firips 
his people of oatward imercics, and then reſtores to them 
again thoſe very mercies that he had fiript them off 1 have 
read a ſtory of a poor man that God (erved faithfuliy,and yer 
was oppreſied cruellyzhaving all his goods taken from him by 
an exiting Knight, whereupon in a melancholy humour, he 
Iperſwaded himſelf, that God was dead, who had former]y 
been fo faithful to him, and now ( as he thought ) had left 
him : It Co fell out, that an old man met him, and delired 
him to deliver a Letter into the hands of his opprefſor : up- 
on the reccipt and peruſal of which, the Kaight was (o con- 
vinced, that immediately he confefled his fault, and refiored 
the poor man his goods; which made the poor man (ay, 
Now 1 (ee, that God may ſeem to-ſleep, but can nev:cr dye. 
if God has taken away all : yet remember, that God has a 
|thoulgnd thouſand wayecs to make up all thy loſſ:s to thee, 
which thou knowcſt not of; therefore do'nt murmur, don't 
or, do'nt faint, nor do'nt limit the Holy One of Iſrazl. If 

hou made no improvement of thy houſe, thy eſtate, thy 
Trade, then "tis thy wiſdom and thy work, rather to be 
diſpleaſed with thy ſelf for thy non improvement of mercics, 
than to be diſcontented at that hand of Heaven, that hath 
deprived thee of thy mercies. Remember Oh ye burat Citi- 
zens of London, that you are not the firſt that have loſt your 
Jall, Beſides the inſtances already cited, you muſt rcemem- 
_ [ber what they ſuffered in the tenth and eleventh Chapters of 
the Hebrews ; and you mult remember that in the Ten Per- 


fſecutions many thouſands of the people of God were fiript 
uu of 


Ver(: 6. 


Remember 


that of Z:10, 
who ſaid, he 


never failed 


better , than 
waien he ſufte- 


red ſhipwrack. 
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Gen, 24.19. 


! 


Luke 24. 15. 


| Eſther 6. 


Judges 4 


i Sam. 15 
32 33+ 


Exod. 14. 3 
Cha. 15. 9.10. 


Ifaiah 37». 


of their all: and-fo were very many alfo in the Marian dayes, 
who ſhrugs or complains of a common Lot ? It was grace 
upon the Throne, that thou enjoyed thy houſe, thy eſtate, 
thy Trade fo long, and therefore it concerns thee to be rather 
thankful, that thy mercies were continued fo long unto thee, 


|than to murmur becauſe thou art now ftript of all. But, 


Fifthly, When all is gone, yet mercy may be near, and 
thov not ſee it, When Hagars Bottle was cwp:y, the Well 
of Water was near, though ſhe faw it nut. Mcrcies many 
times are never nearer to us, than when with Hagar we fit 
down and weep, becauſe our bottle is empty, becauſe our 
(treams of mercy are dried up. The Well was there before, 


=_ ſhe ſaw it not, till her eycs were cpened. _ 
c 


mercy be near, though it be even at the door, yet til 
great God ſhall irradiate both the Organ and the objeR, we 
can neither ſee our mercies, nor fuck the breaſts of mercy. 


the Diſciples, yea, he talked with the Diſciples, and yet they 
knew him not, Look, as dangers arcncareſt to wicked men 
when they ſec them not, whenthey fear them rot :. As Hz 
man was neareſt the Gallows, when he thought himſelf the 
only man that the King would honour. And fo when $i. 
ſira dreamed ofa Kingdom, Fae! was near with her Hammer 
and hey Nail, ready to faften him to the ground. And 
when Agag laid, Swrely the bittern:ſs of death is paſt ; Sammel 
tiood ready with his drawn Sword to cut him in pieces in 
Gulgalbefore the Lord. So when Pharaoh (aid, They ave en- 
tangled in the Land, the Wilderneſs bath ſhut them in; I will 
purſue, I will overtake, I will divide the ſpoil, my 4uft (hall be 
farrstied upon them, I will draw my Sword, my handſhall 
deftroy them, But preſently God -blows with his Wind, and 
the Sea covered them, and they ' ſank as Lead in the mighty 
Waters. Soon after Sennacherib had (ent a Blaſpnemous Ler- 
terto King Hezrkiab, The Angel of the Lord wemt forth, ani 
ſmote in the Camp of the Aﬀſyrians a bundred and fourſerre and 
five thouſand : and when they aroſe early in the morning, b«hold 
they were all dead corpſe : and within five and fifty dayes 
aftey Sennacherib himſelf was butchered by his owa Sons. No 


Tobir its BU. 


ſooner 


pw 
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Chrift the ſpring of mercy, the fountain of mercy, was new|. 
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ſooner had the people, as prophane Sycophants applauded 
Herod, and given him the honour due to God 3 but he was 
ſmitten by the Angel of the Lord, or eaten up of Worms, 
or with Vermin ; with Lice, as his Grand-fathcr Heroi had 
been before him. Roffinſis had a Cardinals Kat fent him); 
but his hezd was cut oft b:fore it came : the Ax was neart: 
his head, than his Hat. The Heathen H:Rtorian could nut 
but obicrve, that as foon as Alexander the Great, hid ſum- 
moned a Parliament before him cf the world, hs was fum 
\moned humfclf by deach, to appear bcfore God in the other 
world. Now as you (ce by theſe inltances, that dangers are 
neareſt che wicked, when they fee them not, when they fear 
them not 3 So mercics are very near to the people of God, 
when they fee them not, when they expe them not. The 
Iſraelites found it fo in 4/s his time; and 1n Feboſapbats time 
and in Pharavbs time , and in Hezekiabs time 3 and in Efthers 
time; and in thetime of the Judges, as is evident through- 
out the Book of Fudger. When chere was but a handful of 
Meal in the Barxel, and a little Oyl in the Cruze, ſupply 
was at hand. Her Barrcl and Cruze had no botrom, who 
out of a lictle gave a little. In all the Ages of the world, 
God has made that word good, Iſa. 41. 17. When the poor 
and needy ſeek, water, and there is none ;, and their tongue ſaileth 
for thirſt, Tthe Lord will hear them, I the God of Itracl will not 
forſake them. Verſe 18, I will open Rivers in high placer, and 
Fountains in the nndſt of the Valleys : IT will make the Wildernef 
8 pool of water, and the dry land ſprings of watery. Chryſoftome 
obſerves, That *cis very delight/ul co the Mother to have her 
breaſts drawn. Oh how much more then is it delightful to! 
God, to have his breaſts of mercy drawn! O S:rs, look xs 
many times the Mothers breafts are drawn, and near the 
Child, though the Child (ees them not : ſo Gods breaſts of! 


they ſee them not. Geographers write, that the City of Sy- 
Iracuſe in Sicily, is ſo curiouſly ſcituated, that the Sun is never! 
Jout of fight. Certainly the mercies of God are never out| 
1of fight, though ſometimes the people of God are ſocloud- 
Jed and benightcd, that they can't ſee their mercies, though 


mercy are mary times drawn, and near his people, and yet | 


| uu 2 they 
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they are near them 3 yea, though they fiand before them. 
But, 
6\ Sixthly, I anſwer, That God many times by taking away 


{ome Dutward mercies, comforts and contentments, dos but 
make way for greater and better mercies to come in the 
room of thoſe hc has taken away. He took from David an 
Abſalom, and gavehim a Solomon : he took from him a ſcof- 
ting Micheal, and gave him a prudent Abagail. He took 
away from Jſ2ac his Mother Sarah, and made up his loſs by 
giving of him Rebeckab to wife. He took away much from 
Fob, but laid twice as much in the room, of all the mercies 
that he had Gript him off. The Lord many times takes away 
{mall mercies, to make room for greater mercies 3 and ma- 
ny times takes away great mercies, to make room for great- 
er mercies, yea, the greateſt of mercies. But, 

$:venthly and lafily, Though thou haſt loſt all thy outward 
comforts in this world, yet if thou art a believer, there arc 
ten choice Jewels, that thou ſhalt never, that thou canfi 
never loſe, x 

1, Thou ſhalt never totally or finally loſe thy God, 
Hoſea 2. 19, 20. 

2. Thou ſhalt never loſe thy intercſt in Chriſt, Whatever 
thy outward loſſes are,- yet thy intereſt in Chrift till holds 
good. Rom. 8, 33. ult. 

3- Thou ſhalt never loſe the Spirit of Grace, John 14.16. 
And I will pray the Father, and be ſpall give you another Com- 
forter, that be may abide with you for ever. 

: 4+ Thou ſhalt never loſe the fecd of Grace, the habits of 
Grace, 1 John 3. 9. Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit 
fin, ( that is, doth not give himſelf over to a voluntary ferv- 
ing of fin: hedos not make a Trade of fin: he fins not total- 
'y, finally, maliciouſly, habitually, tudiouſly, reſolutely,wil- 
tully, delightfully, deadly, duapriay 5 man he dos not make 
it his work to fin, he cannot follow his lufis, as a work-man 
follows his Trade ) for bis ſeed remaintth in.bim.. The ſeed of 
God, the ſeed of Grace is an abiding ſeed. 

5. Thou ſbalt never loſe the forgiveneſs of thy ſins(though 


eo, 


— 


thou mailt loſe the ſenſe and affurance of thy guy ); 
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Fer. 31. 34. For I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
fin no more, Mich. 7. 19. 

6. Thou ſhalt never loſe thy intereſt in the Covenant of 
| Grace, Pſz'.. 89. 30. 35. Fer. 31.31, 38. J/:. 54. 10. Once 
in Covenant, and for ever 1n Covcnant. 

9. Thou ſhile never Joſe thy union with Chriſt, F-bn 15 
1. 6. In Fobn 17. Chriſt prayed, that we might be one, as be 
and bis F atber are one; not eſſentially, . nor perſonally, bat 
ſpiritually, (o as no other creature is united to God. There 
can b: no Divorce between Chriſt and the believing foul. 
Ct-r.(t hates putting away. Sin may for a time ſeemingly (e- 
parate between Chriſt and the believer; but it can never h- 
nally ſeparate bztween Chriſt and the Believer. Look, as it 
is imfollible for the Leaven that is in the Dough, to be (e- 
parated from the Dough after it is once mixed ; for it turn- 
eth the naturs ofthe Dough into it (elf; fo it is impoſſible 
for the Saints ever tobe ſeparated from Chrift ; for Chriſt is 
1n the Saints, as nearly, and as really, as the Leaven is in the 
very Dough. Chriſt and b:licycrs are fo incorporated, as 
if Chriſt and they were one lump. Oar nature is now joyned 
to God by the indiffolvable tyc of the Hypoſtatical Union in 
the ſecond Perſon: and we inour- perfons, are joyned to 
God, by the Myſtical indifſo!vable bond of the Spirit, the 
third Perſon. Our union with the Lord is ſo near, and fo 
glorious, that it makes us one Spirit with him. In this blef- 
{cd union, the Saints are not only joyned to the Graces and 
benefits which flow from Chriſt, but to the Perſon of Chriſt, 
to Chriſt himſelf, who is firſt given for us, and tous; and 
then with him, wereccive all other (piritual blefſings and fa- 
yours. 

8. Thou ſhalt never loſe.thy inwazd peace, either totally 
or finally. *Tis trac, by lin, and Satan, and the world, and 
divine withdrawings, thy peace may- be ſomewhat * inter- 
rupted, but it ſhall never be finally loft. The greateſt forms 
in this life that beats upon a bcliever, will in time blow 
oyer, and the Sun of Righteouſneſs, the Prince of Peace will 
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|ther, whoſe pleaſure *cis, to give you the Kingdom, that is, 


ſhine as gloriouſly upon him as ever, John 14. 27. Peace I 
kave with you, (its bonum hereditamentum, a good inheritance) 
my peace I give unto you : not as the world giveth, give I unto 
yow. My peace I give wnto you , that is, that peace with God, 
and prace with confcience, that 1 have purchaſed with my 
blood, 1 give unto you, Men may with me peace, but 'tis 
only Chrift chat can give me peace, The peace that Chriſi 
gives, 1s bottom'd upon his blood z upon h's 1mputed righ- 
teouſneſs z upon his Intercciſion, and upon a Covenant of 
Peace; and therefore it mutt needs be a lafting peacc, an 
abiding pcace, When a Tyrant thus threatned a Chriſtian, 
1 will take away thy houſe : the Chriſtian replyed, Thou 
canlt not take away my peace. When the Tyrant threatn:d 
to break up his School, the Chriſtian anſwered, I ſhall (ill 
keep whole my peace. Wheu the Tyrant threatned to con+ 
fiſcate all his goods, the Chriſtian anfwered, yet there is no 
premunire againli my peace, When the Tyrant chreatned 
to baniſh him out of his own Countrey, the Chriltian reply- 
ed, yet I ſhall carry my peace with me. 

9. Thou ſhalt never loſe thy Title to Heaven, Luke 12.32. 
Fear not little flick; ( wing2y woixurior, here are two Diminu- 
tivesin the Original ; the word tranſlated Flock, fignifiecth 
a Little Flock ; but that the exceeding littlenefs of it might 
appear, Chriſt adds arother word : fo that the words in 
che fountain run thus, Fear not little little flock And indeed 
in all the Ages of the world, the flock of Chriſt have becn 
bue little in their own eyes, and little in the worlds cyecs, 
and little in their enemies eyes, and but Jittle in compariſon 
of that world of Wolves that bas fill ſurrounded them ) for 
it is your Fathers good pleaſure to give you the Kingd;m. You 
need neither fear the loſs of earthly things, or the want of 
earthly things ; for you have a kind, a tender, a loving Fa-| 


the Heavenly Kingdom, that is prepared and rcferved for 
you. 
10. and laftly, Thou ſhalt never loſe thy Crown of Life, 
thy crown of Glory, thy incorruptible crown, thy crown! 


- righteouſneſs. 2 Tim, 4. 8, Henceforth is laid up for me @ 
crown 
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crown of righteouſneſs, which tbe Lird the righteous Fudge ſhall 
give me at that diy; andnit to me only, but nnto all: them all. 
that love bis appearance. A Crown is the top of Royalty. 
Here it notes that everlaſting glory that is laid up for the 
Saints. Now this Crown 1s called a Crown of Rightcouſ- 
nels ; parly, becauſc cis purchaſed by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriftz and partly, b:caufe he is rightcous that hath pro 
miſcd it 3 and partly, becauſe it is a yult and righteous thing 
with God, to crown them with glory at laftt, who have for 
his honour been crowned with thame and reproach in this 
world ; and partly, becauſc they come to this Crown, in the 
uſe of righteous waycs and means. And this Crown is (aid 
to be laid up, fo note our {ure and certain enjoyment of it, 
as the Greek word 'Awaxvira:, dos import, And let thu: 
much tuffce for Anſwer to this ſecond Objcion. 


I would juſtifie the Lord, I would ſay be is righteous , though 
my houſe be burnt up, and [ am turned out of all ; but this trou- 
bles mr, I bave not an eftate to da that good that formerly 1 
bave done. I was once full, bat the Lord bath made me empty : 
[ was once Naomi; i. e. beantifu! ; bus now God bas made me 
Marah; i. c. bitter ; the Lord bath teftifed againſt me, and the 
Almighty bath affi.ded me, and conſumed me on every band. 1 
have fed the poor, J have clithed the naked, I bave received them 
that were in bonds : The bleſſing of. bim that was ready to periſh 
tame wporn me 5 but now, I can do little or notbing for others ; 
and this #rowbles me. 


I anſwer, Thy condition is no lower, than was the con- 
dition of Chriſt azd his Apoſtics in this world, Silver: and 
Gold have we nome. Acts 3. 6. Salvian faich, that Chriſt is 
Mendicorum maximus, the y ceateft Beggar inthe world, as 
one that ſharcth in all his Saints necefſities. Both Chritt 
and his followers whcn they were in this world, they 
were maintained by others. They had no Lands nor Lord- 
ſhips, bat vcd upon ochers coſts. Butofthis before ;- there- 
fore 1.t this touch ſuffice here. Bur, | 

Secondly, God many times in thas hife, repairs his peoples 


charity 


ObjeR. 3. 
Ruth x. 20, 
21, 


Job 29. 13. 
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Matth. 19,27, 
1 28, 29, 30. 

2 Cor. 9. 6. 

a ro I4. 

4 Heb. 6. 10. 


Mattb. 10. 42. 


| charity with intereſt upon intercſt, Their (cattering 


| have read of one, who having given ſomewhat to a poor 


{jured himſelf, by giving bcyond his ability ; preſently cur- 


than ever you did, then you may be confident , that _ 


{man bath, and not according to that be bath not. God prefers 


is their encrcafing : their (pending is their lending: their 
lzyings out, arc but layings up for themſelves, Prov. 11. 24. 
T here is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth. Vertc 25. The liberal 
ſoxl ſhall be made fat : and he that watereth , ſhall be watered 
alſo bimſelf, It is fabled of Midas, that what ever he touch- 
cd, he turned it into Gold, This is moſt true of Charity; 
what ever the hand of Charity toucheth, it turneth it into 
Gold{(be it but a cup of cold water )nzy into Heaven it fe!f. ] 


man, and conlidering with himſelf, whether he had not in- 


reed himſelf with thoſe thoughts, that he had lent it to 
one, that would pay well again; and within an hour after, 
he had it reſtored above (ſevenfold, in a way which he never 
thought of. However Ged may carry it towards his peo- 
ple in this world, yet he will be fure-to repay their charity 
in that other world, It is ſtoried of one Evagrizs ( in Ce- 
drenms ) a rich man who lying upon his death-bed, and be- 
ing importuned by Sineſius the Biſhop, to give ſomething to 
charitable uſes, he yielded at laft to give three hundred 
pounds z but firſt took Bond of the Biſhop, that it ſhould be 
payed him in another world ( according to the promile of 
our Saviour with a hundred fold advantage ) and the very 
next night after his departure, he appeared to the B:(hop, 
delivering the Bond cancelled, and fully diſcharged; thereby 
acknowledging, that what was promiſed was made good. 
It 18 probable, that the relation is fabulous, But this is cer- 
tain, viz. That one dayes being in Heaven, will make us a 
ſuffcient recompence for whatſoever we have given, or do 
give, or ſhall give in this world. Bur, A 
Thirdly, If che conftant frame and diſpoſition of your 
hearts be, fo do as much good as ever you did, or more good 


Lord accepts of your will for the decd, 2 Cor. 8. 12. Fori 
there be firſt a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a 


. 


| a willing mind, before a worthy work. God meaſures all his 


people, | 


—_— 
_—_— nad 
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people, not by their works, but by their wiils, When th 
will is ttrongly enclined and byaſſ:d to works of charity, fo 
that a man would fain be a giving to the poor, and a ſupply- 
ing the. wants and neceſſities of the needy; but can't fo; 
want of an eftate; in this caſe God accepts of the will for 
the decd, David had a purpoſe ang a wiil to baild G4 a 
houſe, and God took it (o kindly at his hands, that he di- 


2 Chron 5. $ _ 


{patches an Embafſadour to him, to tell him, how highly he 
reſented his purpoſe and good will, to build him a houſe 
The Widows will was in her two mites which (he calt into 
Gods Trealury ; and therefore Chriſt ſets a more honourable], an 


value upon them, than he dos upon all the vaſt ſumms 
that others caſt in, Many Princes and Queens, Lords and 
Ladies are forgotten, when this poor Widow, who had 3 
will co be nobly charitable, has her name written in letters 
of Gold, and her charity put upon record for all cternity. 
The King of Perſiz did lovingly accept of the poor mans 
handful of water, becauſe his good will was init, and put it 
into a Golden Veſſel, and gave the poor man the Veſſel of 
Gold. And do you think, that the King of Kings will. be 
out-done by the King of Perfia ? Surely no. Burt, 

— Fourthly, and laſily, As there are more wayes to the Wood 4 
than one; ſo there are more wayecs of doing good to others; 
than one, If chou canſt not do fo much gcod to others as 
formerly thou haſt done, by chy Purſc;yct thou maiſt do more 
good to others, than ever yet theu haſt done, by thy Pen,thy 
Parts, thy Prayers, thy Gifts, thy Graces, thy cxamplcs 
Though thou art lefs fervicabl: to their bodies z. yet if thou 
art more ſerviceable than ever to their ſouls. . Thou haft 
no reaſon to complain : there 15 no love, no compeſlion, no 
pity, no charity, no mercy to that, which reaches immorta] 
ſouls, and which will turn moſtto a mans account in the 
great day of our Lord Jeſus. 


42,43 44- 


I would juſtifie the Lord, I would ſay be is righteous, though] ObjeR. 3+ | 
my houſe he burnt up, and I am turned out of all; but God bas! 
puniſhed the righteous, with the wicked ( if not more. than 1he] 
wicked ) this fiery, Rod has fallen beavier npgn many Saints, than: 

| | Xx pon | 
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Anſs. 1. 


Gen, 1« 12. 
Gen. 26. 


Gen. 42. 

2 Sam.21.1. 
1 Kings 18 2. 
Matth. 5. 45 5* 


[Ecclel, 9. 2. 


Communia eſſe 
wTolat, &c. 
commoda pro- 
bans, Oc. 
Lncommoda 
ſais. Terrul. 


Iſalm 77+ 19; | 
tRom. 11. 33+ 
Pſalm 97» 2. 


| Abrabam and his Family were by Famine driven into 


Pſalm 36. 6. 


t 
{ 


{darkneſs arc round about him 3 righteouſneſs and judgement 
| are the babit#tion of bis Throne, When his Judgements are 2 
| great deep) yet then his righteouſnels is like the great Moun- 
rams. Therearc many Myſterics in nature, and many my- 
1fteries of Srate which we arc ignorant of; and why then 


{confider, how many p«fſible deaths lurk in his own bowels, 


on many ſinners, &c. How then can I juſtifie God ? How then 
cn I ſay, that the Lord is righteous ? &c. 


In all the Ages of the world, Gods deareſt children have 
been deep ſharers with the wicked in all common calamities, 


as well as others. And Iſaac and his Family, were by F4- 
mine driven into the Philiftins Countrey, as well as others. 
And f acob and his Family,by Famine were driven into Zzyp: 
as well as others. And in Davids time , there was a Fa- 
mine for three years : And in Elijabs time there was a fore 
Famine in Samaria. The difterence that God puts between 
his own and others, arc not (cen in the adminiſtration of 
cheſe outward things. Al things come alike to all: there is 
one event to the righteous and to the wicked, to the good and 
to the clean, and to the unclean ; to him that ſacrificeth, and 
to him that ſacrificeth not : as is the good, fo is the ſinner, 
and he that ſweareth, as he that fearcth an Oath ? The pri- 
viledges of the Saints lye in temporals, but in (piritua's and 
eternals; elſcRcligion would not be a matter of faith, but 
ſenſe : and men would ſerve God, not for himſelf , but for 
the gay and gallant things of this world. Bur, 

Secondly, There arc as many Myftcrics in Providences, us 
there are in Prophecies:and many Texts of Providence are as 
hard to underſtand, as many Texts of Scriptures are. Gods 
way is in the Sea, bis paths are in the great waters, and bu 
fortfteps are not known. His judgements are mnſearchable, and! 
bis wayes are paſt finding owt. And yet when clouds and 


ſhould we wonder, that there are many myſteries in Provi-! 
dence, that we do not underftand. L:t a man but ſrionfly 


and the. innumerable Hofts of external dangers, which be- 


_ him on cvery fide; how many inviſible Arrows fly 


about 


_— 


q 


| 
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about his cars continually ; and yet how few have hit him, 
and that none hitherto have mortally wounded him; and it 
will doubtleſs fo far affe& his heart, as to work him to con- 
clude, that great, and many, and myRerious, arc the Provi- 
dences that daily attend upon him. Vives reports of a ]:w, 
that having gone over a deep River on a narrow planck in 


1a dark night, and coming the next day, to fee what dan- 


he had eſcaped, fell down dead with altoniſhment. 


er 
| Should God many times but open to us, the milterioufne(s of 


his Providences, they would be matter of amazement aud 
iftoniſhment tous. I have read, that Marcia a Roman Pcin- 
cels being great with child, had the Babe in her killed with 
lightning, (he her (elf eſcaping the danger. What a my+ 
fterious Providence was this? Gods Providence towards his 
Frvants, 1s as a wheel in the midſt of a wheel ; whoſe mo- 
tion, and work, and endin working, is not diſcerned by a 
common eye. The aGtings of Divine Providence are many 
times ſo dark, intricate and myſterious, that it will pole 
men of the molt raiſed parts, and of the choiceſt experi- 
ences, and of the greatelt Graces, to be able to difcern the 
'waycs of God in them, There are many myſtcrics in the 
works of God, 2s well as in the word of God. Bur, 


and therefore they ſmart with others. Thus Miſes and Aa- 
ron ſinned with others, and therefore they were ſhut out of 
Canaan, and their Carkaffes fell in the Wilderneſs as well as 
others. Pal. 106. 35. They were mingled among the Heathen, 
and learned their works. Verle 40. Therefore was the wrath of 
the Lord kindled againſt bis people, inſomuch, that be abhorred 
bis inheritance. Jer. 9.25, 26. Bebold the dayes come, ſaith the 
Lid, that I will puniſh all them which are circumciſed, with the 


Juncircumciſed. Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the chil- 


dren of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the umoſt cor- 
ners, that dwell in the Wilderneſs : for a! theſe Nations are uncir- 
ewmciſed, and all the houſe of Iſrael are uncircumciſed in the bears. 
Such as were outwardly , but not inwardly circumciſed, 


{ſhould be ſage to be puniſhed in the day of Gods wrath, with 


thoſe who were neither inwardly nor outwardly circum- 
ciled 


XX 2 


Thirdly, Sometimes Gods own people fin with others, 


I have read 
of a Father and 
$ Son, who 
b:1nz (h 
weacle at es, 
the Son failed 
to ſhoar upon 
:h2 back of 
-hts deal Fa- 
ther. What 
a ſtrange my- 
'terious Pro- * 
viler.ce was 
chis ! 
P[a. Nat.H'þﬀ. 
2h. 2.cap- FL. 


Eck. 1.16; 


Numb, 29. | 


Vid. Rom. 2. 
28, 29. 
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Rev, 18. 4. 
t Per. 4 17. 


2 Chron. 32, 


2eSam. 24. 10. 
'0 18, 


Geue14.12 16, 
Common ca- 
amitics make 


Jno diſcrimi- 


nation be- 
tween perſors 
and per{ons,or 
houſes and 
houſes. All 
common 


1 Judgement 


work accord- 
ing to their 
commdgltion, 
and according 
to their na- 


"cure, without 


diſt nguiſhing 
the righ:eous 
from the + 
wicked. 


5. 


Zech. 13. 9. 
Becl. 8:12, 13- 


Ezck. 9+ 6. | iled, When the good and the bad joyn in common provo- 


| 


cations, no wou.d-r if they (uffer 1n .common delolations, 
Though grols impieties, Iike Puchor Gunpowder enceges 
che fire : yet the ſins, the infirmities of Gogs people, add 
to the lame. Not only Mansſſ s his blood: , but alſo 
good H.z'kiabs pride and vanity of (pirit, boaſting and glo- 
rying in his w-2ldly riches, brought on the Babyloniſh Capti- 
vity upon the Jews. But, 

Four hly, The people of God many times ſuffer in com. 
mon calamities, as they are parts and members of that Po- 
litick body that is punithed. The fins ofa City, a Society, 
a Company, or a Nation, may involve all the memb. rs in the 
ſame Judgement, Though Lt was not guilty of the fins of 
Sodom; yet Lot was carried away in the Captivity of Sodom, 
1s CO-habiting with them. And {© though mafy of the pre- 
cious Servants of the Lord in London, were not guilty of 
thoſe groſs impicties, that their neighbours were guilty of ; 
yet co-habjting cither with them, or near them, they were 
burnt up and deſtroyed with them. Achans Family were not 
guilty of Achans Sacriledge, and y«t Achans Family were de- 
[troyed for Achans Sacriledge, The burning of London was 
a National Judgement; and this National Judgement , was 
the produdt of National tins,as I have formerly proved. Now 
mark, though the people of God may be perſonally innocent, 
yet becauſe they are members of a nocent body, they are 
liable to undergo the temporal ſmart of National Judge- 
ments. Doubtleſs a whole City may be laid deſolate for the 
wickedneſs of one man, or of a few men, that dwelleth in 
it, Ecclef. 9. 18. On: Fuwer deftroget bh much good. Burt, 

Fifthly, When good men who can't be julily charged with 
publick fins, do yet fall with wicked men by publick judge- 
ments, you muſt remember, that God has ſeveral diffcrent 
ends, in inflicting one and the fame Judgements, both upon 
the good and upon the bad, The mettal and the d:ols go 
both into the fire together, but the drofs is conſumed, and 
the mettal refined. The ftalk and the ear of corn, fall upon; 
the threſbing floor, under one and the ſame Flay] ; but the! 
one is ſhattercd in pieces, the other is preſerved: From one 

and 


— <=>——— yr. 


— —— 


I 


the late fiery Diſpenſation. 165 


{and the ſame Olive, and from under one and the fame Prefs,|. 
is cruſhed out both Oyl and diegs , but the one is tunn'd up 
for uſe, the other thrown out a5 unſerviceable. The fam: 
| Jadgements that befall the wicked, may betall the rightc- 
ous, but not upon the ſame accompt. The righteous arg 
calt into the Furnace for tryal ; but the wicked tor their ru 
ine, The righteous are lignally ſanctifhed by fiery diipen- ſer. 24, 12, 
lations, but the wicked are fignally worlened by the fame | 3» 5- 

diſpenſations. The very (elf fame Judgement chat is as a Load- 
ſtone to draw the righteous towards Heaven, will 'be as 4 
Mill-Gone to fink the wicked down to Hell. The P\llar of 
fire that went before Iſrael, had a light fide and a dark {ide ; | Ex01. 14. 20- 
the light tide was towards Gods people, and the dark lide 
was towards the Egyptians, Th: flames of Lindon will 
prove ſuch a Pillar both to the rightcous and the wick:d, 
That will cex:ainly be made good upon the righteous and 
the wicked, whole habitations have been deſtroyed by Lon 
dons flames : ther the Greek Epigramm (peaks of the Silver | 
Ax the Enſign of Jultice. 


_ 


That Sword that cuts the bad in Twain, 
[ The good doth wound and heal again. 

Thoſe dreadful Judgements that have been the Ax of Gods: 
r:venging Juſtice, to wound and break the wicked in pieces, 

ſhall be righteous mens cures, and their Golden reltoratives. 

But, . 

Sixthly and laſtly, God ſometimes wraps up his own peo- 6. 
ple with the wicked in deſobating Judgements 3. that he may 
before all the world wipes off that reproach, which Atheiſts 
and wicked men arc apt to caſt upon him, as if he were par- 
nal, as if he were a reſpeRer of perſons 3. and as if his-wayes | Ezek. 18. 25. 
were not juſt and £quall., God to (top the mouth of iniqui- ; 
ty, the mouth of blaſphemy, hath made his,own people as 
deſolate as others by that fiery calamity that has paſt upon' | 
them. Such men that have been eye witneſſes of Gods 
impartial dealing with his own people in, tholgyayes when 
London was in flames, mult ay,” that,God js neigher partial. | 
| XX 3 nor 


29. 
Chap, 33- 20, 
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3 
Luke 21. 19. 


Lev. 10. 2,3. 
The Hebrew 
word Da%an, 
'gnihes f1- 
ence, or {11- 
ils : ir fgni- 


nor fond. And let thus much ſafhce, by way of Anſwer to 
this Objection, 


The third Duty that lyes upon thoſe that have been burnt! 
up, is for them in patience to poſſeſs their own ſouls, and 
quietly to acquieſce in what the Lord has done. O Sirs, 
hold your peace, and bridle your paſſions, and quietly ſub- 
mit co the firoke of Divire Juttice., When Azrons Sons 
were dcyoured by fire, Azron held his peace. ' And will not! 
you hold your pezce, now your houſes are devoured by fire? 
What were your houtes to Aarons Sons? All the houſes in 
ihe world, arc not fo near and dearto a man as his children 
are. In this tory concerning Aaron and his Sons, there ate 


hes a ſtaying 
of the heart, 
a quiering of 


the mind, Aarons mind was quiet and ſtil] : all his unruly aft Rions and paſlions, were 
tilled and allayed, 'Okafte obſerves, that Foſbuab in ſpeaking to the Sun Sta1d ſtill in 
1Gib:oz, uſerh the ſame word T1 that is here uſed. Zobaa 12. 10. So that this Phraſe, 
Aa: on b:1d bis peace, imports thus much, Thar Aa 0+ itood till, or ſtayed from further 
vexing, or troub'ing, or diſquieting of himſz1f ; though at firſt his heart was in a ſtrange 
violent motion, yet he recovers himſelf, and ſtands til before the Loid., 


| ine had been ſo-ncar. What miſery to that of being ſudden- 


| fitic Gods hot difptcaſure againti them : for they were de- 


many thingsremarkable. As, 


1. That he had loſt ewo of his Sons, yea, two of his cldeftt 
Sons together at a clap. | 
2. Theſe two were the moſt honourable of the Sons ofj 
Aaron : as we may fee, Exod. 24. 1: in that they only with 
their Father ' and the ſeventy Elders arc appointed to come 
up to the Lord. | | 
3. They were: cut off by a ſudden and unexpected death, 
when neither them(ſclves cor their Father, thought their ru- 


ly {arprized by a doleful death*- 
4 They were cut off by g way which might ſeem to te- 


voured by firefrom God. They finned by irc, and they pe- 
rſhed by fire. Look, as fire came from the Lord before in 
mercy 3 ſo-now fire is ſent from the Lord in Judgement. 
Certainly the manner of their death, pointed out the fin for 


E- 


which they'were fmyten. Now what Father had not = 
| 7 ther; 
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her- loſe all his children at once, by an. ordinary ſtroke of 
death, than to ſee one of them deftroyed by Gods immedi- 
ate handin fuch a terrible manner. 
$. They were thus ſmitten by the Lord on the very firſi 
day of cheir entring upon that high honour of their Pricltly 
FunQion; and when their hearts were doubtleſs full of joy, 
now to be ſuddenly thunder-firuck in fuch a Sun-ſhine day 
of mercy, as this ſeemed to be, mult needs add weight to thei 
calamity and miſery. 
* 6, They were cut off with ſuch great ſeverity for a very 
ſmall offence, if reaſon may be permitted to fit as Judge in 
the caſe. They were made monuments of divige vengeance 
only for taking fire co burn the Incenſe, from one place, 
when they ſbould have taken it from another. And this 


and at ſuch a time, when they had much work lying vpan! 


employmeat. Now notwithſtanding all this Aaron held his; 

ce. It may be, at firſt, when he {aw his Sons devoured: 
a" fire, his heert began to wrangle, and his paſſions began 
to work ; but- when he conſidered the mghteoulnels of God, 
on the one hand, and the glory that God would get to him- 
{if on the other hand 3 he-preſently checks himſelf, and layes 
his hand upon his mouth, and ftands ſtill and filent- before 
theLord. Though ic be not eafie in great afflitions with 
Axron, to hold our peace 3 yet it is very advantageous: 
which the Heathens ſeemed tointimte, in placing the Image 
| of Angeronia, with the tnouth bound upontheAltar of Hobs 
ia, to ſhew, that they do prudently and patiently bear, and 
nceal their eroubles, ſorrows and- anxieties, they ſhall at- 
tain to comfort at laſt, What the Apotile faith. of the di- 
ſireffed Hebrews, after the fpoyling of their goods, Te have weed 
of patience; theiſame Þ may tay! to-you, who have loſt your 
houſes, your Shops, your Trades; your alb: you have:nced | 
yes, you have great need of parirmce, Though thy mercies 
are few, and thy miſcries/are many; though thy merciey 
are (mall, and thy miſferics ve greatz yetr:look that thy 
= be quict, and that thow/doſt ſweetly acquieſce inthe 


. 
% 


they did ( fay fume ) not purpoſely, but through miſtake, | 


their hands, and were but newly entred upon their new} 
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Plalm 39. 9. | will of God. Now God hath laid his fiery Rod upon your 
See my Mit backs, it will be your greateſt wiſdom to lay your hands 


Ch-i/t;ae, un- 
der the ſmart- 
ing rod, where 
the exce}lency 
of paticnce & 
the evil of im- 
patience, 1s 
large]y {ct 
forth. 


- —— 


|rurn *the molt {ervierable and uſctul creatures to us, to be the 


jewo Arguments to work the Saints to ſet up God as the 


{ of the Titles of God, expr: ſing his nature, and in which he 
 } glories, thathe is called a conſuming fire. , Theſe, words Ged 


|| <xeature : and fo may very well ſerve, to ſet forth,tous the 
terriblencls and dreadfolneſs of God. Now God is here ſaid 
{10 be:a confining ar:devouring firg...; The word in the Out: 


upon your mouths, and to ſay with David, 1 was dumb, I 
opened not my mouth, becanſe thou drdit it. To be paticnt and 
lilent under the ſharpeſt Providences, and the foreſt Judge- 
ments, is as much a Chrittians glory, as it is his duty. The 
patient Chriſtian feels the want of nothing. Patience will 
give contentment in the mid{i of want.” No lots, no crofe, 
no affl:Fion will fit heavy upon a patient foul. Dinyſin, 
laith, that this benefit he had by the. tiudy of Pailoſophie, 
viz, That he bore - with. paticnce-, all thole alterations and 
changes that he met with in his outward condition. Now 
(hall Nature--do more than Grace ? Shall the ſtudy of Phi- 
olophy, do more than the: ſtudy of Chriti, Scripture, and a 
mans own heart ? - Bur, 


The fourth Duty that lyes upon thoſe who have bren 
burned up, is to ſet up the Lord in a more. eminent degree 
than ever, as the great objc& of their fear. Oh how ſhould 
we ſcarand.tremble before the great God, who 1s able to 


means of deſtroying of us ,-H.b. 12. 28: Let us have grac 
whereby "we may ſerve G3d acceptably, with reverence and god 
fear. Veric 29. For.our God is.,a conſuming fire. Here, aze 


gacat objc&.of their fear. - The firſt js drawn from the terti- 
bleacls of Gods Majeliy; He is a conſuming fire. The (econd 15 
deawn- from the relation which is between God and. his p:0- 
plc, Our God, What a firange Title is this of the great 
God, :that we meet with in this place ? and yet this it ore 


a; tonſuming fire, are not to be taken properly, but mets- 
phorically. - Fire we know; is” a very terrible and dreadful 


, *alerepxaiozor, 38, doul)y,compoundey, and.ſo. the ſign): 


tt. 


it) 


fication 
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hcation is augmented and encreaſed, to note to us the ex- 
ceeding terriblencls of the tire that is here meant, When 
God would (et forth himſelf ro be molt terrible and dread- 
ful to the ſons of men, he dos it by this reſemblance of fire, 
which of all things is moit terrible and intolcrable , Deur. 


God. The H-:brew word IR that is here readered con- 
ſuming, doch properly fignitic devouring or eating ; it comes 
from 228, which lignities to devexer and eat; and by a Meta- 
|phor it tignifeth to conſume or deſtroy. God is a devouring 
fixe, a cating fire, and ſinners, and all they have, is but 
bread and meat for divine wrath to fred upon, Dear. 9. 3. 
Underſtand therefore this diy, that the Lord thy Ged ts be, which 
goeth before thee as a conſuming fire : be ſhall deſtroy them, and 
he ſhall bring them dawn before thy face : ſb ſha't thou drive them 
out, aud d.ftroy them quickly, as the Lord bathſiid unto thee. 
What more violent, what more irretiſtible, what more ter- 
{rible, than fire? O how much therefore dos it concern us, 
{to ſet up that God, as the great obje of our fear, who hath 
armed and commanded this dreadful creature the fire, to 
deſtroy us in many, or in moſt of our outward concernments 
w to this world ! Jer. 10. 11, At bis wrath the earth ſhail 
foal tremble, and the Nations ſhall not be, able to abide bis indig- 
nation. Job 13. 11. Shall not bis Excellency make you afraid, and 


fear of thee , and I am afraid of thy judgements, Hab, 3.5. 
Before bim went the Piſtilence, and burning coals went forth at 
{bis feet. Verſe 16. When 1 beard my belly irembled, my lips qui- 
vered at the voice ; rottenneſs entered into my bones, and ' trem- 
bld in my ſelf, that I might rift in tbe day of trouble. Ah 
London, London, it highly concerns thee to tremble and qui- 
ver, and ftand in awe of that great and glorivus God who 
hath ſent ſo many thouſands to their long homes by a 
(weeping Peftilence, and who hath by a dreadful fire turned 
thy ancicnt Monuments, and thy (tately buildings into a ru- 
inous heap. That Chriftian is more worth than the Gold of 
oy who fears more the hand that hath laid on the hery 


Rod, than the Rod it ſelf. That prudent and faithfol Coun- 


4. 24. For the Lord thy God is a con'uming fire; even a jealow | 


bis dread fall wpon you ? Pal. 119: 120. My fl:h trembleth for | 


Yy (el 


See Plal yo 3. 
Ifa. 33. 14. 
Deurt. 23. 58, 
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ſel which the Prophet Iſaiah givzs, thould alwayes lye warm 

| upon every burnt C:rizer's heart, Itz. 8. 13. Sartlifie the Loyd 

of Hotts himſelf, and let him be your fear, and let, bum be your 
dread. But, 


$. The fifth Duty that lyes upon thoſe who have been burnt 
The Poe's ' up, is to be contented with their preſent condition. When 
bring in th? | 4 mans mind is brought down to his means, all is well, 
feigned Gods, (> "rentation of mind under all the turns and changes of 
eac! org con- ; 
nt with his | this ike, makes a Believer Matter , both of the little and 
n Office 'great worldof unruly detires within himfc't, and of tem- 
' Eltate* | prations in the world without, Contentment in a mans 
Mis Preſent condition, will yield him a little Heaven in the midk 
with Sciences, Of all the great Hells that he meets with in this world. 
Men y with | Contentation is a hidden treaſure, that the Believer will car- 
E oquence> |xy with him to the third Heaven where an excceding 
rn bg” wed weight of glory and conteniation , with full fatisfaRtion to 
mes | his delizes, will be added to that little ſtuck of contentment 
and Pluto that hc bas obtained in this world, Contentation in every 
with Hells |condition, is no other but the Houſe of God, and the gate 
of Hcaven ( as F ac1h once (peaks of that gracious manifetia- 
tion of God, Gen. 28 ) God dwells in a contented heart, and 
a contented heart dwells in God, Contentment is that 
Porch, wherein the Believer waits tor an entrance into an 
2 Cor. 5,1, |houle not made with hands, but one eternal in the Hea- 
ven. O labour much with God, that your hearts may be 
brought fully under the power of theſe divine commands. 
1 Tim. 6. 8. Having food and rayment, ket us be therewith 
content, Hb. 13.5. Let your converſation be with\ut coverouſ: 
> neſr, ( or without the love of Silver, as the Gr-e& word fip- 
mfies ) and*be content with ſuch things as you hive, Contenſ 
preſentibus. So B:z2 and others, be content with things pre 
'ent, The believing Hebrews had been plund-rcd | f 4)! they 
nad in this world ( when the Apottle give forth chis Royal 
command. Hh. 10. 34. ) and yet the Apoſtle requires them 
o be content. *Tis a«s much the duty of a Chirititan, fob: 
:ontent When he has nothing, 3s when all the world (miles 
upon him, Chriſtians are Souffdiers, Scrangers, Travellers, 
Pilgrims, 
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Pilgums, and therefore it conc:rns them to make ſhift with 
lictic things , yea, with any thing in chis world. The I/fra hires 
had no gay clothes, nor no new clothes 1n their wilderne(s 
condition 3 but God made their old clothes, to de all clothe: 
to them ; and that was enough. Facob did not indent with 
God for Junkets or Ocnaments, but for tood and ray ment 
Gen. 25. 20. If God will give me bread to cat and rayment to 
put on, then ſhall the L1rd be my God, Nature 15 content with 
a lictle, Grace with lets ; though nothing will fat:shc thoſe 
mens hearts, Whole lufis arc their Lords. We (hill never 
want @ peni:y in our Purles co bear our charges till we get 
to Heaven ; and therefore let us be content with our preſent. 
portion in this world, Phil: 4. 11, 12+ 1 have learned in what- 
ſoever eftate I am therewith to b: content, 1 knw bow to be 
abaſed: and 1 know bow to abound: every where, and in all 
things 1 am inſtrutied both to be full and to be bungry, both to 
abownd and 10 ſuffer nezd, Ia theſe words you have firſt the 
viciſſitude of Pauls outward condition ; at one time he 
abounds, at another he is abaſcd ; at one time he is full, and 
at another time he ſuffers need. 2. You have the ſweet and 
gracious compoſure of his ſpirit, and this 1s expreſ{.d in 
two ſingular as. The firſt is his contentation of mind 
in all conditions. I have learned in whatſoever eftate I am 
therewith to be content. The ſecond is his prudent and perti- 
nent comportment with his preſcat condition; I know both 
bow to be abaſed, and how to» abound. 3. You have the way 
how he 'attained this contentation of mind in all condit: 

tions I have learned (faith he ) I am infiructed : this 
leſſon of contentment, he did not learn, at the feet of 
Dr, Gamaliel, but in the School of ]:fus Chritt, Content: 
ment inevery condition, 1s too high a lefſon, for any eff-u- 
ally-to teach, but Jeſus Chriftt. O Ss, in the grave it 1s 4} 
one,, who hath had all, and who hath had none, What 
folly is it, to lay up goods for many years, when we cannot 
lay up one day for the enjoyment of our goods? Chritt 
( who never miſ-callcd any ) calls him fol, who had mach 
of the world under his hands, but nothing of Gos, or H-a- 


ven in his heart. Zopirns tnc Perfian was contented to fu- 
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ſain the cutting off his Noſe, and Ears, and Laps, to further 
the enterpriſe of his Lord Darius againſt proud Babylon, So 
Chriſtians ſhould be contented to be any thing, to de any 
thing, or to ſuffer any thing, to further or promote the glo- 
ry of God in this world, All this whole world is not pro- 
portionable to the precious foul. All che riches of the In- 
dies cannot pacific conſcience, nor fecure eternity, nor pre- 
vent death, nor bring you off in the day of Judgement: and 
therefore be contented with a little. All che good things of 
this world, are but cold comforts: they cannot firetch to 
eternity : they will not go with us into another world ; and 
therefore why ſhould the want of ſuch things, either trouble 
our thoughts, or break our hearts. The whole world is but 
a Paradil(: for foo!s ; *tis a beautiful, but deceitful Harlot : 
"tis a dreamed (weetnels, and a very Ocean of Gall. There 
is nothing to be found in it, that has not mutability and un- 
certainty, vanity and vexation ftampt upon.it. And there- 
fore he can't be happy, that enjoyes it 3 nor he miſerable, 
that wantsit. And why then (bould not he be contented, 
that has bat but a lirtle of it? The greateſt outward hap- 
pines, is but honied poifon : and therefore don't ſhrug nor 
taint, becauſe thou haft but little of the world. All thy 
croſſes and loſſes ſhall be ſo tempered by a hand of Heaven, 
as that they thail b:come wholeſome Medicines; they ſhall 
be fieps (oO thy futureglory 3 they arc thy only Hell, thy Hea-1 
ven-15focame. - And therefore be-contented in the midit of 
all thy ſorrows and ſufcrings. Remember that many 
times they who have.moſt of the world in the:r hands, have 
leaſt of God, of Chritt, of the Spirit, of Grace, @f Heaven in 
their hearts. And remember that a man were better to 
have much of God with a little of the world, than to have 
much of the world, witha little of God. God alone is a 
thouſand thouſand felicities,and a world of happineſs, the on» 
ly life and light. Algerizsthe Martyr, being (wallowed up 
in a ſweet fruition of God, found more light in his Duage- 
on, than was without in all the world. O Sirsif uponcatt- 
ing up of your accounts for another world, you find that 
gone is your home, the world your foot{too}, the Angels 
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your Attendants, your Creator, your Father, your Judge, 
your Brother, the Holy Spirit your comforters if you Hind } 
that God is ever with you, ever b.fore you, cv.r Wi hin you, 
ever round about you, and ever a making of provilion, 
more or leſs for you, why ſhould you not be contented 
with your preſent condition, with your preſent proportion, 
be it more, or be it Icfs ? Bur, 


The ſixth Daty that lyes upon thoſe who have b-en 
burnt up, is to mourn, to lye low, to keep humble urder| 
this dreadful Judgement of tire, under 'this mighty hand of 
God, When Zick/ag was burnt by the Amalekites, David 
ond the people Wted wp their voices and wept wntil they had no{ 1 23-30 1, 
powey 10 weep. They wept their utmoft : they wept them-| © 
ſelves even blind. They did not Stoically flight chat fiery 
Rod, but prudently laid it to heart. Tears are call:d the 
blood of the foul. Now a ſhower of tears, a ſhower of blood 
they poured out to quench thoſe fl immes that the Amalakites 
had kindled. When they (aw their City laid defolate by 
fire, their ſorrow was fo great, that they were over-bur-| 
thened with the weight of it: And therefore they fought 
eaſe, jn venting their ſorrow in a ſhower of tears, And (v 
when Nebemiab underſtood, that the wall of Feruſalem was| Neb. 1. 3, 4. 
broken down, and the gates thereoÞ# were barnt with hire, 
he fate down and wept, and mourned certain daye*. Some 
Authors report, that the Jews to this day come yearly to| Na3ianzes. ad 
the place where Feruſaſem, the City of their fathcrs (iood| ##99% ©. 
( which was by Titns and Adrian defiroyed by tire and 
(word ) and upon the day of the deftrution of it weep 
over it. Oh how well dos it b:come all burnt Citizens to] Dur. $8.16. 
ſtand and weep over the aſhes of London, and greatly to abaſe| Lev- 26+ 40, 
themſelves under that mighty hand of God that has been me Bp 
lifred up aguinſt them, x Pet. 5. 6. Humble your ſelves nnder "ns = 
the mighty band of God, that be may exalt you in due time, Ah 4uzuſtize ſaich 
thac the hiſt, 
ſecond and third Virtue of a Chriſtian, is humility, If I were asked ({aich he.) what is the 
read:eſt way toatrain true happineſs, I would anſwer, the firſt, the ſ:cond, the third thing 
6, humility, hwmilicy, humiliry : As often as I was acked, I would ſay humility. Humility 
doth not only entitle to happineſs, but to the higheſt degree of happineſs, Matrh. 18. 4- 
London, 
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{upon us all. And Oh that our proud nojfes, hummings and 


| London, London, how hath the mighty hang uf tne Lord 
bzen lifted up againſt thee ? how hath he by flames of tre laid 
all thy glory in the duſt? The Lord by Fuc, Sword ang 
P.ftilerc:, hath greatly hunibled th:e; Aid O wien thall 
it once be, that thov wilt be humble under the magitty hand 
of God ! "Tis one thirg w be humled by J.fgemeuts ; tis 
another thing to be humnbic under Judge my.vts There have 
been many Nations, Citics, arc particular p: rions, who have 
been greatly humbled by amazing and atonthing Judge- 
men's, Wiio y<t never had fo much grace as © Iye humble 
under thofc Judgerrictits, When Gods hand 18 Iitied up ve- 
ry high, hc exp:Rs that our hearts (ſhould fall .very low, 
To be poor-and proue, 1s to be dou:ly mifcrable. It mens 
ſpirits are high, when thcir ctiates arc low'z the next blow 
will be more dreadful, God has laid our habitatiors in 
dult - and aſhcs, and he expects that we ſhould even humble 
our fclves in duft and aſhes. The only way to avoid Can- 
non- ſhot, 1s to fall down flat on the ground : The Applice- 
tion is eafie, Humility exalteth : he that is moſt humble, 
{hall be moſt honourable. Moſer in his Wildernef(s- condition 
was the meeke!t manon earth, and God made him the mol! 
nonourablctt ; calling him up unto himſelf in the Mount, 
and making of him the Leader of his people Iſrae/, Gigem 
was very little in his owp cycs, T he leaſt in his Fathers houſe in 
his own apprehenſion; and God exalted him, making him 
the deliverer of his Iſrae/. He that is little in his own ac- 
count, is alwaycs high in Gods eltecm. When one asked the 
Philopher, What God was a doing ? hc anſwered, That his 
whole work was to lift up the hurable, and cati down the 
proud. Thoſe brave creatures the Lyon and the Eagle 
were not offered in Sacrifice unto God, but the poor Lamb 
and Dove was offered in Sacrifice : tonote to us, that Cod 
regards not your brave high, lofty (pirits, and that he is all 
'for fuch that are of a Dove-like, and a Lamb-like ſpirit. 
They ſay if duft be fpriokled upon the wings of Bees, their 


in the late fiery diſpenſation, has ſprinkl:d duft and aſhes 


rings 
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noiſes, humming, and rifings will quickly ceaſe, The Lord] 
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rifigs of hearc might ccale trom before the Lord, who 1s 
riſen out of his holy place. Ah London, Linda, thoa hat 
been proud of thy Trad?, and proud of thy Strength, and 
proud of thy Riches, and proud of thy ſtately Baildings and 
Edifices, bat God has now laid all thy glory in dutt and 
aſhes. And therefore it highly concerns thee to humble thy 
(c\f under the miZhty hand of God. God has abaſed thee, 
and therefore make it thy work to b: baſe in thine 
own eycs. When N-hemiab underitood that the Chald: an: 
( who were a generation of Idolaters ) had made Fersſalem 
delolete by Fire, he greatly humbl.d himſelf under the 
mighty hand of God. He lookt througi all a& ve cauſes 
to the cthcient cauſe; and accordingly he abaſcd himfel? 
before the Lord : as you may fee Neh. 1. 3, 4. And they ſaid 
unto me, the remnant that are left of th: Captivity there in the 
Province, are in great aff ion and reproach : the Wall of ru 

ſilem alſo is broken down, and the Gates thereof are burnt with 
fire. And it came topaſs, when I heard theſe words, that [ ſate 
down an4 wept, and mourned certain dyes, and faſted and prayea 
before the God of * Heaven, When Nehemiah heard, that thc 
Wall ot J-rſalem was broken down,and that the gatts thereo! 
were burnt with fire, his grief was fo great, that he could 
not ſtand under it; and cherefore he fits down and weeps 

Who is thiere tha! is a man, that is ay Exglioman, that is a 
Chitin, that 1s « Proteffait, that can bchol4 the Ruines of 
Lend'n, and not ( arleift the frame of his Spirit ) fit down 
and weep Ov 'r thoſe Ruincs? The way of wayes © be tru- 
ly, yea, *1ghly :xalred, 1s to be thoroughly humbled. The 
bigictt Heavens aid the loweſt hearts, do both alike pleaſe 
the :noti high God. God will certainly make it his work to 
txalt then, who make it their great work to abaſe theim- 
ſelves. Such who arg low in their ow eyes, and can be 
be content to he low in the eyes of others, ſuch are moſt 
high and Honorable in the 'cye of God, in the eſteem and 
account of God, | The lowly Chriftian is alwayes the met? 
lovely Chriſtian, Now God hath lid your City low, your 
al low, he expeRs, that" your hearts ſhould lye low under, 
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his mighty ha:d, All the world cannot long keep up thol 


There is no- 
thing more 
more cvident 
mn Hiſtry, 
than this, v7. 
That thoſe 

d exifu! fres 
that hav? 
b-en kird'ed 
amongſt the 
Chriſhan:, 
have been ſtil] 
kind.ed by 
[dolatrous 


hands. 


Iſaiah 57.15. 
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Job 1. 21. 


D;erellius in 
his Gynnaſiun 
Paticat 2. 


I Sam, JO. I, 
2333 6. 


Pal. 148. 14. 
[Ephel. 2. 13. 


2 Cor. 6. 18. 


| Heb. 10. 34- 


men, who do'nt labour to keep down their hearts under 
Judgements inflicted , or Judgements feared Remember 


' | the fad Cataſtrophe of Herod the great, of Agrippe the great, 


of Pompey the great, and of Alexander the great.” It your 
ſpirits remzin great under great Judgements , 'tis an evi- 
dent ligo, that more raigning Judgements lye at your doors, 
Bur, 


Tie ſeventh Daty that Iyes upon thoſe who have been 
barnt up, is to bleſs a taking God, as well. as a giving God: 
"cis to encourage themſelves inthe Lord theu God, though 
he has ſtript them of all their worldly goods. Thus did Fob 
when he had loſt his all: The Ld gave, and the Lord bath 
taken away ;, bl:ſed be the name of the Lord. Oac brings in 
holy Fob ftanding by the ruined houſe, under whoſe Walls 
his ten Children lay dead and buricd, and lifting up his 
heart and hands towards Heaven, ſaying, Naked came I out of 
my Mithers womb, and naked ſhall 7 return thither ; the Lord 
gave, and the Lord bath taken away ; Bliſſed be the name of the 
Lord. Ecce ſpetaculum ( (ayes he ) dignum ad quod reſpiciat 
intentus opgri ſuo Dew. Behold a (peRacle, a ſpectacle wor: 
thy of God himfclf, were he never fo intent upon his work 
in Heaven, yet worthy of his cognizance ! When Ziklag 
was burnt with fire, and David plundered by the Amale 
kites, and his Wives carried captive, yet then he enconraged 
bimſelf in the Lord bis God. Hi God, notes 1. His nearnels 
and dearneſs toGod. Saints are very ncar and dear to God. 
2. His God, notes his Relation to God. God 1s the Saints 
Father. 3. His God, notes his right to God, Whole God 
is the believers. All he has, and all he.cando is the believ- 
ers. From theſe and ſuch other like contiderations, David 
encouraged himſelf in the Lord his God, when all.was gone, 


and fo ſhould we. So the bclieving Hebrews 100k joyſwlly the 
ſpoiling of their goods ( whether by tire, or plundering, or 
otherwiſe is not ſaid _) knowing in themſelver, that they bad in 
Heaven @ better and more enduring ſubſtance. - And to this duty 
F ames exhorts, James 1, 2, Cowunt it all joy my brethren when 
"oe fall into divers temptations, ( ox tribulations, or afflicti- 
Ons. 
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ons. ) A Chriftian in his choicett deliberation ought to count 
it all joy when he falls into divers tribulations. The words 
arc cmphatical, the Apoſile doth not ſay, be patient or quict 
when you fall into divers temptations or affliQtions, but be 
joyful. Nor the Apolile doth not ſay, be joyful with a lit- 
tle joy 3 but be jyſul with exceeding great joy. All joy 
isfull joy; all joy is perfeR joy. And this becomes the 
Saints when they fall, or are begirt round not with ſome, 
but with divers ; that is, with any kind of affliction or tri- 
bulation. Aa omnipotemt God will certainly turn his peo- 
ples milery into felicity. And therefore it concerns them 
to be divinely merry in the midft of their greateſt miſery. 
Oh that all burnt Citwens would fcriouſly contider of thele 
three things. 

1, That this fiery Rod has been a Rod in a Fathers 

hand. 
2. That this fiery Rod ſhall ſooner or later be like Aarons 
Rod, a blooming Rod. Choice fruit will one day grow up- 
on this burnt Tree London. No man can tell what good 
God may do England by that fiery Rod that he has laid up- 
on London, 
3. That this fiery Rod that has been laid upon Longon, has 
not been laid on 1. According to the greatneſs of Gods anger. 
Nor 2. According to the greatneſs of his power, Nor. 3. Ac- 
cording to the (iriftne(s of his juftice. Nor 4. According 
to the demerits of our fins, Nor 5. According to the expe- 
ations of men of a Romiſh faith 3 who 'tis to be feared, 
did hope to ſee every houſe laid deſolate, and London made 
an Aceldams, a Field of Blood. Nor 6. Accordingly to the 
extenfiveneſs of many of your fears : for many of you have 
leared worſe things than yet you fecl. Now upon all theſe 
confiderations how highly dos it concern the people of 
God, to be thankful and cheerful; yea, and to encourage 
themſelves in the Lord under that fiery diſpenſation that 
has lately paſt upon them. 


Zz Quek.. | - 


a. 


The words are 
an Hebraiſm. 


AQs 1. 19, 
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Queſt. | But what is there conſiderable in God to encourage the ſoul wn: 
| der beavy croſſes, and great | ſſes, and fiery tryals. 


A 


Auſw, Firſt, There is his gracious, his ſpecial and p:cular preſence, 
Dan. 3-242 5- |Plalm 23. 4. Thugb I walk through tbe valley of the ſhadiw 
of death, I will fear noevil; for thou art with me, thy rod and 
thy Rlaff they c:mfort me. Plal. 91. 15, He ſpall call upon me 
and I will anſwer him : I will be with bim in trouble, Oh the 
precious preſence of God with a mans ſpirit, will ſweeten 
every fiery diſp:nſation, and take off much of the bitterneſs 
and terriblenels of it. In the gracious prefence of God with 
our ſpirits, lyes, 1. Our greatelt Happineſs. 2. Our great- 
eſt Honor., 3. Our greateſt profit and advantage. 4. Our! 
greateſt joy and dclight. 5. Our greateſt ſafety and ſecurity, 
The Buſh which was a Typ: of the Church, conſumed not all 
the while it burned with tire, b:cauſe God was in the midi 
ny 4.16, [of it. The gracious preſence of God with a mans ſpirit, 


7» 18, will make heavy 2M Rtions light, and long affiiQions ſhort, 


fal. 85. 22. and bitter aflitions ſweet. Gods gracious preſence makes 


| every.burden light. He that has the preſence of God with| 
Heur, 33. 27, | his ſpirit, can bear a barden without a burden. What bur- 
29. den can fink that man that hath everlaſting Armes undex; 
him, and over him, and round about him. But, — 
Lt Secondly, There is wiſdom in God to encourage them 
Jer. 24.5- [under all their tryals. There is wiſdom in God (o to tem- 
ome 8. 2%. | per and order all judgements, aMiRions, crofſes and loſſes, us] 
þ make them work kindly and ſweetly for their good, 
Whiltt Gad is near us, wiſdom and counſel is at hand. God 
is that wile and skilful Phyſitian, that can turn Poyſon intb 
Cordils, Oneaſer into Remedies, Croſſes into Crowns, and, 
the grearch loſſes into, the greatek gains. . Whit cah hurt] 
gs, whilft an.ipfinite, wiſe God lands by us. Bit, 7 1 
3. || Thirdly, There i (irength; Power and omhiporetity fn! 
bY ; nothini for 
Fov. 18- 10. | God, to encourage them. There is nothing t65* high 

l. 46-122: | him, ngr nothing to6 hard-for him: he is able cafily and 

echt fo bring to paſs all ntrivances. You read of many 
ho have been mighty, but you read but of one Almighty, 
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Rev. 4. 8. Holy; holy, boly, Lord God Almighty, Chap. 11. 17. 
We give thee thanks, Lord God Aimighty, Chap. 15. 3. Great 
and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Aimighty, Chap. 16. 7. 
| And I beard another out of the Altar ſay, &c, Even ſo. Lord God 
| Almighty, truzs and righteous are thy judgementr, Under all , 
{your fiery tryals, an Almighty God can do mighty things 
1for you. And therefore it concerns you to encourage your 
I{clves in him, even when you are fiript of all, 

O Chriſtians, it highly concerns you to beer all your loſſes 
lehearfully and thankfully. In every thing give thanks ( Gith the | * Thel. 5.18. 
Apolile ) for this is the will of God in Chri(t Feſmr concerning 

yaw. Gbryſoftom ſpeaks excellencly ; This ſaith he, is the ve- Ch: - Ye 
ry.will.of God, to give thanks alwaycs : this argues afoul] © 
| tightly inſiruRed. Haſt thou ſuffercd any evil ? if thou wilt, 
[it 4s no evil. Give thanks to God, and then thou haft turn- 
| ed the evil into. good. Say thou as Fob ſaid, when he had 
| 


[loft all; The Lord hath given, and the Lord bath taken away 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord. What evil haſt thou (uffercd ? 
{What is it adiſcaſe? This is no ſtrange thing to us, ſeeing 
our bodies are mortal and naturally born to ſuffer. What 
[dot thou want money ? this may be gotten here, and lofi 

hexe. Whatſoever evils or loſſes therefore do opprels thee, 
[give thou thanks, and thou haft changed the nature of them. 
oþ then did more deeply wound the Devil, when being 
fiript out of all, he gave thanks to God, than if he had di- 
fiributed all to the poor and needy. For it is much more 
to be figipt of all, and yet ,to bcar it patiently, generouſly 
and thankfully, than for.a rich man to. give Alms, as it here 
happened to righteous Fob. But hath fire ſaddenly taken | 
hold upon thy houſe, defiroyed, thy houſe, and conſumed 
thy whole ſubſtance? Remember the ſufferings of Fob. Give 
thanks to God, who could, though he did not, have hinde- 
red that miſchance: and thou ſhalt be ſure to receive as | 
equal a reward, as if thou hadfi put. all into the boſome of | 
the indigent. This he repeateth over again, and-faith, thy 
{reward being thankſu), is equal to his, who gave all he had 
]to:the paor. To wind up your hearts to thankfulneſs and 


|chearfulnels -undex this late deGolatipg Judgement. Con- 
| Z2 2 | ſider, 
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When a Gen- 
tleman in 
Athe1s had his 
Plate taken 
away by Aba- 
ſbute-us, as he 
was at dinner, 
he ſmiled 
upon his 
friends, ſaying 
I thank God 
that his High - 
neſs hath left 
me any thing. 


John 16, 
r John 3. 9. 


| and the means of Grace, which is better than all, and more 


{trom you: viz. himſelf, his Son, his Spirit , which ſhall 


The Lords Impoſt for all his bleſſings is our thankfulneG : if: 


lider x. God might have taken away all, "Tis good to bleſs 
him for what he has left. 2. He has taken away more from 
others, than he has taken away from you, ergo be thankful, 
3. You arc unwagthy of the leaft mercy, you deſerve to be 
fiript of every mercy ; and therefore be thankful, for any 
thing that is left. God has a Soveraign right oyer all you 
have, and might have fiript you as naked as the day where- 
in you were born. 4. God has left you better, and greater 
mercics, than any thoſe were, that he has fiript you off : 
viz, your lives, your limbs, your friends, your Relations, yea 


than all other mercies : ergo be thankful. 5. The Lord has 
given thoſe choice things to you, as ſhall never be taken 


abide with you forever ; his Grace which is an abiding ſeed, 
and his peace which none can'give to you, nor take from you; 
ergo be thankful though God has laid all your pleaſant thingy 
deſolate, 6. Thankfulneſs under crofſes and lofſes, ſpeak out 
much integrity and ingenuity of Spirit, Hypocrites and 
prophane perſons are more apt to blaſpheme, than to bleſs 
a taking God : ergo be thankful, The Ancients ſay, Ingre- 
tam dixeris omnia dixeris, (ay a man is unthankful, and fay he 
is any thing. Ingratitude is a Monſter in nature (fay ſome) 
a Soleciſm in Manners, a Paradox in Grace , damming up 
'the courſe of donations divine and humane. If there be 
any fin in the world againſt the Holy Ghoft, ( ſaid Queen 
Elizabeth in a Letter to Henry the fourth of France 3 it 15 in- 
gratitude. The Laws of Perfia, Macedonia and Athens, con- 

erned the ungrateful to death: and unthankfulneſs may 
well be fiyled the Epitome of Vices. Ingratitude was {© 
hateful to the Egyptians, that they uſed to make Eunuchs of 
ungratcful perfons, that no poſterity of theirs might remain. 
Well Sirs, remember this, the beſt way to get much, is to be 
thankful for a little. -God loves to fow much where he reaps 
much. Thankfulneſs for one mercy, makes way for ano- 
ther mercy z as many thouſand Chriſtians have experienced. 


we negle& to pay this Impoſt, the commodity-is _—_ 
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and ſo will take it back. Our returnes muſt be according to 
our receipts, Good men ſhould be like the Bells, that ring 
35 pleaſavitly ata Funeral, as at a Wedding. They ſhould 
be as thankful when it goes ill with them, as-when it goes 
well with them. Cicero complained of old, that it was 2 
hard thing to find a thankful man. Oh how hard a thing 
is it to find burnt Citizeas really, cordially , frequently and 
practically thankful, that they are alive, that they are out of 
the grave, out of Hell, and that yet they have bread to cat 
and clothes to wear, though their habitations are laid in 
aſhes, and all their pheaſant thingy deſtroyed, But, 


| The eighth Duty that lyes upon thoſe who have been 
burat up, is to keep in their hearts a conſtant Remembrance 
of the late dreadful- conflagration, God expeQs that his 
children ſhould commemorate his Judgements as well as his 
-mercies. The fore Judgement that God inflifted upon 
Sodom, is mentioned thirteen times in the bleſſed Scripture, 
and all to work us to mind it, and to abhorr thoſe fins that 
laid that City deſolate, The Lord looks that his people 
ſhould: keepup freſh jn their memories ſuch Judgements 
that have been long before executed, Jer. 7. 12, Go to my 
place which was in Sbilo, where 1 ſet my name at the. firſt, and 
ſee what I did to it for the wickedneſs of my people. The Ark 
of old ſtood at Shilo, but after it was taken and carried away 
by the Philiftins, it was never brought back, and from that 
time Sbilo lay ever aſter deſolate. And this the Lord would 
have engraven upon their memories, and. upon their hearts. 
Though tony hearts arc bad, yet Iron memories arc good. 
Luke 17. 32. Remember Lots wife. Conlider her fin and her 
mn that fearing the one, you may learn to take 

d of the other. 2 Pet. 2. 6, And twrning the Gities of So- 
dom and Gomorrah into aſhes, condemned them with an over- 
throw, making them an enſample unto thoſe that after ſhould live 
wngodly. There is much in thoſe words, That after f61uld live 
{ungodly ;. Why hath God turned thoſe rich and populous Ci- 
ties into aſhes, and ſet them up as burning Beacons, but to 
warn all the world, that they live notungodly; and to 
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mories. 


{have formerly proved ) now National Judgements ſhould 


' {(ouls. 


Jhave avoice. 'Hear ye-#be:'Rod, and bim that bath appoint- 
led it. ,Look es Gideontaught the men of Sccorb by Thorns 


work them to keep alive in their memories the defolating 
Judgements of God. The Rabbins lay, that the Jews at this 
day, when they ar to build an houſe, they arc to leave one 
part of it unfin:ſhcd and lying Rude, in remembrance that 
Ferwfelem and the Temple, arc at preſent deſolate. Oh let 
the remembrance of Londms defolation by fire be for ever 
kept up in all your hearts. To this purpoſe confider, 

1. That the burning of Loxdon, isa very great Judgement 
( as I have formerly proved ) now great Judgements, like 
gxeat mercies, ſhould be alwayes kept up freſh in our me- 


2. The burning of London is a National Judgement, ( w1! 


be alwayes freſh in our memviies, 

3.” Tis a Judgement that c:rries much of the wrath and 
anger of the Lord in it, Amos 3, 6. Shall a Trumpet be blown 
in the City, and the people not be afraid ? Shall there be evil ina 
City, . and the Lord haib not done it ? V, 8. The Lion bath roar- 
ed, wbo will not fear # The Lord God hath ſpiken, who can but 
prophefie * Now the more anger and wrath we read in any 
Judgement, the more highly 'it_ concerns us, to remember] 
that Judgement. 

4. A ferious commemoration of Gods Judgements, is a 
thing that is highly pleaſing to the Lord. God delights as 
much in the glory of his Juſtice, as he dos in the glory of 
his Mercy or Grace, "Now when we commemorate his 
Judgements, wegloritic his Juſtice that has inflicted them, 

5. Severe Judgements contribute much to the enlightning 
of mens underfiandings, - and to the awakening oftheir con- 
ſciences, 'and the reforming of their lives, and to work men 
tojudge them, .and juflific the Lord. And therefore it highly 
concerns-you,'to keep up the Remembrance of Londons De+ 
folation' by: fire, alwayes ficfh+ and flouriſhing in your! 


6.Smart Judgements are teaching things. All Gods Rods 


and Bryars. '$0:God by piercing Judgements, : — 


fin 


' 
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ſinners and Saints, to take heed of defpifing his patience and] 
long-luffering, and to ceaſe from doing evil, and to J:arn to 
do well. And tofear and fly from all ſach finful courſes © 
practices, thar bring d:firuftive judgements upon the mol 
glorious Cities in the world. And upon this account, how 
deeply dos it concern us, to have alwayes the late fiery d1i- 
ſpenlation in our thoughts, and upon our hearts, 

7. All Gods Judg*ments are his M:f{:ngers ; they are al) 
at his command; The Centarion had not fuch a Soveraign 
pow:r over his (crvants, as the great God hath over all ſorts 
of Judgements. If the Lord do but hiſs for the Fly of 
Egypt, and the Bee of Afhriz, they ſhall come and do their 
office, Now all Gods meſſengers, as well as his mercics, 
ſhould (till be kept in our eye. Bur, 

' $. and lafily, Conſider a fcrious commemoration of the 
Jadgements of Sod, will difference and diftinguiſh you from 
all prophane perſons, and unſound Profeſſors. Pal. 10. 5. 
Thy judgements are far above out of bis ſight, Thy Judge- 
ments, that is, the plagues and puniſhments that thou laycſt 
upon the 'angodly are high above his fight; that is, hefears 
them not, he thinks not of them, he minds them not, he dos 
not ſeriouſly confider of them, he'is not kindly or deeply 
affeRed with them : he regards them no more than a tale 
that is told, or than Forreign Wars, whercin he is not con- 
tzerned. Others carry the words thus, He cafteth thy Jadge- 
thents out of his fight ; he will not ſo much es once mind 
them ; they are too high for him to fet them b:fore him} 
they are hidden before him £ they are above the reach of 
his underſtanding and apptchenfion : both” mercies and | 
judgements have much of God in them. They ſpeak, and 
{peak aloud, but wicked men can neither fee, nor hear, tior 
[endeiliand the voice of God Either in the'one'or in the other. 
Thave read df ſuch a Peſtilential diſtafe once at Athens, 'as 
took away the memories of thoſe who were infected; with 
it; {© that they forgot even . their own 'nimes. One Peſti- 
lential diſeaſe or another uſually fo ſeizeth upon wicked men, 
I they cafily and uſually forget the Jutgetmenits of God.] 
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He ſaith not, 
they take 
wing, but they 
make them, 
land not the 
wings of a+ 
Hawk, to fly 
away, and to 
come again to 
a mans Fiſt, 
but the wings 

an Eagle to 
fly quite 
AWay. 


Prov, 27. 4. 


þ 


nities, all is vanity, 


bate more to the enabling of you to keep the late flery di- 


| ſpenſations of God freſh in your memories, than all the Pil- 


lars of Braſs or Stone in the world. Yet Lam far from que- 
(tioning, the lawfulneſs of ercRing a Pillar of Brals or Stone 
to commemorate the late dreadful fire, according to an AR 
of Parliament, that is now bcfore us. But, 


The ninth Duty that lyes upon thoſe who have been 
burnt up, is, fo ſee the vanity, mutability and uncertainty of 
all worldly comforts and cnjoyments, and Kcordingly to 
ſet looke from them, and to get their aff. Qions weaned from 


them. Behold in four dayes time, a glorious City is turned 


into a ruinous heap : and a little world of wealth 1s laid in 
aſhes, and many hundreds of familics almoſt reduced to beg- 
gaiy. And arc not theſe loud Sermons of the vanity, mu- 
tability and uncertainty of all carthly things. Thats good 
advice Solomon gives, Prov. 23. 4z 5- Labour not to be rich. 
Wilt thou ſet thine eyes upon that which is not ? for riches cer- 
tainly make themſelves wings, they fly away as an Eagle towards 
beaven, All certainty that is in riches, is that they arc un- 
certain. Riches, like bad ſervants, never Gay long with one 
Maſter. Did not the Citizens of Londen fee their riches fly- 
ing away from them upon the wings of the fire, and ofthe 
wind, when their owa and their neighbours habitations 
wereall in flames. O Sirs, what certainty can there be in 
thoſe things, which Balls of Fire, Storms at Sca, falſe Oaths, 
or treacherous friends, may in a few dayes, yea, in a day, 
an hour, deprive us off. God can ſoon clap a pair of wi 
upon all a man has in this wozld. And therefore he a 
ſafeſt and wiſeft, who fits moſi looſe from the things of the 
world. Riches are not for ever ; and the Crown doth not 
endure to every generation. . This Adonibezik, Belſhaztar, 
and many other great Princes have found by experience, 
as Scripture and Hiftories do ſufficiently teftific, In all the 
Ages of the world the Tciimony of Solomon holds good, 
Ecclef. 1. 2. Vanity of vanity, ſaith the Preacher ; vanity of va- 
The things of this world are not only 
vain, but vanity in the abfirat, They are cxcefſive vanity 
vanity 
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vanity of vanitics; yea, they are a heap of vanity ; vanity 
of vanitics. Ar:d this the burnt Citizens have found by (ad 
experience, the world is all ſhadow and vanity: 5s like Fo- 
nab's Gourd, a man may fi under its ſhadow for a while; 
but it (oon withers, deczycs and dyes. He that (hall bu: 
weigh mans pains with his pay, his miſeries with his mer- 
cies 3 his forrows with his joyes, his crofſes with his com 
forts, his wants with his enjoyments, &c. may well cry 
out, Oh the vanity ard w:certainty of all theſe carthly things. 
Though the world 1a 'all its bravery is no berter than «be 
Cities which Solomn grve to Hirim, which he called Caba!, 
that is, diſpleafing or dirty. All the great, the gay, the go 
rious things of the world, may fitly be reſembled to the tru: 
that undid vs all, which wat fair to the fight, ſmooth in 
handling, (weet in tafte, But deadly in operation. A man 
may be happy that is nor wealthy, witneſs Lazarus, and 
thoſe worthies of whom this world was not worthy. But 
how hard a-rhing is it for a man to be happy, that is weal- 
thy, Matth. 19. 24. I: ir eafter for a Camel ( or Cabet-rop:;, 
as forme render it ) to go through the oye of 4 needle, than far « 
[rich man #0 exper into the Kingdom of God. There are ſeveral 
expolitions upon theſe words, 


Firth, Some (ay, that there was a little gate in Jerſalem 


off their loads, and the: Camels themſelves: were forced to: 
ſtoop before they could paſs through that gate : ſome think! 
that our Suwiour allades to this. Bur, 

| Secondly, Others interpret it of a Cabel 


— — 


called the Needles-cyc, which fo low and little; hat it | 
was impoſſible for a Camel co enter/in at it 'with his bar || 
den, ard therefore when Camels came that way , they took|' 


-rOPE.0T Cord l 


and then thus they expound the words3z A man cannot 'b; 
ay means poſſible put a Cable through a Needles cye 3 
if he uncewilt 

rough. £ | 
|. Thirdly, Others day, theſe words are 2 proverbial Speech, 
for the Talmad had « Proverb, Are ye of Pambediths, #bo- 


Aaa 


it, he may by thred and thred put #t tho 


| conſe: an Elephant to go #horengb @ Needler te? Thoſe of Pem- 
beditha were great Braggers, they would boafi co others, _ | 
they 
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lunaries ; and 
all in He'] 
write vamty 
of vanities up- 
all ſublunarie« 
and why 
thould nor all 
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they could do very great things, and very firange things. 
Hence came that Proverb among them, . It zs caticx to cauſe 
an Elephant to go thorough a Needles eye, than to do thus 
or thus. Now our Saviour uſcth the word Came), becauſe 
he was better known to them, It was vſual ( ſay others ) 
with the Jews to ſay, when diffcult matters were promited, 
Haſt thou been at Pamledizhs, where Camels go through the 
cyes of Needles ? Bur, 

Fourthly and laſtly, the plain and ſimple - meaning of this 
Proverbial Speech, is doubtle(s this, viz. That it is as im- 
poſſible for ſuch a rich man to be ſaved ( chat trulteth 1 
his riches, and that ſets a higher price upon his riches, than 
upon Chriſt; and that will rather part with Chriſt, than part 
with his riches; and that will rather go to Hell rich, than 
to Heaven poor ) as it is for a Camel to go thorough the eye 
of a Needle. The Proverbial Speech ( lay others ) notes 
the difficulty of rich mens being ſaved. Hab. 2.6. 1 to bim 
that ladeth bimſelf with thick, Clay. . Thick: Clay; will f(ooner 
break a mans back, than (atisfic his heart. And O what 4 
folly and madneſs is it, for a man to be fill a loading of him: 
ſelf with-the Clay. of this world. In'Gen. 13. 2; tis (aid that 
Abraham was very rich in Cattel, in Silver, and in Gold : the 
word -is 727 gravis fuit, hey was very heavy, to ſhew, that 
riches; that 'Gold ard SilvefF ( which 4s the great God of 
the wozld;the Paradiſe, the all in all, the great Dians that all 
the world magnifies and worſhips ) are but heavy burdens, | 
and rather a hinderance, thari ahelp to Heaven and happi- 
neſs:. Though the rich man in the Goſpel faxed, and lived 
likea Gentleman, a Gallant, a Knight, a Lord 3 yer-when he 
dycd, be went to Hell.” . Though Mammon, as Aretivs and| 
ny-others obſerve, is a Syriack|word, and fignifics riches : | 
tiIrenexs derives Mammon off Mxm, that ſignifics a Spot, | 
nd Hon that ſignifies riches 3 to ſhew that riches, have their 
pots: and yet O how in love are men with theſe ſpots, how 
ous, how mduftrious are-men to. add ſpots to. ſpots, | 
to'bags, houſes to-houſes,.and-land3 to lands, and Lord- 
ito Lordſhips, as if chere were no Hell to-efcaps, wor 
Heaven to make ſure. 7h 
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O Sirs, the voice of God in that fiery diſpeniation that has| : 
lately pat upon us, feems tobs this, O ye Citizens of Lyn 
dom, whoſe habitations and glory I have laid 1a duſt and 
aſhes, ſet loofe from this world, and fet your affe&tions upon| <1, . 7 
|chings aboves Live in this world as Pilg:ams and Strangers.| Heb. 11. 13. 
Remember this is not your retiing place: never bc inordi-| Jer. 50.6. 
nate in your love to the world, nor in your delight in the Mich. 2. 10. - 
world, nor in your p irfuit of the worid any more. Never | 
ſpend (fo many thoughts upon the w x1d, nornever fend forth 
(0. many wiſhes after the world, nor never ſpend fo much 
precious time to gain the world as you have formerly done. 
Take off your thoughts, rake off your hearts, take off your 
hands from all theſe uncertiin things, Remember it will 
no: be long before you mufi all go to your long home, and 
a little of the world will ſerve to b:ar your charges till 
you get to Heaven. Rem:mber I have burnt up your City ;| 
[ have poured contempt upon your City 3 I have tained the 
pride and glory of your City ; that fo (ceing you have here | Heb. 13. 14. 
no continuing Cuy, you may ſeck one to come. Remember| - 
I have defiroyed your houles, that to you may make ſure a | 
houſe not made with hands, but one eternal in the Heavens. | z Cor. 5.1. þ$ 
L have taken away your uncertain Riches, that fo you may 
make (ure more durable Riches. I have ſpoiled many of your _ - 8.18, 
brave full Trades, that ſo you might drive a more brave full "— | 
Trade towards Heaven. Oh that I had no juſt grounds to 
be jealous, that many who have been great loſers by the} | 
fire, are now more mad upon the world, and more eagerly 
carried after the world, than ever they have bcen; as if the I 
great deſign of God in ſetting them on fire round about, 7 
was only to enlarge their defires more after the world, and | 
more effcQua)ly to engage them to moil and toil as in the | 
fre, to lay up treaſure for another fire to conſume. Before | 
[cloſe up this particular, let me offera few things to your | 
conlideration, 

Firſt, Arc there none of the burnt Citizens, who ſeek the 1. 
world in the firlt place, and Chriit and Heaven in the lat 
[place 3 that arc firſt for carth, and then for Heaven; firft for | 11atth. 5. 33. þ 
[the world, and then for Chrift : firſt for the meat that pe- }John 6. 27. 
Azaz2 riſbeth 
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we may ſay, 
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lifting, hfe. The-o!d Pucts note was, firlt for moncy, and 
then for Chriſt, Bar, 

Secondly, Are there nane of the burnt Citizens, whoſe 
love, aid hearts, and zffcions, ar: running more out after 
the world, than they arc after God, and Chriſt, and the 
great things of cternity. Are there none of the burnt Citi-: 
Zens, that arc peremptorily reſolved to gain the world what 
everit colts them. The Gnofticks were a fort of Profeſſors, 
that made no uſe of their Religion, but to their (ecular ad- 
vantages, and therefore when the world and their Religion 
{tood 1m competition, they made no (cruple, no bones of re- 
nouncing their prof«fſjon,to en) »y the world.Oh the deadnels, 
the barrennel(s, the liftleſnefs, the hearclefneſs to any thing that 
is divincand heavenly ;that dos alwayes attend ſuch Chriſtians 
who arcreſolv:d to be rich, orgreat, or ſome body in the 
world, what ever comes on't ! © the time, the thoughts, the 
 fixength, the (ſpirits that theſe men ſpend upon the werld,} 
whulft their fouls lye a bleeding, and <ternity is poſting on 
upon ther. Men that are highly and fully reſolved to be 
rich-by | hook or by crook, will certainly forget God, under- 
value Chriſt, grieve the Spirit, deſpiſe S.bbaths, fl-ghi-Or-+ 
| dinances, and negle& fuch gracious opportunities as might 
make them happy for ever.” Rich Felix had no leiſere to bear- 
poor Paxl, though the hearing of a Sermon might have ſaved 
hit ſoul. Bur, 

Thirdly, Are there none of the burnt Citizens, who ſpend 
the fuſt of their time, and the beſt of their time, and the 
moſt of their time about the things of the world, and who 
ordinarily put off. Chrift and their (fouls with the leaſt, and 
laſt, and worſt of their time. The world ſhall freely have 
many hours, when Chriſt can hardly get one. Are there 


| 


none who will-have their cating times, and their drinki 
:mes, and their ſleeping times, and their buying times, an 
their ſelling times, and their featting times, and their, ſport- 
iog times, yea, and their finniog times, who yet can ſpare r0 
tice to hear, or. read,” or pray, Or mourn, Or repent, Orxc+ 
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| riſhech, and then for the mcat which endur:th unto cver- 


form, or tofet up/Chrilt in their (arnilics, or to wait y 
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him in their cloſets. Are there not many who will have 
{time for every thing, but to honour the Lord, and eo ſecure 
their intereſt jn Chriſt, and to make themſelves happy for 
ever. 

Look, as Pharaohs lean Kine cat up the fat, fo many now 
ure fallen into ſuch a crowd of worldly bulincls, as cats up 
all thit precious time which ſhould be ſp:nt in holy and 
heavenly excrciſcs. 

Fourthly, Are there none of the burnt Citizcns, who daily 
prefer the world b-fore Chriſt ? yea, the worlt of the world, 
before the b:& of Chriſt ? The Gergeſens preferred their Swine! 
bcfore a Saviour ; they had rather loſe Chritt, than 1: ſc their 
Hoggs. They had rather that che Devil ſhould ill poſi. 6s 
their fouls, than that he ſhould drown their Piggs : They 
preferred their Swine before their ſalvation 3 and preſented 
a: wretched Pctition for their own damnation. For they be- 

bt bim ( who had all love, andlife, and light, and grace 
and glory, and fulneſs in himſelf) that be wou'd depart out of 
their coaſts, Though there be no miſery, no plague, no curle, 
no wrath, no Hcll to Chrifis d:parture from a people. Yet 
men that are mad upon the world, will defire this, Bernard 
had rather be in his Chimney corner with Chriſt, than in 
Heaven without him ; At fo high a rate he valued Chriſt. 
There was a good man who once eryed out, I had rather 
have one Chrift, than a thouſand worlds. Another mourn 
el, becauſe he could not prize Chrift enough. But how 
f:w burnt Citizens are of theſe mens minds? It was a {weet 
prayer of onez Make thy Son dear, very dear, exceeding dear, 
only deay and precious to me, or not at all, But do all burnt 
Citizens life up (ach a- prayer. I ſappoſe you have etther 
read or heard of that rich and wretched Cardinal, who pro- 
kf, that he would not leave his-part in Paris, for apart in 
Paradiſe. Bat, 

Fifthly, Are there no burnt Citizens , who follow the 
world ſo cloſe, that they gain no god by the word : like 
Ezekjelr hearers, and like the: fiony ground. Some Writers 
fay, that nothing will grow where-Gold grows. - Certamly 
where: an inordinate love of the world grows, aw 
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thing will grow that is. good. A heart filled cither with 
the love of the world, or with the profits of the world, or 
with the pleaſures of th: world, or with the honours of the 
world, or with the cares of the world, or with the bufine(s 
of the world, is a heart incapacitated to receive any divine 
coun(.1 or comfort from the word. The Poets tells us of 
Licaons being, turned into a Wolt; but when a worldling 1s 
wrought rpon by the word , there 15 a Wolf turned into 2 
man; Yea, an incarna'e Devil turned into a glorious Saint, 
ſh:r:forcthe Holy Ghoit ſpeaking of Z-chexs ( whoſe foul 
was ct uponthe world ) brings him in with an Ecce, be- 
hold, as if it were a wonder of wond:rs, that ever fuch + 
worldling ſhould be ſubducd by Grace, «nd brought in to 
Chritt. Bur, 

S:xthly, Arc there no burnt Citizens that are very angry 
and impatient when they meet with oppoticion, diſappoint» 
meats, or procraſtination in their earneclt purſuing after the 
things of the world. Balaam was (> intent and rvad upon 
the world, chat he d.ſperatcly puts on upon the drawn 
Sword of the Angel. Are there no burnt Citizens, whoare 
{o intent and mad upon the world, that they will put warm- 
ly on for the world, - though the Lord draws, and con- 
{cience drawes, and the Scriptures draw their Swords upon 
them. Bur, 

Seventhly, Are there no burnt Citizens, who are grown 
cold, very cold, yea, even fiark cold in their purſuit after 
| God, and Chrift, and Heaven, and holineſs, who once were 
'for taking the Kingdom of Heaven by violence, who were 
fo eagerly and carn«fily fet upon making = prey or a prize of 
the great things of that upper world; that they were highly 
and fully reſolved to make fure of them, whatever pains or 
| perils-they run thorovgh. Ariſtotle obſerves, that Dogs can't 
[hunt where the (mcl} of ſweet flowers is, becauſe the 
ſweet ſcent diverteth the ſmell. ' Ah how has the ſcent of 
the (ſweet flowers of this world, hindered many a forward 
Profeſſor from hunting after God, and Chriſt, and the great 
things of eternity. The Arabick Proverb faith, That the 
world is a carkaſs, and they 1bat bunt after it are Dogs. Ah 
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how many are there, who once (et their fices towards hea- 
ven, who now hunt more after earth than Heaven , who 
hunt more after Terreſtial than Celeſtial chings; who hurt | 
more aſter nothingneſſcs and emptineſſis, than they do at- 
ter thoſe fulneflſes and ſwernefles that be in God, in Chritt, 
in the Covenant, in Heaven, and in thoſe paths that Icad | 
to happineſs. When one defired to know what kind of ; 
man Baſil was, there was preſented to him in a dream (faith 
the Hiſtory J) a Pillar of tire with this Motto, Talis oy Bſt- 
lius, B2fil is tuch a one, all on a light fire for God. Before | 
Londen was in flames, there were ſome, who for a time were 
all on a light tire for God, who now arc grown cither cold, 
or luke- warm, like the luke-warm L2odicians, Rev.z.14,19. 
But, * 

Eighthly, Are there no burnt Citiz:ns, whoſe hearts arc | Hh 
filled with folicitous cares, and who are inordinately trou- | 2 Cer. 7. 19. 
bled, grieved, d-j- Red and overwhelmed upon the account 
of their late loff:s ; and what dos this (p:ik out, but an 
inordinate love of theſe earthly things. When Fonabs Gourg |Jon. 4-6. u!t«þ 
withered, Jonah was much enraged and dejeRted. 'Tis 
ſaid of Adam, that he turned his face towards the Garden 
of Eden, and from his heart lamented. bis fall, Ah how 
many are there in this day, who turning their faces towards 
their late loſt mercies, their loſt Shops, Trades, Houſes, 
Riches, do (o bitterly and exceſſively . lament and mourn,. 7,,, z1. 15. 
that with Rachel they refuſe to be comforted: and with, 

Jacob, they will go down into the Grave mournipg. H:ra- | v*® 37: 35- 
ditus the Philoſopher was al wayes weeping: but fuch aframe 

of Spirit is no honour to God, nor no. ornament to Religion. ' One crie; our] 
t.\There is a holy ſadneſs which ariſes from the ſcnie of. How ſhall 1 
qur ſins, and our Saviours ſuff.rings: this is commendable. (naw: oy 
2, There is a natural Gadneſs, which ſometimes 1iſes. from | 5. 1. 
licknels, weaknels and indiſpolition of body: this is to be! ther cryes cur, 
piticd and cured. 3. There is a (inful ſadnels, which uſually | What ſhall 1 


| do when Iam 
old.: another cry&s out, What ſhall I and my fix Children do when you ate dead : 
another cryes out , I have but a handful of Meal in the Barrel, and a little Oyl in 
the Cruiſe ;/. atd © when that is ſpent , I muſt ſve + down and dye, 2 Kingy 
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Numb.22.15. 
tQ 23. 

[c{b,7. 20,21, 
12. 

Jude 11. 


Baſol in 49. 
Martyrs. 

In Queen 
Maries tine, 
when ſome 


[1s very furious, and hath no cars, and 1s rather curcd by Mi- 
| racle than precept : this uſually flows from the loſs of ſuch 
near and dear-comforts, upon which men hav: ir ordinately 
Net their hearts, ard in the enjoyment of which , they have 
promiſed themfrlves no (mall tchcity. Oh that fuch fad 
' fouls would ſeriouſly rem-mbcr, that there is nothing be- 
; yord remedy, dvut the tears of the damned. A man who 
' m.y ( notwithſtanding all his loſſes ard croſſes ) be found 

walkig in the way to Paradiſe ſhould never place him- 
| ſelf in the condition of a lietle-Hell. And he that may or 
' can hop= for that great-all, ought not to be exceſſively (ad 
' for any lofſes or croſſes that he meets with in this world. 

Bur, _ 
Ninthly, Are there no burnt Citizens, who to gaih the 
world, do very ezfily and ficquently fall dowa b:fore the 
temptations of the world ? And wha: dos this ſpeak our, 
but their inordinate love to the world, That man whois as 
ſoon conquercd as tempted, vanquiſhed as affaulted by the! 
world, that man is doubtleſs in love with the world ; yea, 
bewitcht by che world The Champions could not wring an 
Apple out of Mih's hand by firong hand, but a fair Maid by 
fair means got it preſently. The eafie conqueſts that the! 
ternptations of the world, make upon many men, is a fur 
and a full evidence, that their hearts arc greatly endeared 
-toit. Luther was a man weaned from the world ; and there- 
fore when honours, preferments and riches were offered to 
him, he dgſpifed them. So when Baſil was tempted with 
money and preferment, he anſwered, The faſhion of this worl 
poſſeth away, as the waters of a River that runs by a Ciiy, or 8s 
a fair pifinre drawn np'n the Ice that'me/ts away with in, ( Pe- 
cuniam da que permaneat, Oc. ) Give money ( (aid he) that]- 


offered a cer- 
tam Martyr 
money, he re- 
fuſed it,ſayirg 
I am going to 
a Countrey, 
where money 


; will Fear no 


may laft for ever, and plory that may eternally flouriſh, 1 have 
read of a mortified Chriftien, who teing tempted with of 
fers of money, to deſert his Religion, gave this excellent an- 
(wer, Let not any think that be will embrace other mens good! 
to forſake Chrift, who bath forſaken bis own proper goods to fol> 
low Chrift. It was an excellent anſwer of one of the Martyrs, 
when he was offercd riches and honours if he would re- 
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cant, 
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cant, Do but «offer .me ſomewhat that is better than my Lord 
Feſw Chrift, and you ſhall ſee what I will ſay toyom. Taws you 

that men that arc crucihed to this world, don's only rc 
fiſt, but alfo triumph over all che glittering temptations of 
a tempting end enticing world, And O thar fuch a fpiri' 


late. Bur, 


to the utmolt of their line and libzrty for the gaimng of the 
hings of this world ? Ah how n-ar the Pics brink, ' how nrar 
the botders of tin, how near the flames of vengearice, how 
near the inferaal fire, do ming venture to gun the things © 
this world ? And what dost 
love of this world. O Sirs, what do all theſe things cvi- 
{dence'but this, that though God has fired miny mcn out 0. 
[their houſes, yer the inordinate love! of this world is not fires 
out of their hearts. 

. OSirs, to moderate your affeRioms to the things of this 
world, and to pat a ffop to your tos cager purivic after 
earthly things, (criouſly aod frequently dwell upon theſe ter: 
[Maxims. - 

*- Firſt, Thatthe ſhorteft, ſareſt and fafclt way to be rich, is 
to be content with your preſent portion. The Philoſopher 


content, enj1yes nothing, 


One might have riches yet be very poor, 
One might bave little, yet have all and more. 


$-condly, He who is coatented with a lietle, will never 
be ſatisticd with much : he who is not content with pounds 
will never be ſatisfied with hundreds;and he who is not con. 
tent with a few hundreds, will never b: ſatisfied with many 
thouſands. Ecclef. 5. 10, He that loveth filver, ſhall not. be ſa- 
tiefied with ſilver 3 nor be that lover abundance with increaſs. 
Money of it ſelf cannot fatisfie any defire of Nature. _ If: 
man be hungry, it cannot feed him; ifnaked, it cannor 
clothe him; if cold, it cannot warm him if ſick, it canno! 
: Bbb recoVel, 


might rett upon all thoſe whoſe habitations are 141d dels | 


Tenthly and laſtly, Are there nn burnt Cit'z:ns, who go 


peak out, but an mordiaa*c | 


could (ay, He that is content wants nothing , and be tbat want: | 


| Much 


ro. 
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Proverb, 
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auvght all 


WD 


recover him. A circle cannot fill s triangle, no more can 
the whole world fill the heart of man. A man may as ſoon 
fill a Cheſt with Grace, as an heart with wealth. The ſoul} 
of man may be buticd about earthly things, but it can never 
be tilled, nor ſatisfied with carthly things. Air ſhall as ſoon 
fill the body, as money ſhall Gatisfie the mind, There is ma-| 
ny « worldling, who hath enough of the world to tiak him, 
who will never have enough of the world to fat.5tie him. 
The more an hydropical man drinketh, the more he thirſt 
eth. So the more money is encreaſed, the more the love of 
money. is encreaſed'; and the more the love of mony 'is en- 
creaſed, the more the ſoul is ugſatished. * Tis only an infi-} 


ature hath 


men to ſeek 
after a ſun 


- Should we knock at/every creatures door for happineſs, they 


Jrisfie, orif vexation can give content; if you can gather 


nite God, and an infinite go6Q, that can fill and fatisfhie the 
precious and immortal foul of man. Look as nothing hts 
he car but ſounds, and as nuthing fits the ſmell but odours, 
ſo nothing fits the ſoul but.God., Nothing below- the great 
God can fit and fill animmortal ſoul. Nothing can content the 
foul'of man but the fruition of God. God never reſted till he 
[made man; and man can neyer ref, till he enjoycs his God. 
Every man has a ſoul within him of a valt capacity, and no- 
thing, can fill it to the brim, but he thats fulneſs at (e] 


would all anſwer us round, that iris not in them. The man{ 
in Plutarch that heard the Philoſophers wrangle about ſum- 
mum benum ; one placing of it in this, and another in that, 
went tothe Market and bought up. all that was good, hope- 
ing among all he ſhould not'mils of happineſs; and yet he 


nothing below him that made it, can fatisfie it. The ſumm 
<f all rhat the creatures amount to according to Solomnns 
reckoning, is vanity and vexation of Spirit. Vanity and! 


can poſlibly be extracted out of it. Now if vanity can fa 
Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles, than go on and dote 


upon the world ſtill; and be alws yes enamoured witha fha- 
dow of pcriſhing beauty. Oremuzes the Enchanter boaſted, 


that in his Egg all the happineſs inthe world was included, 


miſt of -it, The foul of man 4s of fo glorious a make, that] 


DD WH TE — Ss «© Py SS . a =. mw W 


a_ ww ene kw - wan. — oat a ÞCTa&@aa@ - —— 


vexation 15 the very quinteſcence of the creature, and all that| 


_ but 
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e being broken, there was nothing init but wind and 
tinels.. . Bur, + FENd . a } 
-{Thitdly, 'Tis infinirely. better -to- have much of God; of 


with a little of che world in our hands, chan'to have mach 
of the world in our hands; and but a little of God-and Chr it 
in-our hearts,  *' Tis intimcely better to be rich rowards Gd 
and, poor towards the world, than to b: poor towards God, 
anda be rich [towards the world. There'ave' ſome very 
rich, who yet are very-poor; there are others'who are very 
poor, and*Yct are very rich. *Tis infinitely-better to be 
poor men | and: rich Chrittzans, than to be rich mes, and poor 
Chaltians, Bur, = 


and Chrift, and Grace, and Heaven more. + Kings 3. 9. Give 
therefore thy ſervant an underſtanding beart, to judge thy peo- 
ple, that I may diſcern between gnod and bad: for who is able 
to. judge tbis thy ſo great « people ?' Ver, 10, And the Speech 


batt not erked for thy filf long life © neither bat asked riches for 
thy ſelf, nor baſt ashed the- life of thine enemies, but” bat orkgd 
for thy ſelf underſtanding to diſcern judgement. ver; 12. Bebold, 


wiſe. and an underſtanding beart, ſn thas there was none like #hee 
before thee z neither after thee, ſhall any ariſe like wnto thee. v. 13 
And bave alſo given thes that which thow baſt not a5%ed, both 
ricbes and bonaurs : ſo that there ſhall not be any among the 
Kings like unto thee, all thy dayer. Thisis more generally and 
fully expreſſed ia 2 Chron. 1.12. Wiſdom and knowledge is 
onted  wato thee ; and I will give thee riches, and wealth; and 
wr; ſuch a1\none of the Kings bav? bad before” the?, neither 
all there any after. thee bave the like. - Solomon defired'\ wil 
dam of the Lord, and the Lord granted him his deſire, and 
alt in riches, and wealth, and honour as an over plus, which 
di&-nat. fo much as once deſire, God wor't' be wanting 
them in Tetnporals, who in their defires' and prayers, ire 
Bu Bbba moſt 


'Chrift, of the Spiric, of -Holinets; and of Heaven in our hearts | 


; »Fourchly, The beſt and ſurctt way under Heaven to giin | 
much: of. the world, is to mind the world4cfs, and God, | 


pleaſed the Loyd, rhas Solomon had- arked +bis thing. Ver. 11. 
And God ſaid unto bim, becauſe thou baſt athed this thing, and | 


L have done according” to thy words > Lo, I have giver thee & | 
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The ſhorter 
cut to riches, 
- F5 by their: 


of this world caft-in as an over-plus, as 2. handful tothe 


4 8. Godlineſs 41 profitable wnto all things, baving the promiſe of 


Seneca, as well as Heaven: Bread as well as Grace; and Rayment 
| as well as Rightcouſne(sz and the lower ſprings as well as 
» Per; 1. 4, 4 $<© upper ſprings to be found in the precious promiſes. Abro- 


and Mordicai, and David, ard Hezckjab, and Foftab, and Fe- 
 boſaphat, and Daniel, and the: three Children, ( or rather 


food things, and the great things of this world uponethem. 
{*ris juſt-with God to; blakk their endeavours, and to curſe 
thezr mercies-t0 them, Fer. 45.5. Mak 2; 2; But, 


\unjuftly and diſhonetily,” Aclittle of the world bleſt,. is- bet- 


moſt carried out afict ſpirituzls. Matth. 6. 33. Firſt ſeek the 
Kingdom of G14, and bis righteouſne's, and ell theſe things- 

be added to you, qr over-added. He who before all,and abbve 
all other things ſceks Grace and Glory, ſhall have the chings 


fack of grain; | or 8s inch of meaſure to an Ell of Cloathy, 
07 45 paper and pack-thred is given into the bargain, x4 Tim. 


the life that now is, and of that which is to come. There 1s Eatthy 


m, and Iſaac, and F acob, an®#F ofſepb,and fob, and Nebemigb, 


Champions ) made it cheir buſineſs to be holy, to walk with] 
God, to maintain communion with God, and to cxalt and 
glorific God : and. you know how the Lord. heaped up+the 


{ verily believe, if men were more holy, they would: be! 
more outwardly happy 3 if they did but. more- ſeriouſly and 
carneſily: preſs after the great things of that upper world, 
the Loxd would more abundantly caft in the things of this! 
lawer-.world upon them. - But when men arc immoderate- 
ly carrycd out in ſeeking after. the great things of-chis world; 


Fiſthly,” Tis better to get a little of the-world, than to. 
get much of the world; "tis bctter to get a little of the 
world jufily . and honefily, than to get much of the world: 


tex than much of the world curſt, Solomons Dinner. of. 
green Hearbs, Daniels Pulle, Barly Loaves, and: a few Fiſhes, 
and Fobus rough Garment. blefi, are better and greater-mers| 
cies, than Dives his Riches, Purple Robes, and dainty fare 
Gcarlt, Bur, ,+ . At] ! (10h 
| . Sixthly, The.grexteft outward gain cannot counter»val 


(Os leaſt ſpiritual; loſs.” Be it but a dram of: Grace, os a 
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caſt of Gods countenance, or an hours communion with 
him, &e. Suppoſe a man could heap up S.lver us the duſt, 
and Gold as. the ſtreams of the Brook, that he:copld grin 25 
much as the Devil promiſed Chriſt, viz. all the K;ogdams of, 
the world, and the glory of them , yet all theſe. could not 
make up the leaſt ſpiritual loſs... He that (hall exchange the 
leaſt ſpiritual favour for 'the greateſt outward. good, ſhall 
but with Glaveys and Dijomedes exchange, Gold for Copper ; 
he ſhall with che Cock in the Fable, part with, a Pearl, for a 
_ [Briley Cor. Chryſiſtom: compareth fuch to workers in 
Mint, who for a little wages, do alwayes hazard, and ſome- 
times loſe their, lives. Ment a French Preacher compareth 
them to a Huntkman, that ſpoileth a Hozſe. worth many 
pounds, in purſuit of « Hare not worth ſo many. pence. , Pa 


the City. When ſuch aone (bull at, Laſt compute what he 
hath gained and what he hath loſt, he will cerzainly conclude 
that he hath but a milcrable bargain of it.. Bug... + | 
{c The ſeventh Maxim is this, 23. A little that a righteous 
man hath, is better than the riches of- many wicked; the 
righteous mans mite, is bettcr,.than the. wicked mans milli- 


. |than a, bagg of Counters : one lictle Box of Pearls, is more 

worth, chan many Joads of Pibbles, And fo a little that a/ 
righteous man hath, is better than the abundance of the 
wicked : Is better than the riches of. many wicked. Ham 
which is the word here uſed, is from Hamab which fignifics 
multitude of xiches, or great plenty, or. fore of riches ; from 
this Hebrew. word Hamon, Riches are called Mammon. The 
Jhttle that the righteous man hath, is better than the multi- 
tude of fiore of xiches that the'wicked have.  Outof theſe 
words, you may obſerve theſe following particulars. 

1. Here is the righteous mays portion, .and the wicked 
wars portion as to this world ;; the righteous man hath 


ut little, the wicked, has much, 


WW CIURD l A 


elle comperes them to. »,man that with much ado winneth| 
Venice, and as (ſoon as it is won, is hanged up at the Gates of | 


'ons. . A little, that,is a competent and. mean portion, though | 
a þut,very little; one little. piece of Gold is more worth, | 
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Pſalm 37» 16, 
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ct 1|e#hrh beaſt of the fietd br bgbt "$0 wt 


uncertainer, than now it is; fax,,oar Title, our Tenure b 


;  2'The righteous man hath but little, bur tHe wicked his 
 ribhies,”” 7 T: \ Tu $0 { 2926 eg da y 
*-$/ The 'iRhteoifs many little ig's better portion, than thc 
riche#of#e wicked: - ©0091 £5737 44 5900 
4 The'righteous mans litte. is better than the multitude 
of riches tharthe wicked have: TL TIO 
5: THe righiftous thans Hirtle is 'bftrer than the multicude 
cf rithey thac'tthany Wicktd mefi' enjoy.” "Now 67" their 
lakes'whe have bien” burnt up, ant have! bt littfc WP the 
worl# 12 tic} I' 1211 make good this bleffed truth By an! 
induQioh'ofthelc eleven particulars. a < 
Firſt, The righteous man hath a better tenvre 70 this lit- 
tle,* than'witked men'have'totheitthultittide of riches: The 
riphteous that holds his Tenure,” By vertut of his marri; 
unton wich Ehrift, who is che htir 5fall chings. We hall ay! 
cqual Tight in the firſt Adam to ill the good things of this 
world; but iirihis'fall, we toft bur original rigtit to the good 
things 'df this'Wgrld. _ But now che righteous man by, the 
ſecond' AdamHiiyj& recovered his right to'alf þ7 ejoyer.B 
8. 32. Hyrb ſhall be 'nig with bim a/ſo Pell Fi | | 
i Cor. $4 All Binys tre youlls, 3.42. Whether PanP if 
Apollos,'orCephas, or the wor 


2 


unterelied' ty this large Charter? the Apoſite aofwery it 1 
__ Te hre Cby Inf? riff is Gr. All cottfes'tb us 
by Jeſus ChriCt, 'aftifie Corf'in { pe Fe thevtigh J# 
ſepbs hands.” 'So'all we fave, þe itlirtle or tnach)) we haves 
through Chrifis. hands upon'the*accotior of Bur marriage 
_ with Chriſt, We may fay - ery ud 
to their people, ball not all their Carte! bt ance, an 
c bf 168 2h it $6 Be 'eticeto Chrihod 
becyme” ong with Him, Al} comes* be durs,* through 
wh ire heir of at. y verrue of hpbar ſao with 
hrift, our tiffe to the creatures is not only reftoted, but 
firengthened.” That Tittle wt have, 'is entailed npon us by 
Chriti, in a miore firm and b:Uter way thanever: ' In the firtt 
Adam our Tenure was lowtr, tid mm ner," ard baſcr, amd 


e #7 all '+Bth " 


or life; or de, "or things re 
ſens, or things to come, all "the en port how*come they tobe] 
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Chrilt is more honoarable,, and fironger; ar.d-{weerer; and 
laltinger, than ever jt was before. -:For.now -we bolddatl we 
have in Capite, Chriſt is our head,' and husband, and by him 
wehold 41 we have. | But now wicked men by the fall'of 
Adom have loſt. their Origmal: Patent: -apd :Charter which 
once. they had to {hiew dor the things of: this life; [By Adams 
tall they have forfeited Gods .primnive donation of all cight 
in the creatures, every wicked man'in the world: has for- 
tated higright to the'creatures in Adarp, und lics ander that 
(oxkcieure. : But to. the glory of divine patience be'ittpoken, 
God has not ſued out his forfeiture, 'Godhavnot-brought-a 
Writ of ejection againlt him; and by this micans he:cores 
to.be lawfully poflcfſed of thoſe carthly bleflings he das en- 
jÞy- As a fcllon though he hath forfcited his life and eftate 
to the Kings Juſtice,” and 15 fi} ſubjeRt 0 t3e@iow wt the 
Kings plea/ure, yet while the King (orbeary-bitny his poſilſi- 

dn js good and kwtul, and no man may dittuebhim. . Wigck- 
ed men arc lawful owners and;pofſeffors of the good things 
God-hath given them,. Numb- 22. yo hs nA / thine Pg 
Whence you may obſerve, 

-/2- That thefllieitand lmplſtbeing -nonged, _y Jultly 
(ſpcakin. thar own defence. 

11/2; Bhat theywho have done many: _ Oli and fail 
in-one,//arc ofteh not only unrewarded for former (eyvices, 
bat puniſhed for that one offerice. | 

3. That when the creatures formerly othicious to ſerve us, 


his own fin,-as the ſole cauſe thereof, »' - | 
| 4. That the worſt men have good tile -to their ' OWN 
goods. For though Belaam was a'Sorcerer, yet the Aſs con- 
lledeth ewice, that he was his Aſs. Lake 12:33. Scll and give, 
are wordsofpiopriety. And God hath ſerthe cighth Com- 
mandment as a hedge, as a fence to every mans pofſeſſion 
Dzyn. 4. 17: This matter is by the Decree of the Watchers | 
and che demand by the word of the Holy Onex, to the intent 

that the living may know, that the Moſt High ruleth in the 
Kingdoms of men, 2nd giveth it towhomfoever he will ;} 
and fetteth up.over it the baſeſt of men, He that gave 


fart from their former obedience; man ought to RETUT | 


| 


 Canem 


; Allo] 
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(Gen. 23. 3- | Cangan 10 F acob, gave Moxnt-Seir to Eſaw, and did not Facob 
, IA _ buy a burying place: of the Sons of H:tb, and did he not buy 


. IPfaim 25. 10 


Conſult theſe 
1ptures, 
oh. 23. 143 


o EF. 


x Tim. 4. 8. 


Corn of the Egyptians ? by -all which, they did acknow- 
ledge,. that thole wicked+-men 'and: Idolaters had 2 lawful 
Title. co. thoſe termporal bleſſings thit they did enjoy, Now 
mark; God as he 13 the God of Nature, by common Provis 
dence allois:to wicked (men their lawful. poſfefſions' 7 and 
this is the'beſt Tenure +they hold by. O bat muw that little 
thit a child of God has, the holds 1. by a mure glorious te 
aure, and honourable Title and ther tore h18i m: tens by iter 
than @ wicked mans millions. But, 

Secondly, Tnat litcle a riglitcous. man hath ,: he hath 
th; ough the Covenant, and through precious protnifes. Now 
a little mercy reacht out to aman through the Capeuant, and 
as a (rat of the promiſe, is: (more worth, than a world of 
bleſſings, that lawin upon tian'meerly by a gem ral Pro- 
'vidence. Thee arc no mercics fo [weet, ſo Cure, fo firm, (of 
laſting, as thoſe thac flow in upon us through the Cov-nabt 
of Grace.: |. O this (weetens every drop, and tip, dnd<iull, 
and crum of mercy that a godly man enjoys. All che paths 
of the Lord are-mercy and truth, to ſuch as keep! his. Cones 
nant. This 1s a ſweet promiſe, a-prec:0us promile, afoul 
latisfying promi'e, 2 promiſe moxe worth than all thdriches 
of. the Indjie;, Mark, all the paths| of the Lord to his peo; 
ple, arc not only mercy, but they are mercy and truth ; that | 
1s, they are fure mercies that fircam- in upon them: through 
the Covenant, Well Sms; you mult xcmember this,viz. That 
che lcaft mercy, the leaſt blifiing: flowing in vpon us through! 
the promiley} 15 -tnore. worth- than a thouſand bl.flings that 
flow in upon us from:a general.Providencc : the 1catt blel- 
ling flowing in upon us through the Cov. nint, is better than 
ten chopſand Talents, that arc the meer products of a general 
Pr:videncc. For, ' 


dence, they enjoy their mercics from that common ſougce or 
pring that feeds the Birds of the Air, and the beaſis of the 


clothes the wicked, feeds the Birds and Beafis that periſh. 


Firft, Suck as enjoy all they have, only from a general Provi-| 


lot The fame common bounty of God that feeds and 


at, Secondly. 


MIS 
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Secondly, There is no certainty ofthe continuance of ſuch 2. 
mercics that arc only the produtt of a common Providence. | Iſa, ;3. 16. 
But now the mercics that flow in upon the Saints chrough 
the Covenant of Grace, they ſhall be fureco us, fo long as the ſc 
continuance of them may be for our good and Gods glory. 
Now the leaft mercies held by Covenant, arc infinitely ber- 
ter than the greateſt riches in the world that only drop up 
on us out of the hand of a common Providence. 

Thirdly, The Righteous man hath his little from the ſpe- 5 
cial love and favour of God. All his little lowes in upon | pfal. 146. 8. 
him from that very fame love which moved the Lord to be-| Prov. 15.17. 
fow Chriſt upon him. All the righteous mans little is from 
the good will of him that dwelt in the Buſh ; his little comes | Deur. 33. rs. 
fhom a reconciled God, as well as a bountiful God : from 8 
tender Father, as well as a merciful Creator. A Dinner of |Dan- 1+ 12. 

cen Hearbs, Daniels Pulſe, Bartey Loaves, « few Fiſhes, yea, 
rus his ſcraps, crafts and raggs, and Fobns Garment of 
Camels hair, from reconciled love, is infinitely better than all 
the riches and” dainties of the wicked, which are all mixed 
and mingled with crofſes and curſes, All the mercies and Prov. 3+33- 
abundance that wicked men have, is in wrath, and from _ w = 
wrath; there is wrath in every cup they drink in, and in|, "IO 
{every diſh they eat in, and in every bed they lye on, and in 
every ſtool they fit on. But the little the righteous man 
hach, owes from the ſweeteſt ſprings of divine love : fo that 
they may well ſay as Gideon did. The gleanings of the Grapes Judges8. 2. 
of Ephraim, is it not better than the Vintage of Abiezer. The 
very gleanings of the righteous arc better than the greateſt 
Vintages ofthe wicked. The abundance of the wicked Rill 
flowes in upon them from the bitter ſireams of Divine 
Wrath. A little water flowing from a (weet (pring, is much 
better, than a great deal that flowes from the ſalt Sea. The 
loving kindneſs of God 'dos raiſe the leaſt cfiate above the 
= eſtate in the world : yea, it raiſeth it above liſe it 
If (or lives Chajim ) which is the belt of all temporal|Plalm 6.3. F 
bleſſings, Ten pound given by oy out of favour and 
reſpe&, is a better giſt, than a thouſand given in wrathand 
diſpleaſure. Bur, ' 
= : Cec - Fourthly, | m— 
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Dur. 28. 8,9. 


Pſalm 3. 8. 
Gen. 2 2. 17- 


Chap, 26, 12. 


Prov. 10. 22. 
Deut. 28. 16, 


Prov. 3. 33- 
Mal. 2. 2. 


Prov. 3- 33- 


i 


17, 18,19, 20. 


Fourthly, The little that the rightcous man hath is bleſt 
and (anQtihed to him 3 as you may fee by comparing the 
Scripturcs in the Margent together. A little blcft unto a 
man, is better than all the world curſt.. Now all the blel- 
fings and mercies that the wicked do enjoy, though they 
arc matetially bleſſings, yet they are formally curſes ; as all 
the croſſes that befalls a rightcous man, though they are ma- 
terially croſſes, yet they arc formally bleſſings, The babita- 
tions, relations, honors, riches, &c. of the wicked are all 
cruſt unto them. There is poyſon in every cup the wicked | 
man drinks, and ſnares in every diſh he puts his fingers in, 
the Plague in 311 the clothes he wears, and a curfe upon the 
houſe in which he dwells. Zech. 5. 3, 4. Then be ſaid unto me, 
this is the curſe that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth : 
for every one that ftealeth, ſhall be cut off as on 1his fide, accord- 
ing to_it, and every enetbat ſweareth, ſhall be cut off, as on that 
fide, according 10 it.  ] will bring it forth, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts, and it ſhall enter into the bowſe of the Thief, and into thi 
bouſe of bim that ſweareth ſaiſly by my Name ; antl it ſpall remain 
in the midſt of bis bonſe, and ſhall conſume it , with the timbar 
thereof, and the floncs thereof. So Job 24. 18. Their portion FI 
curſed in the earth. A fat purſe and a fat heart, a whole efiate 
and a whole heart, a fat body and-a lcan foul. Pſal.-106. 15. 
He ſent leanneſs into their fouls, All the bleflings of the wicked 
have their but. As the Cup in Benjamin: Sack, which prov- 
ed a ſnare to him, rather than a mercy. O the curſcs and} 
vexations that attend all the bleſſings of the wicked ! Jt may| 
be laid of the little that a righteous man hath, as it was 
ance faid of Facobs Garment, Jt is like @ field which the Lord 
bath Bleſſed. * He bleſſeth the babitations of the juſt. Eſau had 
a fair eſtate left him, and Facoba leſs; yet Facobs was a bet- 
ter cftate than Eſay's, becauſe his little was bleft to him, 
when Eſas"'s much was cuiſt to, him, One little draught 
of clear wat r, is better than a Sca of brackiſh (alt water. Th 
application is calic. But, "Mp be 

. Fifthly, A little improved and well husbanded, is better 
than. a great deal that is either not improved, os but ill im- 
proved. Every eftate is as*tis improved: a little Farm well 


_ * "Irnproved,| _ 
— __ 7. 
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improved, is much better than a great Farm,' that is cither 
not improved, or ill improved. A little money, a little ftock 
in a Shop well improved, is better thana great deal of mo- 
ney, a great ſtock, that is cither not improved, or ill improv- 


godly man improves his little, Take me thas. 

Firſt, A godly man improves his little to tne (tiring up of 
his beart to thankfulneſs, and to b: much in admiring and 
bleſſing of God for a little, Every drop the Dove drinks, he 
lifts up his head to Heaven. Every Bird in his kind ( faith 
Ambroſe ) doth chirp forth thankfulneſs to his Maker. So 
the righteous man will bleſs God much for a little ; yea, he 
wilt bleſs God very much for a very little. But, 

Secondly, A righteous man improves his little to the hum- 
bling and abafing of himſelt before the Lord, as one that is 
much below the leaſt of m«rcies, Gen. 32. 10. 1 am nt wor- 
thy of the leaſt of all the mercies which thou baft ſhewed unto 1hy 
ſervant. Arighteous man labours to have his heart lye low 
under the ſenſe of the leaſt fio, and under the ſmart of the 
leaft rod, and under the fight of the leaft mercy. But, 
Thirdly, A righteous man improves his little tothe arm- 
ing and fencing of himſelf againſt finful temptations. Little 
mercies are many times great arguments to keep 4 gracious 
ſoul from fin. Bur, 

- Fourthly, A righteous man improves his little to there- 
lief and refreſhing of the bowels of others thatare in want, 
and whoſe pinching neceſſities call for ſupplyes. A poor 
man begging at a Chriſtians door who was very poor, he 
ſpoke to his Wiſe to give him ſomething; ſhe anſwered, that 
the had but three-pence in the houſe : faith he, give: him 
that, for if we never. ſow, we (hall 'never reap. There was 
another Chriſtian, who having given little of his little to 
a mah, began to think whether he had injared himſelf; but 
mg himſelf with theſe thoughts,that. he 
ad lent that would. pay: — advantage, 
with intereſt upon intereſt : within ag hour cafier'the had ic 
reſtored above (even-fold, in a way-which he never « 
of. The Italian form of begging is, Do good for your ſelver. But, 


ed, Now here give me leave to ſhew you bricfly how a. 


T. 
|Platm 103: I, 
2, 3. 

Plalm 116, 
12,13, 


2, 
2 Sam, 7.18. 


3. 
Gen. 39. 9,8, 
9, 10. 
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z Cor. $. 1, 24 
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Pſal. 16. u't. 
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Chap. 6. 4. 
Rev. 19.8. 


Matth: 25. 


6. 


Pſalm 17. 14. 
Luke 16. 25. 
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Gen. 30. 24- 


Joh. 4. 10,11. 
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Fifthly, A righteous man improves his little to the fire) 
up and provoking of his own heart to look aſter better md 
greater mercies, vis, ſpiritual and eternal favours. O ſaith 
the righteous man, if there be fo much (ſweetneſs in a few 
drops, and fips, and (mal draughts, and cruſts, and fcraps? 
What is in thoſe everlaſting, ſprings of pleaſure and delight, 
that be at Gods right hand ? If there be fo much pleafant- 
neſs in a piece of bread, and ſo much warmth in a courſe 
Suit of clothes, what ſweetneſs is there in the waters of life? 
and what pleaſantncfs is there in that bread of life that came 
down from Heaven ? and what warmth us there in that tine 
Linnen that is the righteouſneſs of the Saints ? ©. A righ- 
ceous man leoks upon his leaſt temporals, to. be a fthong 
cngagement upon him, to ſeek after eternals. Bur now 
wicked men arc ſo far from improving their much, their 
riches, their great riches, that they cither hide their Tx 
tents, as that evil ſervant did his 3 or clic they prove Jay- 
lors to their mercies; and make them ſervants to their laſts, 
as pride, drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, &c. Compare theſe Scri- 
ptures together, Fob 21. 1,+-10. ' Amos 6. 1.-+7, Pſatm 73, 
Hof. 4. 7. Fer. 2.31. Chap. 5. 7,8, 9. Dent. 32.19, 14,15, 
16; 17,18. Famer 5. 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6. But, 

Sixthly, The few mercies, the leafi mercies that the righ- 
teous man hath, arc pledges, and pawns, atid an earndft of: 
more mercies, of brtter mexcies, and of greater mercies, 
than any yet they do enjoy. Now a farthing/ given as an 


jcerncly of a thouſand a year, is better than many pounds 


[ny well be called Joepb, becauſe *riv a cettain pl 


iven as a preſent reward, Wicked' men have outward blef- 
av-their portion, their Heaven, their al. © Sow remember 
that thou in thy life time receivedſt thy good things; But nowtht 
lictle- thata godly man hath, he has-it as « pledge of Hea+ 
ven, and as an carneſtof eternal favours and mercies. The 


|lictle giercies che Szinty enjoy; ave doors of hope, toletin 


reate# and bettey niexcics; tholt imercies a! righggous: man 
has, 'ave batiin-lets 60 further mevcies, When t had « 
Sos, he calied his-nume Foſiphy faying, the Lord foul) add v 
me anttber Son; ' Eveyy megey \that a righteous pd pr 
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| [further and greater mercy that is to be added to-thofe the 


righteous man alrcady cnjoyes. But, 

Seventhly, The rightcous man enjoyes his little with a 
great deal of comfort, peace, quiet and contentment ; the 
righteous man with his little, firs Noab like quiet and il] 
in the midRt of all the hurries, diftraRtions, combuſtions and 
confufions that be in the world. Though the righteous 
man has but from hand to mouth, yet ſceing that God feeds 
him from Heaven as it were with Manna, he is quiet and 
cheerful : but now wicked men have abundance ot vexation 
with their worldly abundance : as you [ce in Haman, Eſther 
5.9, 11, 12. 13. Then went Haman forth that day juyfully and 
with a glad beart. But when Haman faw Mordicai in the 
Kings pate, that be toad not wþ nor moved for bim, be was full 
of indignation againft Mordicai. And Haman old them of the 
glory of bis riches, and the multitude of bis childrep, and all the 
things wherein the King bad promoted bim, and bow he bad ad 
vanced bim above the Princes and ſervants of the King. Aaman 

id moreover, yea, Eſther the Ducen did let no man come in 
angry King unto the Banquet that fhe bad prepared, but my 
ſelf; and too morrow am I invited wnto ber alſo with the King. 
Tet all this availeth nu nothing, ſo long as 1 ſee Mordicai the Few 
ing 4t the Kings gate. It is ſeldom ſeen, that God allows 
unto the greateſt darlings of the world a prrfeRt content- 
ment, Something they muſt have to complain of, that 
ſhall give an unſeavoury verdure to their (ſweeteſt morſcls, 
and make their felicity naſcrable: Tr was not fimply Mor+ 
dicais fitting at the Kings gate, but Mordicais refufirg to fland 
up, or to move either Hat, head, or hand, or to bow any 
part of his body, that dampt all Hamans joy, and that filled 
bim with rage and vexition of ſpirit. The want of little 
things, viz. « knee, © hat, will exceedingly vex and diſcom- 
poſe an ambitious ſpirit, So Abab, though a King, yet 
when he was ſick for Naboths Vineyard, his heart did more 
afMii& and vex it ſelf with greedy longing 'for that birt of 
carth, than the vaſtand fpacious comps ofa "Kingdom could 
tounter-comfort. And ſo Alexander the Great in the midfi 
of all his glory, he was excecdingly vexed and diſcontented, 
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Phil. 4. 12413. 


Prov. 10, 22, 
Chap. 15. 16, 
l7, 


If I had an 
enemy , faith 
Lat mtr, to 
whom I might 
lawfully with 
evil, I would 


him great 
tore of riches ; 
for then he 
ſhould never 


enjoy quyer. 
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Pb:raulus 2 
voIt man, was 
wearied out 
with care 

in keeping 
thoſe gr-ar 

'1 hes which 
Cyras had be- 
Towed upon 
him, 


Oh how ſweet 
js it, to want 
'heſe bitter- 
{weets. 


8. 
Job, 1, 21. 
Gen. 29; 28, 


\|Chap. 33. 10, 
112. 


becauſe he could not make Ivy to grow in* his Garden in 
Babylon. Contentment is a flower that dos not grow in 
Natures Garden. All the Hoors, riches, pleaſures, profits 
and preferments of this world, can't yield a man one dayes 
contentment, they are all ſurrounded with brizrs and thorns, 
you look upon my Crown and my Purple Robes faid that 
great King Cyrxs, but did you but know how they were 
lined with Thorns you- would never ſtoop to take them 
up. Charles the Fifth Emperour of Germany, whom of 
all men the world judged molt happy, cryed out at laft with 
gricf and detefiation to all his honours, plealures, trophies, 
riches, Abite hinc, abite longe ; Get you hence 3 let me heay 
no more of you. Who can ſumm up the many grievances, 
fears, jealoufies, diſgraces, interruptions , temptations and 
vexations that men meet with in their very purſuit aſter 
tic things of this world. Riches are compared to thorns; 
and indeed all the comforts the wicked enjoy, they have 
more or lefs of the thornin them. And indeed riches may 
well be called thorns ; becauſe they pierce: both head and 
heart: the one with care of getting, and the other with 
grief in parting with thenn, The world and all the glory 
thereof, is like a beautiful Harlot : a Paradiſe to the eye; but 
a Purgatory to the ſoul, A wicked man under all his enjoy- 
ments, 

1. Enjoyes not the peace of his conſcience upon any jult 
or (olid grounds. - | 

2, He cnjoyes not the peace of contentment upon any 
{obcr or righteous grounds. But now a righteous man 
with his little, enjoyes both peace of conſcience, and peace 
of contentment z. and this makes every better ſweet, and 
every little ſweet to be- exceeding ſweet. A diſh of green 
Hearbs with peace of conſcience, and peace of content- 
ment,is a noble feaſt;a continual feaſt to a gracious ſoul. But, 

Eighthly, the righteous man ſees God, and acknowledges 
God, and enjoyes God in his . little, , Look, as he that can't 


ce God in the leaſt afliQion, - in the leaſt judgement , will 


never be truly humbled; fo he that can't ſee God in the leaſt 
mercy, willnever be truly thankful, nor cheerful in way 
cruſt, 
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cruft, crum, drop and tip of mcrcy that a righteous man cn: 
Joyes, he fees much of the love of his God, and the care of 
his God, and the wiſdom of his God, and the power of his 
God, and the faithfulneſs of his God, and the goodne(s of 
his God, in making the leaft provition for him. I have read 
of the ]&ws, how that when they rcad the little Book of Ef- 
ber, they let fall the Book on the ground, and they give this 
reaſon for that Ceremony, becanſe the name of God is not to b 

found in all that Hiſtory, So a righteous man 1s ready to lc 

that mercy drop out of his hand, out of his mouth whcrein 
he can't read his God, and ſee his God, and ,talte his God, 
and enjoy his God. But now wicked men may fay, as Eli 
ſhe did in another caſe : 

Flere is 1be mantle of Elijah, but where is the God of Elijah 7 
Here ir abundance of riches, and bonus, and dignities, &c, but 
where it the God of all theſe comforts ? 

But alas, they mind not God, they ſee not God, they ac- 
knowledge not God in all they have,in all they enjoy : as you 
may fee, by comparing the Scriptures in the Margent toge- 
they, Wicked men are like the Horſe and the Mule, that 
drinks of the brook , but never think of the ſpring, They 
are like to the Swine that cats up the Matt, but never 
tooks to the Tree from whence the Maſt falls. They arc like 
fuch barren ground, that ſwallows up the ſeed, but returns 
nothing to the ſower. A dunghill ſpirited fellow in our 
dayes bring by a neighbour excited to bleſs God for a rich 
crop of Corn he had fianding on his ground; Atheiſtically 
replyed, Thank God ! Nay rather thank my Dung-Cart ! Lhave 
read of a great Cardinal, who writing down in his Daary, 
what ſuch a' Lord did for him, and how far ſuch a Prince 
fvoured him, and what encouragement. he had from fuch 
a King; and how ſuch a Pope preferred him, but not one 
word of Godin all. One reading of it, took. his Pen and 
wrote underneath, here God did nothing, But, 

' Ninthly, The little the righteous man hath, is enough: 
enough' to ſatisfic him, enough to content him, enough to 
bear his charges till he gets to Heaven. Gen. 33.11. I-bave 


_ faith 7acob to Eſas. Gen. 45. 28. And Iſracl ſaid, it 
7 | | j 


*Phil. 4-12, 13+ 


2 Kings 2+ 4- 


Hol. 2. 53899 
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Prov. 40. 8, 
{f thou live 
iccording to 
nature, thou 
wilt never be 
vor,if accord- 
ng to Opinion» 


| 


enough Joſeph my Son is yet alive. Though the-righteou| 
man hath but lirtle, yet he hath enough for his place and 
calling in which God has placed him, and enough for his 
charge, whether it be great or (mall, he has —_— to latisfie 
nature, enough to preſerve natural life. Hagar is butdor (ood 
convenient, conventent for his life, not for his luſtsz he praycs 
for enough to fatisfic neceſſity, convenience , not concu- | 
piſcence : he begs for Bread, not for Quails: he begs chat 
na ure may be ſuſtained, not pampered. Though it be 


hou wilt ne- 
er be rich» 


Gen. 29. 20, 
21. 


Job 23, 1%. 
He 1s _ 
2nough, that 
I not 
bread, and 
high enough 
in digni:y,rhat 
is not force 

to ſerve. Jerom. 
ſoln 6. 9. to 
the 15. 

t Kings 17. 12. | 
V. 3> 4> 53 Go 


Prov. 30, 155 
I6, 


Pal. I7. I4- 


= 


b 


[iy-full:: and how ſoon is the belly cmpticd, aſter 'ris once fil- 


crue, that nothing will (atisfie a wicked mans luſts; yet "tis 
as true, that a little will fatisfic nature, and leſs will ſatishe 
Grace. Facob vows, that the Lord ſhould be his God, if he 
would but give him bread to cat , and rayment to put 
on. This wgs the firft holy Vow that ever we read of; 
Hence Facob is called the Father of Vowg. He b:gs not 
daintics to ſeed him, ror Silks, nor Sattins to clothe him ; 
but bread to feed him, though never {o courſe, and clothes 
to cover him, though never ſo -mean. Fob is only for ne- 
ceflary food. A little will ſatisfie a temperate Chriltian. 
Lmtber made many a meal of Bread and a Red Herring z and 
Funins made many a meal of Bread and an Nature 
ps only, like thoſe three hundred Souldiers, fmdges 7. 6. 
When Chriſt fed the people graciouſly, miraculouſly, he fed 
them not with Manchets and Quails, or Pheſants, ©c. but 
with Barley Loaves and Fiſhes, a frugal, temperate, ſober di- 
et, If thehandful of meal in the Barrel, and the Oylein 
the Cruize fail not, and if the brook and the running water 
fail not, Eljab can be well enough contented. But now 
wicked men never have enough, they are never ſatisfied. 
They ure like thoſe four things that Solomon (peaks of, that 
are never ſatisfied, viz. The Grave, the barren Womb, the 
carth and 'the fire. That is an obſervable paſſage of the 
Plalmift, Thow filleft theiv bellies with thy bid treaſures, To a 
worldly wicked man all theſe outward things erc but ab:l- 


| 


ted. Though many rich men have riches enough to fink 
them, yet'they have never enough to ſatisfic them, Like 


| him thet wiſht for a thoafand Sheep in his flack, and is 
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he had them, he wiſht for other Cattel without number. 
When Al:xander had all the Crowns and Scepters of the 
Princes of the world piled up at his Gates, he wiſhes for ano- 
ther world to conquer. Tye ee 15 nt ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor | Ecclef. 1. 8. 
the ear with bearing. He: that | veth ſilver, ſpall mot be ſarisfi-| 
ed with filver, nor he that loveth abundance with increaſe. | Chap. 5. 10. 
There is enough and enough in filver, in abund ince of (il- 
ver to vex and fret the ſoul of man, but not to (atisfe the 
foul of man. God himfclf is the only centre of centers, and 
{as the foul can never reſt, till it return to him ( as the Dove | Gen. 8. 9. 
to the Ark )) ſoit can never be filles, (tilled, or ſatisfied, but | The poor 
inthe enjoyment of him. All the beauty of the world, is — ! 
but deformity ; all the brightneſs of the world, is but black- rs —_ 
nels ; all the light of the world, is dut b:trerneſs:; and there- more ror Icls 
fore "tis impoſſible for alt the bravery and glory of this | than enough. 
world, to give abſolute ſatizfaRtion to the foul of man. _ _—_ 
{Solomon the wilclt Prince that ever (ate upon a Throne, after _—_ . Joc of 
his moſt diligent, curious, critical and impartial ſearch into | j,yoer. 
all the creatures, give this as the ſumme totalir, and produt| * 
of his enquiries, Vanity of vanities, al is vanity, And how 
then can any of theſe things, yea, all-theſe things heaped up 
together, ſatisfic the ſoul of man, Hub. 2. 5. He enlargetb hu 
| defire as Hell, and is as death, and cannot be. ſatisfied, but ga- 
thereth unto bim all Nations, and heapeth unto bim all people. 
This is ſpoken of the King of Babylon, who though he had 
gathered cohim all Nations and people; yea, and all their 
vaſt Treaſures alſo, Ifa. 10. 13. I bave robbed their treaſwres. 
ver. 14. And my band bath found as a neſt, the riches of bis 
ple; and as one gatherath Eggs that ave leſt, have 1 gathered 
all the earth ; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened 
the mouth, or peeped, And yet for all this, was his defire en- 
larged as Hell, and could not be ſatisfied. Thedelires of 
worldlings are boundleſs and endle(s, and there is no fatisfy- 
ing of them. *Tis not all the Gold of Ophbir, or Per, nor | 
all the Pearls or Mines of India : *tis not Foſephs Chains, l 
nor Davids Crowns, nor Himans Honours, nor Daniels | 
Dignities, nor Dives his riches, that can fatisfic an immor- | 


tal foul. 
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Job, 5. 20, 21, 
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2 Cor. 6. 10. 


Heb, 13 c, 6- 
Prov. 10. 3 


Prov. 10. 3. 
Pſalm 37. 343 
35, 36» 

Jer. 19.11. 
Job 20.20.ult. 


Job 24. 24; 


|van ſhaway. 


Tcnthly, The little that the righteous man hath, is more 
table, durable avd Ling, than the riches of the wicked ; 
and therefore his little, is better than their much, his mite 
is better than their mullions. Pal. 34. 9, 10. O fear the 
Lord, ye bis Saints: for there is no want to them that ſear him, 
The young Lions do lack, , and ſuffer hunger : but they that ſeek 
the Lord, ſhall not want any good thing. Such as arc (eparated 
from the worlds lufts, can hve with a little. Such as fet up 
God as the obje of their fear, have no cauſe to fear the; 
want of any thing. When David was 2 captive amongſt the 
Philiſtins, he wanted nothing. Pax! had nothing, and yet 
poſſciſed all things. A godly man may want many good 


chings that he thinks to be good for him, but he ſhall never 


want any good thing that the Lord knows to be good for 
him. We do not eſteem of Tenure for life, as we do of (ree- 


thold, becauſe life is a moſt uncertain thing. Ten pound a year 


for ever, is better thana hundred in hand. All the pro- 
miſes are Gods Bonds, and a Chriſtian may put them in 
(uit when he will, and hold God to his word ; and that not 
only for his ſpiritual and eternal life ; buc alſo for his natural 
life, his temporal life ; but ſo can't the wicked. The tempo- 
ral eſtate of the wicked is ſeldom long-liv'd, as you may lee, 
by.comparing the Scriptures in the Margent together. Alex- 
ander the Great Conqueror of the world, cauſcd to be paint- 
ed on a Table a Sword in the compaſs of a Wheel, ſhewing 
thereby, that what he had gotten by the Sword was ſubjeR 
tobe turned about the wheel of Providence. There is no 
more hold .to be had of riches, honours, or preſerments, 
than Sax! had of Samwelr lap. They do but like the Rain- 
bow thew themſelves inall their dainty colours, and then 
There are fo many fins, and ſo many croſſes, 
and fo many curles that uſually attend the riches of the 
wicked, that *cis very rare to ſee their cfiates long-liv'd. 
Hence their great eſtates are compared to the Chaff:, which 
a puff of wind diſperſcth ; to the Grafs which the ſcorching 
Sun quickly withers ; to the tops of Corn, which are ſoon 
cut off; andto the unripe Grape, Job 15. 33. He ſhall ſhake 


ff bis unripe Grape ar the Vine, and ſhall caſt off bis flower 4s 
the 
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the Olive, Every daycs expcrience conhi;ms us im tius truth. 
Buf, 

Eleventhly and laſily, The little that the righteous man 
hath, is better than the riches of the wicked, 1n re(p.& of 
his laſt reckoning, in reſp: & of his laſt accounts. God will 
never call his childr.n in che great day, either to the book or 
to the bir for the mercies that he has given them, be they 
few or bz they many, be they great or be they (mall. Tavugh 
the M:rcer brings his Cuſtomer tothe book for what he has, 
and for what hc wears, yet he never brings his Child to the 
book for. what he has; and for what he wears. Tough the 
Vintner or Inn-keeper brings their guelt; co the burr tor the 
proviſions they have, yt they never bring their children to 
the barr, for the provitions th:y make fos them, In the 
great day the Lord will take an ex.&t account of all the good 
that his children have done for others, but he will never 
bring them to an account, for what he has doae for them. 
Chrilt in this great day will, 

1. Rememb:r a!l the ind; vidual offices of love and friend- 
ſhip that hath been ſhewed to any of his members. 

2, He will mention many good things which his chil- 
dren did, which they themfelv.s never minded. 

' 3 Theleaſt and loweſt aRts of love and pity that have 
been ſhewed to Chrifis tuffcring (ervants, hall bs interpreted 
as © ſpecial kindneſs ſhewed to himlelf. 

4. The recompence that Chriſt will give to his people in 
that day ſhall be exceeding great. Hzre is nocalling of them | 
to the book or to the barr for the mercics that they were 
entruſted with. But O the (ad, the great accounts, that the 
wicked have to give up for all their Lands and Lordſhips, 
for all theix Honors, Othces, Dignitics and Riches. To whom 
much is given, much ſhall be required, Chriſt in the great 
day will reckon with all the Grandes of the world for eve- | 
ry thouſand, for every hundred, for every pound, yea, for 
every penny that he has entruſted them with. All Princes, 
Nobles and people that are not interefied in the Lord Jeſus, 
ſhall be brought to the book, to the barr in the great day, to 
give an account of all they have received and done in the 
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fleſh. But Chriſts darlings ſhall then be the only welcome 
guels. Matth. 25. 34. Then ſhall the King ſay to them on bis 
right band, come ye bleſſed of my Fatber, inberit the Kingdim 
prepared for you, from the foundation of the world. Before the 
N : world was founded, the Saints were crowned in Gods eter- 
mn _—_— nal counſel. Here is no mention made of the book or the 
Heathen have | Þarr, but of a Kingdom, a Crown, a Diadem. Now by thetic 
had ſome eleven Arguments 'tis moſt evident, that the little that the 
kind of dread | righteous man hath, is better than the riches of the 
wrt res wicked; the righteous mans mite, is better than the wicked 
upon the mans millions, Bur, 

conſideration 

4 a day of acconnt , as the writings of Plato and Tully , &%. do ſufficiently evi- 

ence, 


| 8. | Theeighth Maxim that I ſhall lay down, to put a ftopto 
| | your too eager purſuit aſter the things of this world, is this, 
| viz. That the life of man confifis not in the enjoyment of thele 
| | earthly things, which he is fo apt inordinately to affeQ, 
Luke 12. 15. And be ſaid untothem, take beed, and beware of 
ecvetouſneſi., For a mans life conſiſteth not in #he abundance of 
the things which be pr ſeth. Whether we contider mans 
life, in the length and continuance of it, or in the comfort of 
it: Iqconfiſts not in riches; for ro man lives a day longer 
or Merrier for his riches. Though poſſſions are uſeful to 
ſuſtain life, yet no man is able to prolong his life , or to make 
it any thing more happy or comfortable to him, by poſſeſſing 
more than he needs or ufes, *Tis not the Golden Crown 
that can cure the head-ache, nor the Velvet Slipper that can 
calc a man of the Gout, nor the Purple Robe that can fray 
2 | away a burning Feaver. Mark, the life of man is (o far from 

Jer, 19. u1 coalifting in the enjoyment of theſe earthly things, that 
| many times they haſten a man to his long home. Many a 
| mans Coffer has haftened him to his Cofhu; and as many a 
man has loſt his finger for his Rings fake, ſo many a man has 
| loft his life for his Purſes Cake. In all the Ages of the world ma- 
| Kings 2! |1,y a man has deeply ſuffered for his means. Naboth lolt his life 


Fee he. | for his Vineyards fake, Quintus Aurelias in the daycs of or 
| | 4 x 
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loft his life by reaſon of his Lands. Many a mans means 
has hanged him. Many a man has deeply ſuffered for his 
means flake. The Romans ript up the bellics and bowels of 
the Jews to ſcarch for Gold. The Americans had been more 
fafe/fiad they had leſs Gold. They thought Gold was the 
Spaniards God. But how the Spaniards played the Dzvil to 
get their Gold, I ſhall not at this time take pleaſure to re- 
late. Now ifour temporal life confiils not in aay of thefc 
eacchly chings, then certaialy our ſpiritual life confitts/ not in 
any of theſe earthly things. For what Religious duty 1s 
there that a b.licver can'c do, though he has neither money 
in his Bagg, nor daintics on his Table. And as our fpiritual 
life contitts not in any of theſe earthly things, fo our eternal 
life conlifts notin any of theſe earthly things: for as all the 
treaſures of this world can't bring a foul to Heaven, fo they } 
cannot keep a foul from dropping down to Hell. 


This worlds wealth that min ſo much deſire, 
May well be likenid to a burning fire, 

Whereof a little can do little barm : 

But profit much oxr bodies well to warm : 

But take too much, and ſurely thou ſhalt burn. 
So too much wealth 10 100 much wo dos turn. 


But, 

The ninth Maxim that I (hall lay down to put a ſicp to 
your too eager purſuit after the things of this world, is 
this, viz. That there is no reſt to be found in any carthly 
enjoyments, Reſt is the centre at which all intelleQtual na- 
tures, as well as natural bodics aim at. A man that is in- 
ordinately in love with the world, can never be at reſt. The 
Drunkard ſometimes refis from his cups, and the unclean 
perſon ſrom his filthine(s, and the {wearer from his Oathes, 
and the Idolater from his Idols, but the worldling is never 
at reſt; his head and heart are (till a plodding and a plotting 
how to get, and how to Keep the things of this world. Ec- 
cleſ.5. 12. The ſleep of the labouring man is” ſeocet, whether be 
248 littleor much; but the abundance of the rich will not- ſuffer 
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He that is 
1ch in conſci- 
2nce ( ſaith 
4«ftin ) {leeps 
nore ſound y, 
than he that 1s 
cichly clothed 
in Purpie 

uke 12.20. | 


Dan. $5. $, 6, 


Matth, 26.24. 


Aut ne. 


THad a man 
Jas much horo! 
ind dignity, 
»rofit and 
pleaſure 'as 
imſelf could 
wiſh, or the 
vorld afford, 
yet withm 
wenty four 
hours he 
would be 
weary of all, 
and mult go 
to ſleep. 


| bim toſlep. Theſe three Valtures, care of gecting, fear of 


keeping, and gricf of loſing, feed day and night upon the 
heart of a rich and wretched worldling, fo that his tlcep de- 
parts from him. Sometimes his abundance lycs like a lump 
of Lea4 heavy upon his h-ar:, (o that he cannor reft, Some- 
times his conſcicace dos fo laſh, and launcec, and guulc him 
for what he has got by iadireRt wayes and mcans, that he 
cannot ſleep. Sometimes God himiclt will not fuffer hin 
to flap ; Sumetimes God ſhews him the hand- writing upon 
the wall ; formetimes he terrifies him with dreams: ard 
{ometunes he throws hand-ſulls of Hcl fire 1n his face, as 
once he did into Fades 7, and this hinders his reli. Some- 
names by thur exceſſive cating and drinking , their glut- 
tony, their delicious fare, they overcharge nature, which 
cauſcth incgeltion and malignant vapours, whereby fleep is 
, wholly x«maved, or cl{ſc much difturbed. Earthly riches 
rc an evil Maltcr, a treacherous Servant, Fathers of flattery, 
Sons of grief, a caule of fear to thoſe that have them, and 3 
cauſc of ſorrow to thoſe that want them : and therefore 
what 1cft 1s th:re tq be found in the enjoyment of them. 
The Prior in Melan@bon, rolled his hands up and downina 
Bafin full of Angels, thinking to have-cbarmed his Gout, 
but chis could give bim nocale,noreli. Latimer in a Sermon 
before King Edward the (ixth, tells a fiory of a rich man, 
who when he lay upon his ſick bed, one came to him, and 
to!'d im, thathe wasa dead man, that he was no man for 
this - world ;. as ſoon as ever the ſick man heard theſe words 
C faith Latimer he cryed out, muſt I die ? Scnd for a Phyhi- 
tian, Wounds, lide, heart, muftI die * Wounds, fide, heart, 
muſt I dyc? andthus he continued crying out, Wounds, fide, 
acart, mult I dye ? Muſt I dye and leave theſe riches behind 
me? All the riches that he had heaped together, could give 
him no reſt nor quict, when the King of terrors knockt at 
his doors. All the good things of this world have more or 
leſs of the Thorn in them. And therefore what reft can 
they give ? Achans Golden wedge proved a wedge to cleave 
him, and his garment a-garment to ſhrowd him. In Spain 
they lived happily, until hire made. ſome Mountains vomit 
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Gold: but what milcrable diſcords have followed ever; 
lince. It is only Heaven that is above all Winds, and Storms: 
and Temp:(ts : neither hath God caft man out of one Para- 
diſe, for him to think to find out another Paradiſe in this 
world. Egt, 
The tenth and laſt Maxim that | (hall lay down, to put 10, 
a flop to your too eager purſuit after the things of this 
world, is this, viz. That it is a very high point of Chriſtian 
wiſdom and prudence, alwaycs to look upon the good things, 
and the great things of this world, as a man will certainly | 
look upon them, when he comes to dic, O with what a' 
diſdainful eye, with what a contemptible eye , with what 
a (cornful eye, and with what a weaned heart and cold af- 
feRions do men look upon all the pomp, ſtate, bravery and' 
glory of the world, when their (oul fits upon their trem- 
bling lips, and there is but a ſhort fiep between them and 
eternity. He that looks upon the world, whilſt he has it 
ander his hand, as he will aſſarcdly look upon it, when he is' 
to take his leave of it : he will 
1. Never fin to get the world. Nor, | 
2. He will never grieve inordinately to part with. the| 


world. Nor, | 


3. He will never envy thoſe who enjoy much of the world. ; 
Nor, 
4. He will never dote upon the world, he will never. be! 
enamoured with the world. I havercad of a man, wholy- | 
ingin a burning Feaver, profefi that if he had all the world: 
at hi's diſpoſe, he would give it all for one draught of Beer, 
at ſo low a rate do men value the world at ſucha time as 
that is. King Lyſimachw loft his Kingdom for one draught 
of water to quench his, thirſt. If men were but fo wiſe to 
value the world at no higher a rate in health, than they do 
in ſickneſs; inthe day of life, than they do at the hour of 
death 3 they would never be fond of it, they would never be 
fo deeply in love with it. Now O that theſe ten Maxims 
may be fo blefſt ro the Reader, as to crucihe the world to him, 
and him unto the world. Gal. 6. 14. He-gave good counſel 
wat {faid, O man if.thou be wiſe, let the world paſs, left thou Auſt'n. 
paſs 
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paſs away with the world. Fix thy heart on God, ler hirn 
be thy portion 3 fix thy aff. Qions upon Chriſt, he is thy 
redemption; on Heaven, let that be thy Manſion. O take 
c John 2. 15. hat counſel, Love not the world, nor the things of the world, 


| Mark, he doth not ſay, have not the world, nor the things of 


the world ; but love not the world, nor the things of the world : 
nor he dothnot (ay, uſe not the world, nor the things of the 
world ; but love not the world, nr the things of the world : nor 
he doth not ſay, take no moderate care for the world, nor 
the things of the world : but love not the world, nor the things 
of the wirld, But to prevent all miſtakes, give tm leave to 
premi(e theſe three things. 

Firſt, "Tis lawful to defire earthly things, fo far as they 
may be furtherances of us in our journey to Heaven. As a 
paflenger when he comes to a deep River, defires a Boar, but 
not for the Boats ſake, but that he may paſs over the River, 
for could he piſs over the River without a Boat, he would 
never cry out, a Boat, a Boat: or as the Traveller defires 
his 1nn, not for the Lans (ake, but as it is a help, a furtherance 
to him in his journcy homewards 3 or as the Patient deſires 
Phylick, nottor Phyſick ſake, but in order to his health. So 
a Chriſtian may lawfully defire earthly things in order to his 
glorifying of Gcd;z and as they may bea help to him in his 
Chriſtian courſe, and a furtherance co him in his heavenly 
race, Heb. 12. 1. But, 

Secondly, We may defire earthly things in ſubordination 
to the will of God. Lord if it be thy pleaſure, give methis 
and that earthly comfort , yet not my will, but thy will be 
done. Lord thou art the wiſe Phyſitian of bodies, ſouls and 
Nations, if it may ftand with thy glory, give thy fick Patient 
life, health and fircngth; yet not my will, but thy will be 
done, Bur, 

Thirdly, We may deſire ſuch a meaſure of carthly things, 
and ſach a number of earthly things, as may be ſuitable to the 
place, calling.;relation and condition wherein the Providence 
of God has (cf as. As a Maſter, Magiſtrate, Prince, Lord, 
Gentleman, &c, A title of theſe earthly things,and a few of 
theſe carthly things, may be ſufficient to the order, place, cal- 
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ling and condition of hfe wherein- ſome men are placed, but 
not ſufficient for a King, » Lord, a Magiſtrate, a G.neral, Oc. 
Theſe muſt have thzir Counſellors, ther Guards, variety of 
attendance, and variety of the creatures, &c, A little por- 
tion of theſe earthly things is ſufficient for ſome ; and a great 
and large portion of theſe earthly things, 1s but ſufficient- 
for others, Leſs may fcrve the Servant, than the Miſter, the 
Child than the Father, the Peſant than the Prince, &c. The 
too-cager purſuit of moſt men after the things of this world 
to make up the loſles that they ſuſtained by the tire, hath been 
the true cauſe, why have intificd fo largely ug on this niath 
Duty that we are to lcarn by that fiery dilpenlation that hath 
paſt upon us. 


The tenth Duty that lyes upon thoſe who hve been 
burnt up, /15 to'be very importunate with God, to take away 
thoſe (ins that have 1:id our Ciry deſolate, and to keep off 
from fin for the time to come, and to look narrowly to your 
ſpirits, that you do not charge the Lord fooliſhly, becauſe he 
has brought you under his fiery rod. Job 1. 16. 1hile he was 
je# ſpeaking, there came alſy another and ſaid, be fire of God is 
fallen from heaven, and bath burnt uf the ſhetp, and the ſervants, 


In al this Job firmed not, nor charged God fooliſhly. The fire of 
God ( that is, a great, fierce and terrible fire ) that fell from 


Heaven, and conſumed obs ſhiep and ſervants, was a more 
terrible Judgement, than all the former Judgements that be- | 
fellthem, becauſe God ſeemed to fight againſt Job with his 
own bare hand, by fire from Heaven, as once he did againſt | 
Sodom : In all this Fob finned not : that is, in all this chat Fob 
fuffered, 2Red and uttered, there was not any thing that 


when it came to the proof, there was no ſuch thing. For | 
Job had a fair and full vitory over him, and Satan was: 
proved a loud lyar. For Fob ſinned not in thought, word | 
or deed ; Fob did neither ſpeak, nor do any thing that was | 


Ece wound | 


IQ. 


Mal. 2. 19,4 


was materially ſinful. Satan he (aid, that if God would but || 
touch all that he had, Fob would eurſe him to his face; but | * 


diſhonourable to God, or a reproach to his Religion, ora, : 
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wound to his conſcience : under this fhery tryal Fob did not 
fo much as entertain one hard thought concerning God ; nox} 
let fall one hard word concerning God, under all the evils 
chat befell Fob. Fob till thinks well of God, and ſpeaks well} 
'of God, and carries it well towards God : Certainly Fob had 
2 great deal of God within him, which kept him from fin- 
ning under ſuch great and grievous ſufferings. O'Sirs, it 
1s a far greater mercy to be kept from innings under our 
((ufferings, than it is to be delivered from the greateli fuf- 
ferings, Fobs heart was ſo well (caſoned with Grace, that-| 
he would admit of-no infolent or unfavoury- thoughts. of | 
God, or of his ſcvercſt, Providences. In all, this Job ſimed| 
not, nor charged God fooliſhly, or with folly. Some refer the 
former part of this Verſe to the mind, and the latter to the]: 
mouth ; ſhewing that Feb ( though he had loſt all ) neither| 
'hought in his heart, nox uttered with his, mouth any thing 
unmeet and unworthy of God. The meek, humble, paticnt 
znd gracious b.haviour of Fob under all his (ore lofles and 
crofſes, is here owned, renowned, crowned and chronicled 
by God himſelf. O Sirs, finning is worſe than ſuffering 3 it 
is better to (ce a people bleeding, than blaſpheming; burn- 
irg, than curfing ; for by mens fins God. is diſhonoured, but 
by their ſufferings God is. glorificd. O that the Chriſtian 
Reader would (criouſly conlider of theſe twelve things, 

| Prov. 6. 16, 1. That there is nothing that the great God hates 
17- but (in. | 

Jer. 49» A 2, That there is nothing that. he has revealed his wrath 


—_ R's [from Heaven againſt, but tw, | 


" . : 


Epheſ. 4 30- | 3- That there is nothing that: crucifies the Lord of Glory 
Marth. 26. ult. 2 freſh, but ſin. 


- 
————D— __— 


_ FR . &; O90 there is nothing that grieves the Spirit of Grace, 
1hMal. 2. 2, P2tfin. 
be pe 18. 5. That there is nothing that wounds the conſcience, 
| but fin. 
- 6, That there is nothing that clouds the face of God, but 
{tn, 


7. That there, is nothing that hiaders ; the return of pray- 
| er, but in, 


8. That 
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S. That there is nothipg that interrupts our communionj 
with God, but fin, q 

9. That there is nothing that imbitters our mercies, but 
lin. 

10. That there is nothing that puts a Cling into all our 
| (roubles and tryals, but lin. 
" 11. That there is no: hing that reriders us unſerviceable in 
our places, fiations and conditions, but fin. | 

12. That there 1s nothing that makes Death the King of | 
terrors, and the terror of Kings to be ſo formidable and ter- | 
rible tothe Sons of men, as lin. And therefore under all 
yuur forrows and fi. fferings, crofſ.s and loſſes, make it your 
great butineſs, to arm your ſelves againſt fin, and to pray 
agaiclt fin, andito watch againſt fin, and to. turn from lin, rms 
and to ceaſe from lin, and to get rid of fin, and to fland for |, - 6 th 
ever in detiance of fin. Aſſuredly every gracious heart had | Hof 14. 8. 
aather be rid of his fins, than of his ſufferings, Job 7. 21. | !fa. 30. 22. 
And why deft thou not taks away mine iniquity, or lift up, as the 
Hebrew runs, to note, that though Fob had many loads, ma-1 
ny- burthens vpon him, yet none lay fo heavy upon him, 
es his fin? Hol. 14. 2. Toke away all iniquity, and receive us 
graciouſly, * Tis not take away our captivity, and receive us 
graciouſly ; but take away our iniquity, and receive us gra | 
Ciouſly : nor it is not take away this or that particular ini- 
quity, and- reccive us graciouſly, bur take away all iniquity, 
and reccive us gracioully ; taker away flain and fting, crime 
and curſe, power and puniſhment, that we may never hear 
more of it, nor never feel more of it : nor never be troubled 
|any more with it. Though their bondage was great, very |Dan. 9.11412, 
great, ye, greater than any people under Heaven were ex- | 13. 
erciſed with, yet their fins were amore unſupportable bur- 
den to their ſpirits, than their bondage was. And therefore 
they cry out, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciouſly, 
and this was the uſual method of David, when he was un- | 
der ſore troubles'and tryals, he was more importunate with [See Pal. 79. 
God” to be purged and pardoned, thin he was to be caſed un- | 72.5% | 
der his troubles, or delivered from his troubles, Plal. 51. 2:|pr,; 32. - 5. 
Waſh me throughly from mine iniquity,” and cleanſe me from my pt. 38. 3, 4 
. A fm.| 
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Exod, 10, 


_—— FP—=—_—_.cx. - 


ſer. $. 6, 

"| Hol. 6. 14233-' 
; Iſa, 56. iN 
JEzek. 36. 33» 
37- 


{iſa 9.12. 
Rev. 11. 18. 


Devrt., 28. 43, 
2 Chron. 28. 
18, Ig. 
Deut. 32. 36, 


fin, verſe 7. Purge me with Hyſop, and I ſhall be clean : waſh 
me and ] ſhall be whiter than Snow, ver. 9. Hide thy face from 
my ſinr, and blot out all mine miquiti:s. ver. 14. Deliver me 
from blood gailtineſs, O God, When Pharach was under the 
hand of the Lord, he was all for removing of the Plagues, 
the Frogs, the Locuſts, &*:. But when David was undcerthe 
hand of the Lord, he: was all for the removing of his fins, 


|ind for the cleanfing, purging, and waſhing away of his 


lins. O that all the burnt Citizens of London would be more 
carneſt and importunate with God to pardon,and purge, and 
take away al thoſe iniquities that have brought the fiery 
rod upon them, than they are ſtudious and indultrious to 
have their credits repaired , their houſes rebuilded, their 
Trad«s refiored, and all their loſſes mad- vp to them. O 
chat they might all be driven by what they heve felt, (cri 
ouſly to conlider what.they have done. No man ſaith what 
have I done. O that they would all blame themſclves more, 
and their fins more, and to turn to: him who has fo ſorely 
(mitten them, and lay hold on his firength, and make peace 
with him, that ſo he may yet build up theis waſte places, 
and make up their breaches, and repair their loſſes, and ne- 
ver turn away from doing of them good, Fer. 32. 41, 42, 


43: 44 But, 


The eleventh Duty that they.are to learn that have been 


|burnt up, is to prepare and tit for greater troubles and try- 


als, The anger of the Lord is not yet turned away , but 
his hand is ſtretched out ſtill, The Nations are angry, the 
face of the times ſeem ſorely to threaten us with greater! 
troubl:s, than any yet we have. encountered with. Ah London, 


|| Landon! Ah England, England, the' \Clouds that hang over 
'| thee, ſeem every day to be blacker and blacker, and thicker 


and thicker ; thou haſt ſuffered much, and thou haft cauſe 
to fear, that thou mayeli ſuffer more ; thou haſt been brought 


{low : yea, thou art this day brought very low. in.he eyes of 


the Nations round. about thee; and.yet thou mayeſt be! 


brought lower bcfore the day of thy exaltation comes, When 
Gad intends to raiſe a perfon, a City, a Nation high, very 
tigh, 


— 
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high, he then uſually brings them low, very low , and whe? 
they are at loweſt, then the day of their exaltation is near 
eſt, 'Tis commonly darkeſt a little b:fore break of day, Thi 
hand of the Lord has bcen lifted up high, yea, very high 
over us, and zgainſt us, but who repents, who reforms, whe 
returns to the Moſt High, who (mites upon his thigh, wh 
ſayes what have I done ? who finds out the Plague of hi 
Town heart ? who ccafeth from doing evil ? who learns tc 
do well? who ſtirs up himſelf to take hold of God? wic 
ſtands in the gap? who wreſiles and weeps, and weeps and 
wieltles to turn away thoſe judgements that this day threat. 
ens us? So long as fin remains rampant, and men coutinue 
impenitent,there is reaſon to fear a worſe ſcourge than an) 
yet we have been under. Pharaibs ſtubbornncls did but 
increaſe his plagues : the more out and unyiclding we arc 
under judg:ments, the, more chains God will (till put on. 
When his hand is lifted vp, we muſt either bow or break 
Such as have been under the ſmart rebukes of God, and 
will not tzke Chriſts warning, to go their way and fin nc 
more, Have reaſon to fear his inference, that a worſe thing 
will come upon them. The face of preſent Providences 
looks diſmal ; dreadful ſufferings ſeem to be near, very near, 
even at our very doors. Yet to prevent fainting, we muſt 
remember, that God never wants chambers to hide his peo- 
ple in, till his indignation be over paſt. God hath wayes 
enough to preſerve his wheat, even when the whirl-wind 
carries away the chaff, God can find an Ark for his Noabs, 
when a flood of wrath ſweeps away ſinners on every hand : 
and God can provide a Zoar for his Lots, when he rains fre 
and bximfione upon all round about them; Look, as God 
many times by I:{{:r mercics fits his people for greater mer: 
cies; ſo God many times by leſſer judgements fits his people 
for greater judgements : and who can tel), but that the de. 
fign of God by the late Judgerments of Fire, Sword and Pe- 
ſilence, is to prepare ard fit his people for. greater judge- 
ments. That God might have inflicted greater judgements 
than any yet he hasinfl:ctcd upon us : , I have already prov- 
ed by an induRtion of article that greater judgements 
Ece 3 may 
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| may be prevented, and our preſent mercies contiaued and|' 

-ncreaſed, it highly concerns us to repent, and to turn to the 
| Moſt High. There arc fcven forts of men who have high 
-auſe to fear worler Judgements than any yet have been un- 
Aiced upon them. 

1. Such who ſcorn and deride at the Judgements of God, 
Iſa. 5. 19. Fer. 17.15. and Chap. 20. 8. 2 Pct. 3. 3,4, 5. 

2. Such who put off the Judgements of God to others, who 
cry out, O theſe Judgements concern fuch and fuch, but 
not us. 

3. Such who are n» wayes bettered nor reclaimed by 
Judgements. 

4. Such as grow worſer and worſer und:cr all the warn- 
ings and judgements, as Pharaoh and Abaz did, Iſa. 1. 5. Fer. 
5. 3- 2 Chren. 28. 22, 23. 

5. Sach 25 make no preparations to meet God, when he is 
inthe way of his Judgements, Amor 4. 12. 

6. Such who arc carclefs Galives that do not ſo much as 
mind or regard the warnings of God, the judgements of 
God, Jſa. 5. 12, 13. 

7. Such as put the evil day far from them, as they did in 
| Iſa. 22.12, 13. and as they did in Amos 6. 3. and as the ig- 
habitants of Zer#ſalem did a little before their City was laid 
dos defolate, Some Writers tell us, that though the Jews had a 
Zoſbss, exc. | Breat many warnings by prodigious ſigns, and fearful appa- 

ps ritions before Feruſalem was betieged,and the City deſtroyed ; 
yet moſt of them expounded the meaning of them in a more 
favourable (cnſc tothemſclves, than ever God intended, till 
the dreadful vengeance of God overtook them to the utmoſt, 
[t is the greateſt wiidom and prudence in the world, to pre- 
pare and fit for the worſt. The beſt way on carth to pre- 
vent Judgements from falling upon us, or ifthey do fall, to 
(weetenthem to us, is to prepare for them. Bat, 


I2. The twelfth Duty that lyes upon thoſe who have been 
barnt up, is to ſecure the everlaſting welfare of their precious 
and immortal fouls. ' O Sirs, Londons Aſhes tell you to your 
ſe that you cannot ſecure your Houſes, your Shops, your 
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Ettes, your Trades, but the eternal well being of your 


a Pcarl of price, a rich Treaſure about him; viz. a Divinc 
foul, which is more worth than all the world. As Chrifi 
who only went to the price of fouls, as rold us, There is 
much of the Power, Wiſdom, Mijeſty and Glory of God 
ſtampt upon the ſtately fabrick of this world, but there is more 
of the Power, W:{dom, Majeſty and Glory of God (tampt up 
on an immortal foul, The foul is the glory of the Creation. 
What Fob ſpeaks of Wiſdom, is very applicable to the pre- 
cious foul of man, Man knows not the price thereof : [t 
cannot be valued with the Gold of Ophir, with the precious 
Onyx, or the Sapphire. The Gold and the Chryfial cannot 
«qual it : and the exchange of it, (hall not be for Jewels of fine 
Gold, Theſoulis a beam of God, a heavenly (park, a ccele- 
tial plant 3 it is the beauty of man, the wonder of Angels, 
the envy of Devils, and the glory of God. © O how richly 
and gloriouſly hath God embroydered the ſoul. The Kings 
daughter is all glorious within : ber clothing is of wrought 
Gold, The ſoul is divinely ivlaid and enamel'd by Gods own 
hand, The ſoul is of an Angelica! nature, it is of a'divinc 


ledge of God, and of union with Sod, and of communion 
with God, and of an eternal fruition of God. The foul 1s 
an immortal ſubſtance, and that not only per gratiam, by the 


Off ſpring, it is a ſpiritual ſubſtance capable of the know-+. 


ſouls may be ſecured. Every Þ:rnt Citizen carries a Jewel, | 


Matth-16 26 


Plalm 19. 1,2, 


I'7, 


Ei 45s 13. 


Eniftetus and 
any others 
of the more 
rchned Hea« 
thers have 


| long lince ſaid 


that the body 


Organ, the 


ſoul was the | 


man, the 


Merchandize. 0 


=_ and favour of God, as the body of Adam was in the 
ate of innocency, and as the bodies of Saints ſhall be at the 
reſurreRion, but per natzram, by its own nature, having no 
internal principle of corruption, fo as it cannot by any thing| 
from within it ſelf ceaſe to be ; neither can it be annihilated 
by any thing from without. Fear not them which kill the b»- 
dy, but are not able to kill the ſoul. Some have obſerved to my 
hand, that there are three ſorts of created ſpirits : the firſt of 
thoſe whoſe dwellings is not with with fleſh, or infleſhly bo- 
dies, they are the Angels: the ſecond, of thoſe which are 
wholly immerſed in fleſh, the ſouls of beafts, which rife out 
of the power of the fleſh, and periſh together with it : the 
third is of thoſe-which inhabit bodies of fleſh; but riſe out of 


the 


| 
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Gregory, &c. 
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Scclef. 02. 7, 


Pſalm 16. 5+ 
Pia!m 63. 26. 


the power of the fleſh, nor dye when the body dyeth; and 
theſe are the ſouls of men. When the body returneth to the 
carth as it was, the Spirit (hall return to God who gaveit, O 
Sirs,the ſoul being, immortal,ic muſt be immortally happy, or 
immortally miſerable. Certainly there is ro wildom,nor poli- 
cy to that of ſecuring the everlaſting welfare of your fouls. 
All the honours, riches, greatnefs and glory of this world, 
are but chips, feathers. cr: fles, pibbles to your precious and 
'immoxal touls : and ther:fore before all, and above all other 
things, make ſurc work for your ſouls; it they are fafe, all is 
lafe ; but if they are loſt, all is loſt, and you caſt and vncone 
in both worlds. Chryſſtom oblerveth, that whereas God 
hath given many other things double, two eyes to fee with, 
ewo cars to hear with, two hands to work with, and two 
tect to walk with, to the intent that the failing of the one 
might be ſupp!yed by the other, he. hath given us but one 
ſoul, if that be loſt, haſt tkou another foul to give in recom- 


| pence for it. If you ſave your fouls, though you ſhould loſe all 


you have in this world, your loſs would be a gainful lofs ; but 
if you loſe your precious fouls, though you ſbou!d gain all the 
world; yet your very gains will undo you for ever. You have 
found by the late dreadful fire,that there is no fecuring of the 
things of this world; and therefore make it your buſinels, 
your work, to get a Chriſt for your {culs, grace tor your ſouls, 
and a Heaven for your ſouls, that fo though all go to wrack 
hcre, yet your ſouls may be (avcd in the day of Chriſt, What 
deſperate madneſs and folly would i: have beenin any, when 
London was in flames, to mind more, and end:avour morc 
to ſave their Lumber, than their Jewels; their goods in their 
Shops, than their Children in their Cradles, or their Wives 
in their Beds; but it is a thouſand times greater madneſs and 
folly, for men to mind more, and endeavour more to ſecure 
their temporal efiates, than they do to ſecure their eternal 
cltates. But, 


The thirteenth duty that is ircumbent upon thoſe who 
have b:en burnt up, is to get a God for their portion. You 


have loſt your earthly portion, your carthly poſſeſſions, O 
that 
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portion, then your unſpeakable loſſes will prove inconceiy- 
zble gain unto you. O Sirs, God is the molt ablolute need 
ful and necefſiry portion : the warit or the loſs of earthly 
portions may affl:& and trouble you, but the want of God 


lutely neccfſary, that you ſhould have a portion in Gold, or 
Silver, or ]Jewcls, or Goods, or Houles, or Lincs, or Lord- 
ſhips 3 but it is abſolutely neceflary, that you ſhould have 
God for your portion. Suppoſe that with the Apofiles, 
you have no certain dwelling plact, nor no Gold, nor $:l- 
ver in your parles ; Suppoſe with Lazarxs you have never 
arag, to hang on your backs, nor neverea dry craft to put 
in your bellies ; Suppoſe with Fob you ſhould fiript of all 
your worldly comforts in a day yetif God be your portion, 
youare happy, you are rcally happy, you are fignally hap 
py, you are greatly happy, you are unſpeakably happy, you 
arc eternally happy. However it may go with you 1n this 
world, yct you ſhall be ſure to be glorious in that other 
world. To have Cod for thy portion O man, 4s the one 
thing necefſary; for without it thou art for ever and ever 
undone ; If God be not thy portian, thou canſt never enjoy 
communion with God in this world ; if 'God be not thy 
portion, thou canſt never be ſaved by him in the other world. 
Will you conlider a little what an excellent tranſcendent por- 
tion God tis? 

1. He is a preſent portion : he is a portion in hand, he is 
2 portion in poſl. (lion. 

2, God is an immenſe portion, he is a yall large portion, he 
is the greate(i portion of all portions. 

3. God is an all-ſuthcient portion. 

4. God is a pure and unmixed portion: God is an un- 
mixed good, he hath nothing in him but goodneſs. 

5. God is a glorious, a happy and a bleſſed portion 3 he is 
(o in himſelf, and he makes them fo too, who enjoy him for 


their portion: 
F ﬀf 6. God 


that you would now labour with all your might, to get God Pal. 119. 57: 
ſor your portion. It the lots of your carthly portions ſhall _- 10 16. 
be ſo ſanRtified to you, a3 to work you to make God your | 


tor your portion will certainly darn you: it 15not ablv-! 
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1 Cor. 4. 11. 
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I4. 
Ponder ſcri- 
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Scriptures. 
Pſal. 91, 2, 9 
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6. God is a peculiar portion, a portion peculiar to his 
people. 

| 7. God is a univerſal portion, he is a portion that includes 
'all other portions, 

8. God 15a fafe portion, a ſecure portion, a portion that 
{none can rcb a believer of. | 
| 9. God is a ſuitable portion. No objeR is fo ſuitable and * 
| adequate to the heart, as he is. 
| 10. God isan incomprehenſible portion. 


| never b: ſpent, a ſpring that can never be drawn dry. 
' 12. God is a ſoul ſatisfying portionz he is a portion that 
gives the foul full atisfaRtion and content. 

13. Godis a perminent portion, an indeficient portion, 
a never failing portion, a laſting, yea, an everlaſting portion. 

14. Andlaltly, God is an incomparable portion; God is 
a portion more precious, than all thoſe things which are 
eſteemed moſt precious, Nothing can make that man milera- 
ble,that has God for his portion : nor-nothing can make that 
man happy, that hath not God for his portion, O Sirs, 
why do you think, that Gud by his late fiery diſpenſation, 
has iript you of your earthly portions, but efftcQually 
to flir you up to make him your only portion, &c. Bur, 


The fourteenth Daty that is incumbent upon them that 
have been burnt up, is to make God their habitation, to make 
God their dwelling-place, Pſal. 90. 1. Lord thou baft been our 
dweling place ( or place of retreat ) in all generations : or in ge+ 
neration, and generation as the Hebrew runs, it is an Hebra- 
i\me, fetting forth God to be the dwelling place of his pco- 
ple in all generations before the flood and after the flood. 
The Iſrael of God in all their troubles and travels in their 
wilderneſs condition, were not houſcleſs nor harbouzl:l : 
God was both their hiding place and their dwelling p/zce. 
He that dwelleth in God, cannot be unhouſed, becaufe God 
1s fironger than all. *Tis brave for a Chriſtian to take vp 
in God as in his Manfion-houſe, It was a witty ſeying of 
that lIcarned man Picus Mirandla, viz. That God created 

the 


———er 


the late fiery Diſpenſation. 


227 


the earth for B:alts ro inhabit, the Sea for Fiſhes, the Air for 
Fowls, the Heavens for Angels and Stars ; and therefore man| 
hath no place to dwell and abide in, but God alone. Now! 
the great God has burnt up your dwclling places, make him! 
your dwelling place, your habitation, your ſhelter, your, 
place of retreat, your City of refuge. Certainly they dwell 
moſt (afcly, moſt ſecurely, mott nobly, moſt contentedly, moi! 
del;ghtfully ard moſt happily, who dwell in God, who hve 
under tie wing of God, and whoſe conſtant abode, is urd.r 
che ſhadow of the Almighty. Let the loſs of your habita-! 
tions lead you by the hand, to make choice of God for your! 
habitation, There is no ſecurity againſt temporal, (piritu-| 
al and eternal jadgements, but by makirg God your dwel- 
ling place. How deplorable is the condition of that man 
that hath neither a houſe todwell in, nor a God to dw:ll in ? 
that can naither fay, this houſe 1s mine, nor this God 1s 
minc ? that hath neither a houſe made with hands, nor yet 
one eternal in the Heavens, *Tis a very great mercy for God 
to dwell with us, but it 15 a far greater mercy, for God to 


with us, argues much happineſs, but for we to dwell in 
God, this argues more happineſs, yea, the top of happinels. 


[1 John 4. 13. 


dwcllin us, and for we to dwell in God, For Gcd to dwell 


There is no fiudy, no care, no wiſdom, no prudence, no 
underſtanding, tothat which woiks men to make God their 
habitation, No (torms, no tempelts, no afflitions, no ſut- 
fcrings, no Judgements can reach that man, or hurt that 
man, who has made God his dwelling place. Hs: that hath 
God for his habitation, can never be miſcrablez and he that 
hath not God for his habitation, can never be happy, That 
God that has once burnt you out of your habitations, can 
2gain burn you out of your habitations ; and if he ſhould, 
how ſad would it be, that God has once and again burnt 
you out of your habita ions, and yet you have not made him 


your habitation ? &s, Bat, 


2 Cor. F. i, 2+ 


Chap. 3. 24- 


v5 


The fifteenth Duty that is incumbent upon thoſe who 
have been burnt up, isto make ſure anabiding City, a City 
that hath foundations, whoſc builder and maker is God. 

Frf 2 Heb 


See my Trea- 
[tiſe on Afſu« 
rance. 


—_— —— 
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H:Þ. 13. 14. For bere have we no continuing City, but we ſeek 
ons #2 c14me, Theſe words arc a reaſon of his formcr exhor- 
Ver. 13s ration to the bel ev nz Hebrews, to renounce the world, and 


T 26+ 
Eſtias Exoofit 
34 los. 


Q's. 


Matth. 17 . 4+ 


Rey, 21. 2- 
C hap. I. 5, 6. 


©3p32.iv5, 


'otake up Chriſts Crofs and follow him ; as is clear by this 
cauſal particle for, It is a probable conjeRure made by ſome, 
as Eftius obferveth, that Sr. Paul ſpeaks prophetically of the 
deltrution of the City of Feruſalem, which was then at hand, 
and that in a ſhort time, neither that City, nor the Countrey 
about it, would be an abiding place for them ; but driven 
from thence they ſhuuld be, and be forced to wander up and 
down 3 and therefore they were to look for no other abiding 
place, but Heaven. Here we bave #1 continuing City. The 
Advetb tranflated here, is ſometimes uſed for place, and this 
more liriQly for the particular place, where one is ( as for that 
place where Peter was, when he ſaid, It ir good for ur t0 be 
here ) or more largely for the whole earth, and fo it is taken 
here, for it is oppoſed to H:aven. For the preſent we have 
no abiding City, but there is an abiding City to come, and 
thats the City which we (eek after. This carthly Fer«ſs 
{em is nO abiding City for us: this old world, the glory ol 
which is wearing off, is no abiding City for us 3 but Feruſa- 
/em that 18 above, the heavenly City, the City of the great 
King, the City of the King of Kings. This world is a wil- 
dernefs, and believers as Pilgrims and firangerss muſt paſs 
through it to their heavenly Canaan, This world is no place 
for b.lievers to continuein; they muſt paſs through it to an 
abiding City, toa continuing City, to a-City that hath foun- 
dations, Heb, 11. 10. For be looked for a City which hath foun- 
Jdations, whoſe builder and maker is God, The Plural Number 
is here uſed , foundations, for emphaſis ſake : this City is 
{aid to have foundations, to ſhew that it it a firm, ſtable, 
immoveable and enduring City, which the Apoſile oppoſeth 
to the Tabernacles or Tents wherein Ar:bam and the 
other Patriarchs dwelt while they were on earth, which had 
no foundations, but were moveable and carried from place to 
place,and caſily pulled down, or overthrown, or burnt up 
bat Heaven is an immoveable, firm, ftable and everlaſting Ct- 
ty. Heaven is a City that is built, 


1. Upon 
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pleaſure. 

2. That is built upon Gods eleQion to eternal glory. 

3. Thatis built upon the foundation of Chrilts eternal me- 
rits and purchaſe. | 

4. That is built upon the foundation of Gods everlalting 
Covenant of free, rich, infinite, ſovcraign and glorious grace. 

5. That is built upon the immutable {tability of Gods pro- 
mite and oath : Heaven is built upon the foundation of 
great and precious promiſes, and upon his oath, who is faith- 
fulneſs it felf, and cannot lye, Now O what a firong City, 
what a glorious Cicy, what a continuing City, what a laſt- 
ing, yea, what an everlaſting City mutt Heaven necds be. 
that is founded upon ſuch tirong and immoveable foundati- 
ons as they are ? Heaven hath foundations, but the Earth 
hath none : the earth hangs upon nothing, as Fob ſpeaks 
Nineveb, Babylon, Feruſalem, Athens, Corinth, Troy, and thoſc 
famous Cities of Aſia, were ſtrong and lately Ciies in their 
times, but where are they now? Both Scripture and Hiſto- 
ry doth ſufficiently evidence,that in all the Ages ofthe world, 
there hath been no firm, Riable, or continuing City to be 
found : and the Divine Wiſdom and Providence hath orde- 
red, and that partly to work the ſons of men to put a diffe- 
rence betwixt the things of this world, and the things of 
the world to come : and partly to wean them from the world 
and all the bravery and glory thereof ; and partly to awaken 
them, and ſtir them up to make ſure a Kingdom that ſhakes 
not, riches that corrupt not, an in inheritance that fadeth not 
away, a houſe not made with hands, but one eternal in the 
Heavens, and a City that hath foundations, whoſe builder 
and maker is God, Heaven is fiyled a City, to fet out the 
excellency, glory and benefits thereof. The reſemblance be- 
twixt Heaven and a City, holds in theſe reſpe&s among 
others. 

Firſt, A City is a place of (ſafety and ſecurity, fo is Heaven 
a place of the greateſt ſafety and ſecurity. A foul in Hea- 
ven, is a foul out of Gun-ſhot, no Devil ſhall there tempt, 
no wicked men ſhall there afſault , no fire-balls ſhall be 
Fit 3 there 


x. Upon the foundation of Gods cternal g:od will and 
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_ calt about, to diſturb the peace of the heavenly inhabi- 
cants. 

2 <condly, A City is compa, it is made up of many habji. 
'ationsz fo in Hcaven there are many habitations, many 
Manſtons, In our common Cities many times the inhabs- | 
-ants arc much (ſhut vp, and ftreightned for want ct room ; | 
2ut in Heaven there is Elbow-room enough, not only fox | 


Heb, 12. 225 
23, 


Rev. 21. 27, 


30d, and Chriſt, and the Angels, thoſe plifierirg and ſhine- 
ing Courteours, but alſo for all b.lievers, for all the el: 
fGod. 

Thirdly, A City hath ſundry degrees of p.rlons apper- 
taining unto if, as chief Magiſtrates and other Officers of 
ſundry (orts, with a multitude of Commoners. So in Hea- 
ven there is God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Ho'y Ghoſt, and an innumerable company of Angels and 
-aints. 

Fourthly, In a City you have all manner cf proviſions and 
aſful commodities z foin Heaven there is no:hirg wanting 
chat is needful or uſeful. 

Fifch'y, A City hath Laws, Statutes and Orders for the 
b:tter Government thereof; "tis fo in Heaven: and indeed 
there is no Government, to the Zovernment that 15 in Hea- 
ven. Certainly there 1s no Government that is managed 
with that Love, Wiſdom, Prudence, Holineſs and Righte- 
oufnels, &c. as the Government of Heaven is managed 
with. 

S:xthly, Every City hath its peculiar priviledges and im- 
munities; ſoit is in Heaven; Heaven is a place of the great- 
ct priviledges and immunities. 

Seventhly, Cities are commonly very populous ; and fo is 
Heaven a very populous City, Dan. 7. 10, Rev. 5, 11. 
Rev. 7. 9. 

E:ghthly, None but Free-men may Trade, and keep open 
Shop in a City 3 fo none ſhall have any thing to do in Hes- 
ven, but ſuch whoſe name are written in the Lambs Book of 
Life, Believers are the only perſons that arc inrolled as Free: 
men inthe Records of the heavenly City. 


Ninthly. 


% 
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Ninthly, Cities are full of carthly riches; and (© 1s Hea- 9. 
ven of glorious Riches : there are no riches, to the riches of| la. 23. 8. 
the heavenly Ferxſalem. All the richcs of the moſt famoJs| RV 21. 
Citics inthe world, are but Drols, Brafs, Copper, Tin, &:. 
to the riches of Heaven, 

O Sirs, how ſhould the conſideration of theſe things, work 
us all, to look, and long, and to prepare, and hit for this 
heavenly City, this continuing City, this City which hath 
foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God. The Holy 
Ghoſt frequently calling b:licvers, Pilgrims, (oj urners, ſtran- | Heb. 11. 13, 
gers, doth (uthcien ly evidence, that there is no abidiag for|! Per. 2 11. 
them in this world : this world is not their Countrey, their|©'2!- *'9- 54 
City, their home, their habitation; and therefore they are 
not to place their hopes, or hearts, or aft:Qions upon things 
below. Heaven 1s their chief City, their beſt Countrey, their 
moſt defirable home, and their everlaſting habitation; and| 1, 16. g. 
therefore the hopes, defires, breathings, longings and work-| Rey. 22. 19. 
ings of their ſouls, ſhould fill be heaven: ward, glory- ward. 
Oh when ſhall grace be ſwallowed up in glory ? when ſhall | John 14.2,3,4 
we take poſic{lion of our eternal Mantions? when ſhall 
we be with Chriſt, which for us is b:f of all? The late fice|phyj, 1, 23. 
hath turned all ranks and (ſorts of men out of the houics 
'where they once dwelt, and it will not be long before death 
will turn the ſame perſons out of their prefent habitations, 
fand carry them to their long homes. Death willturn Princes| gcclcC, 1 2. 5, 
out of their moſt ſtately Palaces, and great men out of their 
moſt ſumptuous Edifices, and rich men out of their mot 
pl:aſant houſes, and warlike+ men out of their ſtrongeſt 
Caſtles, and poor men out of their meaneſt Cottages. The 
Princes Palace, the great mans Edifice, the rich mans houſe, 
the warlike mans Caſtle, and the poor mans Cottage are of 
no long continuance. O how ſhould this awaken and alarm all 
ſorts and ranks of men, to ſeck after a City which hath foun- 
dations, to make ſure their intereſt in the New Feruſalem 
which is above, in thoſe heavenly Manſions, that no time can 
wear, nor flames conſume, But, 


Cal. 3.1, 2. 


Sixteenthly, | 


——_—  — 
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Amos 6. 6. 


| Sixteenthly and laſily, Was London in flames on the Lords 
| Day, and was the prophanation of that day, one of thoſe 
zreat fins that brought that dreadful judgement of fire up- 
n London, that hath turncd that glorious City into a rui- 
20us heap ? then O!1 that all that have been ſutterers by that 
'amcntable fire, ( and all others alſo ) would make it their 
2ulinefs, their work, their Heaven, to ſanihe the Sabbath, 
ind to keep it holy all their dayes, that the Lord may be ro 
more provoked to lay Lindon more deſolate, than "tis laid 
chis day. Let it be cnough, that this day of the Lord hath 
veen ſo greatly prophaned, by finful om-fl1ons, and by linful 
commif!19nt;by the Immorality, D. bauchery,Gluttony, Dun. 


\1xennels, Wantonnels, Filthinels, U :cleannels, Rioting, Re- 


velling and Chambering, that multitudes were given up to 
before the Lord appeared againſt them in that flaming fie 
that hath laid our renowned City 1n Aſhes. Let it be enough 
t1at the Lord has been more diſhonoured, and blaſphemed, 
;hat Chriſt hath been more reproached , deſpiſed and re- 
tuſed, and that the Spirit hath been more grieyed, vexed, 
provoked and quenched on the Lords Day, than on all the 
other daycs in the week, Let it be cnough, that on this day 
of the Lord, many have beena playing, when they ſhould 
nave beena praying and that many have been a (porting, 
when they ſhould have been a mourning for the affliCtions 
of Joſeph. And that many have bzen a courting of their 
Miltrifſes, when they ſhould have bcen a waiting on the Or- 
dinances : And that many have been fitting at their doors, 
when they ſhould have brten infiruQting of their families; 
and that many have been walking in the Fields, when they 
ſhould have been a fighing and expoſtulating with God in 
their Cloſſ.ts; and that many have made that a day of com- 
mon labour, which God hath made to be a day of ſpecial 
refit, from fin, from the wor'd, and from their particular 
callings, Oh that all men who have pail fo dear for pro- 
phaning of Sabbaths, would now bend 21| their force, firength, 


|powerand might, to ſanifie thoſe Sabbaths, that yet they 


may-enJoy on this lide eternity? &c. . 
ut 
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But you will reply upon me, How is the Sabbath to be ſan-| Queſt. 
Gified ? 


I hall endeavour to give a clear, full and fatisfaQory An-| Aſi, 
(wer to this neceſſary and noble Queſtion. And therefore 
take me thus, 

Firſt, We are to fanRifie the Sabbath, by refting from all I. 
ſervil labour and work on that day. Exod. 20. 10. But the| Exod. 16. 29," 
ſexenth day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou ſhalt} 39 
not do any work, thou, noy thy Son, nor thy Daughter, thy man- Net. 13, 159 
ſervant , nor thy maid- ſervant, not thy cattel, nor thy ftranger oy OR 
that is within tby gates. Jer. 17. 22. Neither carry forth a | 
burden out of your bouſes on the Sabbath Day z, neither do ye any 
work , but hallow ye the Sabbath Day, as I commanded Jour fa- 
thers. Iſa. 58. 13. If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleaſure on my boly day, and call the Sabbath a de- 
light, the boly of the Lord, bonowrable, and ſhalt bonour bim, not 
doing thine own wayes, nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeak- 
ing of thine own words. Here arc three things diftinRly ob- 
ſexvable in the words ; 

1. Words. 

2. Works. 

3. Pleaſure, 

Not doing thine own wayes, that is, works: not ſpeaking 
thine own words : not finding thine own pleaſure. Now 
mark, we have fironger reaſons to engage us to a ſtricter 
obſervation and ſanRification of the Lords Day, than they 
had for their Sabbath : which may be thus evinced. 

( Nat to ſpeak of their double Sacrifices upon their Sib | Numb. 28. 9,3 
bath, which ( as ſome think ) might typifie our double de- | © 
votion on the Lords Day : nor yet to (peak of thoſe fix 
Lambs, whereby others conjecture , was fore-prophetfied 
the abundant ſervices in the time of the Goſpel, Ezzk, 

6. 1-5.) 
, Fixtt, Our Motives arc far greater, and moxe efficacious : | 


F or 5 ; 
Firſt, Our day hath many priviledges above theirs : wit-: 
G 
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[nels the honourable Titles given to it by holy and learned 
, men. As the Queen of dayes, Princeſs, Principal, Primate, a 
| Royal day,higher than the higheft, the tuſt fruits of the days; 
|yea, faith Hierom, The Lords Day is better than any other 
' common day, than all Feftiva's, New-moons, and Sabbaths 
|of Moſer. By theſe Titles *tis evident, that the Ancients had 
the Lords Day in very high «ſt:em and veneration. Sus, 
look, what Gold is among inferiour Mcttals,and what among 
; other Grain, &c. the ſame is the Lords Day above all other 
| dayes of the week. 
| Secondly, Their Sabbath was celebrated for the memorial 
of the Creation z ours for the great work of Redemption. 
But, . 

Thirdly, Theirs was celebrated for their deliverance out of 
Agyptz ours for our dcliverance from Hell. Now if the 
Jews were bound, and that for a whole day not to do their 
own works, nor (peak their own words, nor find their own 
pleaſure ; how much more folemnity 'belongs to our Lords 
Day ? ©, what a day is the Lords Day ! and how folemnly 
and devoutly ought it to b: obſerved and ſanRified ? Bur, 

S.condly, We hav: greater means and helps for the ſanRi. 
| fication of the Sabbath, than the Jews had for a long time 3 
or than the-Piimitive Chriſtians had for thr:e hundred years. 
Mark, the holy obſervation of the Sabbath among them, 
came in by degrees long after the day was ſettled ; and the 
reaſon was this, becauſe for 2 go2d while they had no word 
written to be read, nor no Synagogues buile to read it in, 
Te was well nigha thouſand years, or above a thouſand years 
afier the giving of the Law, before the reading of the Law 
1a Synagogues came up. For a long time they had no Books 


| among them, but the five Books of M;ſzs 3 and thoſe Books 


| neither, were not well underſtood by the common people. 
And it is further obſervable, that the children of 1frael being 
in Agypt under (ore preflures, afflitions and cruel bon- 
dage, ©c, neither did, nor could kcep the Sabbath in any (o- 
lemn manner, not being permitted cither toreft; or enjoy 
any ſolemn aſſemblies. And when they were in their wil- 
derneſs condition, they had many fiations, diverſions —_ 

curſions 


the late fiery Diſpenſation. 


curſions of enemies, {o that they could not kcep the Sabbath 
in any ſolemn publick manner, as afterwards they did when 
they were (etled in peace and fafety in the Land of Canaan. 
And fo the Primitive Chriſtians for three hundred years live- 
ing undcr very great and violent Perlecutions : they neither 
did, nor could keep the Lords Day with that folemaity that 
they ſhould or would ; but as for place, they met not openly, 
but ſecretly in Woods, and Defarts, and Holes, and Caves, 
and Dens of the earth ; and fo for time, (ometimes they met 
in the day, and often they met in the night. But as for us, 
who have lived, and do live in theſe dayes of the Son of man, 
what rarc means and helps, what abundance of means and 
helps, what choice and precious means and helps have we 
had, and till have ( in fpice of all oppoficions from high 
or low ) tocnable us to ſanQifie the Sabbath. And O that 
all the means and helps, that we yet enjoy, may be fignally 
bleſt to that purpole, But, 

Thirdly, The Heathens by the very light of nature, held 
it but reaſonable, that the dayes confecrated to their Gods, 
ſhould totally be obſerved with reſt, and ſanRity, the 
Flamins which were their Prieſts, aſ{firmed, that the Holy- 
dayes were polluted, ifany work were done upon the ſolemn 
dayes ; beſides it was not lawſul for the King of the Sa- 
crifices, and the Flamins their Pricfts to ſee a work done on 
the holy dayes 3 and therefore by a Cryer it was proclaim- 
ed, that no ſuch things ſhould be done : and he that neg- 
leted the Precept, was fined ; and beſides the fine, he which 
did ought unawares on ſuch dayes, was to offer Sacrifices for 
expiation. And Scevola the High Pricft affirmed, that the 
wilfal offendor could have no expiation. Now ſhall Hea- 
thens be ſo ſirit in the obſervation of{-their holy dayes, and 
ſhall not Chriftians be as firi&t in their obſervation of the; 
Lords Day ? Theſe Heathens will one day riſe in judgement 


Lords Day. But, 

Secondly, We muſt fanRitie the Sabbath, by preparing our 
ſelves before hand for that day, and all the dutics of that day. 
Hence it is that God hath fixt a Memorandum upon this; 

_ Geg 2 Command, 


againſt the flight obſervers, and the grofs prophaners of the| 


Ma'rob'ss 11.4 
c. 16. 


2. 
Eccleſ: 5. 1, 2+ 
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Pſalm 26. 6, and all co prepare it for ſ:ed. Twill ( faith holy David ) 


— 


Command, more than he hath upon any other Command. 
Exod, 20. $, Remember the Sabbath day to keep it boly. S$ab- 
b:th dayes are our Market-dayes. Now men that are world- 
| ly wile, they conſider before hand, what to buy, and whiat 
| tofell, The Husband-man dungs, drefles, plowes, harrows, 


waſh my hands in innocincy; ſo willI compaſs thine Altar, O 
Lord. S:gnifying that to' holy performances, there ought ta 
be holy preparations. When the Temple was to be built, 
the Stones were hewen, and the Timber ſquared and fitted, 
before they were brought to the place where the Temple 
ſtood. The Application is caſte. 

Firſt, The J:ws had their preparations, Mark 15. 42. And 
now when the Even was come, ( becauſe it was the preparation, 
thatis, the day before the Szbbath, E*c. ) Their preparation 
began at three: aclock in the after-noon, which the Hebrews 
called the Sabbath Eve, The Jews ( as I have read }) were 
{o carcful in their preparation for the Sabbath, that to fur- 
ther it, the beſt and wealthieſt of them, even thoſe that hid 
many ſervants, and were Maſicrs of Families, would chop 


and do ſuch like things, &c. 

S.condly, The Heathens did uſe to prepare themſclves by 
a fir1& kind of holineſs, b:fore they would offer Sacrifices to 
| ſeveral of their Gods. They had(as Authors write)their ſtone” 
pats of water ſet at the doors of their Temples, where they 
uſed to waſh before they went to Sacrifice. 

Thirdly, The works of the day are great and glorious; 
and what excellent works are there in-nature, but ' requires 
ſome previous preparation ? &c. 

Fourthly,Conlider the Dignity, Majeſty, Authority and Pa- 
rity of that God, with whom you have to do in all the duties' 
of the day. When'men are to converſe arid treat with earthly 
' Princes, or to give them entertainment, how do they pre: 
'pareand make ready ? And will you carry it worſe'towards 
the King of Kings, and'Lord of Lords, than men' do carry 
it towards mortal Princes, whoſe breathris in their noſtrils, 


Hearbs, ſweep the houſe, cleave wood, and kindle the fire, 


and whoſe glory ſhall affuredly be laid in the duſt ? &%. 
The | Fifthly, 
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+ Fifthly, Conſider if you do not prepare your ſelves befor | 
hand for that day of the Lord, and all the duties of that day, 
what difference will there bz betwzen you and the worſt of 
Hypocrites, Formiliſts, Superſtifizus or prophane perſons, 
who ruſh upon holy dutics, as the Horſe ruſheth into the Bat- 
tcl. Doſt thou drefs up thy hauſe, thy Husband, thy (clf, 
thy children? fo do the worlt of perſons. If youdo not 
prepare for the datizs of the day, and to mrzet with Gol4 in 
thoſe duties, what ſingular thing do ye? Matth.5. 27. 
Sixthly, Confider what blef{:d ycarnings you have made 
on thoſe Sabbaths, wherein you have been prepared to meet 
with the Lord, and to manage the duties of thoſe dayes. 
O the joy, the peace, the comfort, the communion, the fatis- 
faRtion, the enlargements, that you have then met with : 
and on the other hand conlider, what poor yearnings you 
have made of it, when you have bcen carclels and raſh, and 
have not preparcd your (elves for the dutics of the day, and 
for the enjoyment of God in thoſe duties. Oa how flat, 
how cold, how dull, how dead, how firaitned, have you 
beet on thoſe Sabbauths, wherein you have not prepared to 
meet with the Lord ? &:. 


But you may ſay, herein doth our preparation for the Sab- 
bath conſiſt ? | 


In theſe three things. 


arid affairs 0n the day before, that they may not encreaſe up- 
on us on the Lords Day, to trouble us, or difiraQ us in the 
dutics of that day. 
Secondly, ln putting iniquity far from you, in laying aſide 
all ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, chat you may receive the in- 
rafted word with meeknels, which' is able to ſave your 
Guts. When the veſſel is unclean, it ſowres quickly the 
ſweeteſt liquors that are poured intoit. And {o when the 


otherwiſe gain by Ordinances. If the fiomich be foul it 


. Firſt, In a holy care, fo to order all our worldly bufineſs || 


heart is filthy and unclean, it loſes all the good, jt might | 


muſi be parged' before it be fed, or elſe the meat will never 
| Ggg 3 nouriſh 


2 


Job 11.1415. 
James 1. 12, 
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nouriſh and ſtrengthen” nature, but encreaſe ill humours. 
$2 the ſouls of men maſt be purged from foul enormities 
and groſs impicties, or elle they will never gain any ſaving 
good by Ordinances. 2 Tim. 2.21. If a man thereſere purge 
himſelf from theſe, be ſhall be a viſſel unto honour, (anlified and 
meet for the Maſters uſe, and prepared wnto every good work,, &«. 

Thirdly, In ating your graces in all the duties of the day. 
Sleepy habits will do you no good, nor bring God no glory ; 
all the honour he hath, and all the comfort and advantage 
you have, is from the aQtive part of grace: and therefore 
you muſt fill be a ſtirring up the grace of God that is in 
you, 2 Tim. 1.6. Stir up the gift of God that is in thee. | 
know the Apoſile ſpeaks of the Miniſterial gift: but it is as 
true of the work of grace: for the Greek word yg/ova. 
fignifies grace, as well as gift, Stir wþ the grace of God in thee 
Mark the phraſe, it is a remarkable phraſe : for in the Ori- 
ginal it is to blow up thy grace, *A:aZonrugiy, juſt as a man 
blowes upa fire that growes dull, or is hid under the aſhes : 
blow up the grace of God in thee. Some think, that it isx 
M:taphor taken from a ſpark kept in aſhes, which by gentle] 
— is ſtirred up till it take a lame. Others ay, it is, 
an alluſion to the fire in the Temple, which was alwayes to 
be kept burning. Look as the fire is encreaſed and preſerved 
by blowing; ſo arc our graces preſerved and encrealed by our 
sQing of them. We get nothing by dead and uſeleſs habits : 
Talents hid in a Napkin, gather ruſt. Look,as the noble facul- 
tics are imbaſed, when they are not improved, when they are 
not exerciſed.Sothe noblett graces are imbaſed, when they are 


| not improved, when they arc not exerciſed, Grace is bettered 


and made more perfeQ,by aRing : negleR of our graces,is the 
ground of their decreaſe and decay. Wells are the ſweeter for 
drawing : and fo are our graces for ating, We had need 
pray hard with the Spouſe, Cant. 4. ult. Amake O North 
wind, and come #hou Sowth, blow upon my garden, that the ſpices 
thereof may flow out : let my beloved come into bis garden, and 
eat bis pleaſant fruizt. Satans grand defign, is not to keep 
men from going the round of duties, nor yet to keep men 
from attending on Ordinances, but his grand defign, is to 
hinder 
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hinder the exerciſe of grace. All other exerciſes without the 
exerciſe of grace, will do a Chriſtian no good 3 as you may ſee 
by comparing the Scriptures in the Margent tog:ther. The 
more grace is exerciſed, the more corruptions w:ll be wexk- 
ned and mortified. As one bucket in the W.ll riſcs up, the 
other go.s down ; (o as grace riſes higher and higher, cor- 
ruptions fall lower and lower. There was two Lawrcls at 
Rome, and when the one flouriſhed, the other withered ; (© 
where grace flouriſhes, corruptions wither, As the houſc 
of David grew (ironger and fixonger 3 fo the houle of Saul 
grew weaker and weaker. SO aSgracc 1n its ex:rcife grows 
ttronger aad ſtxonger. So fin like the houſe of Saul, will 
every day grow weaker and weaker. It you keep not grace 
in exercilc, it may moſt fail you, when it ſhould tand you 
moſt in ficad. If a man uſes a knife but now and then, he 
may have his knife to ſeek when he ſhould uſe it. That 
Sword grows ruſty in the ſcabbard, that is uſed but now and 
then. You know how to apply it. Br, 

Thirdly, You muſt ſanRtific the Sabbath, by looking upon 
the enjoyment of Sabbaths andOrdinances,as your great bap- 
pineſs by looking upon every duty as your dignity, and by 
looking upon every work of that day, as carrying a reward 
with it. Palm 19. 11. And in keeping of them there is great 
reward : not only for keeping, but alſo in keeping of Gods 
commands, there is great reward. A gracious (oul would 
not exchange the Joy, the peace, the comfort, the affurance, 
the communion, the delight, the fatisfaRtion that it enjoyecs 
in the wayes of obedience ( before pay- day comes, b-fore 
the Crowa be put on, before the full reward: is given out 
for all the Crowns and Kingdoms of this world. David was 
a King, a great and glorious King; yea, the bref King 
in all the world and yet he clicemed it as a very high honour 
to be the loweſt Officer, a door-keeper in Gods bb, 
Pſalm $4. 10. 4 dayin thy Courts, is better than a thouſand : 
[ bad rather be a ye in tbe bouſe of my God, ( or I had 
rather fit at the threſhold, as the Hebrew runs ) than to dwel 
in the tents of wickedneſ5, 1 Kings 10. 8, Happy are the men, 
bappy are theſe thy ſervants which ftand continually before jo 
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Many in theſ: 
dayes are like 
old Barilla', 
tha: had loſt 
his taſte and 
{hearing, and 
ſo cared not 
for Daz.ds 
Feaſts and 
Muſick. 

2 Sam. 19 35- 


4+ 
Pſal. 139.18. 
Gen. 22. 3. 
Job 1. 5. 


| will ſet my Sanfiuary in the midſt of them for evermore. My 
{Taternacle alſo ſhall be with them : yea, 1 will be their God, and 
| :bey ſhall be my people. 


and that bear thy wiſdom : (aid the Queen of Sheba concerning 
Solomens (exvants.Othen how many thouſand times more hap- 
py are they who hear Chriſt in his Ordinances, who ice Chrilt 
in tis Ordinances, and who enjoy Chriſt in his Ordinances 
on his own day. Of a!l dayes the Sabbath Day is the day 
wherein Chrilt carries his people into his Wine-cellar, where- 
in he brings them to his Banqueting: houſe, and his banner | 
over them is love. This is the day wherein he ftaycs his 
people with Flaggons, and comforts themm with Apples, and 
wherein his left hand 15 under their head, and his right hand 
doth embrace them, O the (weet commumon, the {weert 
dilcoveries, the ſweet incomes, and that bleſſed preſence, and 
thoſe glorious anſwers and returns of prayer, that the Saints 
have had on Sabbath dayes. Chrift in his Ordinances on the 
Sabbath day, doth as Mary, open a box of precious Ointment 
which diffuſcth a ſpiritual favour among them that fear 
him. Though many flight Ordinances, and many deny 
Ordinances, and many oppoſe Ordinances , and many 
fall off from Ordinances, and many pretend to live above 
Ordinances , and under that pretence, vilifie the Or- 
dinances as poor, low, weak things, yet the beauty and glo- 
ry of Gods Ordinances, will one day convince the world 
of the excellency of the Saints, -Ezck. 37. 26, 27, 28. I 


And the Heathen ſhall know, that I the 
Lord do ſandifie Ifracl, when my Sanduary ſhall be in the midfi 
of them for evermarxe; 1 doubt not, but there are many thou- 
{ands of the precious ſervants of the Lord, who are able to 
tcll this poor, -blind, dark world, from their experience, 
that they _ ſcen, and felt, and taſted, and enjoyed: more of 
God in his Ordinances on this day, thav ever they have en- 
joyed on any other day. But, 

Fourthly, You mult fanRitie the Sabbath, by riſing as car- 
ly in the morning, as your age, firength, health, and ability,, 
and bodily infirmities will permit. Abraham roſe up early 
in the morning to offer up his only Son. And Fob roſe up 
carly in the morning, to offer up burnt-offerings, So David, 
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my vozee ſhalt thou bear in th: morning. 0 Lord, in the morning 
will I dire my prayer «nto thee ( 0; martial my prayer, as the 
Hebrew runs J and will (ook, np ( or will look out as a watch- 
man Jooks out of his Watch-Tower,to diſcover an approach 
ing en:my ) So Phlm 130 6, My ſ ul waiteth for the Lord, 
more than thy that watch fr the morning : I ſay, more than 
they 1bat watch fur tbe morning, Pal. $88.13. In the morning 
fall my prayer prevexst thee, That this miy the more 
work, and the better {tick feriouſly contider of theſe 
hints, Ec. 

Firſt, God is the fult Being z and therefore of right de- 
ſexrveth to be ſerved firft. If you can find any being b<forc 
the being of that God, who is bleſ[. d for ever, let that being 
be ſerved firlt : if not ( as Iam furc you can't )) then ler: the 
firſt being be firſt ſerved, Bur, 

Secondly, As God is the fiſt being, fo he is the beſt bring: 
he is thechoicelt and chiefelt good ; and therefore ought to 
be firſt minded and ſerved , Pſa}. 4. 6. Pal. 73. 25. Pal. 
144- 15. But, | 

Thirdly, As God is the beſt being, ſo he is the greatcſt be- 
ing: as he is the choiceſt and the chicfeſt good, . he is the 
greateſi good, the greateſt Majeſty, the greateſt Authority 
and thercfore he ought to bz firſt ſerved. Bur, 


rewards, and therefore he ought tobe ſerved firſt. He gives 
a Crown of righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4. 8. A Crown of life, 
Rev. 21 10. A Crown of glory. Femes 1.12. A Crown of 
immortality, What han'c men done; what won't men do, 
what do'nt men do for carthly Crowns? A Crowais the top 
of Royalty : and how many Princes have {ſwam through the 
[blood of thouſands to their earthly Crowns. O how much 
more active for God, ſhould that glorious Crown make 
us, which he has laid up for all that love him, / But, 
Fifthly, Chriſt role early in the morning before day, and 
went into a ſolitary place to pray : and why ſhould not we 
make it our bufineis, ' our work , our Heaven ta write 
after (o noble a Copy ; we cannot glorife Chriſt , more 


Fourthly, God gives the greateſt rewards and the fulleſi | 


than by our conformity to him, than by imitating of thoſe 
Hhh | 
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bleed patterns that he hath ſet before us. Burt, 

Sixthly and laſtly, The children of Ia! roſe up early in 
the morning on the S.bbath day, to 0%er up barat-offcrings 
and peace. offerings to an Idol. So Papiſts, Turks and Hea- 
thens are carly in the mornings at their devotions : and the 
Harlot riſes early in the morning to trapan the luſiful youth, 
Prov. 7.15. Therefore came 1 forth to mect thee diligently, to 
ſeek thee; Or as it runs in the Hebrew, In the morning came I 
forth to meet thee. Now how ſhould this put Chriſtians toa 
holy bluſh, to ſee the very baſeſt and worſt of people to take 
[mOre pains to go to Hell, than themſclves do to go to hea- 
ven. Shall they rife early to ſerve their Idols, and ſhall not 
we rilc early to ſerve our God, and ſave our ſouls? O Sirs, 
did you but love Chrift more, and Sabbaths more, and du- 
tics more, you would then be more early in your commu- 
nion with God, as the Spouſe was. Mary Magdelen loved 
Chriſt much, Luke 7. 47+ And ſte came early to the Sepulcbre 
0 ſeek bim. She came #0 look, after Chriſt as ſocn as it began 
go dawn, Matth, 28. 1. Mark 16. 1, 2. Luke 24. 1. Joh. 20.1. 
Men that love the world, can riſe early to gain the world. 
Now'ſhall nature do more than grace? Shall the love of the 
[world, out-do the love of Chriſt ? the Lord forbid, And 


thus I have done with thoſe Conſiderations that ſhould 

uicken you up to ſanRife the Sabbath, by riſing as carlyin 
the morning, as your age, hcalth, firength, ability and bodily 
infirmities will permit. But, 


performance of all the dutics of the day. 
What are they ? 


1. Publick, 
2. Private. 


What are the publich, duties that are to be prſormed on that 
day # 


Firft, 


Fiſthly, You mutt fanRitic the Sabbath, by a Religious| 
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Fi-ft, To aſſemble your ſelves with the people of Gnd, to 
hear his Word, Neb. 3 1.-9. Muth. 13. 54. Fol rt. 13. 
14. Chap: 15.16, Luke 4. 16, 17. Fobn 20. 19, 26. Ads 2. 
1. 44. 46. Adr5, 12, 1 Cor,11. 20. | 

Secondly, Prayer, Pſalm5.7. Pſiim 42 4. Pſaim 118. 24, 
25,26, Iſr. 56.7. Matth. 21.13. Ads 1.13, 14. Ads 2 
46, 47. Ads 16. 13. Heb. 13. 15; 

Thirdly, The Adminiftrations-of the S:als, A 2, 45. 
Chop, 20. 7.1 Cur. 11. 20, 33. 

Fourth'y, Singing of Palms, Hymns, or Spiritusl Sorgs, 
Pſalm 92. 1. Mzuith. 26.30. 1 Cor. 14. 15, Famer 5, 138 
Heb. 2. 12. 

Fifthly, Works of Mercy and Charity, Nehemiab 8. 9, 10; 
11,12. 1 Cor. 16. 1, 2. | 

Sixthly, and laſtly, The Cenſures of the Church : as cafſt- 
ing out ofcommunion the obftinate, and tm receiving fuch 
into communion, 25 the Lord hath received into communion 
and fellowſhip with himſelf, x Tim. 5. 20, 21. 1 Cox. 5. 4: 
2 Cor. 2+ 6, 7. Rom. 14. 1. Chap.15. 7. Oc. 


What are the private duties that are to be performed on that 


Firſt, Prayerin our Families and Cloſets, Cohſſimns 3. 17.! 
Luke 18. 1, 2. 1 Thiſſ. 5. 18. Epbeſ. 6. 18. Sce my Treatiſe 
on Cloſet Prayer, &c. | 

S:condly, Reading of the Word, Foſhneh 1.8. Deur. 6: 
6,8, 9,10. Chap. 11.19. ard Chap. 4. 10. Fobn 5.35. Col. 
3-16. Rev. 1. 3, | 

Thirdly, M:ditation, Pſalm 1,2. Pſalm 119.97. x Cor| 
14.5, 1 Tims. 2. 11, 18, | 


Bnt on what muſt we meditate ? 


1. Upon the holineſs, greatneſs and graciouſneſs of God: | 

2, Upon the perſon, natures, offices, excellencies, - beau-! 
tics, glories, riches, falne(s, and ſweetneſs of Chrift, 
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God is fotus | 
las; all eyes 
vs the eycs of 
i well-drawn 
PiRure are 
altred,on the 


: he eyes of the 
Lord. 1 


{ Now mark when the Publick Ordinances may be enjoyed 
in Chrifts w.y,and in their liberty, purity and glory,it will be| , 


{lt is more obſervable, that the Sabbaths and publick ſervice 


(25.37. Thou ſhalt make ſeven Lamps, and they ſhall light the 


3. Upon the bleſſed truths that we either hear or read, 

4. U-on our own emptine(s, nothingnels, bafencls, vilene's 
and unworthinels. 

5 U-on the works of Creation and Redemption. 

6, Upon ovr ſp'ricual and internal wants, 

7. Upon that eternal reſithat is reſerved for the people 
of God, Heh. 4 9. 

Fourthly, Inttructing, examining and preparing of your 
tam lies, according to the meaſures of grace you have re- 
ceived, Deat. 6. 7. Deus. 11. 18, 20. Gen. 18. 19, 20. Fo- 
huab 24 15. | . 
 Fifihly, Singing of Pſalms, Famer 5.13. Colefſ. 3+ 16. 
E»rbeſ.5. 19. | 

Sixthly, Holy Conference upon the Word, Luke 14. 8, 9, 
10, 18,12, 15, 16. Chap. 24.14, 17, 18. Col. 4. 6, Mil. 
[3- 16, 17, Oc. 

Seventhly, Viſiting and relieving the (ick, the poor, the 
diftrcfled, aftl.Qed and impriſoned Saints of God, Matth. 15. 
34--- 40. Fames 1. 27, Oc. 


your wiſdom (© to manage all your family duties and cloſet 
dutics, as that you do not ſhut out more publick Worſhip, 


axe joyned together. Lev. 19.30. Te ſhull keep my Sabbaths,and 
reverence my SanGuary, I am the Lord. Now what God hath 
ſolemniy joyned together, let no man put aſſunder, Every Chri- 
ftian ſhould make it his great care, that private.duties do.not 
cat up publick Ordinances, and that publick Ordinances do 
not ſhut out private dutics. More of this you may ſee in 
my Diſcourſe on Cloſet prayer. But, 

S:xthly, You muſt (anGifie the Sibbath, by managing all 
the duties of that day, as undcr the eye of God, Gods eye 
is very much upon his people whilit they are in; Religious 
duties, and fervices. Thcrefore in the Tabernacle, the place 
of Gods publick Worſhip, it was thus commanded, Exod. 


Lamps, that they may give light. To teach us that nothing, 


[ _ 


there 


— — 


ont 4 eas. 


| I TIS PO Ie 


g—_—— —— _— — — — 


— CA ited net 4 Daw... wa. 


ISS 


the late fiery Diſpenſation. 


245 | 


there eſcapes his ſight : for in his houſe there is al- 
waycs light: and fo when the Temple was built , 'Mine 
eyes ( faith God ) fhallbe there perpetually, It was an exccl- 
lent ſaying of Ambroſe, If thou canſt not hide thy (elf from 
the Sun, which is Gods Minilter of light, how imp olible will 
it be to hide thy (elf from him, whole eycs are ten thouſand 
times brighter than the Sun, SnbjeRts will carry themſelves 
ſweetly and loyally, when they are under their Soveraigns 
eye: andchildrcn will carry themſelves datifully, when they 
arc under their P.rents eye: and ({crvants will carry them 

ſelves wiſely and pruden'ly when they are under their Mi- 
ſte 5 eye. Gods eye is the bet Tutor to keep the ſoul in 3 
gracious frame. Ic is good to have a tixed eye on him whoſe 
eye is alwayes fixed on thee. Thebett way on earth to keep 
cloſe to Gods Precepts, is alwaycs to walk as in his preſence: 
no man on earth, by day or r.ight,can draw a curtain between 
God and him. There is a thre: fold eye of God that is preſent 
in the afſemblics of his people. As, * 

Firſt, There is the eye of obſervation ard infpeRion : God 
ſceth what uprightnefs and ſeriouſneſs, what integrity, in 
genuity and fervency you have in his ſervices. Mine eyes are 
fon all their wayes, Jer, 16. 17. Plalm'16. $. I have fet the 
Lord alwayes before me, Pla'm 119. 168, I have kept thy pre- 
e pts and thy Teftimonies ;, for all my wayes are before thee. Jb 
31. 4. Doth not be ſce all my wayes, and count all my ſteps. O 
S$irs, whether you are praying, or hearing, or reading, or me- 
ditating, or ſinging, or recciving the Lords Supper, or 
conferring one with another 3 The eye of the Lord is (11 
upon you. But, 

Secondly, There is an eye of favour and benediction Amos 
9.4. ] Fil ſet mine eyes upon them for good, n Chro.7. 16. Mine (ye 
and my heart ſhall be there : that is, in my houſe. Gods cyc 
is here to approve, and to bleſs, and to encreaſe the graces, 
the comforts, the communions, and the enjoyments of his 
people, But, 

Thirdly, There is the eye of fory and indignation. Gods 
looks can ſpeak his anger, as well as his blows. His fury is 
viſible by his frowns, Mine ezer foall be | ppow them for evil, 
5 , 
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14. 
The Sca ebbs 
n4 flowes,the 
Mrcon «ncreaſle: 
and$decrcaſcs 
fo it is with 
Saints in their 


| communion 
| *nh Ged in 
: | Crdirances : 


{cmcrimes 


| they riſe, and 


{omertimcs 
hey fall: 


ſometimcs 


hey have 


more, and 
ſometimes leſs 


4communion 


with God. 


Gods light can wound as deeply as his ſword. He ſharpnerh 
bis eyes upon me; (auth Fob. Wild Beaſts when they tight, 
wht thu eyes as well as their teeth, He ſparpneth bis eyes 
upon me, as if he would fiab me to the heart with a glance oi 
his eye; he that waits on God urcverently, or worthips him 
car Icfly, or that prophaneth his day, either by corporal la 
bour, or ſpiritual Idlenefs, miy well exp<& an eye of 
fury to be fixt upon him, Fer. 17. wt, Ezik, 22. 26, 31. 

If, 

S. venthly, You muſt ſarRtifie the Sabbath, by preſſing af-! 
ter immediate cormmunion with God and Chrilt in all the du- 
tics of :he day. Oh, do not take up in duties,0r Ordinances, 
or priviledgee, or enlargements, or meltings, but preſs hard 
after intimare communion. wi:h God in all you do. Let no 
duty fatisfie thy ſoul, without communion with God in it 
Cn, 7. 4. The K:ng is bif'd in the Galleries 3 that is, in his 
O:dinances. The Galleries, the Ordinances, without King 
J-fus bz enjoyed in them, will never faiisfie the Spoule of 
Chriſt, What is a purſe without money, or a T.ble with- 
out rreat, or a Ship without a Pilot, or a fountain without 
water, Or the body without the ſoul, or the Sun without 
light, or the Cabinet without the Jewels; no more are all 
Ordinances and duties to a gracious ſoul without the enjoy- 
ment of God in them. Myſes had choice communion with 
God in the Mount, and that fatisficd him. The Diſciples 
had been with J.ſus, and this was a ſpring of joy and lik 
unto them. Johg 20.20. Then were the Diſciples glad, when 
they ſaw the Lord. Here is the Mantle «f Elijah, but where is abe 
God of Elijih: faid Eliſhz: So faith a gracious foul, here is 
ths Ordinance and that Ordinance, but where is the God of 
the Ordinance ? Palm tor. 2. O when wilt thou come wnto 
me, O Lord, I come to one Ordinance and another Ord1- 
nan:e, but when wilt thou come to me in the Ordinance ? 
when (hill I be ſo happy, as to enjoy thy Clf in the Ordi- 
nances thatlerjoy ? The W:ggons that Foſeph fent to fetch 
his Father, were the means of bringing 7oſeph and his Father 
together, All the Ordinances ſhould be as ſo many Wag: 
ons, to bring Chyf and our fouls neaxcr together, Mars 
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ſymmum honum ttands in his commanion with Gud : a' 
Scripture and experience evidences. | 
E:'ghthly, You mult ſanctihe the Sabbath, by labouring 
after the highett pitches of grace and holinets on this day. 
Every Chriſtian ſhould labour after an Argelicel holineſs on 
this day : on this day every Saint ſhould walk like an carchly 
| Angel. Mark, the Sabbath is not only called holy,bat holineſs 
tothe Lord, Exod. 31.15. Six dayer may work be dont, but 
in the ſeventh is the Sabbath of reſt, boly to 1he Lord ( or as the 
Hebrew runs, bolineſs to the Lord ) which ſhews, that the day 
is exceeding holy, and ought to b: kept accordingly. The 
Sacritices on this day was to be double, Numb. 28. 9. And 
on the $ abbath day two Lambs of the firſt year without ſpot, and 
two tenth deals of flywer for a meat-offering mingled mith Oyle, 
and the drink: »ffering thereof. The Sicrifices here appointed 


for every day. ver, 3. and yet the daily facrifices, the conti- 
nual burnt-offcring : vey. 10. was not omitted on the Sab 
bath day neither. Sothat every Sabbath in the morning 
there was offered one Lamb for the daily ſacrifice, and then 
{wo Lambs more for the Sabbath: and this was appointed, 
1. To ſhew the holineſs of that day above other dayes 
and that God required more ſervice from them on that day, 
than he did on any other day. 

S:condly, To teftifie their thankfulneſs for the worlds 
creation. 

Thirdly, To put them in remembrance of Gods bringing 
them out of Agyps by a mighty hand, and by a firetched 
out arm, 

: B_Y , For a ſign of their ſanGification by the 

ord, 

Fifthly and laſtly, for to be a figure of grace , and a fign of 
that reft in Heaven that Chriſt hath purchaſed for his peo- 
ple with his deareſt blood. Now mark, as this day was 


fign of more than ordinary favours from the Lord, ſo he 
required greater teftimonies of their thankfulneſs and hoh- 
neſs on this day, than he did on any other day. Every day 
ſhoald be a Sabbath to the Saints, in regard of their cealing 


fo |. 


for every Sabbath day, are full double to thoſe appointed | ' 


Exod, 20, 11, | 


Deur. 5, 15. 


Ezek. 20. 12, 
Heb. 4. 
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Heb. 12. 2:1 
23. 


| 9 
John 4-23, 24." 


Geir. 28. 16, 
19, 


= 1 Tim. 4. 8. For bodily exerciſe profiteth little. Oh labour 


be do evil, and learning to do well, but on the (cventh day 
Sabbath our duti.s and ſervices ſhould be doubled. In Pſ:'.g2. 
'C which Plalth is ticled a Pſalm for the Sabbath ) there 15 
| ment:on made of morning and cvening performances, the 
| variety of dutics that are to be performed on this day, may 
very w.ll take up the whole day with delight and pleafurc on 
:his day in a more eſpecial menner, we ſhould labour to do 
che will of God on carth,as the Angels and Spirits ofjult men 
maic p:rfc& do it now in Heaven: viz, wilely, frecly, rea- 
dily, cheerfully, faithfally, (eriouſly, univerſally and unwea- 
riedly. If we are not wanting to oar ſelves, God on this 
day will give oat much of h mielt, and mach of his Carilt, 
and much of his Spirit, and much of his grace into our 
fouls, But, 

Ninthly, You muſt anRtifie the Sabbath, by managing all 
the duties of the d:y with inward reverence, ferioufnels 
and fpiritualneſs, *'Tis the plcafure of Go4 that we reve- 
rence his SanRuary , Lev. 19. 30. Te ſpall keep my Sabbarbs, 
and reverence my Sanftuary; 1 am th: Lord, Twice in this: 
Chapter the obſervation of the $:bbath is commanded, 
that it may be the better remembred, and that men may 
know, that it is not enoughto reli on that day, but that 
reli mutt be ſanRtified by a revercnt manigement of all their 
{oul concernments inall our drawings nigh to God. We 
mult look that our hearts lye under « holy awe ard dread 
of his prefence, To the commandmeat of fanRtifying 
Gods Sabbath, this of reverencing his SanRuary is joyned, 
becauſe the Sabbaths were the chicf times whereon they re- 
ſorted to the SanQtuary. 
| The Jews made a great ſtir about reverencing the Tem- 
Ple; they tell us, that they were notto g2 in with a ſtaff, 
nor ſhoes, 'nor to (pit in it : nor when they went away, to 
curn their backs upon it, but go fidelong. But doub:lefs the 
great thing God points at, and expects from his peoples 
Hands on this day, is, that they do worſhip him with inward 
reverence, fcriouſneſs and (piritua)nels. All other Worſhp 
abſtracted from this, will neither pleaſure God, nor profit 
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to be very ſpiritual in all the duties of this day, Cnritt the] Luke 1.35,36- 
Lord of the Sabbath was ſpiritual in his coaception, in his| Math 3.16, 

life and converſation, in his death and paſſion, 1n his refur- —_ 

reQion and aſccnhion :; he was ſpiritual ia his words, in his Heb! __ 

works, in his wayes, and in his worſhip; and therefore let | Chap, g. 14. 

us labour to be very fpiritual in all we do on that day. |* Tim 3.16. 

{ Again, all the Ordinances of the day are ſpiritual, viz. the 
Word, Prayer, Sacraments; lioging of Plalms,&c.and therefore 
we had necd to b: ſpiritual in all the ſervices of thatday. Again, 
the ends for which the Lords Day was appointed, are all (pi- 
ritual; viz. the glory of God, the illuminationp converſion, 
and (alvation of ſinners, and the edification, confirmgtion 
conſolation of Saints: And therefore we had need be fpiri- | rphe. 6. 12, | 
tual in all theduti:s of the day. Again, the grand enemies 
that we are to encounter with on this day, are ſpiritual, fin 
within and Satan without ; and therefore we had need be 
ſpiritual inall wedo. For there is no way to conquer ſpi- 
eitual enemies, but by (ſpiritual weapons, and by fpiritual| r Cor. 10. 13. 
exerciſes. Again, grace thrives moſt, and flouriſhes beſt in 
their ſouls, who are moſt ſpiritual in their duties on the | 
Lords Day. Again, the more ſpiritual any man is in his du- 
ties on the Lords Dayes, the more ſecured and armed he will | 
be againſt all (piritua] jadgements, which are che forcſt and | 
{dreadfulleſt of all judgements. Again, the more (piritual 
any man is in the dutics of the Lords Day, the more that - 
man aQs like the Angels in Heaven, and like4he Spirits of{14c6. 12. 22, þ 
juſt men made perfe&, Again, this will d fference you from | az. 
hypocrites, formalifts, and all prophane perſons. An ex- | 
ternal obſervation of the Sabbath, will difference you from 
Heathensz but a ſpiritual ſpending of the Sabbath, will dif- | 
ference you from hypocrites. An hypocrite never riſcs {of Luke 13. 14, | 
high, as to be ſpiritual in the Sabbaths of God. Mark, Sab- |:s. 
baths ſpiritually ſpent, arca ſure fign of a ſincere heart, and | ; 
of z ſaving eftate. Now Oh that all theſe conſiderations ]Ex06 31+ 13. 

might greatly provoke you, and mightily encourage you to 
be very ſpiritual on the Lords Day, and in all the dutics of 
that day, Bat, | 
h Tenthly, You mult ſanRifie the Sabbath, by being ſpiri- 
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Cala renders 
it ſtables of 
ho-ſes, which 
are the moſt 
ſtinking and 
contemptible 
places; and 
yet theſe 
thould be 


holily uſed. 
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earthly enjoyments. It is reported of a Scotch Minifter, that 
'he did cat, drink, and ſleep eternal life. Euther tells us, 
that though he did not alwayes pray and meditate, but did 
' Ometimes cat and drink, and ſometime? ſ1:ep ; yet all ſhould 
| farther his account, That's a Chriſt:an worth Gold, that hath 
learned chat heavenly art, ſo to ſpiritualize all his natural| 
izRions, as that they ſhall turn to his account in the great 
dey, Zich, 14. 20, 2t. Inthat dayſhall there be upon the Bell 
( or Bridler ) of the'Hoiwſer, Holineſt nato the Lord. And the pors 
in the Lords ſe, ſhall be lik; vhe bowls before the Altar, Tea, 
every pot in Jeruſalem and in Judah, ſ21l be holineſs unto the 
Lord of Hoſts. Here is holineſs written upon the bridles of 
the horſes they ride on, and holineſs written vpon the cups 
{and -pots they drink in, A holy and heavenly heart will be 
holy in the uſe of the meaneſt things that are for common 
ufe. Something, of ſanity ſhould run throughevery pitce 
of your civility. Something of the ſpirit, life, and power of 
Religion, you ſhould ſhew in 31! parts of your common 
converſation on every day, but c{p:cizlly on the Lords Day. 
T.ytwllizn ſpeaking of the carriage of che Primitive Chriſtians 
| at therr meals : faith, | 

| 1. Oar Table re{emblcth an Altar, and our Supper a $4- 
i crifice. © / 

|'* 2, Oar Table hath nothing ſavouring of biſcneſs, ſenſu- 
IFalify or immibdeſty ; *we fed by mtafure, we drink by the 
{rvles of temp:rancr. — 

| * 2: We peak and converſe, as in the preſence of God : every 
{one rrepeateth what he knoeth out of the holy Scriptures, 
|and hisown invention to the praiſt of God. : 

" 4: Ks prayer began the Binquer, fo prayer concludes it, 
[Tf yon beheld 'us, you would fiy,that we were not at Supper, 
but at a'LeRure of holineſs. Should not the praRtice of theſe 
Primitive Chriftizns, put «ll ſuch Chriffians to a bluſh in our 
1day, who on the Lords Day are fo carnal'in the uſe of Fpiri- 
Fraz? things, and{6-earthly in the uſe of heavenly things. 
That is a memorable expreſſion that you have in Exod. 
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bread with Moſes Father-in-law bifogg God. Now mark, in| 
theſe words, you have, | 


| 2: The greatneſs of their courtelic : for though Fethro 


| was a ſfiranger and no T/raelite, yet the Elders honoured him ; 
with their company. And Auron and allthe Elders came to 
eat bread with Moles by Father-in lare. | 
2. The graciouſnels of their carriage : They came to eat bread 
with him before the Lord, That 1s, Caith Galvin on the Tex', 
in gloriam Q honorem Dei, to the honor and glory. of Gad. | 
Grace: mult ſpice every cup,- and be (guce to every diſh, or 
nothing will relliſh well with him, whoſe heart is ſet to ſan- 
Rific the Sabbath : Azron and all the Elders of Iiracl eat bread 
before the Lord : that is, they eat br:ad as in the-preſence of 
1God. Whilſt they were eating of bread, their hearts were 


ſunder a reverential awe of God, Dianaes Temple was burnt 
{down, when ſhe was bulic at Alexanders birth, and could 
[not be at two places together. Bat God is preſent both in 


Paradice and in the wilderne(s at the fame time; heis pre- 
ſent bath at board and bed ; both in the family, and'in- the 
Cloſet at the ſame time. | 
and common aQtions you would carry it, ' as becomes his 
eye, his preſence, that tills Heaven and earth with his glory. 
But, 
Eleventhly, You muſt ſanQific the Sabbath, by-manzg 

all the dutics of the Sabbath, with a ſpirit of; boly 4oy; an 
delight. - There isno garment that fo. well becomes the up+ 
right, as the - garment of gladncls.. God-hath laid hisxroyal 
command vpon us to rejoyce on this day. Ia. 5$.*13, v4: 
If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy ples- 
ſure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight ( or as the 
Hebrew runs, delights : and fo. Tremelzus reads it.) the boly of 


Iube Lord, bogonrable, and ſhalt bonour bim, &c. Thenſhalt thos 
|| delight thy ſelf in the Lord, 6c. Plalm 118.24. This jsthe: do 
| which. the Lord bath made,. we mill be glad and rejoyce therei 
[Now if yolt compare this Text with Math, 21.22, 23. 
{A&s,4-,14, you will find, that- the. precedent Verſes. are 
| {pxophlctical predidtion of Chriſts refurreRion 3 and: fo; 
Pe fore: tells the Churches Joy. vpop. tha me 
11 


Sce Devur. 1*+ 
Ty 7. 

t C hron. 29, 
v8, bs 

The word 
Bread is uſcd 
for ail meat. 
Gen. 3+ 19. 
Chap. 31. 14. 


O chat. in all your natural, ciyil |#alm 139: 
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Eccleſ. 10.39: and glorious day. A feaft ( faith Solowon ) is made for langb- 
ter. Now on this day the Lord of Hotts is pleaſed more eſpe- 
"= ys and more abundantly to make for his people, A feaſt 
i 33'% | of fat things, @ feaſt of wines on the leesr, of fat things full of 
| mayrow, of wines on the lees well refined. On this day we en- 
| joy the freeſt, and the fulle(t,and the ſweeteſt,and the choicefi, 
| and the neareſt communion of Saints : And what doth this 
' call for, buta ſpirit of holy joy : on this day we enjoy all 
"I | the precious Ordinances in a moſt folemn manner ; and why 
Lok. -- b then ſhould we not be joyful in Gods houſe of prayer ? The 
12, 13,14. heavenly Hoſt ſang at his birth ; and why ſhould not we 
ling and rejoyce at his ſecond birth, his reſurreRion from the 
dead. OSirs,Sabbaths are the ycry ſuburbs of heaven:and who 
can be in the ſuburbs of heaven and not rejoyce ? A beautiful 
face isat all times pleafing to the cye; but then eſpecially 
when there is joy manifetied in the countenance. Joy 'in the 
face puts a new bcauty upon 3 perſon, and makes that which 
before was beautiful, to be exceeding beautiful; it puts a luſtre 
upon beauty. And fo doth holy joy put a lufire upon the 
* |day of God, the waycs of God, and the people of God. I 
| ; is the duty and glory of a Chriſtian to rejoyce in the Lord 
, \every day, but eſpecially on the Lords Day : God reſerves the 

= [beſt wine, the beſt comforts, and the choiccit diſcoveries of 
himſelf, and of his love, and of his Chriſt, and: of his glory 
a 56 7- |for thatday, and all to make his people joyful in the bouſe of 
prayer. The Manichees were wont to keep their Faſts upon 
«= jthe Lords Day : which made Tertsllian Cay, that thit pra- 
Rice of theirs was a deteſtzble wickedneſs, To faſt: on the 


Lords Day ( faith Ignatizs ) is to kill Chrift, But to re 
tjoyce in the Lord this day, and to r:Joyce in all the duties 
of this day, and to rejoyce in that redemption that was 
| | wrought for us on this day, this is to crown Chrifi, this is to 
| lift up Chriſt, But, | 
: 48ru Twelfthly, You muſt anRifie the Sabbath, hy ſan&iſyi 
the whole day to Gods ſervice; and not by fits, an 
| flaſhes, and ſudden pangs. OSirs, if the Lord was fo tri 
ft that he would notloſe a moments honor in a ceremonial 
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reſt, and ye ſhall offli your ſouls in the ninth day of the month at | 
even : from even unto even ſhall ye celebrate your Sabbath.) What 
ſhall we think the Lord expects upon this day which is mo- 
Plalm 92. 1, 2, It is good to fing of bis loving kindneſy in th, 
morning : and of bis faithfulneſ; every night. Jer. 17. 22, Tow 
ſhall do no work, but ſandifie my Sabbath. Now that this 
may the better flick, conſider, = 
Fuft, God hath given you fix whole dayes that you may |£x04. 20. 9. 
provide for your (clves and families : and therefore do not |Chap. zz. 1 2 
deny him one day in ſeven. What an unrighteous thing is 
it, to buy by one meaſure which is greater, and f({11 by ano- 
ther which is leſſer. Do not rob God of his time, who hath: 
been fo noble, as to give you fix in ſeven, Bur, 
Secondly, God refted all the ſeventh day : he had finiſhed 2. 
the creation in fix dayes. God did not reſt on one part offGen. 2. 1,243. 
the ſeventh day, and work on the other part of the ſeventh 
day; but he reſted all the ſeventh day. And doubtle(s it is 
your wiſdom, duty and glory, to writeaſter the coppy that 
| God has laid before you. But, . 
Thirdly, The $:bbath is not to be an artificial day, but} * 3 
anatural day; viz. twenty fourhours together: as you ma 
lee in Lev, 23. 32. From even unto even, ſhall ye celebrate your 
Sabbath. The dayes then were fo reckoned. But, 
Fourthly, You would not take it well at your ſervants] 4. 
hands, if they ſhould only work three or four hours in a day, 
and either trifle away the reſt of the time, or clſe ſpend itin | 
doing their own work when they ſhould be a doing of yours, | 
and do you think, that the great God will take it well at 
your hands, that when you have ſpent three or four hours in | 
the dutics of his day, that then you ſhould cither trifle away 
or fool away, or play away, or ſleep away, or fin away, the 
remaining part of his day ? But, | 
Fifthly; This hath been the judgement of moſt judicious] + | 
Divines in all ages. In the Counſel of Mexicon there was an 
aſſembly of Miniſters out of all Nationsin Chriftendow, and | 
{they ordained a Canon concerning the Lords Day. The 
Canon runs thus, We ordain that people keep the whole Lids 
Day boly, and that they ſet themſelves tbe whole day to pray #0 
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God, anddelight in God, and bear his word ; and if a Country 
tnans/ ſcruant break, this. day, bis punifoment ſhall be 12 be beaten 
with, ſevere blows ( itinbus graviorthws , arc the very words of 
the Councel') and if a Lawyer offer'to pl:ad this day, be ſhall. 
mot have the benefits of bis pleading or caſe 3 and if a Minifter | 
Lreak, this day, be ſhall be excommunicated half a year , and 
thrown ut of the Church, and ſhall-nat be received into v#be Church 
| ig2in, but upon great humi zation, It 18 a good obfcrvation of 
Muſculns ppon Ex:4. 20.8. God death; not fay (laith hey 
r. member the Sabbath, to keep it holy; fox he that keeps It an 
hour or two, keeps it holy : but remember the Sah>21h day to 
keepit boly : he will have not a part: of a day only, but. z 
whole day kept holy. And Calvin upon thele words, Ke- 
member the Sabbath gay to keep it holy, faith, we are to keep| 
this day holy :. and not a. part of it, but.allof it. I might 
produce a cloud of. witniflcs in the cafe 3 bur.let theie tut 
tice, Bat, | 

|  Sixthly ard lafily, Conſider that the very Heathen have 
ept the whole day to their Idol Gods; and not « part. And 
(hall we then put-oft;God with « part ofa day ?: Shall we be 
worlc than;the>Heathens? Shall we at below Heathens? 
Shall nature, (hall blind devotion do more than Grace ? The 
Lord forbid. Burg : 

Thurteenthly, Youmuſt ſangſie the. Sabbath, by ſuch an 
-\abliwenct or moderate uf. of all your lawtul comforts, con- 
:entrbents and &joymenss, 2s may gender you molt apt and 
fir for the fanGifieation of the: Sabbuch. Let your moderation 
e knewn among all men alayerz -but eſpecially on the Lords 
day, be. moderate in your cafing , drinking, cntertain- 
mens, te. : Oh how do: many by theixg 1immoderate uſe-of 
| laWwfu} comfarts: on; this day}! ind {poſe and untic chemlelves 
for the dutics of the day | Itisa-Chyiſtians duty every day 
ito-6atiand drinkf{obenly; Titus 2-34, 12. The! grace of God 
which bringeth ſalvation, bath agpeared to us, teaching us #0 live 
ſoberly wm this preſjern world. It 1s both the duty and the glory 
of a Chniſtizn;l10.be temperate in bys. diet. Alitde, will fa 
tishqnature, :Io/s will Gtidfie: Grace, though nothing will 
latisfie mensluks, -: Sdbriety-is/a gift of God, whereby _ 
Li keep! 
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keep a holy moderation ia the ufe of our 'dyer, Prov. 23. 

When thou fitteſt to eat, &'c. conſider diligently what is befure thee, 
and put the knife to thy throat. That is, be very carctul and ; 
circumſp.& in taking thy food, bridle thine appetite, take | 
heed thou doſt not exceed meaſure. He miy endanger his 
health, his life, his ſou}, that gives way to his greedy appe-* 
rite, Some read the words thus, For th. puttec}t 2 knife to thy 
throat, ifthinte a min given to appetite, Thou ſhortneft thy 
life, and diggelt as it were thine own grave with thine own 
teeth, Meat kills as many as the Musket; the Board as the | 1/5. 
Sword. I know that the bodics, ſtomacks, callings, con- 
(titutions, and chmates, wherein men live, differ ; and there- | In the hot | 
fore no ſuch particular Rules (as tocating and drinking }) | f="crnCouns 
can be laid down as ſhall be binding to every one. Yet this as lived 

is certain, that a man that cats or drinks fo much '( on the] 1gno with 
Lords Day ) as opprefſes nature, and as unfits him for pray- | parched Corn 
ing, working, or hearing work, or reading work, or Coke and a Cake, 
work, that man is guilty of intemperance. Such who feed or _ 
till they unfit theraſclves for ſervice, are Belly-Gods. Paxl| oe. __ 

wept over luch in his day, and fo ſhould we in oars. * Thou | Phil, 3. 19,19. 
houldRi uſe thy food O Chriltian, as a help, and not as a s 
hinderance to thee in thy Chriſtian courſe. A tull belly ne: 
ver ſtudies well, nor never prayes well, nor never hears well, 
nor never reads well, nor never repeats well, nor never doth 
any thing well either on the Lords day, or any other day. i. 
What a ſhame is it to fee a Chriſtian a ſlave to his palate on $1 
any day 3 but, eſpecially on the Lords day, 1 may uſe the F 
creatures Io as to ſupport and chear nature; but notfo as to | 
clog it,and weaken it,and debaſe if. I may uſe the creatures as t 
my lervants, bat I muſt never Ciffer them to be my Lord. 

D miel was very temperate in his diet. Though there was, 
not a greater borg of a woman than Jobn the Baprift, yet hig| March, 11:12. 
fare was but Locuſts and wild-honey. A little bread was 
Bafils provifion, Hilarion did ſeldom cat *any thing till the. | 
Sun went down, and then that which he did eat, was very 

mean. Firom lived with cold water, and a few dry'd Figgs 

|And 4 ine hath this expreſſion concerning himfelf, bal L'b. 10. Can; 
wa deb, 1 —_—_ Oc, Thou Lord "_ ng me this, that T| feſſkonwn. 
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Cant. 4 3+ 


Pluta th in the 
life of Pets 
Ces. 


Marth. 12. 36» 
Alexander tor- 
oave many 
ſharp ſwords, 
but never any 


ſharp tongues 
WF, 


EccleC. $. 2,3. 


b- I4- 23- 


| fhomld go to my meat as to a medicine ; his meaning was, that 


1, hcirdiet. 


—— 


he went to his meat, not to ſatisfic his appetite, but to re- 
pair nature, And Luther made many a meal with Bread and 
i Herring, Socrates, Anacharſis, Cyrus, Ceſar, Herodicus, Au- 
zuſtus,. and many other Keathens were very temprrate in 
The old Gaules were very (paring in their diet, 
ind uſed to fine them that out-grew their Girdles. Theſe 
H: athens will one day riſc in judgement againlt thofe riomi- 
aal Chriſtians, who are intemperate both upon the Lords 
day, and other dayes alſo. Bur, 

Fourtcenthly and lafily, You muſt ſanRiific the Sabbath, 
»y abltzining from ſpzaking your own words. The Spoulcs 
lips are like a thread of Scarlet ; they are red like a thread of 
ſcarlet in diſcourfing of a crucified Chriſt, and they are thin 
like a thred of (carlet, and not (welled with frothy, empty,] 
worldly diſcourſes on the Lords daycs, or on other days. 
Such words as will neither protit a mans own foul, nor better 
'thers, are not to be ſpoken on the Lords day. It is Gods ex 
pre(s pleaſure,that we ſhould not ſpeak our own words on his 
day, Iſa. 58. 13. Nr ſpeaking thine own words. Ceſar paſling 
through the (ircets of Rome, and fceing many of the Lu 
dics playing with little Dogs, Monkies and Baubones, askt 
cher, if the women in that Countrey had nochildren, So 
when men ſpend the Lords dayin playing, ſporting, toying, 
or talking of chis or that triflc, of this or that perſon, of this 
2x that faſhion, of this or that vanity; we may ask ther, 
whether they have no God, no Chriſt, no Heaven, no Pro- 
miſes, no Experiences, no Evidences to talk of. There arc 
many idle talkers: of cycry idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, 
they ſhall give an account at the day cf Judgement, Anidl: 
word is a profuſe or needleſs word, uſed raſh'y, or unad- 
viſedly wanting a reaſon of juſt neceſſity, bringing neither 
honor to God, nor cdification to others, nor conducing to 
any profitable end. And as there are many idle talkers, fo 
there are many over-talkers; and they are ſach who ſpend 
a hundred words, when ten will ſerve the turn. And as there 
are many over-talkers, ſo thete are many that arc only talk: 


ers,. that can donothing but talk, To fall under the power 
or 


th. 


1fo there are many that are unprofitable talkers. 


{ 


| 
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| or ſcourge of theſe mens tongues, is to fall under no eafie 


And as there are many that are only talkers, 
The begin- 
ning of the words of their month it fooliſhneſt, and the end of bis 
ralk is miſchievour madurſs. And as there are many unpro- 
fitable talkers, ſo there are many unſcafonable talkers, that 
place one word where another ſhould ſtand. A wiſe man 
diſcerneth time and judgement. And as there are many unſea- 
ſonable talkers, fo there are many raſh talkers, who ſpeak 
firſt, and think afterwards. God hath ſer a double bar 
about the tongue, the teeth and the lips, that men ſhould not 
ſpeak raſhly. Words once ſpoken cannot return, A man 
that thinks b:fore he ſpeaks,ſeldom repents of what he ſpeaks. 
Silence is far better than raſh ſpeaking, or than vain 
ſpeaking, &c. 

O Sirs, the tongue is the nimble Interpreter of the heart, 
'If there be piety or iniquity at the bottom of your hearts, 
your tongues will diſcover it, The (ircam riſeth not above 
the fountain. We know not what mettal the Bell is made of 
by the Clapper. What is in the Well will be in the Bucket ; 
What is in the Ware- houſe will be in the ſhop. So what is in 


perſecution. 


{the heart, will be in the mouth; if there be any thing of 


God, of Chriſt, of grace, of heaven, of hell, of ſin, of the 
world, of ſelf in the bottora of your fouls, your tongues will 
diſcover it. Man ( faith one ) is like a Bell, and his tongue 
like the Clapper. So long as this fiandech fill, he may be 
thought to be without any flaw, craze or crack in him; but 
let it once Rlir, and then he diſcovers himſclf preſently. No 
man can ſo change himſelf, but his heart may ſometimes be 
{cen at his tongues end. Men watch Interpreters. Ohthat 
on the Lords day eſpecially, you would make more conlci- 
ence of watching your tongues : if the tongue be not watch- 
ed, it will be fins Solicitor General; it will be a Bawd to all 
lufts : it will plead for fio, and defend fin, and lefſen fin, and 


Tofophers 3 but cherd zre twenty 
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| 


proyoke to ſin, and ſhew the pleaſure of the heart in fin. | 
{ There are but five Virtues of thetongue reckoned up by Phi- | 


veral fins of the tongue| 


2 


reckoned up 'by Ptrbidys. The Arabians have a _— 


Ecclel. 49.13. 


Ecclel. 8. 4+ 
Chap. 5. 2. * 


Match, 12. 43 
44- 


Plutarch, | 


4 
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James 343.11. 
The Holy 
Ghoſtſhewera 


| 


the miſchicf 
of the tongue, 
by the ſevera! 
charafters by 
which he 
brands it. He 
cals it th: 
flattering 
rongue, the 
doubletongues 
the deceirtul 
rongue, the 
the lying 
tongue, the 
perverſe 

ft » Oe 
Pſalm $53. 2+ 
Prov. 18. 21. 
Eccleſ. 10. 12+ 
Plalm 19. 4+ 
Pſalm 93. 9. 
Mg. 28-1315+ 


Jer. 29. 10, 

It is better for 
a man to 
watch and 
ſtop his own 
mourh by fi- 


| none on that day, that do' watch your words, that do hang 


mm 


T ake beed thy tongue cut nit thy throzt, Many a mans tongue 
has cut his throat 3 that is, it hath bcen his ruine. Our 
Chronicles make mention of one Burdet a Merchant, who 
living at the Sign of the Crown in Cheap-fide ( in the daycs of 
King Edward the fourth, in the year 1483. ) jeſtingly (aid 
to his Son, that he would leave him heir of the Crown, 
meaning the Sign of the Crown where he lived : for which 
he was apprehended, and within four hours hanged, drawn 
and quartered. The tongue is often like a ſharp Razor, that 
inſtead of ſhaving the hair, cuts the throat. If a man do 
not look well about him, he may every day bt in danger of 
dying by his tongue. Life and death ( ſaith Solomon) are in 
the power of the tongue. Gaping mouth'd men, arc noted 
for fools by Lucien ; and a better and a wiſer man than Luci- 
an hath told us, That the lips of a fool will ſwallow up bimſilf. 
Ah how good had it been for many that they had been born 
dumb. The tongue can eaſily travel all the world over, 
and wound mens names and credits in this Coantrey : and 
chat in this City,and that in this Town,and that in this Fami- 
ly, and that it can in a trice run from one place to another : 
here it bites, and there it tears; in this place it leaves a blot, 
and in that it gives a wound;and therefore you have cauſe to 
watch your tongues on every day, but eſpecially on the Lords 
day. There are many whoſe tongues do more miſchicl, 
and travel further on the Sabbath day, than they do on all 
the other daycs of the week. You ought to keep a ſtrict 
Guard upon your tongues every day, but on the Lords day 
you ſhould double your Guard. Satan without you, and 
that firong party that he hath within you, will do all they 
can, fo to oyle your tongues on that day, as to make you 
milcarry more wayes than one, if you do not carefully look! 
about you, Are there none on that day, that do watch your 
words to deride you and jear you ? Yes. Are there none 
on that day that do watch your words, cither to enſnare you 
or trapan you 7 Yes. Arc there none on that day,.that do 
watch your words, that they may find matter if poſſible ei- 
ther to xeproye-you, or to reproach you? Yes. Are there 


upon 
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Jable to Satan as the tongue. And therefore Satan ſpares 
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upon your lips, expeRing to be inflructed, edified, confirm 
ed, comforted and fircngthned by you ? Yes. Well then, if 


this be your caſe, how highly it doth concern you on this 
day, to watch your words, 1 ſhall leave you to judge. O 


day night, and the like op other dayes, would we not be very. 


carcful of their ations and words ; becauſe God was every 
where, and bcheld all that was done and ſaid. And Zeno a 
wiſe Heathen affirmeth, that God f(ceth, and taketh notice 
of our very thoughts; how much more then of our words. 
O Sirs, how many men and women are there, that are choice 
of what they cat, that are not choice of what they ſpeak ; 
that are curious about the food which goes into their 
mouths, left it (ſhould hurt or poyſon them, who are no 
wayes curious about the words that go out of theix mouths, 
left they ſhould hurt or poyſon others ? 

Ot all the members in the bo4y, there is none (© ſervice- 


Fob: tongue 3 his grand defign being not to make Fob a beg- 
ar, but a blaſphemer : Job was bliftcred all over by Satan, 
only his tongue was not bliftered. Satan thought by that 
member, to work Fob to fight againſt God, and the peace 
of his own ſoul. It is quericd in the Schools, what was the 
firſt fin of the firſt Angel that fell ( for they affert that one 
fell firſt, then the reſt ) Now there are very many opinions 
about it. Some ſay, it was envy, others diſcontent; 'and 
ſome ſay, it was their refuſing to undertake the charge that 
was given to them to Minifter unto man. Others think 
it was a fpiritual Jaxury 3 others ingratitude, The moſi 
and beſt ſay pride, but wherein that pride confilted, is not 
ealily determined, nor by thern unanimouſly reſolved; and 
by ſome it is as confidently obſerved ; that it was a fin of 
the tongue. Now if theſe laft have hit the mark, how high- 
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Sirs, all your words, whether good or bad, are all noted and| 

obſerved by God,as you may ſee by comparing the Scriptures Plalm 139. 4 
inthe Margent together. If a perſon were by us, that ſhould 1: ths 
book all our words from Sabbath day morning to Sabbath! Jer. 33- 24- 
Chap. 44 25+ 
carcful what we ſpoke, Why God is by and hears all. Athe- | >4gad 


nodorns a Heathen uſed to ſay, that all men ought to be very J 
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S. 4.10, 


ci 


Jfrom talking. But in the fourth Commandment, Thox ſhalt 
| do no manner of work, the Lord hath commanded the whole 


from talking of this.or that worldly bufine(s. Bar, 


A 


ly doth it concern us all, to ict a watch before the door of 
our lips at all times, but eſpecially on the Lords day. Now 
conſidering how wonderful apt and prone Chriſtians are to 
be ſpeaking their own words, Yea, fooliſh, vain, worldly 
and unproficable words on the Lords day. Give me leave 
.o offcr to your {crious conſideration theſe four things, 

Fuft, Where the Lord hath commanded the whole man 
to reſt from {:rvile works; there he commands the hand to 
reſt from working, the foot from walking, and the tongue 


man to reſt from fervile works. And therefore the tongue 


Secondly, Thoſe things which as lets hinder the. dutics 
of the, Lords day are forbidden, But worldly. words as 
lets, hinder the duties of the Lords day :. therclore world- 
ly words are forbidden, Burt, 

Thizdly, Where bodily works are forbidden, there thoſe 
things arc forbidden which hinder the (anRifying of the 
Sabbath 8s much or more, than bodily works do : but bodily 
works are forbidden in the fourth Commandment : there- 
fore worldly words which hinder more the GanRifying of the 
Sabbath., than bodily works do; are forbidden in the fam: 
Commandment. That worldly words do hinder the fan- 
Rilying of the Sabbath, as much or more than bodily works, 
is evident by this ( among other arguments that might 'be 
produced ) that a man may work alone, but hecannot talk 
alone. Bur, 

Fourthly, That Commandment which tyes- the outward 
man from the deed done,that Commandment ties the tongue 
from talking of the ſame. But the fourth Commandment 
ties the outward man from worldly works, and there- 
fore that Command tics the tongue from worldly words. | 
Certainly all thoſe perſons that make the Lords day, a 
reckoning-day with workmen as forme do, or a direting- 
day what ſhall be done the next week, as others do; or 8 


day of -idle-talk about this worldly bufineſs or that , or 
(þbout' this petſon;.or that, or-about 'this faſbion or that, or 


about 
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| 


'fanQite the Sabbath according to thoſe fourteen Rules which 
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ibout this mans matters or that, or about this pleaſure or 
chat, or about this profit or that, or bout eh1S mans calling 
or that, or about this Goſlips Tale or that, &% All _ 
perſons are prophaners and no fanRtifiers of the Lords Day. 

I have bten the longer upon this particular, eo confute | 
and recover thoſe Chriftians who give their tongues toO| 
great a liberty on the Lords Day. | 

Now in theſc fourteen particulars I have ſhzwed you how | 
the Sabbath is to be ſanRified. O S185, as you defire to lee | 
London rebuilt, as you detire to fee London in as great ( Or 
greater ) profperity and glory, as ſhe hath been in ; as you 


you defire to (ſee her a (ſhield and ſhelter ro her faithful _ 6. 4: 
friends at home, and a terror and dread to her proudelt cne |*'* 157 
mies abroid. As you detice that ſhe may bz an eternal ex-j,., 
cellency a joy of many Generations. As you defire the Lord 
to be for ever a wall of fire about her, and a glory ia the 
mid(t of her ; Make conſcience of ſanQtifying the Sabbath 
in a right manner ; Make it your great butinels and work to 


| have now laid down. 

I know there is a deſperate oppolition and contrariety in 
the hearts of carnal men, to the fri obſervation of the 
Sabbath. When Moſes had firſt received a Commandment 
concerning the obſervation of the Szbbath, his Authority 
could not io prevail with the Jews, but that fome of chem 
would be gadding abroad to ſrck Manna on the Sabbath day, 
contrary toan expreſs prohibition : yea, when it was death|, _ 
to gather flicks on that day : yet in contempt of Heaven it |, *, "gs 
felf, one ventures upon the breach of the Luw, How ſadly 
and frequently the Prophets have lamented and complained 
of the breach of the Sabbath, I have in this Treatiſe already 
diſcovered 3 and therefore need fay nd more of it in this 
place, The horrid prophanation of this day ia France, Hol- 
land, Germany, Sweden, and.in theſe three Nations, Englend, 
Sc:tland, and Ireland, and among all Protcttants every where | 
elſe, is and muſt be for a ſore lamentation. The Sabbath in 
all Ages hath bcen more or leſs crucified between prophane- 


Fxod. 16, 25. 
31s 
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defire to fe her once more the Bulwark of the Nation: AS$| Pla'.48.12,13. 
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neſs and ſuperſtition, as Chriſt the Lord of the Sabbath was 
crucificd between two Thieves. When the obſervation of 
the Sabbath came to be more ſacred and ſolemn in publick 
performances ( which was about Nebemiahs time, as 1s con- 
ceived) preſently after Satan ſtirred up ſome Hypocrites who 
1un into ſuch anextream of ſuperſtition, that they held that 
they might not ftir out of their places, nor kill a flea, and 
a thouſand ſuch like fooleries, Yea, ſome dangerous foole- 
rics they laboured to diltill into the people 3 as that they 
might not draw « Sword to defend themſelves in a com- 
mon Invaſion, &c. 

For a cloſe, remember this, that there are no Chriſtians 
in all the world, comparable to thoſe ( for the power cf 
godlineſs and heighths of grace, holineſs and: communion 
with God )) who are moſt firict, ſerious; tudious and con- 
ſcientious in _ of the Lords day, Such as are care- 
leſs, remils, light, ſlight, formal and carnal upon the Sabbath 
day, they will be as bad, if not worſe, on every other day in 
the Week. Thetruc realon why the power of godlineſs is 
fallen to fo low an ebb both in this, and in other Countreys 
alſo, is becauſe the Sabbath is no more firitly and conſcien- 
tiouſly obſerved in this Land, andin thoſe other Countreys 
where the name of the Lord is made known. The Jews 
{ were never ſcrious in the obſervation of their Sabbaths, till 
chey ſmarted ſeventy years in Babylon for their former pro- 
phanation of it. And who can look upon the aſhes of 
Lendon, and not fee how dearly the Citizens have paid for 
their prophaning of the Lords day. And Oh that all theſe 
ſhort hints might be fo bleſtfrom Heaven, us to work us all 
to a more firiet ſerious and conſcientious (rriftifying of the 
Lords day, according to thoſe DireRions or Rules, that 1 
have in this Treatiſc laid before you. 


And thus I have done with thoſe Duties that -are incum- 
bent upon thoſe who have been burnt up by that late 
dreadful fire that hath turned London: into a ruinous heap. ' 


I come 
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at the late fiery Diſpen, ation. 
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I come now to thoſe Datics that zre incumbene upan | 
thoſe whoſe habitations are yet Randing as monuments of di- | 
vine Wiſdom, Power and Grace. O Sirs, the flamgs have 
been near you, a devouring fire hath conſumed many thou- 
ſand habirations round about you; and you and your habi- 
tations have b:en as ſo many brands pluckt oat of the fire. 
O how highly doth it concern you, (criouſly and freq ently 
to lay to heart, the fingular goodneſs and kindneſs of God 
towards you, manifcitcd in the mighty preſervations, pro- 
teions and (alvations that he hus vouchſafed 'to you, when 
you were ſurrounded with all manner of hazzurds and dan- 
gers. Othat you would firive as for lifs co come upto 
duties which arc certainly incumbent upon all choſe who 
have eſcaped the burning flames. 


But you will ſay, bat are they ? 


Theſe that follow. | | 
Firſt, It highly concerns you who have eſcaped the fiery 
diſpenſation , to take heed of thoſe fins which bring the 
fiery Rod, and which have turned many of your neighbours 
out of houſe and bomz. What they are, I have already de- 
clared at large : If thoſe fins that have brought the fiery 
judgement upon your neighbours, are to be found among 
you, you have cauſe to fear the fiery Rod, or elſe ſome other 
judgement that ſhall be equivalent to it. If you ſin with 
others, you ſhall ſuffer with others; except there be found | 
repentance on your fide, and pardoning grace on Gods, 
The Lord hath puniſhed your neighbours with that judge- 
ment- of judgements, the fire; and he expeRs that you 
ſhould take notice thereof, and be inſtructed thereby, to take 
heed of thoſe ſins that they have b:en judged for, elſe the' 
ſame, or worſer judgements will certainly b:fall you. Be- 
cauſe Edom made no good uſe of Feruſalems ſufferings, there- 
fore the Lord threatens her, that ſhame ſhould cover her, 
and that ſhe ſhould be cut off for ever. God expeRts, tha 


the judgements that he hath executed apon all round} - 
| | þ4 


Q-eeſt. 
Anſw, 
I, 


2 Pet. 2. 6. 
Luke 19. 32, 
Jer. 9. 12. 

1 Sam. 4-11. 
Pſalm 98. 60 


Jer. 3. 8. 
Obad. Ilz I2z 
133 14» 
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2, 
fa, F, 22, 
2Jz 24 


22, 23. 


Job 1, 


{_hap. 51. 17, 


ſer. 25. 15430. 


Luk. 13-1233, 


1 Pet. 4. 17. 
1Ezek. 9. 6. 


— 


about you, ſhouli awaken you out of fecurity, and work in 
you a holy dread _ of his name, and provoke you to repen- 
tance for what is paſt, and cngage.you fo a more exact 
walkirfg, with him for the time to come. But, 


Secondly, It highly concerns you, not,to think thoſe who 
arc burnt up to be greater finners, than your ſelves who have 
eſcaped the conſuming flames. Sore there were that told 
Chrift of certain Galil-ans; whoſe blood Pilate had mingled 
with their Sacrifices ( an argument of Gods fore diſpleaſure 
in the eye of man, to be ſurpiſcd with a bloody death 
even inthe a& of Gods ſcrvice ) But Jeſs anſwered, ſup- 
p1ſe ye that theſe Galileans were ſmmners above all the Galileans, 
becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things : I tell you nay: but except ye 
repent, ye ſhal all likewiſe periſh. And Chriit confrrmeth it by 
another parallel to it, of the men upon whom the Tower in! 
Sil>am fell, Luke 13.4, 5. Or thoſe eighteen »p»n whom the 
Tower in Siloam fell, think, ye that they were ſinners above al 
men that dwell in Jeruſalem? I tell you nay ; but except ye re-! 
pent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Doubtleſs there arc many fif- 
ties inr London, whoſe habitations are laid deſolate, who were: 
more righteous, than many of thoſe whoſe houſes have! 
eſcap:d the conſuming flames. Judgements many times be-! 
gin at the houſe of God : The hand of God is many times 
heavieſt upon the holiefſt of people. Fob was fiript of all his 
earthly comforts, and (et upon a Dunghill to ſcrape his ſores 
with Potſheards; and yet Fob had not at that time his fellow 
in all the Exft Countrey, for 2 man fearing God, and efchew- 
ing evil. Job was a perfe@ peerlcſs man, and yet had his ha-! 
bitation laid in aſhes, and his ſubſtance defiroyed, when his 
{neighbours round about him, enjoyed their all without di- 
{fiurbance. Doubtleſs many of them whoſe houſes are turn- 
{<d into a ruinous heap, were good people 3 people of un- 
blameable lives , people of exemplary lives; yea, carthly 


I 


Angels, if compared with many of thoſe who have eſcaped; 
fiery Rod. Many have drunk deep of this cup of wrath 
ho' area .of his choicel love : and therefore do not 
dee all chem to'be greater ſinners than your ſelves, _ 
ave 


ht 4 


EEE: the late fiery Diſpenſation. 


have not eſcaped the heryRod, as well as yoar (clves. You who 
{have eſcaped the conſuming flames, ſhould make other mens 
laſhes your leſſons, and ther barnings your warning*. You 
ſhould not ſo much eye what others have ſuffered, 8s what 
your ſclves have deſerved, Bur, 


that your habitations are ſtanding, when others habitations 
are laid deſolate round about you. - But here look that your 
thankfulrtſs is, 1. Reall. 2. Great. 3. Cordial, 4. Practi- 
cal. and 5. Confiant. No thankfulne(s below ſuch a thank- 
fulneſs will become ſuch whoſe habitations arc ſanding Mo- 
numents of Gods free mercy. I have largely preſt this duty 
before, and therefore a touch here mult ſutkce. Bar, 


Fourthly, Be not ſecure : do-not ſay, the bitterneſs of death 
is paſt ; as Agag did when he came before Samwel ſiatcly and 
hbaughtily with the gurb and gate of a King. Many times 
when wicked men. are in the greateft ſecurity, they are then 
neareſt the higheſt pitch of miſery. Is there not guilt 
enough upon all your hearts, and upon all your habitations, 
to. expole them to as great a deſolation as Londonlycs under. 
 Anſ. Yes, yer. Why then do not you get off this guilt by 
frequent exerciſes of faith in the blood of Chriti, or che pre- 
parc t drink of the fame cup that Londen hath drunk off, 
or ofa worſe. Ponder fcriouſly and frequently upon theſe 
Scriptures, Iſa. 51. 17. Awake, awake, ftand up O Jeruſalem, 
which boſt drunk, at the band of the Zord the cup of bis fury , 
thou boft drunken the dregs of tbe cup of trembling, and wrung 
them owt. Verſe 22. Thus ſaith thy Lord, the Lord, and thy 
God, that pleadeth the cauſe of bis people : bebold, I bave taken 
out of thy the cup of trembling ;, even the dregs of the cap of 
my fury, thou ſhalt no more drink it again, Verſe 23. But I will 
put it into the bands of them that afflit thee: which bave ſaid 19 
thy ſoul, bow down, that we may go over : and thow baſt laid thy 
bady as the ground, and as the ſtreet to them that went over. Jcr. 
25. 15. For thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael wnto me, take the 
wine ep of this fury at up Canf One cauſe all the Nations, t0 
| L11 


whom 


Thirdly, It concerns you to b> much in bleſſing of God, 


t Sam. 15.32, | 


London's Lamentations on 


The particalar 
K1ngs and 
Kingdems 
that mult 
drink of th:s 
cup are ſet 
down from 
verſe 19. to 
"iſe 2.8. 

1See Lam.4-21. 
Ezeck, 23.31) 
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Gen. 18. 
Pſa). 10z. 13: 
2 Cor. 1. 29. 


| whons 1 ſend theeg to drink it. Verlc 17. Then took, I the enp- at 


| be God, the Nations round {hall certainly drink of it. God 


aiſhing of ſome, is to liir up pity and compaſſion 


the L1rds bands, and made all the Nations to drink, unto whom 
the Lord bad ſent me. Verle 18, To wit, Jerulalem, and the 
Cities of Judah, and the Kings theregf, and the Princes thereof, 
to make them a deſolaticn, an aftoniſhment, on hiſſing, and # curſe 
( aSit 15 this day ) Verſe 28. And it ſhall be, if they reſwſe, to 
take the cup at thine band to drink, then ſhalt thou ſay unto! 
them, thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, ye ſhall certainly drink, ver.29. 
For lo,I lrgin to bring evil, on the City which 15 called by my name, 
and ſhould ye be utterly nnpuniſhed ? ye ſhall nos be wirniſhed : 
I will call for a ſword mpon all the inbabitant s of the earth, ſaith 
the Lord of Hyfts.W hen Jeruſalem hath druok of the cup,if God 


hath begun with London ; poor Longon hath drunk deeply of 
the cup of Gods fury : and therefore let the Nations round 
repent, or prepare to drink of Londons cup, Molt of thoſe 
tins that briog the fiery Rod ( if notall) are to be found 
in all the great Cities of the world. And therefore let all, 
che great Cities in Fronce, Spain, Italy, Germany, Holland, Eng- 
land, Ireland, Scotland, &c. take warning by Lendens defola- 
tion, and prepare to meet the Lord in the way of his fury ; 
let them ceaſe from doing evil, and learn to do well Jet them 
repent in duſt and afhes, left they are laid in duſt and aſhe, 
Let them break off their fins, left God throws down their 
walls and habitations by furicus and devouring fliomes. Let 
all thoſe whoſe habitations arc (ill anding, remembes that 
che Came fins, the ſame wrath, and the (ame malicjous: hands 
that has laid fo many thouſand habitations defolate, can lay 
theirs alſo daſolate, except they reform and turn tothe Mot 
High. 


Fifchly, It highly concerns you whoſe houſes are ftanding 


—_— 


monuments of Go1s mercy, to ſhew. much love, bowels, pity! 
and compaſſion to thoſe who arc burnt up and turned out 
a'l, who are houſcle(s, harbourlefſs and pennylefs this day. 
God takes. it well at our hands, when we pity thoſe whom 
he thinks meet to puxiſh. One of Gods great ends in .pu- 
in others 
towards] 


4, Br 


P 
TE EEE 


Do 


_— 


ſaid unto me, the remnant that are liſt of the captivity there in 


fire. Well, what doth Nehemiab do? Anſw. He lifts up a 


| the condition ofall fates of all people whatſoever. !Tis brave 


' lhave been much in prayer for others; witneſs, Adoſer, Da-: 

(vid, Fob, Feremiah, Daniel, Pant. And itis very obſervable, 

'that/ oar Lord Jeſus Chrift who is our great pattern, 
* NF Lils. 
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ſubftances melted ia the flames. God hath threatneds an 
evil, an only evil without the leaſt nmitxture ot mercy, to 
ſuch as ſbew no mercy to thoſe in miſery. Whoever have 
behcld London in its former profperity and glory, that cannot 
lament to fce London laid defolate ? The aſhcs of London (ces 
to cry out, have pity upon me O my fricads. They that 
will not lament upon the burnt Citizens as the greateſt ob- 
jets of their pity, may or:e day b2 ingultcd under the great- 
et miſery, He was 2 Nb2/, a faplets tcllow, who ſhut up al! 
bowels of pity agaialt David in his miſery. They were curf: 


mourn over it, Let all burnt Citizens remember,that uſually 
God pitics them mot, whom men pities leatt : bar burnt 
Citizens arc not to be mock:d or menaced, but mourned over. 


Sixchly, It highly concerns you whoſe houſes are flanding 
monuments of Gods mercy, to litc up a prayer for all tholc 
as arc fallen under this heavy judgement of fire. When 
you arc in the Mount, b: furc you bear the ſad condirzon of 
the burnt Citiz:ns upon your hearts,” Nehem. 1.3, Andthey 


the Province, are in great afflition and reproach : «be wall of [c- 
ruſalem alſo is broken down, and the gates thereof are burnt with 


prayer for them, verſe 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, yo, 11. OSirs, your pray- 
ers mult not be pent or contined to your own private inte- 
relts, but extended to the benefit of all Gods ſuffering (cr- 
vants. Philo the Jew, diſcourfing of Aarons Ephod, - which 
he put on when he went to pray, faith it wass repreſeatati- 
on of the whole world, having in it all colours 'to repreſent 


when we are in the Mount, to bear the conditions of others 


upon our hearts, as well as our own, eſpecially theirs, whom 
the hand of the Lord hath fſevercly reacht. The beſt of men 


was 


towards them. _ It ſhou!d melt your hearts to fre other mens | 


ed Edomites, who did behold the riiue of Zion, and not |! 
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Matth, 5. 47- 
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{buckle to it. But, 


very much in this noble work, for you (hall find in Fobn 17, 
that he puts up but one petition for himſclf inverſe x, which 
petition is repeated again in verſe 5, And all the reſt of his 
time he ſpent in praying both for the converted and uncon- 
verted. Now ſhall our Lord Jeſus Chriſt put up many re- 
queſis for others, and but one for himſelf, and ſhall we put 
up-all- our requeſts for our ſelves, and not one for others? 
among the Perſians, he that offered Sacrifice, prayed for all 
his Countrey -men. Theſe Perſrans will one day riſe in 
Judgement againft many who are called Chriſtians, and yet 
make no conſcience of lifting up. a prayer for thoſe that arc 
under tkeaffliiting hand of God. Hcthat prayeth for him- 
ſelf and not for others is ficly compared ( by fome ) to an 
Hedge-hogg, who laps himſelf within his own ſoft down, | 
and turns his Briffels to all the world befides. The Jews have 
a ſaying, That ſince the deſiraion of Jeruſalem, the door of prayer 
bath been ſhut up. Oh that we had not caule to fear, that ſince] ' 
the burning of London, the door of prayer both for our ſelves 
and one another, hath b:en too much ſhut amongſt us. O that 
all yow whoſe habitations are landing, would (eriouſly conſider 

i: Fhat-none need praycr more than the burnt Citizens. 

2.'You do not know how ſoon their caſe may be yours : 
the (ame hand, or hands, that hath made them deſolate, may 
make you deſolate alſo. 

3. Elſe what do you more than others. 

4: To pity and pray for thoſe that arc in miſcry, is honou- 
rable and commendable. 

5. 'Tis one of the moſt compendious wayes in the world, 
eq prevent all thoſe cilamities and miſcries that now you 
fear, and that you think you ſhall ſhortly feel. 

6. To lift up a prayer for thoſe whoſe ſufferings have 
bcen foxe, is no colily nor chargeable duty. , and therefore 


Seventhly, It highly concerns-you whoſe houſes are ſtand» 
ing monuments of Gods mercy, ſeriouſly to conſider,.that 
ſorne mens eſcaping of very great Judgements, is not pro- 
perly.a preſervation, but a reſervation to ſome_'greates, de- 
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itruRtion : witneſs thoſe Kings who eſcaped the edge of the] 
'Sword, and werc afterwards deſtroyed by fire and brimltone 
'from Heaven : and witneſs Pharaoh, who eſcaped all the 
ten plagues of Egypt in order to his being buried with his 
Hoſt in the red Sea, And witneſs Sennacherib, who elcaped 
the Sword of the deltroying Angel, in order to his falling by 
the ſwords of his own Sons. Upan what difſcontentment 
his Sons role up to ſlay him, is uncertain. Some (ay, it was 
becauſe he preferred their younger Brother Eſharhaddon to 
the Kingdom, who was the laſt of the Aſſyrian Monarchs ; 
for aftcr him, the Monarchie was tranſlated from the Aſſy. 
rians tO the Babylonians. R. Solomon, as Lyra cites him, faith 
that ths great men of the Countrey having loft each one his 
Son, Brother, or friend, in that expedition againſt Ferxſalem, 
Weie 1o provoked, that they meant todeſtroy him, which 
he hearing, fled to the Idols Temple, and prayed and vowed, 


that if his God would deliver him from this danger , he 
would give theſe two Sons for Sacrifice to him : then*they 
hearing of this, came and ſlew him there. I ſhall leave 
you to your choice, whether you will give credit to this 
relation, or look upon it as a Rabinical invention. In this 
Judgement that fell upon Sennacberib, there arc theſe things 
remarkable: 

1. That he ſhould ſee ſo great and well prepared an Army 
fo ſuddenly defiroyed. 

2. That the fiorm ſhould mainly fall upon the great ones 
of his Army, 2 Chron. 32. 22. And the Lord ſent an Angel 
which cut iff all the mighty men of valonr, and the Leaders and 
Captains in the Camp of the King of Aſſyria. From whence we 
may eaſily gather, that foe of the weaker fort, ſome of the 
refuſe of the Army were ſpared 3 the prime men and great 
Officers of his Army bcing only ſmitten. Upon which ac- 
count the King and his ragged Regiments became con- 
teryptible. — 

3. That he ſhould be forced to fly into his own Countrey 
with ſhame and contempt; his General and great Officers 


' [being deſiroyed, he had no heart to keep the field, having 


none to order the Battcl, and the dread and terror: of the 
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[fa. 39. 36. 
The mighty 
Monarchs of 
Aſſj ia uſed to 
go forth to 
war, with 
500000, 
ſometimes 
with 1000000. 
men; and 
therefore this 
ſlaughter may 
weil be under- 
ſtood of the 
Grandees of 
his Army, 
Wherefore 
Poſer bus ſaith, 
he fled with 
his Army. 


London's Lamentations on 


8, 
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Lord and his Jadgements abiding upon him and his Army, 
he provides tor his own ſafcty by flecing home with his rout- 
ed ſcattered troops. 

47 That hiin{elf ſhould be ſlain, and that in thd Temple of 


| his 1dol, aad ia the very a of his Idolatry, and that by his 


own Sons that came out of his own bowels; as the Holy 
Ghoſt obſerves; 2 Chron. 32. 21. And when be was come in- 
to the houſe of his God, they that came forth of bis own Bawelt , 
ſlew bim there with the ſword, Certainly this was a far grea- 
ter Judgement, than if ke had fallen by the ſword of the 
diftioying Angel. And witnels thoſe very perſons , who 
eſcaped Fcltilence, but werenow burnt in the very flames, as 


| well as theirhouſes and eſtates.OSirs,though you have eſcaped 


the burning flames; yet you do not know, what other 
Judgements you may be relerved to; and therefore be not 
ſecure 3 but be wakeful and watchful, and provide for the 
worſt, UncxpcRed Judgements many times fcile upon per- 
ſons, and ſlay them as the Souldicr ſlew Archimedes , whillt 
Fe was baſic indrawing lines in the duſt. Take hecd of fay- 
ing, furcly the workt 1s paſt, 


Eighthly and laſily, Do not rejoyce in the ficry calamity 
that hath paſt upon others : do not glory in your neigh- 
bours ruines. The Fire-flye leaps and dances in the fire; 
and ſo do many wicked men rcjoyce in the ſufferings 
of others. Such as rejoyce in the ſufferings of others, 
are fick of the Devils diſeafe ; but from that diſeaſe the Lord 
deliver all your fouls. "Tis fad coinfult over thoſe whom 
God hath humbled *tis high wickedneſs to triumph over 
thoſe to whom God hath given a cup of aſtoniſhment to 
drink, Such as make the deſolations of their neighbours to 
be the matter either of their ſecret repaſt, or open exulta- 
tion. Such may fear, that the very dregs of divine wrath 
is reſcrved for them. *Tis bad playing upon the Harp, be- 
cauſe others have bcen,put to hang their Harps upon the 
Willows. We mult not pray with him in the Tragardic, that 
it may rain calamities 3 nor with Clemens his Gnoftich , give 
me calamities that I may glory in them, There cannot be 
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a greatcr evidence of a wicked heart, than for a man to be 
merry, becauſe others are in miſery. So without repentance 
ſuch may one diy dance in infernal flames, who have ſung 
and danced at the remembrance of Londons flames, Prov. 17.5. 
He that is gl2d at calamitier, ( that 1s, at the calamitics ot 
others ) ſhall not be nnpuniſked. If God be God, fuch as 
congratulate our milſcries, inſtead of condoling them, ſhall be 
ſare to bz pumiſhed with the worſt of puniſhments : for fuch 
do not only fin againſt the Law of Grace, but alſo againſt the 
very Law of Nature : the Law of Nature teaching men to 
ſympath:2t with thoſe that are in miſery, and not to rejoyce 
over them, becauſe cf their miſcries. O Sirs, do not make 
others mourning your mufick, do not make others tears, your 
wine; as you would not be made drunk at laftt with che 
wine of aſtoniſhment. 


cock in Chancery-Lane. 


Exercitations on the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, alſo concerning the 


MESSIAH. 


Herein the Promiſes concerning him to 

be a Spiritual Redeemer of Mankind, are 

Explained and Vindicated. 

His Coming, and Accompliſhment of his Work 

according-to the Promiſes, is proved and con- 

firmed. 

The Perſon, or who he is, is declared. | 

The whole Oeconomy of the Moſaical Law , 

Rites, Worſhip, and Sacrifices, is explained. 

. And in all, the Doctrine of the Perſon, Office, 
Mmm and 


A Catalogue. | 


and Work of the M<ſhah, is opened; The nature: 
and demerit_ of the firſt fin 1s unfolded; The 
Opinions and Faraditionsofthe Antient and Mo- 
dern Jewsare examined : Their Objections againtt 
the Lord Chriſt and the Goſpel are anſwered: 
The time of the coming of the Mefliah is (tated : 
Aad thegreat fundamental Truths of the Goſpe|! 
vindicated. 

With an Expoſition and Diſcourſes on the Two 
Firſt Chapters of the laid Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
] By J. Owen, D. D.-in Folio, 


Times of the Bible : 


Veyled in Cubits, Sheke's, Talents, Furlongs, 
Chapters, Verſes, Letters, of the Scripture : With 
the Dayes, Hours, Watches, Weeks, and Moneths 
of the Jewiſh Year: By 7.S. in Quarto. 


eA Prattical Expoſition on the 
120th.\Plalm. 


Wherein the Nature of the Forgiveneſs of Sin 
is declared, the truth and reality of it aflerted. 
And the Caſe of a Souldiſtreſſed with the Guilt of 
Sin, andrilieved by a diſcovery of Forgiveneſs 
with God, is at large diſcourſed. By John Owen, 
1D. D, John 5.39, Search the Scriptures :'1n Quarto, 
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Books Printed and are to be ſold by John Hancock. at: 
his Shop over againſt Greſham Colledge, i» Bi 
ſhopsgate-ſtreet, next to the White Lyon af 
Great St. Hellins Gate, and at the firſt Shop in 
Popes-head-Alley next to Cornhill, at the Sign of 
the Thrce Bibles. 


Welve Books lately pub'iſh:d/by Mr. Thomas Brooks, late 
P:eacher of the Goſpel at Margarcts N:rw-Fiſb Strect, 
—_ 


1 Precious Remedies againſt Satans 
Dervices : Or, 


Salve for Believers and U1believers (ores z being a com 
panion for thoſe that are in Chrilt, or out of Cnr i, that 
ſlight. or negle& Ordinances, under a pretence of living 
above them; that arc growing i ſpirituals, or decaying; tha! 
are tempted, or deſerted; afflicted, or oppoſed 3 that have 
alſurance, or want it; on 2 Cor. 2, 11, 


2 Hearven on Earth : Or, 
| 
A (crious Diſcourſe touching a well grounded Afﬀurance 
of mans everlaſting happineſs and bleſſedneſs ; diſcovering 
the nature of affurance , the poſſibility of attaining it, the 
Cauſes, Springs and D:grees of it, with the refolution of 
fevers) weighty Queſtions on the 8. of the Rowens 32, 33. 
34. verſes. 


M m m 3. The 
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A Catalogue. 
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3 The unſcarchable Riches of Chriſt : Or, 


Me. t for fhrong Men, ard Milk for Babes, he'd forth in 
ewo and twerty Sermons, from Epb:ſ. 3. 8. Pccached on his 
LuQure nights at Fiſs-fir:er- bill. 


4 Hu Apples of Gold for young Men and 
Women : And, 


A Crown of G'ory for O!d men and Women : Or thi 
Happincis uf b.irg G.od beiimes, and che Honour of bing, 
an Old Diſciple, clearly and fully difcovercd, and clolely and, 
faichfully applycd. aff 

With the young mans Obj«&tions anſwered, and the old 
mans doubts relolved, 


5 A String of Pearls : Or, 


The beſt things reſerved till laſt, delivercd .in a S:rmon 
Preachee in London, Fune$. 1657. at the Funeral of ( that 
Trivmphan! Saint ) Mrs. Mary Blaks, late Wife to his wor 
tny Friend Mr, Nicholas Blake, M.rchant. 


6 The MuteC hriſtian : with Sorveraign Antidotes 
againſt the moſt miſerable Exigents : Or, 


A Chriftian, with an Olive-leaf in his mouth, when he is 
under the greateſt aftlictions, the ſharpeſt and (oreft tryals 
-nd troubles, the faddelt and darkeſt providences and chan- 
ies: with Anſwers to divers Q eftions and ObjeRions that: 
ire of great importance : all tending to win and work fouls to 
2c [ti], quiet, calm, and lilent, under all changes, that have, 

r that-may pals upon them in this wor!d, &c. Lately printed 
and dedicated to all afflicted, diſtreſſed, diſſatisfied, di{quieted, 
and diſcompoſed Chrititans throughout the world. 
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7 An Ark for all Gods Noahs im a ſtormy day. 


Wherein 1s ſhewed the tranſ.end:nt excellency of a Beliey 


8 The (rown and Glory of Chriſtianity: Or, 


Hol:ncfs the only way to Happineſs, diſcovered in 48 
$:1mons on Hb. 12. 14. 


9 The Privy Key of Heaven: Or, 


A Diſcourſe of Cloſet Prayer, Twenty Arguments for it, 
w.th the reſolution of ſeveral Q 1eltions, &e. 


to A Hearvenly Cordial for all that harve had, 
or harve eſcaped the Plague, &c, 


11 Newly publiſhed, A Cabinet of choice 
| Jewels ; or, a Box of precious Ointment. 


Being a plain Diſcovery of what men are worth for Eterni- 
ty, and how 'tis like to go with them in another World. 


12 There is now publiſhed a New Treatiſe writ- 
ten by Mr. Thomas Brooks, called, 
Londons Lamentations: Or, 


A ſober ferious diſcourſe goncerning the late fiery diſpen- 
ſation, wherein the procuring cauſes, and the final cauſes of 
that dreadful diſpenſation are laid open, with the duties that | 
are incumbent, both upon thoſe who have been burnt up,and 
upon thoſe who have eſcaped thoſe conſurging flames ; with 


ers portion, on Lament. 2. 24. = 


| 
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thirteen ſupports, to bear up the hearts of ſuch as have been 
(ufferers : Here arc many great ObjeRtions anſwered, ar:d 
many weighty Qu:ftions reſolved, an4 variety of Arguments 
to prove, that a little that the righteous man hath, is better 
han the riches of the wicked; with ſeveral other points of 
grand importance, all tendirg to the cooling, quicting, fet- 
:ling, refreſhing, upholding and comfortiyg of all that have 
becn (ufk.xers by the late hery calemity. 


The Godly Mans Ark: Or, 


City of- Refuge, in the day of his diſtreſs, diſcovered in 
divers Sermons. The firſt of which was Preached at the Fu- 
neral of Mrs, Eliz beth Mzor. 

Whereunto are annexed Mrs, Moors Evidences for Hea 
ven,compolcd and colleQed by her in the time of her health, 
for her comfort in the time of ſi:knelts: By Ednmnd Calany, 
B. D: and Paftor of the Church at Aldermanbury. 

A Book of. Short- Writing, the moſt eafic, cxa@, lineal, 
and (pecdy method, fitted to the meaneſt capacity : compoled 
by Maſter Theopbilas Metcalf, Profeflor of the (aid Art.” 

Alfo a School-maſter, explaining the Rules of the ſaid 
Book, with many new additions, very uſeful. . 

Another Book of Short-hand, by T ho. Croſs, 

A Copy-book- of theneweft and moſt uſcfu} Hands, with 
Rulcs whereby thoſe that can read, may quickly learn to 
write : To which is added, bricf dircions for true (ſpelling 
and Cyphering, and making divers forts of Ink, 

An.excellent new Book of 'Mr. Kalpb Fennings, entituled, 
Sin the Plague of Plagues : or, Sinful Sin the worſt, of Evilr. 


All Printed for, and are to be fold by Fobn Hancock at the 
firft Shop in Popes- Head- Aley in Cornbil , at the fign of 
the three Bibles, or at his Shop in Biſhcps-Gate- Street, near 
great St. Heljns, over againſt Greſham- Colledge, 1670, 
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A Brief Declaration andWindication of 
the Dottrine of the T rinity. 


As alſoof the Perſon and Satisfaftion of Chrilt. 
Accommodated to the Capacity and Ule of ſuch 
as may be in danger to be ſeduced : and the elta- 


blithment of che Truth. John 5. 39. Search the Scri- 
prurcs, By John Owen, D. D. 10 Twelves. 


T be Unreaſonableneſs of Atheiſme, 


Made manifeſt in a Diſcourſe to a Perſon of 
Honour : By Sir Charles Wolſeley Barronet. The 
Second Edition Reviſed and Enlarged by the Au- 
thor: in Large OFavo, 


T here is now publiſhed a New Trea-| 
tiſe written by Mr. Thomas Brooks, 


| called Londons Lamentations:0r, 


A ſober ſerious Diſcourſe concerning the late | 
fiery diſpenſation, wherein the procuring cauſes, | 
and the final cauſes of that dreadtul diſpenſation | 
areJaid open, with theduties that are incumbent, 
both upon thoſe who have been burnt up, and up- 
on thoſe who have eſcaped thoſe conſuming 
flames; with thirtcen ſupports, to bear up the 
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hearts of ſuch as have been ſufferers: Here are| 
many great Objeftions -an{wered ,. -atid + many 
weighty Queſtions reſolved z and variety of Ar- 
guments toprove, thata little that the righteous 
man hath, is better thanthe riches of the wicked ; 
with ſeveral other points of grand importance, all 
tending to the cooling, quieting, ſetling, refreſh- 
ing, upholding 'and comforting of all that have 
been ſufferers by the late fiery. calamity. 


